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TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God 


E D W AR BD. 


By Divine Provides 


Lord aibop: of VV, orcefler. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

AD your Lordſhip no other Rela- 
tion - the following Papers, which 
do ſo plainly diſcover the abſolute 

Bondage the Trent Counci! was in to the 


Pope, but only that of your being univerſal- 


ly acknowledged one of the ableſt Champions 
the Church of England, or any other Church 
ever brought forth againſt Popery, over 


which your Viflories and Triumphs are num- 


bred no otherwiſe, than by the many Combats 
you have had with it , that alone would have 
led me to the doing both theſe Papers, and 


my ſelf the honour of prefixing your Famous 


3 - Name 


The Dedication. 


Name to them : But when befades that, the 


Originals of theſe Papers were put into my 
Hands by your Lordſhip, to be tranſlated, 
and made publick for the Service of the 
Church, this afforded me ſo juſt a Pretence 


for the dog of it, that the Ambition I have 
' of owning to the World how much 1 have 
been beholden to your Lordſhip, would not ſuf- 
fer me not to make uſe of, And having ſaid 
this, T will not interrupt your better Exer- 


ciſes by detainins your Lordſhip any longer, 
but ſhall contmue my Prayers to God, that 
he would be fo gracious to his Church, whoſe 
very Foundations are at this time ſo fiercely 
attacked, as to reſtore you to perfeft Health, 


and to grant you a long Life to defend Her 


againſt thoſe Enemies of Hers with whom ſhe 
now ſtruggles, with the ſame Succeſs that 


you bad formerly againſt the Papiſts her 
ſtanding Enemies. I humbly beg your Lord- 


ſhip's Bleſſing, and am 
Your Lordſhip's moſt bumble, and 
moſt obliged Servant, 


'M. GEDDES. 


(1) 


An Introdufory Diſcourſe 


of Councils. 


— — 
Fe 


Quid enim minus deeſt Tyrannis, quam falſas prd 
verts cauſis effimgere ? | 


HE Letters I here publiſh, are an un- 
deniable Evidence of the Council of 
Trent's having been in ſuch Boridage to 
the Pope, that tho ir had been never 

ſo well diſpoſed, it was not in its Power to have 

reformed the Church: But to open that Mat- 
ter better, a ſhort and faithful Account of the In- 
croachments that have been made on the Autho« 
rity of Councils by the Biſhops of Rome, which 
here followeth, ſeems to be no improper Intro- 
duction to the reading of them. | Ek 
The Catholick Church being a Society inſtituted 
by Chriſt, into which the People of all Nations 
having ſubmitted themſelves to him as their Law- 


. giver, were to be admitted ; Chriſt muft neceſſa- 


rily be ſuppoſed, at the ſame time that he ereted 
his Church into a Society, to have preſcribed a cer- 
tain Form of Government to it, with a Power to 
make ſuch Laws and Orders as ſhould be neceſſary 
to its Preſervation ; as alſo to puniſh ſuch of its 
Members as ſhould obſtinately deny any of the 
great Truths; or tranſgreſs any of the known _ 
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ties, Which upon their admiſſion into it, they did 
ſolemnly promiſe and vow to believe and ob. 
ſerve. =. 

Now this being ſuppoſed, which of the three 
Forms of Government, Democracy, Monarchy, 
or Ariſtocracy, is the beſt, in having the feweſt In- 
conveniencies attending it, about which People 
may wrangle to Eternity without ever coming to 
any Agreement, is not the Queſtion here ; but 
the true Queſtion is, Under which of theſe Forms 


'of Government Chriſt when he founded his 


Church did put it. 
As to Democracy, it neither was nor could be 


the Form of Government under which Chriſt put 
his Church, and that for this Reaſon, becauſe that 


Form of Government, if it can any ways ſubſiſt, 


muſt have its Subjeas near together z whereas 
Chriſt deſigned that his Church ſhould ſpread it 
{elf over the whole Earth, as it did over a great 
part of it within a few Years after it was firſt 
founded. 

As to Monarchy, it is true it might, if Chriſt 
had fo thought fir, have been the Form of the Go- 
vernment of his Church ; but it is as certain that 
he did not ordain it to be its Government, as it is, 
that the Apoſtles did not immediately after his 
Aſcenſion, change the Government that he had 
inſtituted ; which if it is a thing not to be ima- 
gined, Chriſt muſt then have pur his Church under 


an Ariſtocracy, it being very plain from the Scrip- 


ture, that that was the Form of Government the 
Church was under in the Apoſtles Days. 

So the firſt time the Church after it was found- 
ed, acted as a Body that we read of, was, when 
the Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled together to 
quench a Diſſenſion ariſen among Chriſtians con- 


Ccerning Circumciſion, and ſome other Moſaical 


Obſer- 


IKE $0 


EE Conncils” 2 
 Obſfervances, As the 15th, in which Aſſembly it 
is Plain, that the Church acted as an Ariſtocracy : 
And tho it 1s moſt probable that St. Fames, and 
not St. Peter, was the Preſident of this Council , 
yet whoever was, It 15 certain he did not preſide 
therein as a Monarch, but as a Fellow-Judg with 
the reſt of his Brethren. — 
According to which Apoftolical Pattern, the 
Paſtors and Governours of the Church who ſuc- 
ceeded the Apoſtles, as often as there was occaſion, 
uſed to meet together in Councils to treat about 
the Aﬀairs of their reſpetive Churches, making 
ſuch Laws and Canons, and inflicting ſuch Cenſures 
as the Neceſſities of the Church required : All 
which was done without the leaſt Syllable of the 
Church having a Monarch ſet over it on Earth by 

Chriſt. _” | ; | . 
Thus the Church was governed in all gens for 
near 300 Years by Provincial Councils of Biſhops : 
Not that Presbyters, nay nor Lay-Chriſtians were 
wholly excluded from thoſe Aſſemblies ; the Lay- 
Members of the Church, when ſhe is under an In- 
fidel.Civil Government, being in tlie place of the 
Civil Magiſtrate to her : nevertheleſs it is certain 
that the Biſhops, as of a ſuperior Degree to Preſ- 
byters, had always the chief Authority in all ſuch 
Aſſemblies, and had probably a Negative upon 
wn Ce 
In the 4th Century, the Church being bleſſed 
with Chriſtian Emperors, began to meet by her 
Biſhops in Oecumenical or General Councils, which 
was an Advantage ſhe had not before enjoy'd, it 
not being a thing to be expected, that Princes of 
a contrary Religion ſhould ſuffer ſuch Aſſemblies 
oo mecn we thei Notes. . ' + + 5 > 
All which General Councils ated, and were 
juſtly eſteemed by all Chriſtians to be the Supream 
4 5 Legit- 
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Legiſlative Authority of the Church: and they 
looking upon themſelves as ſuch, condemned He- 
reſies, and made Canons about Diſcipline; and 
in a word, did every thing that belonged to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlative Power 3 and that without 


. ever taking the leaſt notice of an Authority on 


Earth that was ſuperior to theirs, or of the Con- 
ſent of any particular Prelats, as neceſſary to the 
validating of their Determinations. On the con- 
trary, thoſe Reverend Aſſemblies were all called 
by the Emperors, who in their Convocation of 


them, appointed the Place where, and the Time 


when they were to meet, ſending ſome of the 
graveſt of their Senators to aſſiſt at'them, and pro- 
tet them ; and diſſolving them when they had fi- 
niſhed what they were called to do. All which 
was done without any Proteſtations having ever 
been made againſt it by any Biſhop,as an Incroach- 
ment upon his Eccleſiaſtical Prerogative. Nay, 
thoſe Councils were fo far from dreaming of the 
Biſhop of Rome's having that Monarchical Autho- 
rity in the Church which he now pretends to have, 
that that Prelat, tho he had often and earneſtly 
delired it, could never get one of thoſe Aſſemblies 
to meet in the Weſt where his See was. And as 
to the Canons and Determinations of thoſe Bodies, 
they were fo far from thinking that Biſhop's Con- 
ſent to them to be neceſſary, that they made ſome 
not only without it, but contrary to it : Witneſs 
the 30th Canon of the Council of Calcedon; in which 
any one that will look into it, may plainly ſee what 
the Fathers in the 5th Century univerſally, reckon- 
ed to be the Foundation of any Primacy, or rather 
Precedency, that the Biſhop of Rome had; and in 
cale that Prelat happened to be convicted by them 
of Hereſy, they condemned him with the fame 


freedom as they would have done 
ne any other Prelat, 
as they did Honorius, F All 


of CounciLs. 5 


Aft which, if true, as it is a clear Demonſtra- 
tion that thoſe Councils look'd upon themſelves as 
the Supream Legiſlative Authority of the Church, 
ſo the Truth of the whole thereof is ſo manifeſt 
from the publick Acts of thoſe Aſlemblies, that 
there cannot be a greater Inſtance of an invincible 
Hardineſs againſt the brighteſt Evidence than that 
the Roman Champions give, in afftirmin}F the Pope 
to have always had the ſame Authority he now 
pretends to, and that he exerciſed in the Con- 
vention of Trent over General Councils: His pre- 
ſent Pretenſions being, 

1. That the Power of Calling, Suſpending, 
Tranſlating and Diſlolving General Councils is 
ſolely in him. | 

2. That he is the ſole Judg when the Calling of 
ſuch Aſſemblies is neceſlary. 

3- That he can give a Right to vote in them to 
Eccleſiaſticks who are not Biſhops, and to as many 
as he pleaſeth, which he has actually done to great 
Numbers of Abbots, and to the Generals of 
the Religious Orders, and to ſuch Cardinals who 
are but Deacons. | 

4. That none ovght to ſit and vote in a General 
Council, that have not on ſome occaſion or other 
taken an Oath of Obedience to him. 

5. That he is to preſide in them, either in Per- 
ſon, or by his Legats, and that with ſuch an abſo- 
lute Authority, that nothing can be ſo much as 
propoſed in them, by any but by bim or his Legats. 

Laſtly, That nothing that is done in them is of 
any Validity until he has confirmed it, 

Having named theſe Pretenſions, it would be to 
affront the Reader, to offer to prove to him, that 
the Aſſemblies that ſubmir themſelves to them, can 
have no Authority, and that the Church in her 


Body Repreſentative is made thereby, what Ca- 
- a 3 jetan 
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jetan faith ſhe is, the Pope's Servant or Slave, and 


not his Mother. 

And as it isa thing worth any ones enquiry, how 
this great Change in the Goyernment of the Church 
was brought about, ſo to the beſt of my Obſerva- 


tion, it was by theſe following Steps, that the Popes. - 


aſcended to this Pinnacle of Eccleliaſtical I yranny, 
1. As $0 the Power of Calling and Dillolving 
General Councils, the thing that brought that 
into his Hands, was the breaking of the Roman 
Empire into ſeveral independent Kingdoms and 
Commonwealths; by which means it coming not 
to be in the Power of any. one Prince, as It was 
formerly, to call all the Biſhops to a Council, the 
Pope ſeized upon it ; and having once got it, he 
took care to keep it as one of the chief Jewels of 
his Crown ; for the ſake of which, and divers other 
Advantages which accrued to the Papacy, by the 
breaking of the Roman Empire into ſo:many inde- 
pendent Principalities, the Popes. will always take 
care to keep thoſe Principalities from ever conſo- 
lidating again into one great Monarchy: a Uni- 
verſal Monarchy being a thing the Popes will 
never truſt either their. Catholick or. Afoſt Chriſtian 
Son withal, how zealous ſoever they may other- 


wile appear to be for their Religion. 


A ſecond Step towards this Eccleſiaſtical Ty- 
ranny, was the Pope's ſtretching that Honorary 
Primacy of Order, that was given him in Ge- 
neral Councils purely on the. Conſideration of 
Rome's being the chief City in the Empire, to a 
Primacy of Juriſdiction over thoſe Aſſemblies ; 
which was the eaſier done through that prodigious 
gnorance of antient Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory which 
reigned for ſome Apes in the Weſt, _ 0 

The third was, thoſe groſs Impoſtures of the 
Deeretal Epiſtles which were forged in the ninth 

| Century, 
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Century, on purpoſe to advance the Papal Autho- 
rity, they being univerſally beiteved to have been 
written by the antient Biſhops of Rome, on whom 
they were fathered. 

The fourth was, the Weſtern Church after its 
having broke ' off Communion with all other 
Churches,.coming to look upon it ſelf as the whole 
Catholick Church ; by which means any Power 
that had been given to the Biſhop of Rome, as Pa- 
triarch of the Weſt, was reckoned to extend to 
the whole Catholick Church. 

But the laſt and great Step to theſe and all other 
Papal Uſurpations was, the great Lands and Re- 
venues which were beſtowed on the Roman See, 
upon the Fall of the Zombards, by Charles the 
Great, and other Princes; which great Riches, 
with the aſſiſtance of pious Frauds, chiefly of 
that Madneſs the Popes and their Monks inſpired 
Princes with, who ſtood in the way of their Ambi- 
tion, of going as far as the Holy Land to deſtroy 
themſelves ; theſe, I ſay, enabled that Prelat to lay 
both Church and Empire at his Feet, the Eccleſi- 
alticks, if they had been willing, not being able 
to cope with a Power which at one time or other 
had trampled on moſt of the great Crowns of 
Europe - all which was to come to paſs, that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled, which ſpeaking of 
the Antichriſt that was to come, ſay, that after 
that which withheld, that is, the Roman Empire, 
was taken out of the way, he was to /it in the Tem- 

- ple of God, as God; that is, he was to oppreſs the 
_ Church as a Monarch or Tyrant, and was ſo to 
bewitch the Kings of the Earth by his Sorcerzes, 
and the World by his lying Signs and Wonders, as 
to be in a Condition to deſtroy all that would not 
take his Mark upon them, by ſubmitting their 
v0uls and Bodies to his Tyranny. 
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But to return to the Popes Uſurpations upon 
General Councils. | 
* The firſt Council called by any Pope, that had the 2 
Title of General given it by the Roman Canoniſts | 7 
themſelves, was that of the Lateran, convocated in | 
the Year 1123, by Calixtus the ſecond, againſt the ''? 
Saracens ; of which Synod, tho neither the Letters 7 
Convocatory, nor the AQts are extant, that we 7 


know of, nevertheleſs there is no doubt to be 
made of its having been both called, and abſolute- 
ly governed by the Pope: but it is not ſo clear 


how or when it came to be firſt ſtiled a General _} 


Council, for it does not appear that it ever look'd 
vpon it ſelf as ſuch, unleſs it was that the late 
Canoniſts would right or wrong ſtile it ſo, to 
have as early a Precedent as might be for the Pope's 
having an Abſolute Authority over ſuch Aſſem- 
blies. * The fame is applicable to the ſecond and 
third Zateran Synods, hone of which can be called 
General Councils, but by the ſame Bull that the 
Roman is called the Catholick Church. 

" The fourth Zateran Synod, convocated by Inno- 
cent the Third, in the Year 1215, againſt the 
Waldenſes, was call'd, it's true, as a General Coun- 
cil; Immocent having in his Letters Convocatory 
commanded all the Biſhops of the Eaſt and Welt 
ro repair to it: but when it met, tho very nume- 
rous, there was no Aſſembly that it was leſs like 


than a General Council; for beſides that it was 


in a manner made up of Italians, the Abbots and 
Priors that ſat and had Votes in it, were above 
double the number of the Biſhops, who being all 
jumbled together had not one grain of Authority 


among them. The firſt Council of Zjons, called by 


Innocent the Fourth, in the Year 1 245, againſt 


Frederick the Emperor, and the ſecond of the ſame 
place, call'd by Gregory the Tenth, in the Year 1 274, 
- ME x a en Won Fer Fo Wir oo ny 2N 
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and the Council of Yien called by Clement the 5th, 
in the Year 1311, which are all reckoned by the 
Roman Canoniſts to have been General Councils, 
were all but motley Aſſemblies of Biſhops, Pri- 
ors, and Abbots, without any thing of Authority, 
being called for no other end but to give ſome 
Countenance to ſuch things as the Popes had a 
mind to have done. | 

But the Latin Church, tho it was for ſome Ages 
under this Bondage, had not it ſeems ſo far loſt 
all ſenſe of Liberty, as not to ſtrive, when it had 
an Opportunity put into its Hands, to recover 
it again. The Story of the Struggle betwixt the 
Popes and Councils, which laſted ſeveral Years, 
as It is a thing not improper to my purpoſe, ſol 
hope it will not be ungrateful to the Reader, who 
therein on the'Popes Side, will meet with ſuch a 
train of Falſhood and Diſlimulations, as is not, 
that I know of, to be met with any where elſe in 
Hiſtory. 

Gregory the 11th, who had brought back the 
Papal Court from Avignion, where it had been 70 
Years, to Rome again, dying in the Year 1378, 
the Nobles and People of Rome, knowing the Ma- 
jority of the Cardinals at that time to be French 
and fearing that if they ſhould chuſe a Pope of 
their own Nation, he might go back to Avignion, 
did by force of Arms oblige all the Cardinals, be- 
fore they came to an Election, to take an Oath to 
chuſe a Pope who was a Roman, or at leaſt an Ita- 
lian > Which the Cardinals having taken, they 
Choſe Bartholomew Arch-Biſhop of Bar, who was 
by birth a Neopolitan, but had lived moſt of his 
time in France, and who took the Name of Urban. 
The Cardinals, at leaſt the major part of them, 
as ſoon as they were at liberty, leaving Rome, re- 
tired firſt to 4149139, and afterwards to Rm 
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from whence they writ to Bartholomew, conjuring 


him by all that was Sacred, ſince he could not but 


be ſenſible that his Election, being a forced AR, 
was null, not to pretend to be Pope. But Bar- 
tholomew was not to be perſwaded out of the Papal 
Chair now he was in it, which way ſfoever he got 
into it. The Cardinals proceeded to a new EleQti- 
on at Fundi, and choſe Robert Brother to the Earl 
of Savennes, and Cardinal Presbyter of the 12 
Apoſtles, Pope, who took the Name of Clement, 
Which two Popes, inſiſting on their ſeveral Rights, 
and not without great ſhew of Reaſon, both of 
them having had their Titles to the Papacy made 
good by innumerable and undeniable Miracle 

wrought by the Saints under their ſeveral Obedi- 
ences, they thereby begun a Schiſm which laſted at 


leaſt 40 Years; and which in the End gave the 
Weſtern Church an opportunity to recover her 


Liberty in a great meaſure again, tho when ſhe 
had it ſhe was not able to keep it long. 


For the Chriſtian Princes,who were near equally 
- divided betwixt the two Popes, growing weary of 
the Quarrels of ſo long a Schiſm, did all agree to 
- have a Council aſſembled at P:ſa to find out ſome 


way to put anend toit. That Council conſiſted 


of a great number of Cardinals and Biſhops; and 7 


there were preſent in it the Embaſſadors of the 
King of the Romans, and of England, France, Po- 


land, Jeruſalem, Sicily, Cyprus, and divers other 


Princes. They being afſembled in the Year 1 409, 
after having ſummoned both the Popes, who were 
at that time Angelus Corarius called Gregory the 
12th, and Peter de Luna called Benedi# the 1 4th, 
depoſed them both upon their not appearing nei- 
ther in Perſon, nor by their Procurators, as incor- 
rigible Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, and as guilty of Col- 
Iu/zon and Perjury, each of them having {worn to 

' reſign 
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of Councils. 1 
reſign the Papacy when the other ſhould do it. 
They having thus declared the Roman See vacant, 
obliged every Cardinal, before they would give 
way to their filling of it again, to give it under 
his Hand, that in caſe he ſhould be choſen Pope, 
he ſhould not diſſolve the Council, until the 
Church was reformed both in its Head and Members ; 
making a Decree likewiſe, that in caſe any Car- 
dinal that was then abſent ſhould be choſen by 


them, his Ele&tion ſhould not be publiſhed until he - 


had given the Synod the ſame Security. After 
which the Cardinals, who were 24 in number, pro- 
ceeded to an Eleftion, and choſe Peter Philarygi a 
Greek, the Cardinal of the 12 Apoſtles, and who 
had ſtudied Philoſophy at Oxford, who took the 
Name of Alexander the 5th. After whoſe Coro- 
nation the Council paſſed a Decree, that another 


General Synod ſhould meet in the Year 1472, in 


ſome City to be named a Year before, and that in 


the mean time Proviacial Councils ſhould be aſſem- 


bled in all Countries. 


Alexander the 5tb dying in ten Months after he 
_*was choſen, was ſucceeded: by Cardinal Tafſa an 
Ttalan, who took the Name of Fobn the 23d, and 


who, when two Years were expired, did, in obe- 
dience to the Council of P:ſa, call a Synod at 
Rome 3, which, upon a pretence that there was not 


a ſufficient Number of Prelats for the celebrating 


of a General Council, he diſſolved preſently after 
It met. 


| But the Council of Piſa having, inſtead of ex- 
tinguiſhing, increaſed the Schiſm, by adding a - 


third Pope to the two that were before, the Chri- 
ſtian Princes, after having obliged every one of the 
Three to take an Oath to reſign their Claim to 
the Papacy whenever the other two did it, forced 


John the 224, who was owned as Pope by moſt of 
Joon the 2.3 ns nts hin: 
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them, to call a Council to meet at Conſtance ir 


the Year 1415, and to promiſe to aſliſt at itn | 
Perſon : Which Council being met at the time ap. | 
pointed, and having preſently diſcovered that 
Fobn, notwithſtanding all his Promiſes and Oaths 


to the contrary, was at that time caballing with 


Princes to maintain him inthe Papacy ; the firſt 


thing it did, was to require Fohy immediately to 
bind himſelf by Bulls, to obſerve the following 
Orders. 1. That the preſent Synod ſhould not be 
diſſolved, until the Union was perfe&ted. 2. That 
it ſhould not be removed from Conſtance. 3. That 
he himſelf ſhould not depart from thence till it 
was done, 4. That he ſhould conſtitute a Procu- 
rator, with full Powers to reſign the Papacy in his 
Name. And, laſtly, That it ſhould not be lawful 
for any Prelat to leave the Council, or not to re- 
pair to it, but in caſe of Poverty or Sickneſs. To 
which Demands Fobn, the next Day after they were 
made, returned the following Anſwers. 1. That 
the Council ſhould nor be diſſolved until it had fi- 
niſhed the Union. 2. That it was nevertheleſs his 
Opanion, that it would be convenient to have it 
tranſlated to Nice in Provence, and for him to go 
thither to it in Perſon. And, laſtly, That he was 
reſolved to make his Ceſſion in Perſon, which he 
reckoned would be more honourable both for him- 
ſelf and the Synod, than to do it by Proxy. But 
the Fathers not being fatisfy'd with this ſhuffling 
Anſwer, and inſiſting upon having his Ceſſion im- 
mediately under his Hand, he promiſed them 
faithfully that they ſhould have it next Morning 3 


but before that came, he ſtole out of Conſtance by 


Night in a Woman's Apparel, and was got to 
Schafbouſen,a Town then belonging to the Duke of 
Auſtria, (now one of the Cantons) who had pro- 
miſcd to prote@ him if he were oncein his Terri- 


tories, 


Mens 0 L£ 


of Councirts. 13 
tories. From which Place he immediately wrote 


to the Council, to aſſure them that the Reaſon of 


his having retired from Conſtance, was not to a- 
void the being obliged to make a Ceſlion, but on 


the contrary, that he might do it with the more 


Liberty and Security, which he reckoned he might 
do at Schafhouſen where he now was. But his Let- 
ters to the King of Poland,and all the other Princes 
under his Obedience, tho writ at the ſame time, 
were in a quite contrary Strain, in which he en- 
deavoured to juſtify his having left the Council, 
'Z becauſe he and it were both robbed of their Li- 
7 berty, his Life having been likewiſe in great dan- 


ger by a Conſpiracy which he had diſcovered ; 


complaining likewiſe of the Biſhop of Salisbury, 
who had faid publickly, and in the Emperor's 


hearing, that the Emperor was ſuperior both to 


him and the Council; none daring to reprove him 
for ſuch ſcandalous Doctrine. 

The Council, when it came to hear next Morn- 
ing that Jobs had given them the ſlip, was in great 


diſorder, and continued under a great Conſterna-. 


tion, till the Emperor came amongſt them, and 
. aſlured them that he would prote& them againſt 
the Duke of Auſtria, and all the Enemies Jobn was 
able to raiſe up againſt them : The Fathers were 
likewiſe much confirmed by a Sermon preached to 
them at that time by the Learned Fobn Gerſon 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Par, who de- 
monſtrated to them, that being a General Coun- 
cil, they were ſuperior to the Pope, and might fit 
and act without him. | 


Pope John, who had too many Spies in the Coun- + 


cil not to be acquainted with every Word that 
was faid in it, reckoning he was too near the Em- 
peror at Schafhouſen, which is but four Leagues from 
Conſtance, removed from thence to the Caſtle of 
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that the Council now the Pope had left it, was | 


Loufemberg z which tho he did in great haſte, yet 
before he. begun his Journey, he declared, by a 7 
Publick Inſtrument, that he was under no Obliga- 7 
tion to obſerve the Oaths and Promiſes he had ta- 
ken and made at Conſtance, having been forced 
to take and make them, by a Fear that was ſuf. 
ficient to make any A that it cauſed to be invo- #3 
luntary, pretending to awe his having left Schaf- 7 
bouſen, by having diſcovered that he was therein 7 
danger of his Life, which he was willing to pre- 7? 
ſerve ; becauſe ſhould he be murdered before the 3 
two Pretenders to the Papacy had made their Cef- Z 
ſions, they in all probability would never be per- 7 
ſwaded to it. | -” 

When Job» left Schafhouſen, the Cardinals who 
had been ſent thither by the Council to perſwade 
him to come back, returned to Conſtance ; and fix 7 
of them at the following Seſſion, declared therein, |: 


dilolved. Which bold Declaration gave occaſion 7 
to the Fathers to lay the Ax to the Root of the 2? 
Tree, all of them, but particularly the Cardinal 7? 
Peter ae Aliaco and Fobn Gerſoh, maintaining there- | * 
Upon, That the Pope being inferior to a General 
Council, which the preſent Synod was, he could 
not diſſolve it without its own Conſent ; and ac- 
cordingly in the next Seſſion, at which, with the 
Emperor, there aſliſted nine Cardinals and two 
hundred Fathers, the Embaſſadors of the Kings of # 
England, France, Poland, Norway, Cyprus and Na- 
var, with ſeveral German Princes, being preſent, 

the following Conſtitutions being read, and una- 
nimouſly agreed to, were publiſhed by the Cardi- 
nal of Florence z which Conſtitutions, being as the 
Magna Charta of General Councils, I ſhall here Þ 
tet down at length, ; 
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Is the Name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


* HIS Holy Synod of Conſtance, being a Ge- 
« L{ neral Council lawfully aſſembled in the 
« Holy Spirit, to the Praiſe of Almighty God, 
« for the Extirpation of a Schiſm, and the Union 
« and Reformation of the Church of God, both 
« inits Head and Members, doth, for the eaſier 
« and ſafer obtaining of the ſaid Union and Re- 
« formation of God's Church, ordain, define, 
« decree, and declare, as followeth. | 


< In the firſt place it declareth, That it being 
* lawfully congregated in the Holy Spirit, is a 
*© General Council, and repreſents the Catholick 
© Church; and that having its Authority imme- 
© diately from God, all Perſons of whatſoever 
* State or Dignity, the Papal not excepted, are 
*© bound to obey it in all things appertaining to 
* the Faith, and the Extirpation of Schiſm, and 
* the Reformation of the Church in its Head and 
« Members. 
<« It furthermore declareth, That whoſoever, 
of what State, Condition or Dignity ſoever, the 
Papal not excepted, ſhall obſtinately contemn, 
and deny to yield Obedience to the Commands, 
Statutes,Ordinances and Precepts of this Sacred 
Synod, in any of the foreſaid Matters, or in 
any thing that has or ſhall be done relating to 

" them, if he does not repent thereof, ſhall be 
ſubjected to condign Penances; and if it be 
found neceſſary, recourſe ſhall be had againſt 


* himto other legal Remedies. . 
« The 


16 An Introdufory Diſcourſe 

« The ſaid Holy Synod doth furthermore de- 
& clare and ordain, That Pope Fob the 23d ſhall 
&< not remove or tranſlate the Roman Court, or 
<« any of its Publick Offices, to any other Place from 
« this City of Conſtance ; nor ſhall directly or indi- 
&« rectly compel the Officers of the ſaid Courts to 
& follow him to any other Place, without the Con- 


_ & ſent and Approbation of the ſaid Holy Synod ; 


« and in caſe he has already done it, or ſhall do it 
« hereafter, or ſhall iſſue forth any Proceſſes or 
« Mandates againſt the ſaid Officers, or any other 


< Perſons that adhere to this Synod, or ſhall ful- 


« minate any Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, or other Pe- 
& nalties, againſt any ſuch Perſons, all ſuch Cen- 
« ſures ſhall be void and of no effect; neither ſhall 
< any Obedience be yielded to ſuch nulled Cen- 
« ſures, Proceſſes and Penalties : So that the ſaid 
«< Officers may notwithſtanding them freely ex- 
<« erciſe their Offices in the ſaid City of Conſtance, 


« during the ſitting of the preſent Synod therein. 


*© It furthermore ordains and defines, That all 
«* and every Tranſlation of Prelats, as alſo all De- 
<< privatigns of them, or of any other beneficed 


_ « Perſons, Officers, Adminiſtrators of Commen- 
«© das; as alſo all Revocations of Donations, and . - 
* all Monitions, Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, Proceſſes, 


«© Sentences ; and whatſoever Acts are or ſhall be 
* done by the ſaid Pope John, or by any of his 
* Ofhcers and Commiſſaries, to the Prejudice of 
«« the ſaid Synod, from the Day it firſt met, or of 
any that adhere to it, are ipſo faFo voidund 


** null, and are by the Authority of this Synod 
_ < declared fo to be. | 


* It doth furthermore declare, That the ſaid 
** Pope Fobn, and all the Prelats and Perfons who 


_ ** were called to this General Council, as alſo all 


-- that aſliſt thereat, have been, and at this time 
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« are in poſſeſſion of an intire Liberty, for any 
« thing the ſaid Council knows to the contrary. 
« To the Truth whereof this Sacred Synod calls 
<« Godand Man to witneſs. | 


\ But the Council being ſenſible that theſe, and a 
thouſand more ſuch Conſtitutions, after they ſhould 


come to have a ſingle Pope again with an indj- 


ſputable Title, would be too weak Cords to hold 
ſuch a Sampſon, if they had not a continual Check 
upon him, to prevent the Church's relapſing into 
its former Bondage, did wiſely ordain that Coun- 
cils ſhould meet frequently, by the following 
Decree. _ 


" "'E 8 frequent Meeting of General Coun- 
" cils, being the chief Culture of the Lord's 


_ © Field, for the extirpating of the Thorns and 


« Briars of Hereſy, Errors and Schiſms, and for 
* the reforming of Abuſes and Exdeſles, to the 
<« rendring of the Lord's Vineyard fruitful, the 


« long intermiſſion of them diſſeminating and 


* nouriſhing all the foreſaid Evils ; all which both 
* the Memory of Times paſt, and the Conlidera- 


« tion of the preſent State of Afﬀairs, do plainly _ 


< ſet before our Eyes: For which Caule, we do by | 
** this perpetual Edict eſtabliſh, decree, and or- 


<* dain, That General Councils be frequently held, - 


&« and that the firſt do meet at the end of five 
« Years after the diſſolution of this, and the ſe- 
* cond at the end of ſeven Years after that : Af-_ 
6© ter which a General Council ſhall be perpetually 
< held, from ten Years to ten Years, in ſuch Pla- 
* ces as the Pope ſhall, a Month before the Dillo- 
&« Jutionof every Council, but with the Conſent 


** and Approbation of the ſaid Council, appoint 3 


£ and incaſe the Pope ſhould deny to do it, the 
= b * Cougs 
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Council is then bound 'to- appoint 'it, that To 
by a certain Continuation, a Conncil 'may be 
always either fitting, or in view within a 
certain Term of Years; which Term 1t ſhall 
be lawful for the Pope to ſhorten, if there 
ſhonld be occaſion for it, with the Advice of 
his Brethren:the Cardinals, bat on no Account to 
prolong it: Neither ſhall it be lawful for him, 
except in a caſe of viſible Neceſlity, as of a 
Siege, War, Peſtilence, and the like, to change 
the Place that has been appointed ; and when 
he does it in ſuch a caſe,it ſhall be with-the-Con- 
ſent of his Brethren the Cardinals, or of two 
thirds of them ; and he ſhall then aſſign ſome 
other Place, as near as may be with conveni- 
ence to the Place that was firſt appointed, and 


in the ſame Nation, in caſe the ſame Impedi- 


ments do not extent! to all the Parts thereof ; 
which if they ſhould happen to do, it ſhall then 
be called in the next Country to it ; to 'which 
Place all Prelats and others, who do uſe to be 
called to Councils, are bound to repair, as if 
it had been the Place at firſt appointed : Which 
change of Place, and abbreviation of Time, the 
Pope is bound legally and ſolemnly to publiſh, 
and intimate a Year before the expiration of 
the Time that was firſt fixt, that fo the Prelats 


may all at the Time appointed repair to the/Ce- 


* lebration of a Council. 


A certain Prelat, whoſe Name I have not been : 


able to recover, foreſeeing, -it is like, that this 
wholſome Conſtitution would in a ſhort time come 
to nothing, by the Power that was given tothe Pope 
to change the Place that had been fixt when there 
was a Neceſlity of it, of which Neceflity he was the 
Judg, propoſed ſome Heads to the Synod, which 

| | | had 
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had they begn agreed to, and executed, would ef- 
fecually have ſecured the Church from a Relapſe. 
The firſt was, That neither the,Pope nor his Car- 
dinals ſhauld be allowed to liitin.a Council whoſe 
chief ,Buſineſs was to reform them, .it not being fit 
that any Man ſhould be Judg in his own Cauſe. 
_ The ſecond was, That the Cardinals who had 
choſen Joby, knowing him to be a moſt flagitious 
Perſon, ought to be ſeverely puniſhed for it, and 
not be permitted to fit in the Council, | 
The third was, That. the Cardinals who. had of 
their own accord followed John,when he ſtole out of 
Conſtance, ought to be expelled the Council, as they 
ought alſo to be who had affirmed the Synod to be . 
diſſolved upon John's having run away from it. 
Laſtly, That till the Power of the Pope and his 
Miniſters was ſuſpended and retrenched, it was a 
vain thing to think of reforming the Church, ei- 
__ ther in its Head or Members. I will not fay that 
theſe Propoſals were Jobs Gerſon's, thothey do a- 
gree in the main with what we meet with .in his 
Treatiſes writ on this -Occaſion ; but-I think one 
may venture to ſay, they were things not unwor= 
#hy. either of his great Piety or Learning. 
_ Pope. Fobn, who was for leaving, no Stone un- 
turned, to keep in that beloved Chair which he 
had ſo often ſworn to reſign, underſtanding that 
his preſent ;Protector, the Duke of Auſtria, was 
about ſubmitting himſelt to the Emperor, one of 
the Articles whereof he knew would be, That he 
ſhould deliver him into; the Hands of the Council, 
endeavoured by large.Promiſes to engage the Duke 
of Burgundy in his Quarrel ; with whom, that he 
might treat” with the. more privacy and ſecurity, 
he ſtole away,with two Servants only,to Friburgh 3 
and from-(thence he removed to Briſac, at which 


Place the. Nuncios who were ſent after him by the 
| b 2 | | Coun- 


20 A Introduftory Diſcourſe 


Council, with Powers to require him to ſign a Pro- 


 curation, in a Form preſcribed by the Synod, to 


reſign the Papacy, overtook him ; who having de- 
manded that of him, he promiſed that they ſhould 
have his Anſwer next Morning : But before that 
came he was gone, having ſtoln out of Briſac in 
the Night; and the next news the Nuncios heard 
of him was, that he had been at Newburgh, but had 
been frighted out of that City by a falſe-Report 
he had met with: there, of the Emperor's advan- 
Cing that way with an Army, and that he was re- 
turned to Friburgh again ; at which City the Nun- 
cios having gone after him, prevailed with him to 


ſign the foreſaid Procuration, but it was clogg'd 
by him with ſuch Conditions, as he knew very well 


the Council would never agree to: Neither was 


he miſtaken,the Council, when that Inſtrament was, 

preſented to them by the Nuncios, rejecting it 
with Indignation as an Aﬀront to their Wiſdom ; 
and being grown weary of treating any longer 


with ſuch a falſe ſhuffling Man, gave order to have 
him proceeded againſt judicially, knowing very 
well there would be Crimes proved upon him, for 
which,were there no ſuch thing as Schiſm, he would 
deſerve to be depoſed; Simony, Perjury.and a moſt 
flagitious courſe of Life having been proved againſt 
him, by Witneſſes againſt whoſe Teſtimonies there 
could be no Exception. He was accuſed like- 
wile of having poiſoned his Predeceſſor, and of 
having many times in Diſcourſe diſcovered, that 
he did not believe the Immortality of the Soul. 
After which the Council, tho fully ſatisfied of his 
Guilt, yet that it might not be ſaid of them that 
they had condemned a Man for enormous Crimes, 
without having firſt heard what he had to ſay in his 


_ own Defence, ordered his Proceſs to be carried to 
him by five Prelats, to ſee what he had to objet 


againſt 
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againſt it; who having waited upon him with it at 
Zell, found him very humble and tractable : he told 
them he was ſo ſorry for his having ſtole away 
from the Council as he did, that if it had been 
God's Will, he wiſh'd that his Death had preven- 
ted his having done it ; and that as he had no- 
thing to object to the Articles proved againſt him 


 inhis Proceſs, ſo he was prepared to ſubmit to the 


Sentence of the Synod thereon with a moſt pro- 
found Humility, deſiring nothing ſo much as that 
they would pronounce it ſpeedily upon him: .in 
which the Synod willingly gratified him, having 
ſo ſoon as it had his Anſwer, paſſed a Definitive 
Sentence, declaring him to be no longer Pope, aud 
prohibiting all Chriſtians any longer to own him 
as ſuch, or to give him the Title thereof, re- 
ſerving to themſelves a Power of inflicting ſuch 
other Puniſhments upon him as the Crimes he had 
been proved guilty of deſerved ; making a De- 


' cree at the ſame time, That in cafe the Roman 
See ſhould any ways come to be vacant, that the. 


Cardinals ſhould not proceed to the Election of a 


Pope, without the Conſent of the Council ; and 


that neither Baltaſar de Coſſa, lately John the 234d, 
nor Angelus de Corario, called Gregory the 12th, 
nor Peter de Luna, called Benedi@ the 14th, ſhould 
ever be choſe Pope, or if they were, their Electi- 
on ſhould be void. Which Sentence and Decree 
being carried to- Baltaſar de Coſſa at Zell, he gave 
his Conſent to them by a publick Inſtrument, 
taking an Oath never to do any thing to the Con- 
travention thereof. : | 

The Council having thus laid John, who was the 


! Pope they owned, alide ; its next buſineſs was to 


oblige the other two Pretenders to quit their 
Claims. As to Gregory the 12th, who was owned 


anly by a ſmall part of Italy, after a great many 
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Donblings he was prevailed with to appoint a Pro- 


curator to reſign the Papacy in his Name; but 
not to the Council, which having been called by 


Toby, he would not acknowledg, but to the King 


of the Romans - to which he was in good hopes the 
Council would never have agreed ; but he was 
diſappointed, his Reſignation by his Procurator 
Charles Malateſti being accepted; at which Grego- 
ry is ſaid to have been ſo angry, as, notwithſtand- 


ing he had a large and honourable Maintenance, 


allowed him, to have died quickly after of pure 
Vexation within himſelf, for having put ſach a 


Power out of his own Hands into the Hand of a 


Procurator. F 
But for Benedid the 1 3th, notwithſtanding that 


| Sigiſmund went into Spain on purpoſe to perſwade 
him to reſign, and was ſeconded therein by the. 


King of Arragon, in whoſe Country ke kept his 
Court, he would not promiſe to quit his Claim, 
but upon ſuch Conditions as he was certain would 
never be granted him; and upon the King of 4r- 
ragon's withdrawing his Obedience from him, he 
retired to a Peninſuli in the Kingdom of Yalentia, 
called antiently the Cherſoneſus, but at this time 
Rocha da Trung, where he lived ſeveral Years after 


he was declared by the Council not to be Pope, 


without ever reſigning his Title to it but with his 
laſt Breath. 

_ The Council being informed by S;giſmund when 
he returned from Spain, that Benedi was not to 
be perſwaded to retign, did thereupon name a ſe- 
lect Number of Prelats to judg his Cauſe ; and 


_ having ſummoned him to appear before them, el- 


ther in Perſon, or by his Proxy, in a hundred days, 
they ſent two Monks of Cluny to acquaint him 
with his being ſummoned, and to try whether 
20w that he was thrown off almoſt by every bo- 
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dy, they could perſwade him for the Peace of the 
Church to rehgn: when Bencdid# firſt ſaw the 
Monks coming towards him, he ſaid aloud to his 
Courtiers, Come, let us hear what theſe two Synodal 
Ravens bave to ſay to us; to which one of the 
Monks return'd this lively Repartee, That it was 
no wonder if Ravens did come to a Carcaſe that 
was thrown out. 

The Monks being returned to Conſtance without 
having been able to do any thing, and the hundred 
days being expired, the Synod declared the Ro- 
man See to be vacant; and having given Order to 
have it filled again, they joined a Majority of 0- 
ther Biſhops and Prelats to the Cardinals in the 
Election, making a Decree at the ſame time, that 
the new Pope ſhould not dillolve the Council until 
the Church was reformed both in its Head and Mem- 
bers : in purſuance whereof the Cardinals and o- 
ther Prelats having on the 8th of November 1417. 
entred the Conclave, on the third day after they 
were ſhut up they choſe Odo de Coulumna Cardinal 
Deacon of St. George, to the great Satisfaftion of 
Sigiſmund and the whole Council, who looking up- 
on him as a devout ſimple Man, did not doubt now 
that he was Pope, cf his complying with what he 
had promoted ſo much when he was Cardinal, 
But the Synod quickly found it ſelf miſtaken; for. 
notwithſtanding AMartim, which was the Name he 
took, comply'd ſo far with it, as to appoint Pavia 
to be the City the Council at the end of five Years 
was to meet at; nevertheleſs when he was ſpoke 
to by ſeveral of the Prelats, that they might go 
on with the Reformation of the Church in 1ts 
Head and Members, he told them very gravely; 


_ that that was not a time for fo good a Work; 


of which Anſwer when the French Prelats com- 


plained totheir King, #I0g him £0. oblige Adar- 
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tin to keep his Promiſe to them, in joining with 
the Synod to reform the Church ; the King fent 
them word, that if they had deſigned to have had 
the Church reformed, they ought to have done it 
before they choſe a Pope, ſince they might very 
well have known that when that was once done, it 
would be neither in his Power nor theirs to do it, 
as it was in the time of the Vacancy. The Synod's 
new Pope is ſaid furthermore to have given it a 
broad Intimation before he diſſolved it, how he 
ſtood affeted to their Decrees, telling them on a 
certain occaſion, and that of his own giving too, 
that he intended to obſerve every thing that had 
been conciliarily decreed by them, leaving it to 
them to judg whether what they had decreed con- 
eerning a General Councils being ſuperiour to 
the Pope was reckoned by him among their Con- 
ciliary Ads. | 
We are not told how the Council reſented this 
early Diſtindtion from their own Creature, if it 
was ever made by him, there being no mention of 
it in the Acts of the Council; but however that 
were, it is certain, that from the hour of his 
Election he intended nothing leſs than to go on 
with Councils on the Bottom whereon they had 
laced them : Nevertheleſs while Peter de Luna 


ed, which he did ſeveral Years after the Coun- . 
cil of Conftance was diſſolved, he was obliged in 


Intereſt not to run down the Authority of an 
Aſſembly, on whoſe Authority his own abſolute- 
ly depended : So at the end of four Years after 
the Diſſolution of the Synod of Conſtance, Peter 
de Luna being ſtill alive, he comply'd with the 
Decree of aſſembling a General Council at Pavia, 
giving Intimation thereof to all Chriſtian Prelats, 
but in ſuch a manner, that they had no reaſon to 
think he would be angry with them - if they did 

not 
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not repair to it. Which Council after he had 
opened it by four obſcure Legats, he tranſlated 
preſently to Siena, upon a pretence that the Plague 
was in Pavia, that being one of the Reaſons for 
which the Decree of Conſtance had allowed him 
to change the appointed place of a Synod : Bur 
the Legats not having been long at Sena before 
they found themſelves in a full Aſſembly of Bi- 
ſhops, and hearing of more that were coming to 


them, Martin to chaſtiſe their Forwardneſs, and to 


prejudice the World againſt Councils, as if the 
Plague had followed them whereſoever they went, 
diſſolved the Council of a ſudden upon the ſame 
pretence on which he had tranſlated it thither 
from Pavia; which Pretence the Hiſtory of the 
City of Sena tells us was a meer Falſhood, no- 
thing like the Plague having been at Sena at that 
time. But Peter de Luna being not only alive, but 
having engaged the King of A4rragon, upon a Quar- 
rel that was between him and Aartrm, to ſend 
Embaſladors to Siena to maintain his Title to the 
Papacy, Martin was thereby obliged to go on, 
ſhewing ſome Reſpe& to the Council of Conſtance, 
and ſo did in Obedience to its Decree, at the ſame 


time he diſſolved the Synod of Siena, call a 


Council to meet at the end of ſeven Years at Ba- 
//l; by which time, conſidering Peter's great Age, 
he did not much doubt but that he would be in his 
Grave ; which Council, tho Martin lived to con- 
vocate, and to ſend a Legat to it, he died juſt 
before the time it was to have met. 

 Eugenius the Fourth, who ſucceeded Mar- 
tin, finding a Council called to fit at Baſil by his 


| Predeceſſor, renewed the Convocation thereof ; 


and to encourage the Prelats to come to it, he 
named only the Year, but not the Day nor the 


Month whereon it was to meet, CORINNE Tan 
Ie | _ gina 
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dinal Fulianu, who was at. that time at the Head 
of an Army in Bobemia, his Legat to preſide 
therein. Which juggling of the Pope's having 
been obſerved by one Alexander a Monk, whoſe 
Name was high in the Church both for his Learn- 
ing and Piety, he in order to defeat Eugenius, 
who having given the World ſome Satisfaction in 


calling the Council, was for letting the Year ap-_ 


pointed for its ſitting both by the Synod of Con- 
ftance and his Predeceſſor, ſlip over quietly, re- 


paired to Baſil; and having called together all 


the Eccleſiaſticks that were within and about the 
City, he declared to them, that the time being 
now come for the celebrating of a General Coun- 
cit, in Conformity to the Decrees of the Synods 
of Conſtance and Siena, in their City, to which 
Synod all that have a right to vote in ſuch Aſſem- 
blies were bound to reſort, he reckoned he was 
obliged in Conſcience to come and make a pub- 
lick Declaration thereof upon the Place, that 1o 
it might be none of his fault if it were not aſlem- 
bled as it ought to be, both to maintain the Li- 
berty of the Church, and to reform it in its Head 


_ and Aembeys. But Eugenius having taken no no- 


tice of what was done by a private Monk in a fit of 
Zeal, the Univerſity of Paris, which, to give that 
Great and Learned Body its due, was in thoſe days 
the only ſtanding Authority that on all occaſions 
aſſerted the Liberty of the Church, that the Pope 
might not diſſolve the Council upon a pretence of 
no Eccleſiaſticks having repaired to it when it was 
called by him, diſpatched ſome of its learned 
Members to Bajl to promote its aſſembling, wri- 
ting at the ſame time to Sigiſmund King of the 
Romans, and moſt of the other Princes of Ger- 


oy to ſend their Embaſſadors and Pretats thi- 
r. 
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_ Eugenius being alarm'd by ſo great a Body's in- 
terpoling is Authority in the Buſineſs, writ to his 
Legat Fuliamus, ſo ſoorr as he had finiſtd his work 
in Bohemia, to repair to Bajzi' in Perſon, and' in the 
mean time to delegate ſome Eccleſtaſticks ro go 
thither, and open a Council to thoſe that were ſo 
clamorous to have one ; and accordingly Fulianus 
named John Palmar, an Auditor of the Sacred 
Palace, and Fobn de Ragu/zo the Procurator Gene- 
ral of the Dominicans, to go and begin the Coun- 
cit at Baſil, which they did m the Chapter-houſe 
of the Cathedralt on the 29th of Fuly, but with- 
out entring upon any Buſineſs of moment. 

Fulianus, who expected the poor Hu/ftes would 
not have been a Breakfaſt to his great and zealous 
Croiſado, after having deſtroy'd a few open Towns 
belonging to them, was deſerted by his whole 
Army, who, as if a pannick Fear had ſerzed them, 
difperſed all of a ſudden, without having ever 
ſeen the face of the People they had been raifed 
by Indulgences to extirpate, teaving their whole 
Baggage, which was very rich, behind them to the 
Huſſites, who drove Julianus to Ba/il to try whe- 
ther he was able to manage a Council againft 
them with better Succeſs than he had done an 
Army : But Fulianus had not been many days in 
that City, to which great numbers of Ecclefiaſticks 
and others had flock'd, before he received Orders 
from Fugenius to diſfolve the Council, and to in- 
timate to the Prelats that he deſigned to call a Sy- 
nod'in a ſhort time at Bononia, at which he in- 
_ tended to aflift in Perſon, alledging the following 
Reaſons for diſlolving of that of Baſil. 1. That 
there was not a ſufficient Number of Prelats at 
Bajjl to. celebrate a General Conncil, 2. That 
that City was infeſted with the Hereſy of the 
Huffites. 3. That the Princes in Its NEE 
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hood were im War one with another. And laſtly, 


that the Greeks, who at preſent ſeemed well diſ- 
poſed to ſubmit themſelves to him, were rather 
for having the Council at Boyonia than at Ba/4l. 

Fuljanus, when he firſt received theſe Orders, 
notwithſtanding he knew the Pope's Reaſons for 
diſſolving the Council to be all falſe, ſeemed incli- 
nable to have obeyed them, having forborn for 
ſome days after to a&t as Preſident : But having 
obſerved that the Princes and Prelats that were at 
Baſjl were all reſolved, notwithſtanding the Pope 
ſhould pretend to diſlolve it, to go on with the 
Council, and that the Cardinals who were fled 
thither from Rome, would all join with them there- 
in, he did not only reſume his Preſfidentſhip again, 
but was ſo far from executing the Pope's Orders, 
that he ſeem'd to go intirely into the Intereſts of 
the Council againſt him; and having accordingly 
ſummoned all the Embaſſadors, Cardinals and 
Prelats that were at Ba/zl, -to aſſemble on the 7th 
of December in St. Leonard's Church, it was there 
agreed that the firſt Seſſion of the Synod ſhould be 
celebrated in the Cathedral Church on the 14th 
day of the Month current; of which having or- 
dered an Inſtrument to be drawn up, they com- 
manded it to be affixed to the Gates of all the 
Churches 1n the City. 

The day of the Seſlion being come, and all the 
Cardinals, Embaſſadors and Prelats being aſſem- 


bled in the Cathedral, Ful:anus after Maſs made: 


a long and learned Speech to them ; which being 
ended, the Biſhop of Coutances aſcended the Pul- 
pit, and with an audible Voice read the Decree of 


the Council of Conſtance concerning the frequent 


Celebration of Councils, as alſo the Inſtrument 
of the Nomination of the City of Bafzl, toge- 
ther with Pope Martin, and Pope Evugenius's Let- 
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ters of Convocation ; after that they made ſeve- 
ral Orders about freedom of Speech, and againſt 
ſuch as ſhould hinder any Perſons from coming 
to Baſ;l, ordering likewiſe that the Prelats who 
aſliſted at the Council ſhould enjoy the full Profits 
of their Benefices, and naming the Notaries and 
other Officers of the Synod. 

Eugentus, Who could not brook to have his Au- 
thority thus affronted, thunders out from Rome a 
Bull of Diſſolation of the Council, in which, beſides 
his former fantaſtical Reaſons, he added that of the 
Synod*s having invited the Huſſttes, who were de- 
clared Hereticks, to come and treat with them : He 
alſo called a Synod at the ſame time to meet at the 
end of 18 Months at Bononia ;, and another ten 
Years after that was diſlolved,at Avignon,being con- 


tent it ſeems to ſyupererogate in giving the Church 
ſome time, and 


two Councils at the diſtance o 
which were to be celebrated in Cities under his 
temporal Juriſdiction, for one that was in being and 
out of his Territories, upon the Bottom of the 
Council of Conſtaxce, whoſe Eſtabliſhment he 
reckoned would be broke by his having called new 


Councils to meet, as he had now done. But Eu- 


genius, after he had given this bold Stroke, fear- 
ing leſt $;giſmund, whom he knew to be a great 
Friend to Councils, and who had his Embaſladors 
at Baſil, might be diſpleaſed with him for what 
he had done, writ Letters to him of the ſame 


Date with the Bull of Diſſolution, to ſatisfy him 


of the Neceſſity there was of calling a Council at 
Bononia for the Greeks, who ſeemed to be diſpoſed 
to ſubmit themſelves to the Roman Chair. To 


which Banter, for it was no better, Sigiſmund re- 
| tnrned a ſevere Anſwer, bearing date the gth of 


January, telling Eugenius in plain Terms, That the 
Reaſons' he had given for his having GO ” 
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 Þ Council of Ba{, were all fantaſtical, it being a 3 
F Jeſt to put off the doing of ſo neceſlary a Work 
; i as the Reformation of the Church, ypon a Surmiſe 
i | of the Greeks, who had for ſome hundreds of Years 
| been Schiſmaticks, appearing, to be,inclinable to 
If unite themſelves td the Roman See ; deſiring him 
i io alſo to conſider what would ,in all probability be F 
| the Conſequence of what he had done, the Fa- 27 
thers at Baſil being reſolved, notwithſtanding his 7 
| Diſſolution, to fit and act as a-Council, and in fo 
{| doing would be protected -by .all or moſt of the 
| i Princes of Exrope ; concluding his Letter with this 2 
.vehement Exhortation, © We do moſt earneſtly 
& beſeech and require your Holineſs, inour Lord 
c* Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Buſineſs this 1s,that conſider- 
& ing how what you have done, may tend to the 
& Subverſion of the Chriſtian Religion, you would 
< immediately remedy it,.by writing to the Pre- | 
& {ident and. Council, that they may proceed in + 
<* the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, in which they : 
q: * were called, to finiſh the Work they have in 
| ite * hand. ;Neither was Sigiſmund miſtaken in 
| it — treating what. Eugenius aliens concerning an U- 
= non with the Greeks, as a thing given out only for 
a. Colour; Eugenius having, after he had made this 
.uſe of it, lighted the,,Buſineſs of that Union, ® 
when the Greek Emperor's.Embaſſadors came from * 
Conſtantinople on, purpoſe to:treat with him about 
il It > which.hegid to that degree, after it had:been 
tht Jo far advanced by his Predeceſſor, as to put an 
218 .end to.it. It,is true, that Treaty was afterwards 
. revived by .him,; and that with great Zeal; but | 
when we come to that, we-ſhall ſee what was the ® 
1110 Reaſon of it. Eugenius. was writ to likewiſe by 2 
118 _ the Kings of Zngland, France, &c. who upon the Z 
3218 Synod's Nuncios coming to their Courts, had all © 
{ih geclared themſelves in its Fayour, to revoke his 
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pretended Diſſolution of it, that ſo he mightpre.- 
vent a Schiſm. And the French Clergy having 
been called by their King at Bourges tor their Opi- 
nion in this Matter, did unanimouſly declare them- 
ſelves on the ſide of the Council, deſiring his Ma- 
jeſty to eſpouſe its Quarrel, as the comman 'Con- 
cern of the Univerſal- Church. 

The Preſident JFukanus writ likewiſe paffionate- 
ly to his Maſter, to revoke his Bull that was ſo uni- 
verfally odious ; telling him in plain Terms, [that 
if he did not do it, and that ſpeedily too, he would 
raiſe ſach a Schiſm in the Church as had neverbeen 
ſeen in it before; concluding his :Letter to thim 
thus, © I have called upon Men on this Occaſion, 
<« till I am hoarſe ; I will therefore now call:upon 
« Chriſt, and beg:him to look with an Eye of Pity | 
* 'on his forſaken Church, which he purchaſed 
& with his own Blood. | 

The Synod likewiſe, which was not willing, if 
it could have helpt it, to have broke with Eupeni- 
us, diſpatched Nuncios.to him, to intreat himto 
revoke the ſaid Bull, and to come to themin/Per- 
ſon, or by his Legats, to aſliſt at the Reformation 
of the Church. To all which Remonſtrances Eu- 
genius'turned a deaf Ear, ſceming reſolved to ven- 
ture all, rather than ſuffer Councils: to go on on 
the Foot of. that of Conſtance ; which, tho he never 
mentioned it, was the true Ground: of [his Quarrel 
with the Baſzleans; and they being ſenſible. thatut 
was:{o, now that they had ſo many Friends abroad, 
did ſet about eſtabliſhing their own Authority, .by 
paſling thefollowing Decrees. 


« x, That the Sacred Synod of Baſil, imhaving 
© been aſſembled according tothe Decrees of the 
&« Councils of Conſtance and Siena, and with the 
« Concurrence'of the 'Pope, was a lawful 'Gene- 
OS KCC . & 2, That 
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« 2, That being a lawful General Council, all 
« Chriſtians of whatſoever State or Dignity, the | 


« Papal not excepted, were bound to yield Obe- 
« gience to it in all Matters of Faith, the Extir- 
&« pation of Schiſm, and the general Reformation 
& of the Church in its Head and Members. 


« 2. That whoſoever, of whatſoever State or 


« Dignity, the Papal not excepted, ſhould deny 
&« to yield Obedience to the Statutes of any Ge- 
<« neral Council, relating to any of the foremen- 
<« tioned Matters, deſerve to be puniſhed. 

« 4. That it ſhould not be lawful for any Mem- 
< her of the Council to abſent himſelf from it, or 
< todepartfrom the City of Ba/z} without leave 
< of the Council. Fe 

& From which Decrees they inferred, That the 
< Papal, nor no other Authority on Earth had 
< Power to prorogue, tranſlate or diſſolve the 
« General Council of Baſil without its own Con- 
<< ſent, or to hinder any Prelats from repairing 
©.to it, or to oblige any that aſſiſted at it to 
« withdraw. | 


In virtue whereof they admoniſhed Eugenie, 
within the ſpace of three Months, by a publick 
1 them, 

and to come in Perſon to the Council; or, being 
lawfully hindred,by his Legats ; in default whereot 
they threatned to proceed againſt him, as the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt ſhould dire&t them for the Good of the 


Church, 
Cardinal Julzanus perceiving what a Storm Eu- 


- genius was like to raiſe againſt himſelf and the 


Papacy, notwithſtanding his Hoarſneſs, called upon 
him once more, telling him in a very loud Note, 
That if he went on oppoſing the Council, he 
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his Back, it being plain to every body, that the 
Aſſembly of Ba/il was a General Council, by the 
ſame Authority that he was Pope, that is, by the 
Authority of the Synod of Conſtance ; concluding 
his Letter to him thus; © Þ have often declared 


« of God and Men, That if your Holineſs do not 
© change your Meaſures, you will infallibly be 
« the Cauſe of a molt pernicious Schiſm. 

 Eugenius being taken dangerouſly fick at this 
time, the Ba/zleans when they heard of it, paſ- 
ſed a Decree preſently, That in caſe of a Vacan- 
cy of the Roman See, it ſhould not be lawful for 
the Cardinals to chuſe a Pope any where, but in 
the Place where the Council was ſitting : and fear- 
ing leſt Eugenius might, if be died, before his 


likewiſe, That ſince the multiplying of Cardinals 
was both prejudicial and chargeable to the 
Church, it ſhould not be: lawful for the Pope to 
create any during the Seſſion of the Council z or- 


= dering at the ſame time a Leaden Scal to be made 
7 forthe Uſe of the Synod, which on the one ſide 
was to have the Holy Ghoſt in the figure of a 
Dove, and on the other, The Sacred General Coun- 
2 cilof Baſil: and having conſtituted the Cardinal 
7 St. Euſtathia Governour and Vicar of the City of 
Z Avignion, and named Judges and Profecutors 1n 
7 Matters of Faith, and all the other Officers of a 
# Court of Judicature, they paſſed a Decree, That 
Z noPerſon belonging to the Council, could be cal- 
7 led from it to the Court of Rome, or to any other 
8 Place. 


Eugenius beginning to fear leſt the Council, 


I which grew every Day ſtronger and ſtouter, 
7 might, if he did not do ſomething to mollity them, 
ſerye him as that of Conſtance had done Joby the 


C 23d, 


<« and proteſted, and I do it now again, in the fight 


Death have named fome Cardinals, they decreed 
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23d, did, much againſt the grain of his own Na. ® 


ture, and the haughty Spirit of his See, ſubmit ſo 
far as to ſend three Nuncios to them ; who hav- 
ing in a publick Audience made Jong Harangues of 
the Miſchiefs of a Schiſm, and of the great Power 


Chriſt had committed to the Pope, were anſwered | 
by the Fathers, and diſmiſſed with this Mellage to * 
their Maſter. that the Sacred Synod could not treat 7? 
with him, until by a publick Bull he had revoked = 
| his pretended Diſſolution of it, and did either 7 
come in Perſon, or ſend his Legats to preſide init. 7 
And the Proſecutors of the Cauſes of the Sy- 7 
nod, after that the Term in. the Citation was 7 
expired, having demanded that Eygenius ſhould 
be pronounced Contumacious in order to their pro- 
ceeding farther againſt him, tne ſaid Nuncios 
humbly beſeeched the Synod to ſuſpend the pal- 7 
ling of that Sentence upon their Maſter ; which f: 
at the Requeſt of Sigiſhmungd was granted , and fix- t7 
ty Days more were allowed to him to comply 7 
with what was required. During which Term 7 
Eugenius ſent other Nuncios with ſome Propoliti- | 


ons of Accommodation, the revoking his late 
Bull publickly, which the Synod inſiſted on, being 


a thing of fo hard digeſtion, that he did not know i: 
how to ſwallow it. The Propoſitions offered by 7 
the new Nuncios to the Synod were, That Euge- © 
nius, it they would revoke all the Decrees they © 

Fad made againſt him, was ready to revoke all in | 


general he had ſaid or done againſt them ; and 
that if they wonld conſent to his having called a 
Council at Bononia, if the Bohemians ſhould re- 
fuſe to come to that City, he was content to al- 
low the Fathers ſome time to treat with them at 
Baſil, on condition that when the Term he had 


ſet them was expired, they ſhould immediately re- | 
Palr to Bona: Againſt which City if the Fa- Þ 
thers 7 
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thers: had any juſt Exception, they might name 
any other City in Italy ; and if they would not a- 
gree to that neither, that they ſhould then name 
twelve of the moſt moderate Prelats of their own 
Body, in conjunction with the Embaſladors, to be 
Judges of the whole Matter ; who, it they ſhould 
judg it to be moſt convenient that the Council 
ſhould fit in Germany, ſhould name any City there- 
in for it except Baſil. | 

The Fathers being extreamly offended with 
theſe ſhuffling Propoſitions, told the Nuncios, 
That they could not ſufficiently admire at their 
Propoſals, being ſo involved and clogged with Re- 
ſervations, as if the Matters they came to treat 
with them, were not of a religious Nature, and 
to be handled with Integrity, but were Matters of 
Trade or Commerce, and fit only to be treated 
about by Huckſters: A moſt true Character of 
all that the Popes did to deſtroy the Supremacy of 
Councils: Adding, T hat ſince Eugenius had not 
by any thing that they had propoſed, intimated 
his being ready to revoke his Bull of Diſſolttion, 
bur on the contrary ſeemed rather to ſeek to have 
it confirmed, they could not therefore take any 
notice of their Propoſitions, but muſt go on with 
their Proceedings againſt him, as a Contemner of 
the Authority of General Councils: For the far- 
'; ther Sequrity whereof they paſled a Decree, That 
© no Perſon ſhould hereafter be capable of being 
= choſenPope, who had not given his Conſent and 
Aſſent upon Oath to the Dodrine of the Synod of 
Conſtance concerning the Supremacy of General 
Councils, and their being frequently to be alſem- 
bled, The laſt Term of ſixty Days being expl- 
red, the Proſecutors moved again to have Euge- 
nius pronounced Contumacious ; which the Fathers 


were hindred from doing by Letters they received 
| © 2 | trom 
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from Sigiſmiund, aſſuring them of the Pope's hav- 
ing by a Bull revoked his pretended Difſotution of 
them, and of his having likewiſe named Legats 
to £0 to Baſil; but who being hindred by ſome 
juſt Impediments, had appointed Delegats to ſup- 
ply their place for ſome time ; which Bull of Re- 
vocation, as it pretended to be, bore date the 
12th-of Feby. 1433, and not 32, asS1t 1$ In Þ&zow1ys : 
W herein Eugenius after having pretended, that rhe 
Cauſes why he had formerly diflolved that Council 
vicre all ceaſed, he commanded all Patriarchs, 
Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, &c. within three Months 
after the Date of the ſaid Bull, to repair to Ba, 
there to celebrate a General Council, promiling 
ro ſend his Legats to preſide therein in his Name. 
Which Bull, notwithſtanding it was difparched 


fome Weeks before the laſt Nuncios went to Bajl, 


was-never mentioned by them, whoſe Buſineſs was 
to try if the Fathers: would have been farisfied 
with leſs, who for that Reaſon knew nothing of 
the ſaid Bull, till they were afterwards.acquainted 
therewith by Stgiſhnund, and the Envoys of ſome 
German Princes ; who, ſuch 2s it was, had ex- 
torted it trom Fygenius - With which Bull whe: 

it was brought to the Synod by forme Delezats, th: 
Pope not being abk it ſeems to find one Prelat at 
leiſure that was fit to be his Legat on this Occzii- 
on, the Fathers were more incenſed than ever a- 
gain!t Exgenins, for having offered, as if they had 
been an Alſembly of Fools or Children, to put an 
Iattrument upon them 3, which by calling a new 
Council at Baf!, confirmed his having diffolved 
the preſent, as a Bull that revoked the Diſſolution 
mat it confirmed, There was alfo a Paſſage in it, 
wherewith theFathers were highly diſtaſted, which 
was, KS giving Power tothe Preſidents and Le- 
gats to Giſpatch the Aﬀairs of "the Univerſal 


Church 
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Church with the Advice of the Council ; this they 


ſaid deſtroy'd the Authority of the Council at a 


blow, and of Judges, made the Prelats to be only 


Counſellors to the Preſidents: wherenpon they 


having declared at large the ill Conſequences which 
muſt attend its being 1n the Pope's Power to (lillolve 
or tranſlate General Councils at his Pleaſure, and 


' that the Belief of ſuch Councils being the Su-- 
pream Anthority of the Church, was a Matter of 


Faith ; and that Eygenivs therefore for having de- 
ny'd to hear. them, deſerved to be treatcd as an 
Heathen and a Publican, they concluded that they 
would, after the Example of their Predeceilors, 
die a thouſand Deaths, rather than betray the 
Authority of the Church by their Sloth or Cow - 
ardiſe, in being ſatisfied with fuch an hypocritical 
Bull, or admitting of Preiidents with ſuch an 
Authority as it gave them: and fo having diſ- 
miſſed the Delegates with their Bull, they went 
on with their Citation of Eugenivus with greater 


Heat than ever. And in their twelfth Sellion 


which was held on the 13th of July, after a long 
Invective againlt Enzenius's Obltinacy, they had 
certainly pronounced him contumacious had they 
not been hindred by Sigiſmund?®s Fmbatladors, who 


| deſired ſixty days more for him, by which time 


they aſſured the Fathers the Emperor would be 
with them in Perſon : they decrecq nevertheleſs 
that at the Expiration of that Term, Fugenius if 


he did not comply with the Synod, ſhould be ipſo 


fadFo ſuſpended. 


But if the Synod was angry with Fugenius for. 


having offered to. put ſich a Trick upon It, Eu» 
genius was no leſs angry with the Synod for having 
diſcovered his Trick, and by a Bull bearing date 


the 26th of July, after having declared them to 


be a moſt ſeditious Conventicle, he voided and 
| E 4 nulled 


- 
= 
t 2 
[a » - 
Cn > 
£74 
[3 " 
LET | » S + 
1 
= 
$3 n Ky 
. v4 X 
) ; = 1 Ex 
I» Pl of 
LL - 8 
= 2 
v; &> 
} | : 
-£ L 
- g Y QA & 
E7 * 
$: b +1 
; + = = 
LH = #4 
F 
i ;. 
' ET 
1 1 i 
T* = T7 
$2 | 
*. 1H * 
7 F by 
+ +» ay 
WS: $ S. 
41x _ 
33” $ $, 
"3.4 5, - 
S c 
| 2 $4 
: . . = 
F 
. - 
+2 = 
*: 3 
—=z : F - 
Bt þ : 
- TER a 
bl : : 
3. þ- 
Þ - 
V4 i] 
& F x19 {3 
- £4 
+4386 -, 
K b P 
«@þ * 
3.4 - 
4 ; 
$f F- 
ÞV z- : Ly 
: F- : I. E 
Luk + ; Se 
- » 
I'D ; E: 
'% 8 © 
__ 4 A 
. A 
4 þ - 
"i z £ 
5 rh 
Fo % * 
-R2: - 26 
2: » ; 
»K "7 
4 $$ & 
s -$ : 
'Fx G 
I J : 
W.. 1 7 $5 F 
= 
- W. £ 
S ; $= 
Bs. $ 
bE 2 [4 7 
3 & 7 « 
AS 3 * 
I Y X 
& *. | 
. ESE i 
WE 8 | : 
"2 RE : 
we ; 
by ; 
+, ” 
's |. + * 
: E 
- 5 j A 
Ty, i 
*. | - 
£ 
to n © :# 
* © 2 
=_ } : 
3 | = 
\ je 
: | 
+& TS - ® 
7; $ 
4 3 5 £ Z 
5 ; 5 
*# "xy 
41 4 : "4 
5 : 
= Ss 
be 2 & 
-* 
SE: 2 
TY: z 
» 3 
4 F Py 4 
© : £ 
4 1 b a7 
* #4 4 be 
, £ F 
: - 72> 
i = 3 A 
SE © 
1 M1 4 
* A Eo 
, b o 
*x * fe 
* Þ 43 E; 
I 4 % 
: : ; Ll 
3-4 bo 
bo '4 . 
L. - 
J Y 
b 7 
« 4 + | 
F Ww 
> 5 
: I $ i 
. 2 $- 
E 3 »— 
mn *..2 kl 
4 ' ; 
: 8 '* 
3 3 < 7 
: S +5 E 
r =». * 
T2. u % 65 
. . & 
+ $Þ : 
4 7 £ *S : 
5 4 
EX. * 
k * ng 
F. - q © = 
= T. - PO 
Dy 5 
- 3 0: s - 
b _Y 1 % 
o B- <6 
2 # 
=. M4 
g FF © 
Þ h. 2 pl 95:5 
33 : yo 
© Y % Pp: . 
he rs 
> 1 S- 
< E :, . 
I 
2 $- 
— * 
+ £1; I 
*& .X FW 4. 
74 = dy % 1 
; & 5 OS + 
> & 
*£ Ye 
> - © 
” 
: X 
x oY E 


=” OO I aa © I 


he W's - w/e NGOS 9% ot agg 1 4 


NEE a 
wh 64F AT + 451. EET. 
> % 4 of one hes dar be re ih J AO 5.2 
et = Dn ok >; £ E OPS % SO Sx. gt %4 6537 1 
IL CR he ts oe NS 2b PE SE: 
? : ; 2 EN rt a WIS A Were MIS CL EIN DOLFeLe REN 2 OE 
DOS . _ 5 RON - I 4 4 bs lo $5 T2 REY CO EOS, MERIT OE LL EO os ind I HR LS Pa At ave. 7 
? + 6 SID, . : n , FRrreR d ' h Fa YE Pr Ee ANT ET LS Ry 6 "3x 4 A G.. 
A as ", : $ Ones” +. T0 g DOE ” « - — n _ 5 W&FJ35,7: : * Me 
+ R EIS ER BIG re a : "o_es po j 06 = Mrs : ; 
. . : Poe! F- oP ke? 90s 24.46 AR» » 7 
% a 7 ty wroteon ery wt 05 "Iu a a Fe. 1 ET SE £ "NG OfT.; © (IE) : F "Ip, OO TEES 
—_ - Pry 24 LY —_— oak - Wo be ru - Amt © LY cat om 7 5 < eh Mons: ” Ss « ” - $ <owys 4 » 
as + OR 1 AR ET 4* vos : kW 6x v4 COWS 710d h$hh4/ 506707 "OI dr PILL INC L CA IIERSCY ND _ AI : . 
: WT ys 22” £2 , 67 p vw Sh. ds a LS. - » > IR « v1 4 = « "p05 Gas _ ——_— & 
WE IEEE be br Wooden, 04 I RS 8 m_ 4 j nd p oo SOUIGAAS od Pd, eat COT” ; 
yen me . * > aro * + ouy—_—_——_——_—_—_— » 
I 
* 


{2h 1 AE £6 wt. 


29 4n IntroduFory Diſcourſe 


nulled all Decrees, Citations, @'c. made by them T 
againſt him and his Cardinals, commanding all 7 
Chriſtians upon pain of Excommunication not to 6 


have any regard to the Baſileans, or to any thing 
they did, being a pack of factious Spirits ſet on to 
diſturb the Peace of the World. ans 
But this angry Bull was ſo far from terrifying 
the Council, that they had certainly declared him 
Contumacious on the day of .the Expiration of 
the laſt Term, had not their Protector the Duke 
of Bavaria obtained 3o days more for him; after 
the granting whereof, the Archbiſhop of Spalato 
and the Biſhop of Cerviaa, the Pope's Nunctos, 
knowing nothing of what had paſſed, came to the 


0 


Council, deſiring the Fathers not to | 6 wmryn 
Sentence againſt their Maſter, the 60 days which 
had been allowed not being as yet expired. The 
Cardinal Fulianus told them thereupon, that they 
had not been acquainted, it ſeem'd, with the Coun- 
cil's having granted the Pope 3o days more, asking 
them whether they had brought his Adheſion to 
the Synod or not : to which the Nuncios returned 
no Anſwer, they having brought only a looſe ge- 
neral Propoſition of revoking all that had been 
done by the Pope, provided the Synod would do 
the ſame as to all that they had done againſt him, '- 
but without any particular mention of the Bull of - 7 
Diſſolution, which the Pope could not endure to 
think of revoking by a publick Bull. This Pro- 
polition having been rejefted with Indignation by | 

the Fathers, the Pope was ſo far provoked thereby, 

that he publiſhed another Bull againſt them bear- 

ing date the 2d of September, ©* Wherein having 

\. taken notice of the Synod" having preſumptu- 

oully cited him and his Cardinals, he com- 

- mands all Chriſtians under pain of Anathema, 

. ko look upon the faid Citation, and all the 


« FEffeas. 


of Councits. 29 
« Effects thereof as void and null, he having by 
« theſe Preſents, in defence of the Dignity of his 
« Holy See, declared them fo to be. 

But when the thirty days the Duke of Pawaria 
had obtained for Eugenius were expired, the Sy- 
nod aſſembled on the 10th of OFobcr with a full 
-purpoſe to have pronounced him Contumacious ; 
which as they were ready to have done, News 
was brought that the Emperor was juſt aljghted, 
and was making himſelf ready to come to Church 
to them : the Fathers overjoy'd at the News went 
in a body to wait upon him; who after he had 
received their Congratulations, going with them 

_ to the Place of their Aſſembly, prevailed with 
them to ſuſpend their Sentence a Week longer, 
and when that was expired, he deſired them to 
adjourn the paſſing of ir till the 8th of November z 
which day being come, the 14th Seſſion was held 
with great Solemnity, the Emperor aſliſting there- 
at in his Imperial Robes, and with all his other 
Royal I/agnia - Wherein the Fathers having at 
the Emperor's Requeſt allowed Eugenius ninety 
days more, they drew up ſeveral Forms of Adhe- 
ſion, leaving it to him which of them he would 
ſign, requiring him particularly, beſides the Bull 
of Diſſolution, to repeal and void the laſt three 
Bulls he had publiſhed to their Prejudice. 

Eugenius, notwithſtanding the Council was thus 
hard upon him, dreading it now that the Empe- - 
ror was in it much more than he had done before, 
ſent his Letters of Adheſion to it ; which having 
been preſented to the Synod by the Archbiſhop of 
Tarentum, and the Biſhop of Cervina on the ſecond 
of February, they were after a ſtrict Examination 
declared by the whole Synod to be ſatisfaCtory, 
Eugenius having therein comply'd with every thing 
the Council had required of him, declaring FE 
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to be, and ſince they met, to have always been 1 
General Council lawfully aſlembled, revoking his 


Bull of Dillolution, and other two Bulls, denying 
the third of the 18th of the Calends of Fanuary 
to have been his; he alſo with this named Legparts 
to prelide in the Synod in his Name. The Legars 
with the Cardinal Julianus were Nicolaus Cardinal 
of the Holy Croſs, Fohn Archbiſhop of Tarentum, 
Peter Biſhop of Padua, and Luis Abbot of St. Juſtin; 


who having on the 24th of April taken an Oath 
cc 


to act faithfully for the Honour of the Council, 
« and to defend all its Decrees, but eſpecially 
&« the Decree of the Council of Conſtance, of the 
« Subjction of the Pope to the Coercive Power 
* of General Councils in all things belonging to 
the Feith, the' Extirpation of Schiſm, and the 
general Reformation of the Church in its Head 
and Xcmbers, 3s alſo to give wholſome Counſel 
« according to God and their Conſciences, and not 
© to reveal to any Perſon how the Prelats voted, 
** norto depart trom the Place of the Synod with- 
*© out its Leave; they were admitted Preſidents, 
but without being allowed any Coercive Power, 
all Decrees and other Acts of the Council being 
to be expedited as formerly under its own Seal. 


Here we are told a very odd thing if it is true, 


"or 
Fa 


CC 


which is, that tho theſe Prelats were admitted 


Preſidents of the Council as the Pope's Legats, 


and did take the forementioned Oaths, as Preſi- 
_ dents, nevertheleſs that they took them not in the 


o T . . R 
Pope's, But in their own Name; a thing naturally 


{o abſurd, and, conſidering how high the Spirit of 


rae Synod was at this time, fo incredible, that it 
had need to be very well atteſted to be bclieved 
by any indifferent Perſon : it ſeems much more 


probable, that thoſe who had the ARts of this 
Synod for 1 


R. might 


near an Age intirely in their Hands, 
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might be tempted to foiſt ſuch a Paſſage as this into 
them, eſpecially conſidering that ſogreat a Point as 
that of the Pope's having acknowledged a General 
Council to be ſuperiour to him depends thereon, 
than that ſuch an Aſſembly ſhould admit Men their 
Preſidents as the-Embaſſadors of a Prince, and at 
the ſame time allow them to take an Oath of Fide- 
lity to the Aſſembly in their own, and not in their 
Princes Name. But in whoſe Name ſoever theſe 
Oaths were taken, never were Oaths worſe ob- 
ſerved than they were; the Preſidents from the 
firſt minute they took their Place in the Synod, 
ſtudying nothing but how to blow it up,. by crea- 
tingFactions in it, and gaining Prelags to the Pope 
by Promiſes of great Preferments. % 

Eugenius having been driven out of \Yome at this 
time by the Colonna's and other Citizens, to whom 


| he had rendred himſelf extreamly odious, the 
whole City crying after him, Let new Taxes and 


the Inventors of them you: when he came to Flo« 
rence, writ a very kind Letter to the Council, thank- 
ing them therein for having ſo affectionately ad. 
mitted his Legats Preſidents, promiſing faithfully 
for the future, to love them as Sons, obſerve them 
as Brethren, and to be bound up with them in the 
Bleſlings of the ſame Sweetneſs by a fervent Love. 
But the Synod knowing the Man too well to rely 
much on any Profeſſions or Promiſes he could make 
them, now it had brought him to its own Terms, 
would not be diverted by a few good Words from 
doing what was neceſſary to the holding of him 
and all his Succeſſors to them : and whereas there 
were ſome who pretended that the Pope had never 
given his Conſent to the Decree of the Synod of 
Conſtance, which declared a General Council to be 
ſuperior to bim, they reſolved either to remove that 


Obje&tion, or to break with the Pope again, and 
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and while their Maſter was in very bad Circum- * 


to it. T- = 


that of all future General Councils, ſince none 


_ that of his having takgn the Oath of Preſident In 
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accordingly on the 26th of Func they made a De- 
cree, declaring that a General Council derived it; BZ 
Authority immediately from Chriſt, and that all 
Chriſtians of whatſoever State or Dignity, the Pa- 

1 not excepted, were bound in Conſcience to 
obey all its Determinations in all matters apper- 
taining to the Faith, the Extirpation of Schiſm, and 7 
the general Reformation of. the Church in its Head 7 
and Members. To which Decree, coming upon : 
them before they were well warm in their Chairs, 


ſtances, the Preſidents gave their Conſent ; fo 
that howſoever it was before, the Supremacy of 
a General Council had now the Pope's Conſent 


The Council vainly imagining that it had by this 
Decree ſecured its own Supream Authority, and 
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hereafter could without denying the Infallibility 
of the Church, call the Truth thereof in queſtion, 
begun to a& as the Supream Church-Authority; 7 
ſending two Cardinals into Italy as the Legats of 7? | 
the Univerſal Church, to reconcile the Princes 7 \ 
and People thereof to Eugenius, The thing that |? | 
made the Synod the more forward to ſend this | 
( 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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Embaſſy into Italy was, Eugenius's Adverſaries | 
making his being an Enemy to the Council of Ba/il : 
one of their chief Obje&ions againſt him, which 
the Synod now he had fo affectionately and tho- 
rowly adhered to it, thought it ſelf bound in 
Juſtice to remove. The Legats ſent by the Synod 
on this Errand, were the Cardinal of the Holy 
Croſs, who was one of its Preſidents, and Jobs 
Cervantes Cardinal San@i Petri ad Vincula;, the for- 
mer of which is ſaid not to have conſented to the 
forementioned Decree, which is/ juſt as likely as 
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his own Name and: not in the Pope's, it being a 
very incredible thing that the Synod, if the Car- 
dinal had not conſented to that their darling De- 
cree, would have employ*d him ſo ſoon after as 
their Legat, and Speciaſly.in an Embaſlly, which 
was to be a Precedent to all future . Ages of: a 
General Council's having Authority to ſend Legarts 
in the Name of the Univerſal Church. 

But howſoever that were, the Cardinal with 
his Colleague having gone with that Character to 
Rome, after having treated there with the Colonng's 
who had the chief hand in driving Eugenius out of 
that City, he went to Florence, .where having ca- 
balled with Emugenius how to deſtroy the Council, 
he was ſent back to it again with Inſtructions that 
in a ſhort time did. its buſineſs effectually : for as 
he was reckoned to. be one of the moſt dextrous 
Stateſmen of his time ; ſo his main buſineſs at Ba/3 
was to gain the Cardinals and great Prelats over 
to Eugenins by Promiſes. of higher Preferments : 
ſo the Cardinal Capronicus, whom Eugenius had 
pronounced not to be a Cardinal, becauſe tho he 
was named to that Dignity by Martin, he had not 
been publickly declared by him before his Death, 
and the Cardinal Fulianus the Preſident, and the 
Cardinal Cervantes, who were the Pillars the Coun- 
cil chiefly ſtood upon, were all three gained over 
to Eugenius by ſuch Promiſes ; the firſt being after- 
wards created a Cardinal by him, and the ſecond 
made Cardinal Presbyter of St. Sabina, and the 
third Cardinal Biſhop of Off: ym, Which tamper- 
ing of Eugenius with the chief Supporters of the 
Council, made it to be in every body's Mouth, that 
Eugenius would certainly at laſt be too hard for 
the Council, he having more Biſhopricks and 
other great Preferments in his Gitt than the Coun- 
cil had. | bg 
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preſenting the Synod of Bafil ſecretly, by his A- 


ſhould be called, to ſend Legats to aſſiſt at it ; Fu- ” 
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But as it was plain to every body, that Eugeniu 
notwithſtanding all his ſolemn Proteſiions to the 
contrary, ſtill hated the Council mortally in his 
Heart ; £o it was viſible that he was continually [7 
hunting after ſome plauſible Pretence or other to |? 
diſſolve it ; or, which would be the ſame to his !? 
purpoſe, to tranſlate it into 1taly, k 

And whezeas the Greek Emperor had promiſed 
and ſwore by his Embaſſadors, whom he had ſent 
to Ba/il, to come in Perſon, with his Patriarch |” 
and Clergy into the Weſt, to join with that Coun- 
cil in order to the reuniting of the two Churches; 
Eugenius being ſenſible that the Grecks, if they ©: 
ſhould meet the Baſileans any where in a Free 7 
Aſſembly, would unanimouſly concur with them * 
in eſtabliſhing the Supremacy of General Conn- 
cils, that being a DoQrine the Greek Church had 
not at any time ever in the leaſt doubted of; he 
ſpared for no Pains nor Coſt under-hand to divert 
that Emperor from being as good as his Oath, re- 
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gents at Conſtantinople, as a factions and divided 
Body of Men, that agreed in nothing but in an 
Intentwon of deſtroying all Order and Govern- | « 
ment; and having entered into a cloſe Negotia- | 
tion with the Emperor and Patriarch about that '! | 
Aﬀtair, at the ſame time he pretended to join with |: 
the Baſileans, in perſwading them to come to a | 
Conncil in the Weſt: he urged them to inſiſt upon 7 
taring that Healing Synod aſſembled at Conſtanti» + 
nople, to which Place he knew no great Number of - 
the Baſileans could repair; promiſing whenever it |_ 
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genius, {o he conld but keep the Greeks and Baſi- 
icans aſunder, having no Concern where that © 
Counal were held, or, whether there were ever 
any.fuch Council or nor. | 
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of Councirts. 45 
The Synod being informed' by its Legats at 


Mius, and of his labouring all he could under-hand 
by his Agents, who had much more Money to 
ſprinkle among the Greeks than they had, to keep 
the Emperor and his Clergy from coming ro them ; 
| they reſolved, both for their own Security and 
* that of all future General Councils, to ſet about 
the retrenching the great Riches of the Papacy, it 
being plain to every body, that till that was done, 
it was not poſlible by Paper-Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons to keep it long under the Government of an 
Aſſembly, that as it was a Body, had not one Far- 
thing to lay out for Publick Services: And accord- 
ingly in its 13th Seſſion held on the gth of June 
1435, It paſſed a Decree, *© That for the future no 
«© Fees ſhould be paid to the Court of Rome for 
any Eccleſiaſtical Collations, Inſtitutions, Pro- 
«viſions, Confirmations, Elections, Admiſſions, 
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© Offices, Benefices, Benedictions, Palls, @&c. 
* And that no Annats or Firſt-Fruits ſhould be a- 
© ny longer paid to the ſaid Court, any Cuſtom, 
* Privilege or Statute to the contrary notwith- 
** ſtanding. Ordaining further, That whoſoever 
> © ſhould hereafter receive any ſuch Fees, ſhould 
'! <©* incurall the Penalties of Simony ; and in caſe 
' © the Pope, who of all others was under the 
| < ſtricteſt Obligation to obſerve the Decrees of 
« General Councils, ſhould be guilty thereof, 
« that complaint ſhould be made of him to ſuch 
* Aſſemblies. | Ys 
This Decree was violently oppoſed by the Papa» 
lins, who began now to appear as a Party in the 
> Council, as a Retrenchment that would diſable 
the Papacy from doing the Duties that were 1n- 
.cumbent on it. To obviare that, the Fathers io 
> =, __ anſwer 
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Conſtantinople, of this ſecret Negotiation of Euge- 


Inveſtitures, &c. nor for Holy Orders, or any 
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anſwer to it, promiſed, That if the Popes would 
but obſerve the Decrees of General Councils them- 
ſelves, and exhort all other Chriſtians to do the 
ſame, they would by ſome other ways which were 
leſs burdenfome, provide a ſufficient Revenue for 
all the Occaſions of the Papacy. They gave Eu- 
enius likewiſe the ſame Aſſurance of a ſufficient 
Maintenance, upon the ſame Condition, by the 

Nancios they ſent to him to ſatisfy him of the 
Juſtice and Neceſſity there was of the Retrench- 
ments they had made. We are not told what An- 
ſwer Eugenius returned to this Meſſage ; but what- 
ever it was, the Synod was ſo ll ſatisfied with ir, 
that in its next Seſſion held on the 22d of March 


1436, after having made ſeveral Regulations in. 


the EleQtion of the Pope, it drew up the Form 
« of an Oath to be taken by him ſo ſoon as he was 
* choſen, and to be repeated conſtantly at the 
* High Maſs of the Anniverſary of his Ele&ion ; 
* the main Article whereof was, That he ſhould 
obſerve the Decrees of all General Councils, 
and particularly thoſe of the General Councils 
of Conſtance and Baſil. Ordaining farther, That 
it ſhould not be lawful for the Pope to advance 
any that were near akin to him to any Dignities 
or Honours either in the Church or State; or 
to encreaſe the Number of Cardinals above 24 ; 
'* among whom, for the Eaſe of the Church, one 
** half of the Revenues of the Papacy ſhould be 
# equally divided. Pg 
_  Eugenius, tho terribly enraged by theſe Decrees, 
yet had ſo much wit in his. Anger as not. to break 
with the Synod upon Points he knew to be popu- 
lar, but choſe rather to do ir,upon the Point,where 
the Reconciling Council was to be held. And in 


LY 


order thereunto he diſpatched-the Cardinals St. 


Cructs, and St, Petri ad Vincula' to BaſJl, with In- 
T— 11. ſtructions 
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' ftructions about it : Who being arrived there, af- 
ter having declamed againſtthe forementioned Re- 
trenchments and Regulations, they muſtered all 
their Penſioners together, to try if they could car- 
ry it, to have the Reconciling Synod aſlembled in 
ſome City of Italy -, But when it came to be put to 
the Vote in what Country the ſaid Synod was to 
- meet, it was carried by a great Majority that it 
ſhould be at Ba/] ; or if that could. not be conve- 
niently, at Avignon ; and if that could not be nei- 
ther, in ſome City not far from the Sea in the 
Dutchy of Savoy - By which Majority, tho a very 
great one, the Papalins, who now appeared in 
their own Colours, were fo far from being deter- 
mined, according to the Cuſtom of all ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, that they voted either Florence or Utinum, 


two Cities in Italy, to be the Place where the ſaid 


Synod was to allemble. And having done that, 
after a tumultuous manner, they afterwards paſſed 
it clandeſtinly into a Decree ; which, right or 
wrong, they would call a Decree of the Univer- 
ſal Council of Ba//; to which Sham Decree, not 
being able to get the Seal of the Synod, they clapt 
that of Cardinal St. Petri, And having thus expe- 
dited it, they diſpatched it immediately by two 
Nuncios to the Pope for his Confirmation ; which 
being preſently granred by him with both Hands, 
he ſent it with all poſlible Expedition, by the 


ſame Nuncios that had brought it from Ba/il to 


Conſtantinople with which the ſaid Nuncios, as 
Embaſſadors ſent thither by the Council, were to 
invite the Greek Emperor and his Clergy to the 
Celebration of a Council in one of the Cities of 
Italy therein mentioned ; ſending at the ſame time 
a Fleet of Gallies he had hired of the Venetians, 
to fetch them to it. Which Nuncios being ar- 


rived at Conſtantinople, they were in great haſte 
to 
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to have an Audience; and having obtained one, 
they did, in the Name of the Oecumenical Coun- 
cil of Raſil, invite the Emperor and his Clergy to 
imbark upon the Gallies they had brought for 
Italy,in one of the two Cities whereof the Pope and 
Council were both agreed, that the Synod he had 
deſired and promiſed to come to, ſhould be aſſem- 
bled. The Truth of which Invitation was confir- 
med, not only by the Embaſſador the Emperor had 
ſent To the Pope, but by the Embaſlador likewiſe 
whom he had ſent to the Council ; both which Mi- 
niſters having been corrupted by Eugenius, were 
ſent along with this Flcet to vouch for the Truth 
of all that the Nuncios ſaid. Which was done 
likewiſe, tho innocently, by the Council's own Re- 
ſident at Conſtantinople , who having heard no- 
thing of the Diviſion the Pope had made at Bajzl, 
and knowing the Nuncios to be Members of that 
Synod, had not the leaſt ſaſpicion of their being 
Impoſtors, till about a Fortnightafter that News 
was brovght, that a Fleet from the Council, with 
its Nuncios aboard,were come the length of Cos ; 


the Report whereof was bore down by the Nun- 


cios at Conſtantinople, and their corrupted Vou- 
chers, with an aſtoniſhing Confidence, as a moſt 
impudent and groundleſs Lie fet about on purpoſe 
to diſgrace them. But at the end of five Days 
the CounciPs Fleet appeared before the City to 
confirm it; which having thrown the Papaline 
Nuncios, who did not. know what to ſay next, 
into a terrible plunge, the Admiral of their Fleet 
who was the Pope*'s Nephew. had he not been 
hindred by the Emperor*s expreſs Order, had 
taken an effectual Way to have helped them out 
of it, by having gone out to Sea with an Inten- 
tion to deſtroy the Council's Fleet as a Fleet of 
Pirats. On the doing whereof the Nephew had 

| ſet 
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ſet his Heart ſo much, that he ſent the Emperor 
back word, when he received his Order not to 
tir from his Anchors, that he could not juſtify 
his not going out to Sea to deſtroy thoſe Pirats, 
being expreily commanded in his Commillion to 
do it whenſoever he met them. But the Empe- 
ror, who could not ſuffer his Toait to be ſo aftron- 
ted, ordered the Council's Gallies into the Port of 
Cyeneum, giving an Audience to the Legats thar 
were on board them, who were the Biſhops of 
Viſoe and Lauſan ;, on the ſame Day they came a- 
ſhore, by* whom he was quickly convinced of 
their being'the L.egats of the Council, and of the 
former Nuncios being Impoſtors ſent by Eugentus, 
and thatthe Decree they brought with them had 
been made'only by a ſmall and boiſterous Party in 
the Synod, But tho the Emperor and Patriarch 
were both ſatisfied, that the firſt Fleet was tent. 
by Eugenius, and not by. the Council 3 neverthe- 
leſs they reſolved to imbark uponit for Ttly, not- 
withſtanding all thar the CounciPs Legats could 
ſ1y and promiſe to perſwade them to go uport 
their Gallies, tho they, reckoning that the Greeks 
had been gained by the Papalins by promilcs of 
great Succors, and Sums of Money, ſtrived to 
outbid them in both, alluring the Emperor, that 
the Council had all the Weltern Princes on 1ts 
ide, and that Fugerins, if he was not already, 
would certainly be depoſed by the Council before 
he could get to [taly. But when they found this 
would not do, their next Bniine(s was to dillwade 

the Emperor, ſince he would not go with them, 
from going at all; telling him, it was no proper 

time for him to ſeek to reconcile the Greek Church 
to the Latin, now that the Latin was ſo divided 
within it ſelf ; and that therefore it would be his 
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the preſent Diſpute betwixt the Council and the 
Pope would end: In which Diligence they were 


ſeconded by all the Greek Eccleſiaſticks who were 


named to go with the Emperor and Patriarch in 
their Weſtern Expedition. 

But whatever it was that had determined them, 
on Eugenius's Gallies they would, and did go, 
whom [I ſhall leave ſailing for Italy, and return to 
ſee what the Council is doing. Ir being highly of- 
fended with Eupenius for having the Confidence 
thus to make uſe of 1ts Name and Authority, not 
only in contradiction to what it had decreed, but 
with an intention to blow it up, and with it the 
Authority of all future General Councils,on the laſt 
of July 1437, they publiſhed a Monitory and Cita- 
&« tion againſt him; wherein having accuſed him 
&«< of Fccleſiaſtical and Civil Male-adminiſtration, 


« and of Simony, Prevyarication and Perjury, and | 


« of contemning the Authority of a General 
& Council, it ſnmmoned him to appear, either in 
« Perſon, or, being lawfully hindred, by his Pro- 
* curator within the term of ſixty Days, to an- 
* {wer to the- Crimes he ſtood charged withal ; 
© threatning, if he did not appear, to proceed 
« againſt him for his Contumacy ; nulling at 
&« their next Seſlion all Creations of Cardinals 
** which were ſaid to have been made by Eugeni- 
** 45, aSalſo the ſuppoſititious Decree that appoin- 
<< ted Florence or Utinum to be the Place the Re- 
& conciling Council was to meet at. 

But Fugenius, whoſe Aﬀairs in Italy were in a 
much better Poſture, while thoſe of the Council, by 
reaſon of the Emperor's Abſence from them, and 
of his being ingaged in a War in Bohemia, were 
in a worſe than when he ſtooped to make an Ad- 
heli9n tothem, was ſo far from obeying this Ci- 
tation, that by a Bull bearing date the 16th of 
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Odober, he tranſlated the Council from Baſil to 
Ferrara, having ſo little regard to the Decree 
made by his Baſilian Faction, and which he had 
confirmed, and was at that time making uſe of at 
Conſtantinople, as to name neither of the Places 
that are mentioned therein; of which, tho it 
wasa great Afﬀront to them, we do not read that 
his Baſilian Partizans complained, that being a 
thing that Penſioners dare not do, tho never ſo ill 
uſed by their Patrons. But tho thoſe rame Crea- 
tures durſt not reſent their having their Authority 
thus deſpiſed, the Council which was not under the 


ſame Ties to Eugenius, ſo reſented his having pre- 


tended to tranſlate ir, that without allowing him 


one Day after the Expiration of the Term in the 


Citation, they ſolemnly pronounced him Conty- 
macious : After which, at the Requeſt of the Em- 
baſſadors, they granted him three Months to offer 


| his Reaſons, declaring his pretended Bull of Tran- 


ſlation to be void, and making ſeveral Regulati- 
ons about Appeals to Rome, and the diſpoling of 
Benefices, to the further retrenchment of the Pa- 
pal Revenues; and ſo ſoon as the ſaid three Months 
were expired, they ſolemnly declared him to be 
ſuſpended from the Adminiſtration of the Papacy, 
both in Spirituals and Temporals, and that the 
Adminiſtration thereof was devolved to the Coun- 
cil; commanding all Chriſtian Princes and Bodies, 
upon pain of Excommunication to be ipſo fato in- 
curred, and all Fccleſiaſticks upon the ſame Penal- 
ties, and thoſe of Deprivation, and of being diſ- 
abled to hold any Preferments, not to yield hin 
any Obedience for the future. i 7 
After the paſling of which Sentence, the Do- 
Arines of a General Council's deriving its Avthort- 


ty immediately from Chriſt, and of all Chriſtians, 


the Pope himſelf not excepted, being bound to 
pe Ul no p : FT 5 obey 
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obey its Decrees, were by the Synod declared to 
be Matters of Faith, as Eugenius tor not believing 
them was declared to be a Heretick, ſeveral of 
the Prelats having contended. to have had him 


declared Relapſed, that he might not be capable of 


a Pardon, tho he ſhould ſubmir. 


But as Eugenius was very far from any thoughts 


of ſubmitting, ſo the Synod on the 4th of May, 
the day zppointed for paſſing the Sentence of De- 
poſition upon him, in a full Aſſembly declared 
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». . 


Gabriel Condelmore, which was Eugenius's Name 
before he was choſen Pope, to have mocked 
God and the World by his Prevarications, and 
to be guilty of deſpiling the Authority: of this 
preſent and all other General Councils, in 
having pretended to tranſlate this of Baſil with- 
out its own Conſent, and in having refuſed. to 


appear when cited by the ſaid Synod, and for : 


continuing contumacious and diſobedient to the 
Commands of the Church, and a Diſturber of 
her Teace and Unity, and for being an incor- 
rigible Schiſmatick, and obſtinate Heretick, a 
perjured Perſon, and a Dilapidator of the Ro- 

14n Pontificate, to have rendred himſelf un- 
wortiy of the Papacy, or of any Title, Degree, 
Honour or Dignity whatſoever : for which rea- 
lon the Sacredand Univerſal Synod of Bajzl doth 
pronounce and ſentence him to be lawfully de- 


prived of the Papacy or Roman Pontifcate, , 


amoving, depriving and throwing him out of 
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the ſame, reſerving a Power to it ſelf to pro- | 


ceed yet turther againſt him, and prohibiting 
the faid Gabriel upon pain of Excommunication 
to Lile himfelt any longer Pope, and all Chri- 


11305 under the ſame Penalty any longer to own 
Or v9ey him as ſuch, 


Aicer the paſling of which Sentence, the Synod 


having 
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” of Councils. Ul 
having obſerv'd that ſome of its Members were 
ſtealing from it daily to Eygenins, who was pro- 


_ digal of his Preferments to all ſuch Deſerters, it 


palſed a Decree that the Synod ſhould not be diſ- 
ſolved but with the Conſent of two thirds of its 
ſitting Members, nor be hindred from going on 
with the Work it had in hand, and particularly 
that of chooſing a new Pope, whoſe Election they 
appointed to begin on the 6oth day after that 


whereon Gabriel was depoſed, ſummoning all the 


Cardinals to come to it, and nulling all Conven- 
tions, Pactions, Promyes, Obligations and Oaths 
which might pretend to hinder them: But not 
expecting that many of the Cardinals would come, 
they ordered that 32 of the Prelats, or other Ec- 


cleltaſticks of the Synod, ſhouid be joined with the 


Cardinals, and have Voices in the ſaid Election : 
and in caſe the Perſon choſen by the ſaid Electors 
ſhould refuſe to accept of that Dignity, that they 
ſhould have Power to meet again and chooſe ano- 
ther, and fo on till they had filled the Roman 
Chair ; preſcribing the form of an Oath to be 
taken by the Pope that ſhould be choſe, the main 
Point whereof was, that he ſhould ſwear to be 
obedient to the Decrees of all General Councils, 
and particularly to thoſe of Conſtance and Ba/1l. 
After the paſſing of which Orders, the Synod 
finding it would he a tedious Work for ſo great a 
Body as it was, to agree in the Nomination of 32 
EleQors, it thought fit to commit the Nomination 
of them to three Perſons, who were to be of 
that Number themſelves. The three were Tho- 
mas a Scots Ciltertian Monk, Abbot of Dondruma 


in Galloway, who had ſtickled hard to have had 


Eugenius declared a Relapſed Heretick ; and Jobn of 
Seooviaa Spaniard, and Arch-deacon of Villa F1z4- 
ofa; and Thomas de Courcellis a French-man, and 
2 d 3 Canon 
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' Canon of Amiens; who being named by the Coun- 


cil, took Chriſtian de Gratzregia a German, and 
Rector of St. Peter inthe Dioceſs of Vim, into their 
Number ; which four did in a ſhort time name the 
other 28, much to the Satisfaction of the Synod, 
which 32 with the Cardinal of St. Cecilia, the only 
Prelat of that Order then remaining in the Coun- 


cil, did after five Scrutinies chooſe Amy the firſt 


Duke of Savoy Pope, who had ſometime before re- 


tired to the Deſart of Ripoli, where with ſeveral 


of his Nobles he lived as a Hermite. _ 

I muſt here ſtop in the Account of this Tranſ- 
action tv reflet a little on this Scots Abbot, Thomas 
the Ciftertian Monk, who was choſen the firſt of 


. the three Electors. It 1s ſomewhat ſtrange that 


none of the Scotiſh Writers ſpeak of him. It 
was a great Honour to that Nation to have pro- 
duced a Man of ſo eminent a CharaQer, who vp- 
on ſo extraordinary an occaſion was ſet at the 


head of ſuch a Buſineſs, which was in a great mea- 


ſure to be ſupported by the Credit of thoſe to 


whom it was truſted, One ought to think that 


both his Learniag, his Integrity, and his Judg- 
ment were very much diſtinguiſhed, and yet [ 


do not find that he is known to the Writers of 


that Nation, tho the beſt they had, and one of 
them the beſt that any Nation ever had,writ with- 
in a hundred Years of this time. If Boethius and 
Leſley would take no care to preſerve the Memory 
of a Man who was ſo much concerned in ſuch a 
Buſineſs, yet how he ſcaped the Diligence of 
Buchanan, who muſt have valued him the more 
tor it, is ſomewhat ſtrange: perhaps the caſe with 
him was like that of a Prophet who is not with- 
out Honour fave in his own Country ; or fo tran- 
jient a thing is Fame and Reputation, that he who 
n one Age was eſteem'd the Man of the firſt and 
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moſt diſtinguiſhed Merit of a whole Council, is ſo 
forgotten in the next, that even thoſe who have 
laboured much and with great Succeſs, Buchanan 


eſpecially, to raiſe the Value of their Country, 
have not mentioned a Man that was fo great an 


Honour to it, and that within memory of the time 


in which they writ. - But I now return to the Se- 
quel of this Matter. 

The Synod, which was extreamly well pleaſed 
with the EleQtion, immediately diſpatched the 
Cardinal of St.Cecilia with 24 Prelats and Nobles, 
ro acquaint the ſaid Duke with his being choſen 
Pope; who being perſwaded by the ſaid Cardinal 
to accept of the Papacy, he took the Name of 
Felix, and'after having taken the forementioned 
Oath, was crowned with great Solemnity at 
Baſil. | 
This Cardinal of St. Cecilia, who was com- 
monly called the Cardinal of Arles, for his having 


thus adhered to the Council to the laſt, is repre- 


ſented by the Papalin Writers of his time, and by 
ſme Moderns, as a Monſter made up of Ambition 
and Revenge; Ciaconzus in his Lives of the Cardi- 
nals, calling him the great Reproach and Blemiſh 
of his Order : and yet for all that, this Monſter of a 
Cardinal was for his extraordinary Piety and Mi- 
racles beatified by Clement VII. in the Year 1527, 
and has been ever lince pray'd to with Authority in 
France, which was done by the Pope without taking 
any notice of his ever having repented of his Ad- 
heſjon to the Council of Ba/4!; by. which we may 
ſee what Credit the Characters given by the Pa- 
palin Writers to their Adverſaries deſerve. 
Felix*ſo ſoon as he was crowned, diſpatch'd I e- 
gats to all the great Courts, to acquaint them 
with his being choſen Pope ; by which tho Spon- 
danus and other late Writers will not have him to. 
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have been acknowledged, Savellicus, Marinul, and 
Nauclerus, who writ their Hiſtories about that time, 
do affirm he was ; and all Writers both of that 
Age and fince that time, do agree that he was ac- 
knowledged by the King of Arragon, the Queen 
Dowager of Hungary, the Duke of Auſtria, and 
{ome other Princes. 


But howſocver the French King ſtood aftected . ! 
to Felix, it is certain he was a Friend both to the -< | 


Council he was choſen by, and to its Doctrines and 
Reformations, the Doctrine of a General Coun- 
cil's being ſuperiour to the Pope being at that 
time and ever ſince the Doctrine of the Univer- 


 lity of Paris; and as to its Reformations, the 
Pragmatick SanGion, which was made after Fclix's 


Elettion, was taken out of them. 

But to return to Ezyzenius, who having in the Year 
1438 allembled his Synod art Ferrara, he had it de- 
creed 1n the firſt Sefſion thereof, that it was a Ge- 
neral Council lawfully aſſembled, and that the Aſſem- 
bly of Bajil was a Schiſmatical Conventicle : after 
which having the News brought him of the Greek 
Emperor and his Clergy's being landed at Yenice, 
he ſent the Cardinal St. Cructs and the Marqueſs of 
Ferrara to invite them to come to the Council; to 
which, after having been ſplendidly entertained 
by the Yenetians, they repaired, and were kindly 
received by Eygenius ; who, tho he never reckoned 
himſelf ſecure of them till he had them within 
the Walls of Ferrara, maintained them there ſe- 


ven long Months, and at a vaſt Charge, before he 
_ aſſembled the Synod, tho it was t] 


en in being, 


and had had fome Seſſions juſt before their Arrival. 

But tno we are not told what it was that kept 
Fugenins fo Jong from aſſembling the Greeks in 
re to ſay, that 
in their 
Princl- 


his Synod, one may, [ think, ventu 
it Was nothing but his being ſenkible that 


230 
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Principles the Greeks were much greater Enemies 
' to the Papal Supremacy than the Ba/zeans, in not 
only holding that the Pope was ſubject to a Gene- 
ral Council, but in holding farther, that all the 
Primacy he had was derived purely from the Con- 
ſtitutions of fuch Aſſemblies ; which, confidering 
what uſe the Ba/ileans would have made of Diſputes 
in Eugenius's own Synod upon that Point, made jt 
not ſafe for him to incorporate the Greeks into ir, 
until he had by Bribing, Dieting, and ſome other 
Methods that required time, made them either 
change thoſe Principles, or till he had at leaſt 
brought down their Stomachs, which after they 
were in Italy, were viſibly too high for Eugenius's 
Bulineſs with them: for beſides that the Greek 
Patriarch had declared at Yenice, that in caſe he - 
found the Pope to be the elder Man of the two, he 
would then reverence him as his Father, ſo if he 
was much about the ſame Age, he would then 
treat him as a Brother, and if younger, as a Son ; 
ſo when the Pope before he landed at Ferrara, ſent 
him word, that he expected that he and his whole 
Clergy ſhould at their firſt Audience adore him 
and kiſs his Foot, the Patriarch ditdaining ſuch a 
{ervile Submiſlion, ſent back word, that as it 
was a thing he had never ſo much as dream'd of, 
ſo he was. reſolved rather than yield to ſuch a 
monſtrous thing, to return home immediately, 
without ever ſeeing the Pope : neither would he 
be perſwaded to ſet his foot on ſhoar until the Pope 
had promiſed not to require that of him, or of any 
of his Clergy. 
And tho it was not poſlible for any Aſſembly of 
Men to depend more entirely on a ſingle Perſon 
than the Greeks did on Eugenius, both at Ferrars 
and Florence, to which laſt City he removed them, 
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he had them at Ferrara, from which Place ſome of 
the chief of the Greek Biſhops had attempted to 
have made their eſcape, none of them at either 
of thoſe Places having a bit of Bread to put in 
their Mouths, but what they had out of the Pope's 
Basket; yet for all that Dependance Eugenzus ne- 
ver had the Covrage once to propoſe to them the 
thing that was in difference betwixt him and the 
Bafileans, but was contented, for all the Charge 
and Trouble he had been at, with having kept the 
Greeks from going to Baſil, and with their having 
made a general Acknowledgment of the Pope's 
being Chriſt's Vicar, St. Peter's Succeſſor, and Head 
of the Church, but with ſuch a Limitation as made 
that Acknowledgment to ſignify nothing as to the 
Authoritative Supremacy by a Divine Right, which 
the Pope pretends to ; the Greeks as much as 
they were mortified, having abſolutely refuſed to 
ſubſcribe that Inſtrument, before they had it ex- 
prelly declared therein, that the Pope's Authority 

was ſuch as was contained in the Ads and Canons 

of General Councils: in all which there is nothing 

that makes for that Authoritative Supremacy of 
the Pope, but a great deal to prove that he had no 

Primacy above his Brethren, but what was given 

him by Councils, purely on the Conſideration of 

Rome's being, the firſt City in the Empire. 


Eugenius was not ſo weak a Man as to be impoſed 


on by the Greeks, in a Submiſſion that was ſo li- 
mired as to ſignify nothing to his purpoſe, but 
rather the contrary : but the Council of Ba/1l be- 
ing ſtil] on foot, he durſt not for fear of raiſing 


Diſputes in his own Synod about the Papal Su- 


premacy, preſs the Greeks too hard on that Point ; 
for had it not been for that, Eugenius wonld have 
obliged the Greeks both to have kiſſed his Foot. 


and to have ſubſcribed to the Papal Supremacy 


after 
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after another manner than they did, or he would © 


have ſtarved them for denying to doit, 

Eugenius having diſmiſſed the Greeks, yet that 
he might have the Name of a Council ſtill fitting 
on his ſide, ſo long as that of Baſ3l was in being, up- 
on a fantaſtical pretence tranſlates the Synod from 
Florence to Rome, where, without ever having 
aſſembled it that we read of, he died in the Year 
1446. the Council of Baſil, which upon the Plague's 
being in that City had tranſlated it ſelf to Lauſan, 
being ſtill on foot, and Pope Fel:x ſtill alive, tho 
207 EE by ſo many Princes as he was 
at firſt. 

But as Eugenius, notwithſtanding he had done 
little elſe all the time he was Pope than to ſtrug- 
gle againſt the Eſtabliſhment of the Supremacy 
of General Councils, yet had never the Courage 
abſolutely to condemn that Doctrine 3 ſo his Suc- 
ceſlor Nicolaus, tho no great Friend to it no more 
than Eugenius, did never once offer to attack it ; 
on the contrary by the Compoſition he was ob- 
liged to come to with Felix, he ſeemed rather to 


confirm than condemn the main of what had been 


done at Bafil. Pe 

Pius the Second, the moſt zealous Ba/zlean 
while he was e/£neas Sylvius, who ſucceeded N:- 
colaus, ſeemed to have given a Blow to that Su- 
premacy, by a Bull prohibiting all Chriſtians up- 
on pain of Excommunication to appeal to a fn- 


' ture General Council; and which, to make it the 
more formidable, he inſerted into the Bulla Cene 


Domini, the Abſolution from whoſe Cenſures 1s re- 
ſerved to the Pope ; ſo natural it is for Apoſtates 
to outdo all others in Zeal againſt the Party they 
have forſaken. But this Bull, tho deſigned every 
way to leſſen the Authority of General Connclls 


' In the Minds of People, yet ſince only future Ge- 
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- neral Councils, but not-General Counctls in bein 


? 
were named in it, the Conſtance or Ba/il Doctrine 
was not reckoned to be-coridemned thereby, the 
Cardinals themſelves not being ſo much preju- 
diced againſt thoſe Aſſemblies, as not to delire to 
fee any more of them: for they being congre- 
gated in the Conclave upon Pus's Death, drew up 


. ſeveral Statutes which every one of them in caſe 


he ſhould be choſen Pope, ſwore to obſerve. The 
Statutes were, 1. That he ſhould continue the 
War againſt the Turks. 2. That within three 


' Years after his. Ele&ion he ſhould aſſemble a Ge- 
neral Council. 3. That he ſhould never increaſe 
the Number of Cardinals above that of twenty four, 


nor prefer above one of his own Kindred'to that 
Dignity. ..4. That he ſhould diſpoſe of no great 
Preferments but in Conſiſtory, @&'c: All which 
Statutes, tho they were ſworn to at the Altar 
by Paul the Second, who was choſen Pope at that 


. time, both before and after his Election, yet he was 
fo far from obſerving them, that preſently after 


he was crowned he made a publick Declaration, 
and forced all the Cardinals fave one to fign it, 


that he was not obliged by the Oaths he had taken 


to keep the faid Statutes; it being the Popes 
Prerogative to make Laws for others, and not to 
have Laws impoſed upon them. And as to the 

tatute of calling a General Council, he was ſo 
far from any thoughts of doing it, that he made 
it one of his cltief Articles againſt Platina and the 
other Criticks of Rome, that they had threatned, 
upon his having perſecuted them ſo barbarouſly 
for their Learning, to ſolicite all the Princes of 
Chriſtendom to have ſuch an Aſſembly called to 
keep the Papal Power within ſome Bounds. 

Sixtus the 4th, who had probably taken the ſame 
Oath, before and after his Election, that his Pre- 
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deceſlor had done;,feemed to be in haſte to com- 
ply with it 3 for in the {irſt Year of his Pontificate 


he called-a Council to meet at Rome ; but being fo-. 


iciced by the Emperor Frederick to aſſemble it at 
Utinum, Where it would: have more freedom, he 


was fo little fond-of having it any where, thac 


he dropt it, reckoning it is like that he had abun- 
dantly fatisfy'd .his Oath, by having called ſuch an 
Aſſembly, tho it never met. -:After- which, tho 
Sixtus had nothing farther from. his Thoughts 
than to call a General Council, his Heart being 
entirely. ſet on advancing his obſcure Family to 
Principalities, to the promoting: whereof he was 
very certain ſuch an Afﬀembly would no ways con- 
tribute, nevertheleſs the inſufferable- Effects: of 
that Ambition, and particularly that of his having 
had his Hand ſo deep: in the barbarous Aſſaſlinati- 
on of Fulianus de Medicis in the Church at High 
Maſs, made the Florentines and others to wiſh for 
ſucha Synod, to curb and. puniſh him for ſach 
enormous V1olences. 

The Florentines having upon Srxtus's putting 


their Common-Wealth under an Interdict, and 


following that with an Army, on the account of 
their having hanged the Arch-Biſhop of P:ſa for 
being concerned 3n that Murder, and their having 
impriſoned the Cardinal of Florexce upon fuſpici- 
on of his having been privy to- it,. afſembled a Sy- 
nod of all their Prelats ; they after having char- 
ged Sixtus with that Murder, and commanded the 
Ecclefiafticks not to regard his Interdi4, appeal- 
ed to a General Council to have Juſtice done up- 
on him, | 2 TIE 

The French King likewiſe being ſolicited for 
Succours by Lawrence de Medicts, who had nar- 
rowly eſcaped being murdered at the ſame time, 


and in the ſame place, with his Brother Julzanus, 
" called 
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called an Aſſembly of his Eccleſiaſticks and No- 


bles at Orleance : In which it being agreed that 
the Pragmatick Sanition ſhould be reſtored, and 
Annats aboliſhed, and a General Council called, 
the King ſent an Embaſſador to Srxtus to require 
him immediately to call a General Council, to de- 
liver the Church out of the Bondage 1t was in, 


' and to puniſh all that had any Hand in the fore- 


ſaid Murder; threatning, if he did not call one 
preſently, to join with the other Princes of Eu- 
rope todo it. To which Meſſage Sixtus return- 
ed the common prevaricating Anſwer of his See, 
That he, and not Secular Princes, was the Judg 
when the Calling of ſuch an Aſſembly was neceſſa- 
ry; and that if the Times would give way to ir, 
whuch to his great Sorrow they would not, there 
was no Body deſired to have ſuch a Council called 
ſo much as he did. Neither was there, during 


the Reigns of Innocent the 8th, and Alexander the 


6th, any talk of aſſembling a General Council, uvn- 
leſs it were by Princes now and then threatning 
the Popes with ſuch an Aſſembly, and by the 
Famous Savarorella, who writ to moſt of the Prin- 
ces of Europe, exhorting them with great Zeal 
to aſſemble a General Council, to preſerve and 
reform the Church, and to pull down the Abomi- 
nation of Deſolation, meaning the Pope, which ſtood 
in the Holy Place, For which Zeal the Pope never 
gave over perſecuting him, until he had him, with 
three . more of his Brethren, burnt at Florence as 


a Heretick, who notwithſtanding that. is to this 
Day reckoned by many of the Roman Church to 


have been a Prophet, a worker of Miracles, and 
a Perſon of extraordinary Sanctity. But upon 


the Deathof Pius, who reigned but a few Weeks, 


the Cardinals who had been moſt terribly tyran- 
nized over by Alexander, being for reſtraining the 
ExorÞbl- 
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exorbitant: Power of the Papacy, among other 


Statutes they obliged themſelves by an Oath, ia 
caſe they were choſen Pope, to call a' General 
Council within two Years, in a place of Liberty : 
And it having been found by Experience, that the 
taking of that Oath by a Cardinal was no tie at 
all upon him when he came to be Pope, they {wore 
farther, That they ſhould neither abſolve them- 


ſelves, nor give Power to any other to abſolve 
them from the Obligation thereof ; and after hav- 


ing thus, as they thought, ſecured the Meeting 
of a General Council within two Years, they pro- 
ceeded to an Elefttion, and choſe Fulianus Ruvero, 
Cardinal of Oft;um, a Prelat who loved War too 
well to be obliged by an Oath to embaraſs the Pa- 
pacy with Synods, and who accordingly ſuffered 
not only two, but ſever Years to paſs without cal- 
ling a Council ; and ſo he would ſeven ſcore it he 
had lived fo long, notwirhſtanding his Oaths, 
had not a Council been called by ſome of the Car- 
dinals at Piſa to examine the Validity of his Ele- 
ction, and to puniſh him for his Male-Adminiſtra- 
tion; and particularly for not having, according 
to his Oath, called a Council within two Years 
and which, had he never taken any ſuch Oath, he 
was bound by the Decree of the Council of Con- 
ſtance to have called. This P:iſan Synod was pro- 
moted chiefly by the French King, who was grown 
{o weary of ſeeing the Church and Chriſtian State 
thus deſperately Pope-rid, that he had a Medal 
ſtruck with this Inſcription, Delebo Babylonts no- 
men, meaning Rome, a Name none that have'been 
angry with the Popes for theſe twelve hundred 
Years, have ever milled to call that City by. Ju- 
lius to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt this Piſan Synod, 
called one at the Lateran, a notable Place for 


Liberty, throwing the blame of his not having 
_ called 


np 


ef 
2.44 
: 
? 
z 
2, 
I 
3 
 ”" 
' 
bs 
. 
x, 
. 
tbe” 
F ” 
I: 
352 
'P 
4 
. 
F 
£8 
#E 
#2 
EY 
As 
KB ; 
ns » 
«3% 
a+ 4 
= } 4 
{4 ut £ 
$2 ? 
X 


, a £& = + 


; OEERASN a Pike 
$0646 A Sgt; wo i ara Re OA 24 


o _ ” 
v 4 _— " RN 3p. < v 4 ” \# 6216-246 
© 20h ateSr>— BOD pe tne A, . > _ ra . l *OTss Wy 
. Wy" . ALTOS + © qa « wp 4400 OO 3g i Bb 


mY 


wand: 4 e 
jp" $ T k ION 4k Ap Rn nets. er, tea hg ov frm Ws: 
of 5 ; £4 - « 7.3 


> 
4 


grows - DT IS regs =. + 


Ry - n ds ow Let oy 
OT 3 em i IO A 4 EO OH Oh 


fare VO  - yy 
EUN I 


bp, oe DI 


po Iran Ro Co > 


WI £7 . RAGE. A ty i BS Ta hee. ; 


ICT -1 
WO9yY 


NT 1 YC 
ana” pod ”» *v©._: , 4X 
edt a Cot ht EE; LI 0 mace 


woeudh - CONE PINTD 
% 08 Ir Ar ST I Wo) wy WA 
bo Ws 5, YI OS IRS tr 


coun ry Sep OO PERL 


DE EN ai WR rBG es, nts, 02 4ST DEE 


Ys » y row <a wAye 


64 An Introduftory Diſcourſe 
called it ſooner, upon the Wars and DiſtraQion: 
of the Times, which were chiefly of his own 


creating: And as to the Decree of the Council of 


Conſtance, he put that off by affirming, Thar ir 
had not been regarded in eighty Years; orit i: 
had, the Diſtractions of the Times would have 
juſtified him in not obeying it. Which Zaterar 
Council, tho.called after this manner, and made 


up chiefly of a few Italian Prelats, is reckoned by 


Zellarmine, and the other Court of Rome-Writers, 
only for its having been in abſolute Subjection to 
the Pope, to have been a General Council, and 
ſuch a one too as ought to be a Pattern for 
Tameneſs to all future Synods : - Nevertheleſs, ex- 
cepting its being a Precedent for General Council: 
having nothing of Authority or Liberty Jett 
them, it did nothing to the Prejudice of the Cor- 
ſtance Eſtabliſhment. 

After this of the Lateran, which was continued 
for ſome time by Leo the 1oth, there was no Coun- 
cil called by any Pope, until ſuch another was 
convocated at Trent in the Year 1545, by Paul the 
34; and after a Tranſlation of three Years to Bo- 
20n1a, was reaſſembled by Fulius the 3d; and who 
before he would congregate it, had the Emperor's 
Promiſe under his Hand, that nothing ſhould be 
done therein that he was not for having done, 
And after a Prorogation of 11. Years by Pius the 
4th, an Ailembly it was ſo fettered by the Popes 
under whom it ſat, that from firſt to laſt, nothing 
that looked like Liberty or Authority ever ap- 
| peared 1n it, the Pope that firſt called it having 

ſtrictly charged his Legats who were its Preſidents, 
not to ſuffer any Point of his Authority to be diſ- 
puted therein, nor to publiſh any Decree in a Seſ- 
lon, beforethey had ſent a Copy thereof to him, 
_ and to a Congregation he had erected at Rome, on 
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purpoſe to direct what was ht to be done at Trent ; 
whoſe Reſolutions being ditpatc ned to the Preji- 
dents, were punctua)ly obſerved by them. Theſe 
Preſidents, belides their having allumed a new 
Authority of propo/any all thit was to be offered to 
the Council, and their having by a Band of Pen 
fioners ſecured the ma! jor Voie to themſelves, if 
any Prelat had the Honelt y and Courage to oppoſe 
any of the Papal Deligns, they did brow- beat and 
tilence him in the rou:;heit manner ; and in caſe 
the Synod ſhould on any Occaiion prove Retrato- 
Ty, they had a Bull always re2dy in their Pocket, 
impowring them to tranſlate or prorogue it ; as 
they did twice vron frivolous Pretences. 

Now that this was the true State of the Trent 
SYnoG, 1 that Seſſion of it which was held under 
Falius the 34, 1s proved beyond all contradiction 
by the following Letters 3 of which, and the great 
Men they were writ by, cone now to give ſome 
Account. 

The following Letters were writ from Treat, 
during the Seihon of the Council which was held 
under Julius the 34, to Granvill then Biſhop of 
Arras, who was attzrwards the Cardinal Granv/ill, 
at that time firſt Minilter to the Emperor Cyzarls 
the oy, by Dox Franciſco Vargas, DoGQor of Law, 
and Fiſcal or Remembrancer of the F.xchequer t9 
the Emperor, by whom he was ſent to Trent when 


| the Council firſt met in that City under Pa! the 
2d; where having remainzd till it was upon a fa ſe 


Pretznce tranſlated by tnac Pope to Bononia, he 
was ſent to that City to protelt 1a the Emp: 01s 
Name, ayzain{ its having been tranilated tiither ; 
Which he did with ſo much Coura re and [Dexte- 
rity, as raiſed his Name very hign tor an able 


Stateſman ; for which Reaſon when the Council 


came to be allembled at Trezt again by 5u7;s, hs 
E Was 
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was ſent thither by the Emperor to aſliſt his Em- 


baſſadors in all their Negotiations with the Legat, 
who at that time was the Cardinal Creſcentzus, 

As to Yargas's Talents, were there nothing elſe 
to prove them to have been extraordinary,the fol- 
lowing Letters would abundantly do it ; in which 
with a great Variety of Learning, and a Noble 
Air of Integrity and Piety, 1s joined fuch a ſtrength 
and clearneſs of Judgment, as is hardly to be met 


with in any of the Letters of the moſt Eminent 


Stateſmen now extant. I will not ſay, becauſe | 
read of another of the ſame Name who was Secre- 
tary of State to Ferdinand the Catholick, that the 
Writer of theſe Letters is the Vargas meant by 
the Spaniards, in their Proverbial Saying upon any 
Matters being fo intricate as to require a ſtrony 


| Head to beable to unriddle it, Averiguclo Vargas, 


I>t Fargas diſpatch it; yet this is certain, tiat 
our "7 25 was looked upon by the Emperor and 
all h Miniſters, as the molt dextrous Man at Bu- 
"oY of any Spaniard of his Time; upon W hoſe 
having acquitted himſelf ſo much to the Emperor? 
Satisfaction at Trent, he was preſently after the 
- 2455 hgh of the Council, ſent Embaſtador M7 
the Emperor to the Republick of FYenice ; fro: 
whende; u iter hav! Ng relided there ſome tinie, he 
was recalled, but with an Intention of ſending him 
thitier azain with a double Character of Embaila- 
dor, both from the Emperor and his Son Php ; 
the D engn whereot was, to have helped Spain by 
nat means, after it ſhould come to be REC 
from tne Empire, to the Precedency of France 
W hich being a thing Charles had ſet his Heart up- 
on extrean ty, he pitched upon Fargas as the Per- 
{on of all his: other Miniſters, that was the ftteit 
© m22229 10 1mPportant and difficult a Point. But 
£59 TC trench were too wit 3 Nation to have 
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ſuch a Trick as that donble Commiſſion was put 
upon them, and had too good a Cauſe to be bai- 


fled in 1t, in ſo wiſe a Government as that of Ye- 


nice; it was nevertheleſs acknowledged by all, 
that Yargas ſaid and did all that was poſlible in 
ſuch a Caſe. .So that S; Pergama dextra, &c. And 


tho Emballadors, and eſpecially Spaniards, are 


not very forward to extol the Abilities of the M1- 
niſters that are ſent to aijilt them in their Buſineſs ; 

nevertheleſs we have Don Franciſco de Toledo, who 
was one of the Emperor's Fmbaijadors at Trent at 


_ the time when theſe Letters were writ by Vargas, 


giving the following Character of him to the 
Biſhop of Arras, in a Letter bearing date the 1/F 
of December 1551. *© What your Lordſhip writes 
© concerning your being ſatisfy'd with the Con- 
* duct of the Fiſcal Yargas, gives me great 
<« Content, knowing him to be one of the moſt: 
« Learned and beſt "qualified Perſons of his Pro- 
< feſſion, and withal very zcalous for his Ma- 
© jeſty's Service, and much devoted to your Lord- 
** ſhip; your Lordſhip is therefore bound to fa- 
« your him with his Majeſty, and to ſee that he 
*© be rewarded according to his Merits and Ser- 
* vices, which I ſhall rake as a great Kindneis, 
& it being a Perſon for whom I nave a particular 
« Aﬀection, being muck beholden to him _s the 
« Aſſiſtance he has afforded me, of which your 
** Lordſhip takes notice: In a word, he is cer- 
an Original, as 15 not tO be quoted 


hg 


** aTaUL 


| Father de Malvenia. who as likewiſe one of tho 
Emperor's Miniſters at Trent at that eime, in a Let- 
ter to the Biihop of Arras wich I here publiſh, 
bearing date Felruary 27, 1552, ſaith, © In all our 
** Encounters with” tie Lezat,. the Senior Fitcal 
6 " has (till fa! len 01 W aderful Ex pedients 5, 
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« who being a Perſon of great Learning, and 
« withal mnch experienced in Aﬀairs of this na- 
<« ture, has not, as I am able to witnels for him, 
* been miſtaken in any one Point. And 1n ano- 
ther cf his Letters, I publith likewite, bearing 


date the 12th of October 1551, he tclls the Biſhop 
of Arras, © The Fiſcal 1s certainly ſuch a Perion 


& as you wake him to be, that is, a Man of ſtrong 


ee 


« Senſe and Judgment, and very TT IEIOe Th 
« giving ſuch Dirc&ions as are neceflaty about 
** theiGouncil. 


Now 2s Charles the 5il”s Kindneſs for Vargas, 
whom he knew to have writ {o freely of the Cor- 


_Tuptions and Abuſes of the Church of Rome, and 


of the Jugglings of the Popes and their Minitters, 
I5 an Bvidence of his having, when =q reigned, 
been no great Bigot for Popery ; fo we have rea- 
{on to belicve, that after his Retirement, when he 
came to make the ſtudy of Religion his whole Bu- 
fines, he had his Mind fo enlizhtned, as to diicover 
both the Errors and Corruptions of Popery, and 
the Truth and Beauty of the Proteſtant Do: trines 
ſo jar, as to have died in the Faith of the latter ; 
of which, conſidering among whom he diced, and 
oo much all the Monks and Friars of Spain, if 


t had been fo, would have be Bn concerned to ha ve 


foprretied It, tio a direct and politive Proot 1s a 


tz not to beexpetted ; acvertheleſs not only Lis 
Chaplai in and Preacher, but he likewiſe who was 


| his Confeſfor at his Death, as alſo the Arch-Biſhop 


ot Toledo, who aTiſted ice in his laſt Minutes 
N 1K | Gholtly C 


were, of being Proteſtants, iS ſuch an Evidence 


of that Priace's h avIng been of the lame Religion, 


as an impartial ; 


Mind Can hardly know how LO 
eliit. : 
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-ounie!, being all accuſed, as they |} 
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For, 1. As to his Chaplain and Preacher 4::- 


guftin Cazal, who was Canon of the Church of 


Salamanca, and i is acknowledged by his Enemies to 
have been one of the moſt Eloquent Preachers that 
ever Syain produc'd ; he was taken up by the 1n- 
quiſition tor being a Proteſtant in the Year 1558, 


and was with 13 more, who died profeſſing the 


Proteſtant Religion, burnt publickly at Yalladolid 
in the Year 1559. the unfortunate Prince Charles, 
and his Aunt Pona Joanna, who was Governcfs of 
Spain at that time, being Spectators of tnat bar- 
barous Execution. 


2. His Confeſlor Conftantine Porcins, who was 


Canon of Sevil, and a Perſon of wot \Gerſul Picty 
and Learning, was lixewiſe taken up by the In- 
quilition for being a Proteſlantz wino dying In 
Priſon, the Inquitirors know beit of what Death, 
had his Bones and Et tigies burnt publicxly 1n the 
Market-place of Sevil 1n the Year 1560, as were 
alſo the Bones of the Learned Dr. Ezidius Canon 
of Sevil, who had been named by the Emperor to 
the Bithoprick of Fortoſa, who either died, or was 
murdered in the ſame Priion, etghteen being vurnt 
alive at the ſame time for being Proteitants: on 
which occalion the wary of the Hi! tory of the 
Inquilition fiith, © That had not that holy TT1- 
<< brnal taken care thus to put a fſtup to thoſe 
© Reformers, the Protcitant Religion had run 
"> © through Spain like Wild-fire, People of all De- 

*.grees and both Sexes being wonder ully m4 eaſe 


& ticd at that time to have em teaced” it. Nay, tl 


Author of the Pontihcal Hiitory, who was ves 
ſent at ſome of thoie Martyrdoms, and particu- 
larly at that of Herrezo, fairh, © That had thoſe 
** Learned: Men been Jet alone but three Months 

": \ longer, all S$pzia would have ben put into 4 


* Flame by Tein. 
c } L aſtly, 
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Laſtly, Bartholomew de Caranza, a Dominican 
Friar, who had heen Confteſlor to our Queen Mary, 
and who upon her Recommendation was preferred 
to the Archbiſhoprick of Toledo, baving aſliſted 
Charles with his Ghoſtly Counſel in the laſt Minutes 
of his Life, was not many Months after confined 


to his. Palace by the Inquiſition in the Village of 
* Tord:laguna, upon ſuſpicion of his deing a Prote- 


ſtant; frora which place, after a Confinement of 
even Years, he was removed to Rome, and com- 
mitted to the Caſtle of St. Angelo, where he re- 


mained a cloſe Friſoner ten Years, and was con- | 


demned at laſt as one {uſpeQted of Hereſy. This 
Arcl-biſhop was reckon'd one of the molt learned 
Divines of his time, and as ſuch, was ſent by 


Charles the gth to the Council of Trent, where he 


both preached before that Synod, and writ a Trea- 


'TUHie of the Perſonal Retidence of Biſhops and Pa- 
 ſtors; he publiſhed likewiſe a Compendium of all 


the Councils, and a large Catechiim 'in Spaniſh, 
which was printed in Flanders : of which Arch- 
biſhop, and the three forementioned Martyrs, I 
think one may truly ſay, that they were Perſons 
every way qualiicd to have reformed a corrupted 
Church aiter the beſt manner. But that God, after 


he had raiſed vp ſuch great Men, to have done 


ſo excelient a Work, ſhould ſuffer a barbarous 


and 1nhuman Court thus to deſtroy both their Per- 


ſons and all the Effects of their holy Labours, is 4 
LY | 


 SHylery of Providence, whoſe Ways, tho always 


TIgnteons, are many tines great Depths. 

To theie Evidences of Charles the $tÞ*s having 
Ys J : ?J . 
GIed a Proteſtant, I ſhall only add, that his Grand- 


fon Coarles Prince of Spain, who had lived. ſome 


time with him in his NMAanat 7 y Coen gn Y, 
inpritoned by his = Za gre mn - (ne 
- os | > L C SEW SLTTEE Ciki bo) AS WAS SEN __ 
TaU7 DCUCYER, Was Put to deat 
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vourer of Proteſtants ; and what Mezeray a Papilt 


faith thereof in the Reign of Francts the Second, is 


remarkable. | 
« At Philip's Arrival in Span, he cauſed a great 


« many to be burnt in his own Preſence at Sevil and 
© Palladolid of thoſe they call Lutherans, both Men 
«© and Women, Gentlemen and Eccleiiaſticks, as 
«© likewiſe the Effigies or Fantom of Conſtantine 
* Ponce, Confeſſor to Charles the 5th: we mult not 
* wonder that he ſcrupled no more the defaming 
* his Father's Memory, ſince if we will believe 
** ſome, he would have made his Proceis too, and 
« have burnt his Bones for the Crime of Hereſy, 


AR 


5 


** nothing hindring him from it but this Conſi- 


a 


© deration, That if his Father were an Heretick 


*© he had forfeited his Eſtates, and by conſequence _ 


** had no right to reſign them to his Son, 


Sandoval in his Lite of Charles the 5th, takes great ' 


pains, by falſe Relations, to clear his Hero from 
this Suſpicion, as by faying, that Charles when the 
Arch-biſhop of Toledo came to him, would not, 
tho he had deiired to ſee him, fo much as ſpeak to 
him. But as Spondanus well obſerves, there is little 
Credit to be given to what Sandoval writes of that 
Emperor, who under the Title of his Life, de- 
iigned to write only an Encomium of him. And 
that it may not look ſtrange, that the Biſhop of 
Arras, who when he was Cardinal Granvzll, was 
tor his Bigotry for Popery, called in Flanders the 
Prince of Papiſts, ſhould be fo much a Friend to 
Vargas, who had writ his Mind fo freely to him 
concerning the Corruptions of the Roman Church, 
and the Jugglings of the Popes and their Miniſters, 
the Reader is to know that that Prelat chang?d his 
Temper as to the Afﬀairs of Religion with his 
Maſter; he who was the chief Champion for Po- 


pery under Philip the 24, having, after theſe Let- 
: - e 4 ters 
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ters were writ to him, puſhed on his old Maſter 
Charles the 5th, to. invade the Papal Territories 
with a ſtrong Army, in order to ſtrip the Pope 
of all his Lands and Temporal Juriſdictions 


which was accordingly attempted by the Duke of 


Alva, at that time Viceroy of Naples. 
But to return to YVarpas -- When he was at Trent, 
he writ oſtner than once to the Biſhop of Arras, 


that there was no Bulincis to be done there, tne Le- 


gat being only tae Executioner of the Orders that 
came from Rome ; fo that if there was any good to 
be done,wiiich he much doubted of it was to be done 
at that Court. Php the Second accordingly, when 
the Council, after a Prorogation of 11 Years, came 
to. meet again under Pius the 4th, ſent Yarpgas his 
Embaſſador to the Pope, with whom we are told he 


laboured hard to have aſlerted the Liberty and 


Authority of the Council, and to have had thoſe 
Miichiets remedied that he had formerly com- 
plained of at Trent. The Pope, ſaith Mr. dc Iſte, 
who was the French Embaſlador at Rome at the 
{ame time, at an Andience ] had of him, com- 
plained of a long Debate he had with the Em- 
baſlador Yargas about the words, Proponentibus Lc- 
£4:15, waich Farzas would have had ſo altered, 
Lat the Biſhops might not be deprived of the li- 
berty of propotng what tney had a mind to in the 
Synod ; Toe Pope toid me, faith de'l Iſle, that be put 
bim off at laſt by telling him, that be had ſomething 
exſe to do than to diſpute about what C aſe and Gender 
Words were of : W hich was a pleaſant way of put- 
tingan end to a Debate whereon the Authority of 
tne CounciF fo much depended, But the truth is, 
Farg45 Was a Perion the Pope was too angry with 
£5 Cit him Cizilly, az we are told by the ſame 
Freach Embaſſudor, - why faith, - 24r. Vargas bas 
ROM? on the account of the 
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of [*OUNCTL $. 7 
Diſpatches that have been made Ly him both in Spain 


and at Trent, wherein he had complained of the Pope's 


having the Council in ſubjetFion to him, and bad ex- 


horted the Prelats thereof to aſſert their Liberties : With 
which, ſaith he, the Pope 15 much offended, and rc- 
ſents it highly againſt him. 

The Count Brocard, who was ſent by Pius to the 
Court of Spain upon extraordinary Bulineſs, was 
commanded at the end of his Inſtructions to ſo- 
licit vehemently the calling home of Yargas, as 
4 Perſon no ways acceptable to his Holineis : But 
when Pius found he could not get him to he re- 
called, he courted him to that degree, as to gain 
him at laſt, it Pallavicina may. be believed, to 
write in defence of his Authority to the Spaniſh 
Biſhops that were at the Council; but before he 
was brought to that, it he ever did it, we ſhall 
find him writing to the ſame Prelats, to do thinzs 
which muſt have incenſed the Pope more again{t 
him than all that he had ever ſaid or done before. 

For whereas the Spaniſh Biſhops ( who at the 
onening of the Council under P:us had all inſiſted 
on having the preſent Council declared to be a 
Continuation of the former, and to have in all 
its Acts the Title of Eccleſzam Univerſalem repra:- 
ſentans given to it, and on having the words pro- 
ponentibus Lepatis not uſed) were all, except the Pi- 
ous and Learned Archbiſhop of Granada, grown 
flack in the proſecution of thoſe Points ; the Em- 
vaſſador Yargas aid thereupon write a long Letter 
to that Archbiſhop, who was his p:rticular Friend, 
which was to be communicated to all the rcſe 


of his Brethren, wherein he earneſtly: exhorted. . 


©< them to reſume their former Zeal, and either t: 
** carry thoſe important Points, or to withdraws 


** fromthe Synod ; or in caſe thar ſhould be thought” 
* too much, to get the Determination of thein at * 


* lcalt 
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ev 


« leaſt deferred until the Embaſlador ſhould come 


« to them; declaring every thing that had ' 


&« heen done to the detriment of thoſe Points, to 
« he both of-its own nature void, and never to 
« have bcen enacted by any Lawful Authority. 

When this Letter was writ, which was not ma- 
ny Months before the end of the Synod, Yarpas 
was undoubtedly ſtill of his old Principles tor 
which the Pope was ſo angry with him; andac- | 
cordingly Pallavicino, whoſe Reſentments, right | 
or wrong, arc always the ſame with the Pope's, 
reflecting on that Letter, ſairh, Thus Zearnng, 
when acconipanied with a diſturbe4 Mind, can betray 
People into ſuch Errors, as they could never bave fallcn 
mto had they been ignorant : And having nothing 
elſe to objet againſt Yargas and his Friend the 
Archbiſhop of Granada on' this occaſion, he accu- 
ſeth the former of not being ſo nobly deſcended as 
the Spaniſh Embaſſadors to the Court of Rome uſed to 
be; and the latter of not bcing ſo good a Gentleman. 
as the Biſhop of Salamanca, who was Brother to the 
Luke de Infantada. 

Pallavicino reflieas likewiſe ſeverely on Vargas 
vpon the account. of a Speech that was made by 
him before the Pope, concerning the Nature and 
| Uſe of General and National Councils, at a Meet- 
128 of ail the Embaſſadors, except the French, that 
were tnen in Rome, ſaying, © As it commonly 
* happens toan unſeaſonable Oſtentation of Parts, 
'* 10 Vargas was rather laugh'd at as a vain Man 
'* 1or that Diſcourſe, than praiſed for it as a Man 
** of Learning, Evt as to what Pallavicino ſaith of 
Fargas's having in that Diſcourſe inveighed ſtoutly 
againft National Conncils, I do not believe it, any 
iartner than that he might refle& perhaps upon 


nn T3-SFY => ÞF oO . By it 
that which the French threatned to call about that 
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Line, and that for two Reaſons; 1, Becauſe this 
Speech 
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of CouncirLs. 325 
Speech was ſpoke by him ſometime before the 
writing of the forementioned Letter, when it is 


certain he had not ſwerved from his old Principles 
contained in the following Letters; one whereof 


was, That if the Church was ever to be reformed, 


it muſt be done by National and not General Coun- 
cils, from which, as they are now under the Go- 


vernment of the Pope, nothing but Miſchief and 


the Eſtabliſhment of Abuſes was to be expected. 
2. Becauſe Pallavicino was angry with him for that 
Diſcourſe, which, it an Invective againſt National 
Councils in general had been any part of it, he 
would never have been. = 

Hitherto we have heard nothing of Yargas but 
what was all of a piece, and tended to the aſſert- 
ing of the Liberty and Authority of the Council, 
in conformity with what is delivered by him in 
the following Letters. But as it 1s too common 
for People, who, by an extraordinary Dexterity 
in Buſineſs, have raiſed themſelves to high Poſts, 
to do things rather than be tumbled down from 
them, which they would have abominated the ve. 
Ty thoughts of while they were in their low Sta- 
tions ; ſo this great Miniſter, finding after he had 
by his eminent Abilities raiſed himſelf to the moſt 
honourable Employment of the Crown of Spain, 
that by his noted and ſingular Zeal for the Autho- 
rity of the Council, and particularly by his late 
Letter to the Biſhop of Granada, he had drawn 
the whole Indignation of the Yatican on his Head, 
ſo that he muſt either tack about and do ſomething 


_ to mollify the Pope, or venture to be cruſh'd by 
Inm, by bidding him an open Defiance; his Ambt- 
tion, If Pallavici:zo may be believed, unhappily , 
prevailing over his Integrity, he made a ſhort 


turn, and of a Veteran Champion for the Council 
2Zainſt the Pope, became a Champion for the 
| Pope 
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Pope againſt the Councii, or at leaſt againſt the 
ſoundelt part of it, and with which he had been 
ſo long united : of which ſudden Change Pallavi. 
cino gives us the following Account. 

1 he Spaniſh Prelats being reſolved to have Bi- 


ſhops declared -by the Council to be an Order of | 


Men of Chrift's immediate Inſtitution, which 1s a 
Doctrine the Popes will diſſolve an hundred Coun- 
cils rather than give their Conſent to ; Fius in 
order to prevent the Storm which the denial of 
that Point to the Spaniards would 1n all probabili- 
ty raiſe in the Synod, called a ſelect Number of 
Cardinals, and among them the Embailador Lar- 
£4s, to contult abont the beſt way of diverting it. 
With which unuſual Civility-and Confidence of 
the Pope Vargas was ſo far overcome, that he 
was periwaded by him to write a Treatiſe 1n de- 
fence of his Authority. With which after he had 
read it,: P:us was {ſo well pleaſed, that not being 
content with Yargas's having writ the Heads there- 
of to Trent, he diſpatched a Courier thither on 
purpoſe, the day after the Heads were ſent thi- 
ther, with the whole Treatiſe, expecting great 
matters jrom it 1n that Junqure: Which Treatiie, 
tho Pallavicino faith it was afterwards printed, and 
the Brbliotbeca Hiſpanica ſpeaks likewiſe of a Treca- 
tie printed by Franciſco Vargas, whoſe Title was 
De Epiſcoporum Turifdittione, & Pontificis AMaxim, 
| have never been able to compaſs the fzht of, 
nor to mcet with an account in any Book, nor from 
any Perion, how thoſe two Juriſdictions are ſtated 
nit; wherefore ail that I can ſay of it, is, that if 
ro curry JaVOur With the Pope, Vargas has therein 
made Biſhops not to have their Authority jmme- 
QUately from Chriſt, then he flatly contradicts 
himſelt, having poiltively affirmed the contrary 
In {cyeral of the tollowing Letters, 
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Pallavicino, who 1s the only Writer I know 
of that takes notice of this great Change in Yar- 
gas's Principles, tells us farther, That when the 
Putting an end to the Synod was fiercely oppoſed 
by the Count de Zuni, the Spanith Embaſſador at 
Trent, the Pope being much troubled at that Op- 
polition, was afſured by the Embaſſador Fargas of 
that Count's having no Order from his Maſter for 
what he did ; and that Vargas having writ a very 
carnelt Letter to the Count about ir, ſhewed a Co- 
py of it to the Pope 3, who being » extreamly pleaſ- 


” 


ed with 1t, diſpatched i it to his Legats, to choke 


the Count with it it he went on with his Oppoit- 
tion, Which Inſtance of Y/argas having changed 
his Meaſures, whatever the tormer may be, we 
have great reaſon to believe is falſe, notwith- 
ſtanding Father Paul agrecs with Pallavicino as to 


the main of it : for bejiides that Spondanus writes . 


poiitively, that Yargas upon tie Count de Lund's 
having writ to him about that Buſineſs, did tell 
the Pope roundly, That the Council'muſt not be 
ditiolved, fince all the World was for having it 


continued ; and that being asked by the Pope what 
he meant by all the World ? he anſwered, Span; 


wheromons the Pope, in rallery, adviſed him to 
buy Ptolomy s Geography, and to ſend it into 
Spain, to teach his Country-men that Syain was 
not all the World : I ſay, beſides this, it is cer- 
tain that Philip was ſo hi 5h y diſpleaſed with the 
Pope for having put an end to the Council fo 
loon, that he had like to have broke with hin: up- 
on it. 
This is all I have'been able to meet with in Ht- 
ſtory relating to Dr. Yargas, the Writer of the 
25 following Letters, and a Treatiſe about Coun- 
C11, 
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þ g An Tntroduftory Diſcourſe 


But. beſides Yargas's 25 Letters, 'and other Pa- 


pers, which are all Originals, I do here likewiſe 
publiſh three of Don Franciſco de Toledo's, who was 
the Emperor's Embaſlador at the Council, and one 
of the Arch-Biſhop of Sagor, who in the printed 
Catalogues of the Trent Biſhops, 1s called 4rch;e- 
piſcopus Turitanus ;, and three (together with a Me- 
morial) of the Biſhop of Oren, who 1s called in 
' them Epiſcopus Aurien/is;, and one of the Biſhop 

of .Ajtorga ; and three of the Biſhop of Pamplona, 
_ and fix of Father Malvenda's, who was both one 
_ of the Emperor's Miniſters, and Divines at that 
Council : Which Letters are all Originals, anc 
were all writ in Spaniſh at that time from Trent 
to the Biſhop of Arras, and do all agree in affirm- 
ing, That the Council had nothing of Liberty or 
Authority in it; and that there was nothing 


done at Trent, but what the Pope was pleaſed to 


order. 


| There are, beſides theſe I have publiſhed, ſe- 
veral other Letters of Don Franciſco de Toledo's, 
writ with his own Hand, which is ſo wretched a 
Scrawl, that there is no reading of it; the three 
_ of his I publiſh being writ by another Hand, but 
ſigned by himſelf: As alſo ſeveral Letters of the 
Biſhops of Badajoz, Pamplona, Elna, Jubin, Sego- 
via, Algueir, Arvorca, all writ at the ſame time 
from Trent to the Biſhop of Arras ; and which, 
_ tho all Originals, and very legible, yet having 
nothing in them relating to the Council, or any 0- 
ther Publick Afﬀairs, I did not think it neceſſary to 
trouble the World with them. 
_ Now as] do reckon that it will be no eaſy mat- 
ter for any one, after his having read the foilow- 


ing Letters and Papers, to judg the Conventions 


WHICH were at Trent vnder Paul the 3d, and Fuli- 
95 the 3d, to have been Aſſemblies that had no- 
thing 


of Council [P 79 | 


thing of Liberty in them : So > ſatisfy the Reader 
| that it was the ſame with the Convention which 
. | was held at the ſame Place uider Pus the 4th, 1 
 - have addeda Letter of Mofifieur Zanſac, who was 
:t that time Emballſador to the Council from the 
Crown of France; and one of Monſieur Xain@es, 
a Doctor of Sorbon, who alliſted at it as a Divine, : 
which are both printed in French, in the Inſtru- EE | 
Gions and Miſhives, Cc. WM 
To conclude : tho the Doctrine of the Synods 
of Conſtance and Baj1l, of a General Council's be- 
ing ſuperiour to the Pope, has never as yet been 
condemned by any Roman Council that pretended 
to be Univerſal, yet through that Doctrine's being 
diſcouraged at Rome, the great Fountain of Pre- 
ferment, as a thing ſavouring of Hereſy, as alfo 
through the Power the Popes were ſuffered to ex- 
erciſe in the Synods of Florence, the Lateran, and 
this of Trent, ſuch Ailemblies are no leſs in Bon- 
dageto the Pope, than they conld have been, had. 


ag ns RT T6039, - 


all Councils owned him to be their Abſolute Lord F 
| and Maſter. Of which the Court of the General _ 
| Inquittion at Roxze was fo ſenſible, that in a De- I 


cree publiſhed by it, in a Congregation held be- "| 
tore the Pope in the Year 1659, it declared, That » | WW 
the deciding of Controverſies of Faith or Man- . | | 
ners of the Univerfal Church, belonged ONT to S | 
the Judgment of the See of Rome, not fearing ever S :- 
to be queſtioned for ſuch high Prerogative Doctrin | WT 
by any future General Council. - mo 

It is now time to bring an Infroduftion, that _ - B41 


has grown already perhaps too long, by reaſon of þ| +1 
the variety ot the Vatter that I thought fit tobring _. Bs 
Within it, tho as ſhort as I could, to a Conclulion. | | 

3ut before I end ir, I know it may be expected By 
that 1 ſhould give an Account of the Letters and ; | | 


Papers that I do now publiſh 1n a Tran 
re ey 
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So An Introduttory Diſcourſe 


They are all Originals, the Seals of moſt re. 
main ; the Subſcriptions and Directions ſhew ir, 
beyond the poſlibility of Contradiction. They 
are writ in Spaniſh, moſt of them fair enough to 
be read, tho ſome are very hard to be read. 
They were putin my Hands by that moſt Eminent 
Divine Dr. Stillngficet, now the moſt worthy Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter ; who upon my return from Por- 
tugal, finding that I had made my ſelf well ac- 
quainted with the Spaniſh Tongue, having ſtaied 


many Years there, delired me to be at the pains 


to tranſlate them. I ſoon found what a valuable 
Treaſure I had in my Hands, and therefore 
asked him by what Conveyance they came in- 
to his Hands. He told me they were commu- 
nicated to him by the Right Honourable Sir 
William Trumbull, one of his Majeſty's Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, to whom they had de- 
{cended among his Grandfather*s Papers, who 


had been Envoy in the Reign of King James the 


Firſt at Bruſſels for 15 Years, where he had got 
thoſe Letters. It is probable he had them from 
the Poſterity of ſome of Card. GranwvilPs Secreta- 
ries, to whom he had truſted the keeping of them, 
and with whom he had left them when he with- 


drew from the Nethcrlands. It ſeems he bought: 


Lanem from them, but under abſolute Engagements 


\ not to publiſh them during their Lives. He him- 


ſelf was a moſt zealous Proteſtant, which he has 
derived to all that have deſcended from him ; and 


he came into Enzland from his Foreign Employ-' 


ment, about the time that Father PauPs Hiſtory 
of the Council of Trent was firſt printed in Lon- 


don. That was the moſt proper time for publiſh- 
1nz theſe Letters, and muſt have eſtabliſhed the 


Credit of the Celebrated Hiſtory, beyond all At- 
rempts to CetraQt from it. There is n0 Memorial 
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left in his Family of the Reaſons why he did not 
then publiſh them : yet ſince I underſtand from 


one, on whom I can well depend, who has read 


the Regiſter of all his Letters during his Miniitry, 
that he was full of hearty Zeal for the Proteſtant 


Religion, which appears in every Letter, and in 


all the Advertiſements and Advices cifered by 


him, there muſt have been ſome very important 


Reaſon that reſtrained a Man ſo full of Zeal for 
that Cauſe, from publiſhing theſe Papers in the 
propereſt and fitreſt time in which ever they 
could have appeared. It may be ſuppoſed, that 


whoſoever gave them to that worthy Miniſter, 


took great care to have it concealed : For the put- 
ting ſuch things in the Hands of one whom the 
Court at Bruſſels eſteemed a Heretick, and which 
muſt have given ſuch a Wound to an Intereſt to 
which thoſe Princes were ſo much devoted, mult 
have paſt for an impardonable Crime ; and in a 
ſevere Government this muſt nave ruined thoſe 
who were ſuſpected of having done it. And lince 


It might have been poſlible to have traced back a 


thing that was but threeſcore Years palt, it might 
have been found out who could have had theſe 
Papers in their keeping, and by conlequence have 
given them to the Envoy of England. It is therc- 
fore reaſonable to believe, that whoſoever deliver- 
ed thoſe to him, had a Promiſe of ablolute Secre- 
cy during their Lives: And this ſeems to be the 
Reaſon why ſo zealous a Man uſed fo great a Re- 
ſerve in ſo important a Mztter. Since that tine 
the want of practice in Ca#ian has made them 
leG read; and there are ſo few of the meclianical 
People of this Nation who underſtand that Lan- 
guage, that | had no encouragement to print them 
in their Original Language. I neither could fall 
on one to copy them, nor hear of a Prin'er wh» 


cou'd. 
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82 An Tatroduftory Diſcourſe 


could compoſe, or a Corre&or of the Preſs to 


whom [I could truſt that piece of neceſſary Labour. | 


Therefore tho I know it is a prepolterous thing 
to publiſh a Tranilation before. the Originals 
themſelves are printed ; yet ſince a Spanlih Book 
could have no great vent in this Kingdom, and1 
could not contrive a way how to make the correct 
printing it practicable, I do now publiſh theſe, 
not doubting but they will be ſpeedily printed 
beyond Sea in their Original Language : for I 
have, according to the Order I received from 
that moſt Learned Prelat from whom I had them, 
returned them back to the Noble Owner of them, 
who will no doubt preſerve them with care, and 


ſhew them to ſuch curious Perſons as may delfire to 


ſee them; and who l hear is putting the publiſh- 
ing them, as well as the tranſlating them, into a- 
nother Language, into a very good Method, as 
well as unto good Hands ; which is ſutable to the 


great Zeal he expreſſes for the promoting of Learn- 


ing, in: which he is ſuch a Maſter, as well as a 
Patron, and to his Afﬀection to the Proteſtant Re- 


Inſtances. 


lgion, of which he has given ſo many eminent 
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The Contexts of Dr. 
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Ot his "0g and Note of the 77h 
of October I55I, 


HE Legat bebaves himſelf like a Man diſtra@cd , 
he threatens to leave Trent; accuſeth the hs 
peror of not being ſo good as hs Word ;, yields at laj} 
to the Suſpenſion of ſome DodFrines. The Pope and 
bis Miniſters abhor and dread nothing ſo much, as 
the coming of the Proteſtants to the Council . They ey 
ſeck to abuſe the World, by pretending toey would 
gladly have the Pr oteſtants come, when at the ſame 
time they are contriving all the Ways tocy can t9 
hinder them. The Embiſſadors of the Ki; 7 DE the 
Romans voted, that the Cit) in the Sacrament bee 
longed to the People by Divine Right. The C Se. 
nal of Trent voted, that it ou:ht to be allowed to 
the Germans. The Council enjoy's 0 manner of 
Liberty. An Anſwer 15 return to tine French 
King's Proteſtation. The Legat flopt the Emvay- 
ſadoir?s Mouth, when hs was 1: rain; 7 him to grve way 


- fo a Reformation ; with mention of a Leiter, where- 
in the Emperor had promiſed the Pope, before the 


Council met, that nothing fhorld be done in it, but 
what bus Hy! ineſs woul? ba: ic done, Vargas mter- 


i 2 zrets 


V argas's 
Letters tothe Biſhop of Arras, 
and other Papers. 
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prets the Promiſe ſo as to make it no Bar to the Em- 
peror*s endeavouring to. procure a Reformation. The 
Liberty the Pope takes 1s ſuch, that it could properly 
be called nothing, but a Sickneſs of the Mind, or a 
Fury. Ee Page 1,8. 


Of his Letter of the 12th of Ofober. 


A Seſſion bad been celebrated with great ſolemnity. 
The Anſmcr to the French Proteſtation, and the Pow- 
ers of the Envoys of the EleGor of Brandenburgh 
were read therem. The Article ſub utraque was 
ſuſpended, The Envoys of Brandenburgh made a 
pious and learned Speech, and ſubmitted themſelves 
to the Council. The Lepat endeavours to hinder the 
Proteſtants from coming to the Council, by refuſing 
them a ſafe CondutF., The Biſhops are never ac- 
quainted by the Legat with any thing, till it 15 ready 
to be. pronounced. Things are paſs'd hand over 
head. The Biſhops made the Pope's Tools to confirm 
hs Pretenſ/ions, in a Clauſe in the Anſwer to the 
French Proteſtation ;, and not being aware of it, con- 
demned all the French and Spaniſh Pragmaticks. 
:The Canons of Reformation were ſo trivial, that 

_ they deſerved to be laughed at. Vargas deſpairs of 
the CounciPs doing any Good to the Church. 11 


Of his Eetter of the 1 3th of October. 
The Legat ts continually ſtarting new Difficulties. 19 
Of his Letter of the 28th of Ofober. 


The Divines arc employ'd in Diſputing. The Prote- 
Stants are on their way to Trent. The Legat de- 
clares, that a Reformation was not foy the Council t9 
awell on , and that after the next Sefſion it ſhould 

medale 


The Contents.  b3o 


meddle with nothing of that nature. Things are 
handled ſo in the Council, that it 15 nat to be expect - 
ed that either Proteſtants or Roman Catyolicks ſhould 
be ſatisfy'd with any thing it does. Nothing 1s done 
but what the Pope orders ;, which is ſo viſible, that 
the Proteſtants cannot but be hardened by it, The 
Pope preſuming on the Emperor's Friendſhip, ads 
unaccountably in the Council, The Legat pumps a 
Memorial out of the Biſhops, and ſendeth it to 
Rome. Vargas much diſcontented to ſee things ſo 
carried. 10 


Of his Letter of the 1 2th of November. 


No hopes of any Reformation. The Biſhops are ac- 
quainted with nothing, nor know not what they vote 
for. The Council will produce nothiag but Scorn 
and Confuſion. The Pope and his Miniſters will 


let all go to wreck, rather than reform Abuſes. No 


good to be done at Trent without a Miracle : The 
Church will be thrown into a worſe Condition by the 


Council than ſhe was in before. The Proteſtants, 


if they come to the Council, will be hardned in thur 
Opinions, by what they will ſee done there, 25 


_ Of his Letter of the 26th of November. 


The Legat's Behaviour 1s aſtoniſhing 3, he preſumes on 
the Emperor's Friendſhip, and on his Mmiſters att- 
ing ſo timorouſly ;, he treats the Biſhops like ſo ma- 
ny Slaves. No leſs than a Miracle can do any 
good thing in the Council, Toe Emperor tires him- 
ſelf in vain in negotiating with the Pope and bis 
Miniſters. The Biſhops are diſpleaſed with the Le- 
gat's exorbitant Proceedings. wWothing to be ex- 
pected from the Council, but what nould prejudice 


the Church, and advance the Court of Rome. The 


f 3 Legat 
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6 The Contents. 
Legat endeavours by a Trick to ſettle the Bufmcſs 
of Benefices, in caſe they ſhall be lodged mm the 
- Biſhops. Cave muſt be taken that the Good of the 
People, and not only the Profit of the Biſhops may be 
conſidered in the collation of them. Vargas 15 a- 
gainſt having any thing bandled in the Counct|, 
where the T egat does what he will, and the Pope has 
any Intereſt, Nothing but Miſchief can be expetted 
from General Councils, while they are thus under 
Bondage. If ever the Church is reformed, it muſt 
be done by National Councils, The Legat to prevent 
the Churches being ever reformed, 15 for having it 
declared Vinlawful for National Councils to miecct 
withcut the Pope's Conſent, and Legats mm them. 
No hopes of any Remedy from the Council. The 
Pope in preat haſte to have the Council ſuſpended, 
A Copy of the Decrees of DoErine not to be had. 
\ The Decrees ſent to Rome before they were pubiiſh- 
ed, uton the Divines having contradicted ſome Doc- 


trines in them. Pag. 29 


Of his other IT <tter of the ſame date. 
The Dccrees of Dofrines nat ſettled till the Eve of the 
Sejhon, The Eifhops gave ther Pacers to them, 
—" a - F . » 
_ without under anding them, Toe Divines of Lo- 


come to be known, it muſt ruin the Autvority of t e 
Conncit for ever. The Pote and bis Ainiſters ce- 
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- beftor'd the Biſhop of Verdun, for calling the Re- 
formation they were about, a Pretended Reforma- 
tion. Tye Eledors much diſpleaſed with the Le- 
gat's Rehaviour. A ſad Complaint of the Pope 
and bus Miniſters, for handling things appertaining 

| to God as they do, and of no bodies baving the Cou- 
?age t9 oppoſe them, Nothing will be done at Trent, 
but the confirming of Abuſes inſtead of reforming 
them. The Legat”s whole ſtudy 15, to promote the 
Profits of the Court of Rome. Pag. 47 


Of his Letter 'and Note of the 28th 
of November 1551. 
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The Legat extreamly diſordered by the Divines having 
contradiefed ſome of the Dottrines that had been 
decreed , which was the Reaſon why no body could 
have a Copy of thoſe Decrees : he endeavours to ſa- 
tisfy the Divines. Vargas wiſhes the Confuj30n the 
Pope and his Miniſters are 1 on this occaſion, may 
open their Eyes : but does not exped it ſhould, becauſe 
nothing can do it but a Miracle. The Legat begins 
to wheedle the Divines ;, promiſes they ſhall be con- 
ſulted with for the future before any Dot&rines ſhall 
paſs ; he reports that Aﬀairs do not go well with the 
Emperor in Germany, and 18 glad of it. Upon en- 
quiry it ts found, that the Dottrines that had been 
decreed, were altered, as being erroneous, The E- 
IeFors are much ſcandalized at this. This Error, 
nor nothing elſe but a Airacle can convert the Pope 
and his Minifters. The EleGors of Mentz and 
Triers are affrighted by Stories the Legat buzzes in- 
to their Heads. 522 55 
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88 — The Contents. 
Of his Letter of the 7th of December. 


The Legat is ſtill ſtarting new Difficulties to hinder the 
Proteſtants coming to the Council ;, he denies to as- 
mit them, unleſs they will firſt ſubmit themſelves to 
the Council, Vargas contradidts bim therein, P.58 


Of his Letter of the 18th of December. 


bs EleQors of Mentz and Triers ſeem reſolved to 
leave the Council - The Legat ts glad of it, that he 
may bave a Pretence to ſuſpend the Council. 62 


Of his Letter of the 24th of December. 


Vargas ts ſurfeired with the Buſineſs of the Council. 
The Eledors will expe the Emperor's Anſwer before 
they leave Trent. He promiſes to write his Thoughts 


concerning the Suſpenſ;zon of the Council, by the 
next Opportunity. | _ 63 


Of his Letter of the 29th of December. 


The Council no ſooner mct,, than the Pope and his 1:- 
 nifters were contriving either to diſſolve or ſuſperd 
it; they were moſt for a Suſpenſion, for the following 
Reaſons : 1. That they might ſtill abuſe the World 
wi;h vain hopes of their intending to do ſomething. 
2. That they might gratify the French King, 3. Bc- 
cauſe they could throw the Blame thereof with more 
eaſe upon the Emperor, 4. Becauſe they ſhould thereby 
hinder the Proteſtants from coming, which they much 
areaged. Should the Proteſtants come to the Council, 
it will become infamous to all the World, if the Le- 
gat takes not other Courſes, 5. They boped that if 
the Council were but once ſuſpended, 1s would be hin- 
| \ os | dercd 
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dered by ſome Accident or other from ever meeting 


again. Laſtly, They feared that the Council, if 


there ſhould happen a Vacancy in the Roman See 
whilſt it was ſitting, would intereſt it ſelf in the 
: EleGion of the Pope. Vargas gives ſeveral Argu- 
-* ments againſt both the, Suſpenſion and Diſſolution of 
the Council, provided it may not be ſuffered to cano- 
nize Abuſes. No Reformation 15 to be expe&ed 
from a General Council, nor by any other ways but 


by a Miracle, or by making a Schiſm. No hopes of 


the CounciPs taking new Meaſures. Pag. 65 


Of his Letter of the 1/ of Jannary 1552. 


The EleFors ſeem ſtill reſolved to go Home ;, the Legat 
ts glad of it. Nothing talk'd of but the Suſpenſion 
of the Council. T7 


Of his Letter of the 2d of January. 


The Biſhop of Venoſa is recommended to a Biſhoprick 
in Spain. His boneſt CharaGer, 35 os 


Of his Letter of the 92h of January. 


The Embaſſador ſolicits the Legat for a ſaſe Conduit 
for th? Proteſtants. The Legat ſends the Emperor's 


Memorial to Rome. Nothing done 17 the Council 


but by the Pope*s Order. The Legat's Heart much 
- ſet on ſuſpending the Council ;, and labours to ſhut a 


Door for ever againſt Reformation. SO . 


Of his Letter of the 10th of January. 


Dake Maurice's Embaſſadors ſpake with great free- 
dom. The Legat is angry with the ſafe Condud 
© that was offered by Vargas 3 be will die ſooner than 
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give way to any Reformation. -. The Pope and hi; 
Miniſters dread the coming of the Proteſtants, and 
wiſh the Diſturbances in Germany may be increaſed, 
The Legat pretends that the Emperoy 1s content t1 


have the Proviſton to Benefices ſettled, as he would 


have it done ;, which 1s falſe, Vargas would have 


the Church rather endure its preſent Grievances pa-- 


rriently, than by ſeeking to have them rcareſſed i; 
the Conncil, to (hut a Door for ever againſt Refor- 
mation. The Legat ſtill keeps the Biſhops in [g10- 
rance, who are arquainted with nothing till it 15 rea- 


dy to be decreed, Pag. d3 


Of is Letter of the x 34h of January, 


The Legat does all he can to ſead away the Proteſtasts 


that are at Trent, and to hinder the reſt from coming : 
He will not ſuffer the Council to make uſe of its on! 
Seal but when be pleaſes ; his keeping the Seal of the 


Council is nt to be endured - He ts zealous for car- 


rying ſome pernicious Clauſes he bad foiſted into th: 
Dottrine of Order, and ts for lodging all Benefices 
131 the Pope. 86 


Ot Ins Letter of the 19th of Janrary. 


The Legat ts obſtinatcly reſolved to avoid having any 


Congreſs with the Proteſt ants : He Iahours to divert 
it, by either raiſing ſome Diſturbance in the Coun- 
cl, vor by fulpendieg it. Vargas knowing the Le- 
$4 wo:t1d throw the Blame of all his own 7Mifcar- 
r1ages upon the Emperor, deſires he may be defeated, 
by baving publick taſtruraents taken of what ſha! 
pappen of that kind, The Legat bad foiſted ſeve- 
rat pernicious Clauſes into the Do@rine of Order, 
which were firſt obſerved by Vargas. The Legat 
ws driving at things which" would make all tic 
[9:1 
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IVorld tremble, and bimſelf too, were he not given 
over to a reprobate Senſe. | 


Of his Letter of the 20th of January. 


The Legat declares he will treat no more of a Refor- 
mation : He 1s for having the ſuſpended Dodrines 


determined, or {which will be much the ſame ) 7C- 


ſolved into Canons : He Iabours to get all the Pope's 
Inſtead of remedying, he. 
ſeeks to ruin things ;, he had added a Clauſe that de- 
termined the Pope ſuperiour to a Conncil, and ano- 


Pretentions eſtabliſhed - 


ther that made Biſtops derive their Authority 5 1me- 
diately from the Pope, and not from Chriſt - He 
call the Biſhop of Oren, Heretick, only for ſay- 
ing he was doubtful of thoſe Points. Theſe Defygns 
of the Legat's firſt diſcovered by Vargas, the Biſhop 
of Cologn declares, that the Legat would deſtroy 

the Papacy by ſceking to advance it by ſuch means. 

Several of the Deputies being ſenſible that the Coun- 
cil enjoy'd no Liberty, feewPd reſulved not to go any 
more to the Congregations. I 00 


Of tus Letter of the 2 5th of January. 


Tie Legat at laſt grants a ſafe CondudF, but not the 


ſame with that of Baſil. The Enyoys 0 of Wittem - 


burgh preſent therr Powers, with a Confeſſon of 


their Faith, and ſeveral Heads of Reformation. Tre 
Legat put mro a Rage thereby. Nothing done at 
Trent bat what the Pope Sls The Legat bettors 


the Biſhops that have the courage to contradit him 


in any thing : He called the Biſhop of Oren, an 
Heretick. The Council muſt end 71 in a Tr agedy. The 
Leoat Ds ill D:/1ons. 90 
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92 The Contents. 
Of his Letter of the 28th of January, 


Vargas acquaints the Biſhop of Arras with bis coming 
to Court in a day or two, to give the Emperor a full 
mformation of things. Pag. 108 


Of his Letter of the 26th of February, 


Vargas returns from Inſpurg to Trent. The Em- 


baſſadors are ſatisfy*d with the Diſpatch he brought, 


He makes the Prelats ſenſable of the Biſhop of Ar- 


ras*s Kindneſs to them. The Cardinal of Trent 
m a great paſſion, but ſoftned by Vargas. The Bi- 
| ſhop of Ampudia commended. The Legat is jea- 
lous of Vargas. 10g 


Of his other Letter of the ſame date. 


The Legat gives out that the Emperor was for baving 
the Council ſuſpended, which was falſe ; he is cloſe 
plied by Vargas; be oppoſes a Reformation, and 

'* pretends the Italian Biſhops will not be perſwaded to 

 ftay at Trent mucb longer. 112 


Of his Letter of the 28h of February. 


Tbe Spaniſh Biſhops begin to mutiny, and ſend Depu- 
ties to the Embaſſador, to complain of the Legat's 
not acquainting them with any Buſineſs, and of the 


| CounciÞs enjoying no Liberty. The Deputies are 


bindred by the Embaſſador and Vargas from. going 
tothe Legat, for fear of raiſing a Storm, who was 


bimſelf at the bottom of this Mutiny, The Pope is 


angry with Vargas for what be had ſaid and done at 
Irent, who values not his diſpleaſure. 117 
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The Contents. 9} 
Of his Letter of the laſt of February. 


The Legat gets ſome of the Prelats over to his fide, 
and endeavours to diſſolve the Council. The Spaniſb 
Prelats continue their Funtos, and are for a Refor- 
mation. The Legat was never without Powers to 
ſuſpend the Council. The Pope and bis Miniſters are 
apprehen/zve the Spaniards wilt join with the Prote- 

' ftants to procure a Reformation. Pag. 121 


—_————— 


— 


 DireQtions concerning the Government of a 


..Council, and the Office of an Embaſſador. 
e preſent Council differed from the Antient General 

| Councils almoſt in every thing ;, which were all cal- 
led by the Emperors, and enjoy'd an entire Liberty, 
| having all the Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlative Power lodged 
in them; the Pope had. only an bonorary Preſidency 
in them, his Preſence at them being not judged nc- 
ceſſary. The very Being of a General Council con- 
fſitts in enjoying an entire Liberty. General Coun- 
cils are upon expiring, if not already expired. No 
Footſteps of any of the Eſſentials of a General Coun- 
cil appeared in that of Trent, eſpecially not thoſe of 

- Liberty and Authority : Nothing could be pro- 
poſed in it but by the Legat ;, nothing was. done 1m it 
but what was ordered at Rome ; the Pope's Pen/10- 
naries themſelves could not deny but the Council was 
in Bondage. The Legat would bave the Trent 
Synod governed after the Pattern of the Lateran 
under Leo the roth, and would not ſuffer it to bave 
the Title of Eccleſiam Univerſalem reprzſentans, 
but inſtead thereof had added Proponentibus Lega- 


tis, which was a new thing ; he added likewiſe ” 
| the 
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94 The Contents. 

the Canons the words, Salva ſemper in omniby; 
Sedis Apoltolice Autaritate. 

The Legat, out of an ill Deſign, eres three Claſſes ty 
 qnees in different Places at the ſame time, , and 
makes the Biſhops vote ſo as 1s moſt for his Purpoſe 
He. votes himſclf very irregularly ; he beGors and 
expoſes the Biſhops that vote not as be wauld bave 
them. Vargas wonders with what Face or Con- 
ſcience the Legat could uſe the words, Dicant Pa- 
- tres libere. Matters of Dottrine were determined 
without a due diſcuſſion. Diego de Mendoza, the 

Emperor's Embaſjador, upon the DotFrine of Juſt1- 

fication having been publiſhed in a burry, deſires the | 

Lezats to conſult ſome of the moſt famous Univer- | 

ſottes about Dodrines before they determined them © 

mic the Legats would not conſent to. He alſo 
complamed that the Council enjoy*d no Liberty, aud 
threatned the Legats with more German and Sj4- 
nin Biſhaps. The Legats, after the Decrees con- 
cerning Original Sin bad paſſed, read the Pope's 
Brief to confirm them, Nothing done in-the Coun- 
cil, but what was ordered at Rome. The Legats 
having pump'd the Biſhops, diſpatched their Pretcn-. 
 frons to Rome. They ſeek to confirm Abuſes in- 
ſread of reforming them. The World would have | 
reaſon to thank the Legats, if they did not do al! | 
poſſible Miſchief to the Church, (ince they did what | 
they would at Trent. \ They were always ſure of 
the major Vote, by reaſon of their great number 
of Pcnſzonarics. All the Officers of the Caunctt | 
were tae Pope's Creatures, and bad been named ty | 
om. Vargas fears the Trent Council will. in- Þ| 
ſtead of dung any Geod, do a great deai of Miſ- | 
coef, and thinks it would be-better to wait God's | 

lerſure for reforming the Church, than to have 9 

Council meet 5, which, as the Pope bad ordered things, | 

were abie' to do 20thing towards it, The Treat | 

Council }F 
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Gooncil had.no efjec, but to martify Roman Ca- 


tholicks, and to make ſport for Proteſtants, and to 
deſtroy the Authority of all future General Countils. 
Julius's Deſagn in ſending but one. Legat and two 
Preſadents to Trent, was to make his Auger ty the 
more Monarchical. 


The Emperor 15 bound, as the Prote@&or of the Church, 


to ſee that the Council enjoy ans entire Liberty - His 
 Embaſſadors at the Council are to ſee that the Bi- 
ſhops do not vote raſbly, and that there be but one 
Claſſis. The Embaſſadors muſt be preſent at all the 


Aſſemblies. It is well if among. s bunared Biſhops, 


there are twenty that underſtand any thing of Divi- 
nity. The moſt famous Vniver/oties ought to be 
conſulted about Do@rines that are to be aerermined. 
Fotes ought to be werghed rather than numbred. ' The 
Embaſſadors muſt not ſuffer Do@rines which are 
przter Fidem, to be determined. + The Counc:! 


- being wholly at Rome, and only the. execution 


of it at Trent, the Emperor's Embaſjadors at 


. thoſe two Places muſt bold a conſtant Correſpondence. 


Since the Pope's Legats have always a Brief in their 
Pockets to ſuſpend or tranſlate the Counctl, =roxia 
ever they ſhall judg it convenient, the E mbaſſadors 


ought likewiſe to have their Inſirufjons what to do 111 


ſuch a caſe, _ Pag. FD, 149 


Malvenda's Letters to the Biſhop 
of Arras. 


His Letter of the 12%hof Ofober 1557. 


7 he Legat precipitates Matters ſtrangely ;, be puts off 


lives - Diſeu ou of - the Do@Frines to the aft Day, nv 
cbere 
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96 Tlie Contents. 
there may be no time for treating about Reformna- 
tion ; be is abſolute in the Council, Whatever the 
Pope would bave done at Trent relating to Refor- 
mation, muſt be ſignify'd to others beſides the Le- 
gat. It is convenient, for the Honour of the Coun- 
cil, that the Legat ſhould not receive bis Orders ſo 
publickly from Rome. The Legat dreads the com- 
ing of the Proteſtants. Pag. 157 


His Letter of the 8th of November. 
Some Account of the Biſhops aſſembling, &c. 164 


His Letter of the 224 of November. 


He fears the Council will do more Harm than Good. 
The Divines are not conſulted. Nothing of Majeſty 
in the Decrees of the Council. A high Charader of 
Vargas. He 15 unwilling to believe that the Legat 
bas Orders from Rome to do ſuch ſhameful things. 

- 200 
His Letter of the 19th of December. 


The EleGors of Triers and Ment: ſeem reſolved to 


leave the Council; 16g 


His Letter of the 16th of January 1552. 


The Envoys of Wittemburgh and Strasburgh ought 
' to be gratified. The Lepat ſtarts Difficulties in eve- 


ry thing. Don Franciſco commended for careſſing 
the Envoys of Duke Maurice. 179 


His Letter of the 27h of January. 
Several great Points of Reformation had been opoſed 
by the Envoys of Wittemburgh, +: The Biſhops not 


being 
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being allowed to propoſe any thing of that nature, 
_" to have leave to ſpeak to all thoſe Heads par- 
ticularly. The Legat bad foiſted Clauſes into the. 
Dottrine of Order, which would make the Pope ſu- 
perior to a General Council. . i Pag172 


His Letter of the 26th of February. 


The- Diſpatch that was brought by Vargas was extream- 
ly well ordered. The Legat will do all be can to de- 
feat it : He expects the Pope's Anſwer. It is mad- 
neſs to think that there can be any Alteration made 

; at Trent, in the Reſolutions which come from Rome. 
2 He wiſhes the Pope's Miniſters a better Mind than 
” _ they bad bitherto diſcovered. | 178 
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The Legat puts off all Buſzneſs to the Eve of the Seſ= ''F 
fron. A bigh CharaGer of the Fiſcal Vargas. The wy |! 
Drivines ſpeak according to their Sentority. 180 | || 


His Letter of the 20th of December. 


The Biſhop of Arras ts 10. ſtr anger to the Legat's Me- 

- ' "thads. The EleGors are diſſatisfied with themſelves 
| for having come to Trent, and are in baſte to leave Wo |; 
it. The Pope will 10t be. ſorry for their going home. _ 


183 
His. Letter of the 7th of February. 


The Biſhop of Vienna dies at Trent. The Lepat 5 | | if 
. much doſed The Cauſe of his Itneſs, was the i Þ 
g News 
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' News he had from Rome of the Pope's making uſe 
of ſome of the new Cardinals. | Pap. 184 


—— 


L — 


' The Biſhop of Oren's Letters to the 


_  - Biſhop of Arras. 
His Letter of the 12th of Offober 1 551. 


The Embaſſadors of the King of the Romans woted, 


that the People had a Divine Right to the Cup in 
the Sacrament. No Zeal for a Keformation in the 
Pope's Miniſters. They had told the Prelats that 
they muſt be content with what they ſhould be pleaſed 
to allow them, and not ask for more. Such as touch 
upon a Reformation, are heard with a wvery ill 
Grace, $0 186 


His Letter of November 28. and :Memorial. 


The Matter of Benefices turwd to a Reformation. The 


Legat was for eſtabliſhing Commendas ; be abuſes 
the Biſhop of Verdun for ſtiling the Reformation 
they were about, a pretended one, and will not ſuf- 
fer him to ſpeak for himſelf. The EleGor of Co- 
logn i5 much ſcandalized thereat : He asks Oren 


_ thereupon, whether he thought the Council enjoy'd any 


Freedom ? The ſame Elettor complained afterwards 
of the Council's enjoying ſo little Liberty, and of 
nothing being done towards a Reformation ; and of 
the Divines being ſo much ſlighted. Oren fears 


there may be ſome Diſturbance in the Council, if 


the Legar does not change his Methods. - Nothing 
done for the Benefit of the People. The Biſhops will 


be blamed. for not baving reformed things, and fot 


baving done nothing for the People, tho it be nonc 


of 
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of their fault ; and will bave reaſon to fear they may 
Le ſtoned when they return bome. Pag. 189, 191 


His Letter of the 2074 of January 1552. 


He juſtifies himſelf againſt his Majeſty's Letter, which 
blamw®d bim for his abſence from the Council. The 
Embaſſador charg*d with being the Cauſe of it, 
whoſe Leave be had for being abſent. He com- 
plains of the Biſhop of Arras, for having conſented 
to his being affronted. The Embaſſador is uncivil 
to the Prelats. 234 


His Letter of the 24th of January. 


The Embaſſadors of Maurice and Wittemburg pro- 
poſed ſeveral good Heads of Reformation. The Bi- 
ſhop of Oren 1s for anſwering particularly to 
fo Cs 199 


The Archbiſhop of Sazer's Letter of the 2d of 


December 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


He ts willing to ſerve God and bus Majeſty in the Coun- 


cil, but tho he takes a great deal of Pains, 15 able to 


do nothing towards it, 197. 


ſt — 


The Biſhop of 4ſtorga's Letter of the 26h of 
November 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


A Seſſron was held, wherein ſeveral Decrecs were pa/- 
_ fed agamſt ſome new Errors. Other Decrees re- 
lating to Reformation were pronounced. Decrees a- 
gainſt Hereſtes will ſignify little, if the Abuſes occa- 
froning them be not redreft. 198 
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The Biſhop of Pamplona's Letters to 
the Biſhop of Arras. 


His Letter of the 29th of January 1552. 


He deſires the Biſhop of Arras's Favour, to be ex- 


empted from the Subſidy granted by the Pope to the 
King of Spain; and why. Alſo concerning his 
. paying 400 Ducats for keeping a Penſtron. Pag.200 


His Letter of the 20th of February. 


He mrites about a Dignity in the Church of Pam- 
plona, that ought to be conferr'd only upon a Ca- 
non. He 15 inform'd that it 1s to be ſold-at Rome 
to him that will give moſt ;, but deſtres his Majeſty 
and the Biſhop to prevent it. He deſires to be 
made Captain of a Band of Penſ1oners, in order to 
diſcharge the Subſzdy. He thanks bim for ſeveral 
Favours. | 202 


His Letter of the 27th of Febrnary. 


He deſires the Biſhop to write on his behalf to the Legat, 
to. prevent bis being wrong'd, which in the time of a 

Counci! would be a Deformation rather than a Re- 
formation. The Pope bas no right to diſpoſe of 
Preferments im Navarre. He deſires 'the Biſhop's 
Favour againſt the French Licentiate, who abuſes 
the Royal Authority. Vargas brought word of his 
Majeſty's being againſt proroguing the Council. 206 


| Mr. 


_ The Contents. 
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a 


Mr. Laznſſac's Letter of the 7th of June 1562, 


to the Queen Mother. 


The Pope promiſed t9 leave every thing to the Council, 


but 1s not ſo good as bis word, nothing done m it 
but by his Order - His Penſtoners and Officers make a 


great Majority in the Council, who are reſolved ne-. 
ver to yield to any Reformation. The Articles of 


Reformation deferrd, and why, Pag.208.210 


"i O_—_— TT — 


Dr. Xazzntes's Letter of the 15th of June 1563, 


to Dr. D*'Eſpence, 


It is enough to kill an honeſt Man, to ſee what Courſes 


are taken in the Council to hinder a Reformation. 
The French are laughs at by the Pope's Creatures in 


* the Council for their Sincerity. The Spaniſh Pre- 


lats are zealous to have it declared, that Bifhops 
derive their Authority immediately from Chriſt - 
The Papalins will not endure ſuch a Declaration. 
A Paſſage of Juſtinian with relation to the Coun- 
cil. 210 


"IT 


—— 


The Bp of Arras's Letters to Dr. Vargas, 


His firſt Letter. 


He commends the DolFor's prudent Condu@F, and 
thanks him for the Light be helps him to as to ile 
 Aﬀairs of the Council : He defares their Correſpon- 


g 3 dence 


. +, or OE TIL IE Aus - by gs _— 
wud 4 _ 
EURE E322 EETIEIRE. AAEITIBCAB TT > IG I24P - Fog & 4s lar. ont whing, Gio bone adit y $43.8 Kees 4 Toe avs Mea es4 s 
LE ORE IR Wy >”, & = PS 3K > 5 k \ Fa LAT FR ER tang DEE d #7 oth $3 


LAW ties 


Ka. = ws - —_— ” bay . 4; Pt rs DIO "Oats 0wh Ws 0* ape 
ee EE Ee ee Es TE dE I nee ny 


CONS oi WAA eye oor A See oo | Rent rt Pe ag 4 _ 
js - foot Wh ee $4 gn 


a6 1s HOI LG RT IE OTTER 7 


102 The: Contents. 
dence may be ſo managed, as not to give Offence to 


the Embaſſadors. 


His ſecond Letter. 


He magnifies the Dofor's Abilities and Service, and 
promiſeth to return an Anſwer to all the Points men-. 
tioned in the DoFor s Letters. 213 


His 3d Letter of the 19th of January. 


He commends the DoQor*s great Vigilance; be thanks 
him for the true and exat# Information he gave 
him of .5ffairs, and promiſeth to ſerve him with 
the Emperor. bid, 


His 4th Letter of the 9th of Novemb. 1551. 


He excuſes bis not ſending Anſwers ſometimes. The 
Legat buddles things ſtrangely, His Comfort, 
when things g0 ill, 15, that all 1s in the Hands of 
God. . He blames the Proteſtants. He ſolicits the 
Pope's Nuncio and Legat to yield to ſome neceſſary 
things. Their Correſpondence is carried on pri- 


 wately, He would have all Worthy Mcn con/i- 


dered for their Service. 214 


His 5th Letter of the 5th of March 1552. 


He aeſpairs of the Proteſtants going to the Council. 
The Papiſts being ſenſible that the Pope and his Mi- 
niſters would never yield to any thing of a Refor- 
mation, are as mucb as the Proteſtants, for having 
the Council ſuſpended. It is to no purpoſe for the 
Emperor to embroil himſelf with the Pope, by urg- 
ing bim to give way to a Reformation, ſance . 10 
Fruit can be expeFed from ſuch Endeavours. The 


Pope, 
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Pope, if urged to that, will either ſuſpend or tran- 
flate the Council, to the great prejudice of the Au- 
thority of ſuch Aſſemblies. His Majeſty will write 
to bis Embaſſadors concerning the Germans Preten- 
frons. He recommenas Secrecy as to all things relat- 
ing to the Council, Pag.218 


His ſixth Letter. 


He promiſes to return an Anſwer to all the Doftor's 
| Letters, and to do him all the Service he 15 able. 
220 


His firſt Letter to Dr. Malvenda, of the 16th 
of February 1552. | 


He magnifies Vargas as an extraordinary Miniſter, by 
whom he underſtood the Merits of Malvenda, and 
the Biſhop of Caſtellamar. The Spaniſh Prelats 
are without a Phyſician. 0 


His ſecond Letter. 


He complains of the Obſtinacy of the Popes Miniſters, 
and of the Legats precipitating things ſo, that it 
was not poſſible they could be duly diſcuſſed. He was 
glad to bear that he bad ſ1gnalized bimſelf. The 
ſafe Condudt very defediive. 222 


His firſt Letter to the Biſhop of Ore, of 
the 1/7 of February 1552. 


Hu Majeſty vs very much vex*d at the Abſence of 
ſome Biſhops from the Council. His Embaſſadov 
uncivil to the Prelats, He commends the Biſhop of 
Oren for his Zeal in Buſneſs. " 226 


His 
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104 The Contents. 
| His fecond Letter of the 9th of 
November 1551. 
He complains of thcir being forc'd in many things ts 
comply with the Pope's Miniſters ;, and that to deſire 


a Reformation of the Abuſes of the Court of Rome, 
was to knock all Buſineſs on the head at once.Pag.228 


His third Letter. 
Tho he uſes all diligence in what is for the Service of 


God, yet the Iniquity of the Times is ſo great, that 
what 1s conventent cannot be done. 230 


His Letter to the Biſhop of Pamplona. 


He promiſes to anſwer hs Deſzres concerning ſeveral 
Afﬀairs, with all good will. TY 


His Letter to the Archbiſhop of Sazer. 


He praiſes bim for his Diligence in the Afﬀairs of the 
Council, and wiſhes him a ſutable Reward, 232 


His Letter to Dox Franciſco de Toleds, of the 
6th of March 1552. 


He remits himſelf to a Letter be had writ before, and 
wiſhes bim all Happineſs. 233 


Traftatue 
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Trattatus a Dottore Varga conſcriptns contra 
hanc Clauſulam pernicioſam a Legato in Doc- 
trinam Ordinis intruſam, editus & Manu- 


ſeripto ; 1cil. 
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Nam ut illa ſub uno ſupremo reQore varios & di- 
_ venſos miniſtrantium:continet ordines, ita viſi- 
bilis Chriſti Eccleſia ſummuny, ipſiug vicarium, 

- pro unico 6 ſupremo capite in tetris habet, cu- 
jus diſpenſatione. ſic reliquis: omnibus: membris 
officia diſtribuuntur, ut ſuis quzque 1n ordini- 
bus & ſtationibus collocata munera ſua, in totius 
Eccleſiz utilitatem, cum maxima pace & unio- 


ne, exequantur. Pag. 237 


Trattatus alter ejuſdem Varge contra eandem 
Clauſulam, editus e fg refer 242 


( 106 ) 
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The following Letters are all addreſſed 


thus : 


To the moſt Illuſtrious and Re- 
 werend Lord, the Biſhop of 
Arras, of bs Majeſty s 
Council of State. 


The Ceſarean Court. 


The Names of the Perſons mentioned 
im the followms Letters. 


HE Pope Jul:us the Third. 
The Emperor Charles the Fifth. 
The French King Henry the Second. 
The King of the Romans, Ferdinand Brother to 
the Emperor. 
The King of Bohemia, Maximilian the Son of 
Ferdinand. 
The Biſhop of Arras, Antonius Perenottus, who was 
afterwards Cardinal Granwil. 
The Legat, Marcellus Creſcentius, a Cardinal. 
The Preſidents, Sebaſtianus Pighinus Archbiſhop of 
Siponto, and Aloyſius Lypomanus Biſhop of Ve- 


rona. 
The 


Perſons mention'd in the Letters. 107 


The Cardinal of Trent, Ludovicus Madruciu : - the 
Cardinal of Faen, Petrus Paciecus. 

The Emperor's Embaſladors, the Count of 266 
fort for Germany, Don Franciſco de Toledo for 
Spain, and Gulielmus a PidFavia for Flanders. 

The EleQor of Mentz, Sebeſtianus ab Hauſenſtain ;, 
the Elector of Triers, the Count Eyſemburg ; 
the Eleftor of Cologn, Adolphus de Schawem- 
bur 

_ The Kcing of the Romans Embaſſadors, Fredricus 
Naſau Biſhop of Yienna, and Paul de Gregoriants 
Biſhop of Agram. 

The Envoys of Duke Maurice, Melfius Colerus, and 
Leonardus Badehornus. 

The Envoys of the Duke of Writtenburgh, Fohannes 
Pleniagorus, and Fohannes Eclin. | 

The Envoys of Strasburgh, Fobannes Sleidan, &c. 

The Archbiſhop of Sazer, Salvator Alexius ; the 
Biſhop of Pamplona, Alvarez Moſcoſo ; the Bi- 
ſhop of Guadix, Martinus Ayala ; the Archbi- 
ſhop of Granada, Petrus Guerrero ;, the Biſhop of 
Venoſa, Alvarez a Quadra; Biſhop Jubin, John 
Fubin a Franciſcan Friar ; the Biſhop of Verdun, 
Nicolaus Pſalme. 

The Dutch Divines, Fobannes Groperus, Ruardus 

Tapperus, pot 1s Pelargus, &c. 
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Ape 14, line 7, read there 5s. P, 16. 1. ult. dele together. 

" P. 37. 1. 5. pur comma atter it, P. 38. I. 25. r. puniſhed 
by. P. 42. 1. 4. no new Paragraph. P. 57. I. 17. dele comma 
atter Divines, P. 64. I. 19. r. Inconveniences, FromP. 127, to 
1.47. over all the odd Pages, tor Ofice of an Embaſſador, r. Go- 
vernment of a Council, P. 135. 1, 14. pur ; atter expiring. 
P. 147. 1; 24. pur a Period after Councils. ' P. 152. 1. 23, dele 
that, P. 154. 1. 31. put-comma after pleaſeth, P. 178. 1. 26. 
r. Sh??p. P. 181, |. antepen. tor if r. of. P. 157. Run. Tir. r. 


Letter. Pe 205. ar bottom, r. There follows. P. 211, 1, antepen. 


r; cepcrat. P.219. 1. 27. purthe comma atter which, P. 237- 
2. intruſam, editis. Ve.239, 1. 19. put ; after dejiructio- 
nem. P. 242, 1.8. r.quiſquam in. P., 245. 1.16, r, provincis, 


EPljoIPas, 


NB. Dr: Vargas's Letter beginning P. go. ſhould haye been 
pat 1n betore P, 108. And the Bp of Oren's Letter at P. 234+ 
ſhould have been plac'd atter P. 194. 
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forty Days, and the Second - the 25th of Fanua- 


FE) 


THE 


Council of TRENT 


Plainly diſcover'd 
Not to have been a Free Afembly. 


ne 
i a 


Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 7th of Octo- 
| ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Write this, knowing how deſirous your Lord- 
[| ſhip is to be acquainted with all that is done 
here, and that I may have the lefs to write 
hereafter. | 
Having receiv'd his Majeſty's and your Lordſhip's 
Diſpatches , which, coming thorough your Lord- 
fhip's hands, were as full and well order'd as we 
could have wiſhed them, I went immediately to 
ſpeak with theLegate. The Concluſion we came to, 
and which was paſs'd yeſterday in the General Con- 
gregation (for ſach I ſuppoſe it will be pronounced 
to have been at the Seſſion) was, that the Article, 
fub utragque, with all its dependencies, ſhould be 
ſuſpended until the' ſecond Sefſjon after this that is 
now to be celebrated; the Firſt being to be held after 
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ry; neither was it an eaſie thing for to obtain thoſe 
few Days. It would ask much time, to relate all 
that has paſg'd in this Affair, and the difficulties 
that were ſtarted about it. The Legate was like a 
diſtraſted man, and being tranſported beyond all 


the bounds of negotiating, among other things he 
threatned to be gone immediately, not being able to 


endure to ſee the Council thus affronted, by ha- 
ving matters, after they were handled, and ready to 
be determined, ſuſpended thus. He told us farther, 


that this was done for no other end but to delay 


buſineſs, for that otherwiſe, the Council ought to 
have been adviſed thereof before it had proceeded 
ſo far ; concluding, that this did not at all agree with 
what his Majeſty had writ, before he came to Trent, 
with a great deal more ſuch ſtuff; to all which, tho' 
I returned him fatisfatory anſwers, which I need 
not repeat here, there was no reducing him to 
Reaſon, | 
This Diſpute having laſted three Days, the Le- 
gate condeſcended at laſt to what is above-mention- 
ed, and tho' we ſtruggled hard not to have had the 
term fixed, but to have had that left to the Coun- 
cil, we were not able to obtain that of him. In 
tine, that we might not come to an open rupture 
with him, which we were very near doing, we were 
torc'd to accept of what is granted, hoping that it 
may be ſufficient time for the Proteſtants to come in, 
and for his Majeſty, if he ſhould judge it conveni- 
ent, for. to treat with the Pope, either to prolong 
it, or to give fome orders about it. T 
Not doubting of the Legate's having us'd very 
brutal methods, that being a thing he knows full well 
how to do, whenever he judgeth it to be neceflary ,I 


was always of the mind that we ought to ſtand our 


ground, to ſte whether he would offer any thing 
that 


the Council of Trent. 1 


that was to the purpoſe ; but perceiving, that this 
matter went to his very Soul, and fearing leſt we 
might theteby hazard the whole buſineſs, we were 
glad to agree to what is done, which I take not to 
be much amiſs, | | 

Don Franciſco, who takes a great deal of pains, 
managed this Aﬀair with his cuſtomary Prudence; 
the granting of a ſafe Conduct is likewiſe agreed to, 
notwithſtanding there were ſeveral that oppos'd it ; 
nevertheleſs, fearing what might happen, it was 
thought convenient that Don Fraxciſco, ſhould ſpeak 
to all our Prelates, before the General Congregati- 
on met yeſterday : We ſhall do all we can to have it 
diſpatch'd according to his Majeſty's Directions, as 
it 18 fit it ſhould. | 

Your Lordſhip may be ſatisfy*d of what I know 
to be true, and have writ formerly, which is, that 
there is nothing in the World the Pope and his 
Miniſters abhor and dread ſo much, as the coming 
of the Proteſtants to the Council ; for we can plain- 
ly perceive that they are not themſelves, nor in a 


_ condition to treat about any Buſineſs, when they 


are brought to touch on that Point. This is the 


_ true reaſon of their making fo much haſte, and of 


their having been ſo unwilling to grant what is above- 
mentioned, being in continual dread leaft ſomething 
ſhould rife from under their Feet to diſturb them, 
and of Peoples coming hither, who may, to their 
great mortification, deliver their Minds freely a- 
gainſt Abuſes, and ſome other things, 

 Sothatintruth it is their whole buſineſs to abuſe 
the World, by pretending that they do hope, and wiſh 
that the Proteſtants would come, when at the ſarme 
timethey are contriving all the ways they can think of 
to ſhut the Door againſt them : This, ſo far as I can 


underſtand,was the reaſon likewiſe of precipitating the 
B 2 Doftr ins 
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Dotirine of Fuſtification, as they did: and whereas 
they cannot tell but that the Proteſtants may come 
hither, ſo were they but certain, that they would 
never come, I cannot tell what they might do. 

As to your Lordſhip's wondring at the Electors 
not having obſerv'd this, and at their having ſuf- 
fer'd things to go ſo far; to ſpeak the truth, it is 
what I have likewiſe wonder'd at, and the more, 
ſince 1 was told, that the Embaſſadours of the King 
of the Romans had voted the Communicating under 
both Species to be of Divine Right, and that the _ 
Cardinal of Trent gave a great many Reaſons, why 
the Germans ought to be diſpenſed with therein : 
As to the Eleftor of Mentz, to whom he of Trzers 
15 intirely refign'd, he was of another mind, having 
declared that it would be no advantage to grant 
that to them, for which he is highly extolFd by the 
Pope's Miniſters and others, as he of Trent 1s 
ſtrangely run down for what he ſaid, by ſeveral Re- 
ports they have ſpread abroad of him. 

For among the other Non- Liberties of this Coun- 
ci], this is one, That whoever offers any thing that 

- 1s not grateful to the Legate, or that does not ſuit 
_ exaAly with ſome People's Prepofleſſions, he is re- 
ported to have ſpoke ill, and to think worſe, and 
to have taken what he ſaid out of 1 do not know 
whom. And thus moſt things are handled here with 
great prejudices. AMentz follows the Legate in every 
thing almoſt which is much for his honour, and 
tor Triers he votes always as Mentz does. 

As to my ſelf, I can fay it, that before I knew 
any thing of the Proteſtants being to come hither, I 
was ſtill of the Opinion, that at leaſt the two Articles 
of the Communion, and the Marriage of the Cler- 
gy ought to be deferr*d; as your Lordthip may ſee 
in the laſt Letter I wrote to you in haſte of the 4d 

Inſtant; 
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Inſtant; could I but have timely notice of things, I 
ſhould be able to do your Lordſhip more ſervice, 
for which, till that is done, I muſt be excus'd ; 
But as I have declared that to be my Opinion, fo I 
do remember, that having once ſpoke thereof to the 
Biſhop of Yerdun at a Congregation, the ſaid Pre- 
late approy*d of it, as did alſo the Count de Aint- 
- fort when I communicated it to him, and who I be- 
lieve ſpoke of it to Don Franciſco, who thereupon 
writ about it, and by that means It came into bis 
Majeſty's Diſpatch, where 1 was glad to fee it, as I 
| was alſo to ſee it in your Lordſhip's Letter. T ſhall, 
in obedience to your Lordſhip, take all the care I 
can to prevent irregular proceedings here; for there 
are ſeveral matters which the Legate ought to treat 
with more Deliberation, than he has hitherto hand- 
ay things; I pray God give them Grace to underſtand 
the: a! 

Should the Proteſtants come hither, they will 
expect, I ſuppoſe, to be heard as to the Matters 
which are already determined, no leſs than to thoſe 
that are not, as indeed it is but reaſonable they 
ſhould ; and the rather, that we may thereby incou- 
rage. them to come: Now as they will chooſe ſome 
to ſpeak in their name, ſo it will be convenient, in 
my mind, that the Catholicks ſhould appoint ſome 
to anſwer them, and that they may fatisfie them 
without wrangling, let them have their ſeveral Days 
allotted, but ſo that the Proteſtants may till conti- 
nue Plaintiffs. 

I take notice of this, becauſe there are ſome here, 
who are obſtinately of Opinion, that none but the 
Proteſtants are to be ſuffered to ſpeak to Matters 
which are already decided, and that they are only to 
be heard. Now if this courſe is taken, as it will 


give but little fatisfaQion, ſo it will not be much for 
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the Honour of the Synod, for there is the ſame rea- 


fon for anſwering them, as there is for hearing 


them; and does not their faying that the Proteſtants 
ſhall be heard in Matters which are already determi. - 


| ned, only in order to their being inſtrufted, and 


their diſputing here about things as if the Proteſtants 
were prefent, demonſtrate that this courfe ought 
to be taken; for ſince moſt of the things have been 
determined by former Councils, were it not on ſuch 
an occaſion as this, it would not be lawful for Ca- 
tholicks to diſpute about them ; ſothat if this courſe 
is not taken the Proteſtants will come hither to lit- 
tle purpoſe, neither can they properly be faid to 
come toa Council, but to be brought before a Courr. 
There is one thing that ought to be well confider'd 
of, which is, whether it will not be convenient, 
when the Proteſtants are come, not to have the Sef- 
fions ſo thick, leſt by determining of things wherein 
they are cancerned, they may be provok'd to re- 
monſtrate, out of deſpair of nor being able to do a- 
ny thing: And whether it will not therefore be the 


' beft way to hear both them and the Catholicks up- 


on all the Points in Controverfie between them, and 
after that is done, to have all determined in one 
Seflion, as was done in the Council of Conſtance 
with the Herelies of Micktf;; which courſe, as it 
will make things ſeem to be maturely conſidered and 
digeſted before they are decreed ; fo it will prevent 
ſuch miſcarriages as have been committed in fome 
Matters, | 
Your Lordſhip may be pleafed to conſider what is 
nt to be done in this, and all other Points, for 
what-ever you fall judge to be moft convenient will 
certainly be fo. I have not negteted to, ſpeak of this 
where-ever it was proper to do it ; and as I have met 
with ſyeral that do approve of it, fo it appears to 
me 
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me to be a very conſiderable thing, and which may 
be of ſome advantage to us, in order to defeat the 
Legate's Deſigns about the preſent Suſpenlion, which 
was the cauſe of my mentioning it at this time. 

As to the French King's Proteſtation, there will 
no Decree be pronounc'd upon it, but the Anſwer 
they have ſent to the Legate from Rome will be re- 
turned to it, which I am told is very well framed, 
and is agreeable enough to what his Majeſty has writ 
concerning it, being a mean betwixt pronouncing a 
Decree, and being ſilent, tho? in effect it is much 
_ the ſame with a Decree; the Synods having thereon 

declared itſelf to be univerſal,which, to prevent pro- 
voking, was in my Opinion convenient enough. I 
am confident, had we ſollicited to have had a Decree, 
that was ſubſtantial but not rigorous, that we ſhould 
never have been able to have obtain'd it, nor to have 
ſettled the point with the Pope and his Miniſters, 
the Legate having been order'd, ſome Days agoe,not 
to give us any Anſwer about it; and the Anſiver 
which is ſaid to have been here four Days, was yeſter- 
day read and approved of in the Congregation 

As to the Proviſions they are here very buſie a- 
bout them; I have formerly writ ſomething con- 
cerning them, and we ſhall now ſee quickly what will 
be done therein; the Wheatis come already, which 
has not been ſo dear here of late, as it was laſt Year, 
when I wrote to his Majeſty and your Lordſhip a- 
bour it. That of the Guard is a good thing, and 
Don Franciſco will write how well it is taken here : 
It was a good Bargain your Lordfhip made with the 
King of the Romazxs about Fleſh, it being in that 
and Bread they exat the moſt, and whereof | was 
the moſt apprehenſive. Dor Franciſco takes care of 
_ this as he of every thing elſe, in which I give 

him all the affiftance I am able, which 1s _— 
; ) 4 ie 
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the greater by my being ſo much in my Lord Cardi- 
nal's favour z 7 pray God it may ſucceed, _ 

Your Lordſhip does by your daily Favours and 
Kindnefſes, and by the particular care you take of 
my Perſon and Advancement, run me ſo deep into 
your debt that I can only ſay, that I do kiſs your 
Lordſhip's Hands a thouſand times for it, and do 
wiſh to live, that I may by my Services diſcharge 
the Debt in part I am owing to your Lordſhip, 
whoſe | am, and will be all tae days of my life; 
ſo that your Lordſhip, in taking care of my Concerns, 
takes care of your own, As to the ſucceſs, let God 
do what he ſhall judge to be moſt convenient, and if 
T do not proſper, let my own 1Il fortune, or want of 
Merits, and not your Lordſhip be blamed for it, 
from whom [I have already receiv d that Kindneſs, 
whoſe moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Perſon and E- 
ſtate may our Lord preſerve and proſper for many 
Years, as I deſire. 


| From Trent the jth & 7] kiſs your .Lord(hip”s Hands. 
of Offeber, 1551. Doctor Vargas. 


_—— 


The following Paper is a Note writ with 
Vargas's own Hand but without hts 
Name or any Date to it. 


ON Franciſco, | believe, muſt have writ "con- 

” cerning the Copy of a Letter wherewith the 
Legate endeavour'd with great ſecrefie to have 
ſtopp'd his Mouth when he was urging him to 
give way to a Reformation; in which Letter, if 
it 18 true, his Majeſty did aſſure the Pope,. That 
f nothing 
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nothing ſhould be done in the Council but what 


he had a mind to have done in it, and that he 
would oblige the Prelates to hold their Tongues, 
and to let things paſs without any oppoſition. 
Don Franciſco being aſtonithed at this, acquainted 
me therewith in great Anxiety; I immediately told 
him, that ] queſtioned wherher what the Legate had 
faid was true or not : but ſuppoſing it were, it ſigni- 
fy'd nothing, ſince it was not to be literally under- 
ſtood, as the Legate, who made a great Secret of it, 
pretended ; that Letter having been writ by his Ma- 
jeſty before the Pope had granted his Bull for the 
continuation of the Council, when it was writ on 
purpoſe, to bring the Pope for to grant it ; and in- 
ſtead of exaſperating him, to ſatisfie him with good 
words, that he ſhould run no risk thereby : which 
his Majeſty continues till to do, the times being 
ſuch as will not ſuffer him to a(t otherwiſe with 
him : not that ever his Majeſty intended thereby 
thar the Pope ſhould be ſuffered to do ſuch things, 
as would bring all to ruine, but on'y to do ſuch 
things as are reaſonable, in leaving, as there ſhould 
be occaſion, the Reformation of Matters to the Sy. 
nod. Now provided the Pope would do nothins 
but what is convenient, notwithſtanding he knows 
full-well how to do other fort of things, and which 
are no ways profitable, his Majeſty might very ſafe- 
ly offer and promiſe what he does in that Letter, 
which is undoubtedly to be underſtood with that 
condition ; ſince neither could his Majeſty have any 
other meaning therein, nor could the Pope, with- 
out forgetting himſelf, deſire any thing more of him. 
W hat I then ſaid, I fay now again, and that with- 
out doubting of its truth in the leaſt : tho”, at the 
ſame time, I do heartily wiſh, that the Pope may 
neither by this, nor by any other way have any op- 

| portunity 
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portunity given him of taking more liberty in ſuch 
matters than he already uſeth, .2uz proculdubio ad 

mentis egrotationem & animi morbum uſque pervenit, 

ita ut non nift inſania & furor quidem appellanda fit : 

1 do ſuppoſe the Legat likewiſe preſumes much 

upon this Letter. 1 do leave it to your Lordſhip, 

whether there be any thing in this, wherewith I - 
ought to be acquainted, 
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© This Promiſe of the Emperor's, That if the 

« Pope would re-afſemble the Council, he would 
© ſuffer nothing to be done in it, but what the 
« Pope would have done, notwithſtanding all that 
« Fargas has here offered in its Juſtification , does 
« yery much refle&t both on the Emperor and the 
* Pope: On the Emperor, becauſe at the ſame 
«* time he made the Pope this promiſe, he was pro- 
* miſing the Proteſtant Princes of Germany a free 
« Genera] Council; and on the Pope, for requiring 
* ſuch an unreaſonable promiſe before he would 
* venture to re-alſemble the Synod ; fo that. whe- 
_ * ther the Emperor kept his word with the Pope 
« or not; it is certain, the Pope, when he called 
£* the Counci] in expectation that he would have 
** done it, never intended, notwithſtanding all his 
* and his Legate's Godly profeſſions to the contrary, 
** that the Council ſhould injoy any thing of liberty 
$* or authority. 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 1 2th of Octo- 


ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, ts 
A S 1 was going on Saturday Morning to the Sel- 


ſion, your Lordſhips of the Sth Current came 


to my hand, with which I received the favour that 
is cuſtomary ; the Seffion was celebrated with greater 
Solemnity than any other Seſfion from the begin- 
ning of the Council had been ; the Offices heing 
long, it laſted eight hours, the reſt of the time was 


ſpent in an Oration, ſpoke by the Archbiſhop of 
Sazar, which was a very good one, and in pro- 


nouncing the Decrees, and in reading the Anfiver 
to the Proteſtation, and the Suſpenſion of the Arti- 
cle ſub utraque, with all its dependencies, and the 


Powers of the EleQtoral Marquiſs of Brandenburg, 


and in hearing an Oration fpoke by the Chief of his 


Envoys ; which Oration was both pious and learned, 


the Envoy having declared therein, that his Maſter 
did, by vertue of the Powers he had exhibited, fub- 
mit himſelf to the Council ; the Powers, as well as 
the Speech, were ekgantly worded ; and notwith. 
ſtanding he did not ſpeciftie wherein he was willing 
to ſubmit himfelf to the Council; yet in promi- 
ſing to accept of all that his faid Envoys ſhall con- 

, approve of, they were received with 
Congratulations; which has ſo far removed a doubt 
we had, that matters, are like to go on better than 


we expected : Nevertheleſs, in caſe there ſhould be 


a change, what, his Majeſty has commanded, and 
your Lordſhip writ to me about, is well ordered. 
I here fend your Lardſhip a Copy of the As, not- 
withſtanding I know they are fent by Don Franciſco 
| to 


En IL 4% IN) 4 SEAL 53 Tins Wo > - f 0 & 4 Rs 
WIRg bd RULER ET, 4 >. 9 HSA > MYR; 4 V x #".\ GIFs 144) _ 
4 ? 2 ABR 1 <Er s & 3D 4 . "ny IEA, Tar GS RES OE x I ae 75s 2 Na MMR es 26 p IGG; , - Ci f - | dA) oe . , 
$7 V4 % . IN on 3 CS FOE GTE « #3 RE Ip; nag 4 Eee b Fat Mi - pL PEO EH FP SEEN EEE ES TT; as PSF aide vs 7 oY CI ah TIO wet 
we 0 VO DRY CI TANE HY HY" 2 OTY SDL LI Ora IO, oO eg Le $rbet bes we, nl 46 a bats I 
, _ p OE I ON 


21] 
34 
* 
5 = 
* We 
4 . 
: - 
© 
i 
= - 
: 
1 ' 
3-2 A 
5 F 
: 3 
: 
= F 
IF 
1 k 
' bf 
i | 
i" 
14 L 
b 
8. 4 
# i 
: 2 
FE 
b 
F 74 
' 
; 
F 
= 
2 
3 
i $4 
of 
A b 
4 
3 L3 
þ 4 
3 ;9 
I i ' 
7:8 
o "=; 
ly 5 
b 8s 
+: 
= 4} 
PLES... 
it . 
4 
; _ 


I 2 Dr. Vargas s Letters of 


to his Majeſty. I have nothing to add, to what I 
writ to your Lordſhip on the 7th inſtant, concern- 
ing what has paſſed fince, only that things have fal. 
len out as I ſaid they would ; two or three of which 
I would not have had done, and which, I think, 
ought ſtill for to be remedy'd. 

The firſt relates to the buſineſs of the ſafe Con- 
dutt ; for ſeeing they are willing to grant one, as 
It is but juſt they ſhould, I could wiſh it were ſome- 
thing fuller, and as near to that which was granted 
to the Bohemians, as the times will permit : It be- 
ing ſuch a one that the Proteſtants deſire, and as 
muſt deprive them of all excuſes for nor coming hi- 
ther: Such a one would likewiſe be agreeable to 
that of his Majeſty's, which, mutatis mutands, 15 the 
ſame with that of Baji/ ; that Clauſe only being left. 
out, which gave the Pohemzans leave to Celebrate 
their Religious Offices 72 oct hoſpitiorum ſuorum, © c, 
And the following Words, Sic tandem ut ab eadem 
Synodo occafione quorumcungue exceſſuum aut delifo- 
rum ab eu antea frve modo ventendo, manendo aut re- 
deundo commiſſorum aut committendorum minime pu- 
nantur, being put before the Clauſe, S! quiſpiam, &c. 
which, in truth, is no more than is neceſſary to ſe- 
cure them from being puniſhed for their Hereſies : 
Neither does it amount to a Permiſſion, but only 
a Toleration ; ſo that they ſhall not be puniſhed _ 
for any Crime, but by Judges, appointed from a- 
mong themſelves, which is granted in the Clauſe, 
St quiſpiam, &c. in the ſafe Condutt of Baſil. 

The fafe Condutt having been thus ordered, was 
ſent by Don Franciſco to the Legate, who, as your 
Lordſhip will ſee, has changed the whole form there- 
of, having reduced it to a very ſmall compaſs, which 
cannot but give great offence to the Proteſtants, who 
therein have no promiſe made them, not to be pu- 

niſhed 


- — yy ) t 


the Council of Trent. 13 . 


niſhed for the offences of their Religion, which for . 
the removing of Scruples ought to have been. 


done ; and the rather, becauſe they are not allow. 
ed the Exerciſe of their Worſhip ; it ſeems likewiſe 
to give the Judges, that zre to be appolnted over 
them a Power of taking cognizance of all Crimes 
they have committed or thall commit,even ſavouring 
of Herefie: Neither is it ſaid that the Judges ſhall 


be appointed from among themſelves but only in 
general, .2uod poſſint deligere Fudices fibi benevolos, 
which may very well raife ſuch ſcruples in them as 


may hinder them from ever coming hither, ſince 


they will never conſent, that they ſhall be liable to 


puniſhments, by any Judges purely on the account 
of their Religion ; neither will they fail to fay, 
that this was done with a detign, 

The Clauſe likewiſe, quantum ad ipſam ſantam 
Synodum ſpefat, may very well make them jealous, 
ſince the Synod ought to promiſe for the Pope the 
Emperour and all other Princes and Prelates, that 
they ſhall injoy an intire ſecurity, as was done by 
the Synod of Bafi/, and eſpecially ſince they have 


promiſed his Majeſty ſo to do: they ought likewiſe 


to ſuſpend the Decrees of the Council of Conftance, 
made in its gth Seſſion ; and that of Senna, as was 
done In the ſafe Conduct that was granted to the Bo- 
hemians, that being a thing the Proteſtants have 
much in their thoughts, and who, by their inſiſting 
thereon, have much retarded his Majeſty : and the 


truth is, the Synod in a caſe of this importance 


ought not to grudge them words, but ought with- 
out deſcending to niceties, or to what is enough, or 
not enough, for to grant them an entire ſecurity : 
All which things ought, in my judgment, for tobe 
remedy'd, and ſo they ſhall, if the Legate will, as 
he ovght to do, let me ſee the ſafe Conduit before 


- 
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t is pronounced. But as Ihave formerly writ your ' 


Lordſhip, contidering that he grants this with a 
very ill will, I do not at all wonder at his acting 
therein as he does, and at his contriving a thouſand 
ways for ro hinder thoſe people from ever coming 
to the Council. 

As to the Prelates, where is no need of taking 
any notice of them, they betng no ways concerned 
in that matter, the Legate having never ſo much as 
acquainted them with it, all things appearing well 
to them at firſt ſight, and who knowing nothin 
of matters untill they are juſt ready to be prononnced, 
paſs them without any more ado. 

On which occaſion I told Don Franciſco, before 
Dr. Malvenda, who is an honeſt, learned and judicious 
Man, that ſince the Legate had-promiſed, that if 
his Majeſty was not fatisfy'd with this, he would 
grant fuch a ſafe Conduct as he ſhould deſire, it was 
fit it (ſhould be done, tho' it would have been bet- 
terethar it had been done already without fuch a 
great expence of time, and ſpinning out of buſineſs 
by delays. Your Lordſhip may be pleaſed to take 
this matter into your care; and as it will be well if 
the Proteſtants will be fatisfy'd with what is already 
done, ſo it is expedient to try preſently wherher 
they will or not , that if they ſhould not, his Ma- 
jxſty may return the ſafe Conduct as he would have 
it: I pray God they may here comply with that 
freedom they have ſaid they will: I have been the 
longer upon this, becauſe it appears to me to bean 
affair of great moment. 

The ſecond thing wherewith I am diſpleaſed, is 
in the anſwer that was given to the Proteſtation be- 


_ ginning at Luod vero teftatur; in which the Pope, 
for his own ends, has made the Council a party in 
- the authorizing of his affairs, and in defending of 


his 


my 


oQ Q.oq ©» 


the Conncil of Trent. 15 


his pretenſions againſt all the Pragmaticks, which _ 
have been, or may be made in France concerning 
Benefices, and other ſuch matters? this the Council 
ought by no means to have been brought to have 
done, for beſides what his Majeſty has writ hither con- 
cerning ſuch points, the Pragmaticks of France about 
which there have been ſuch great debates, are mat- 
ters they are too little acquainted with, to take 
upon them to approve or diſprove, or pronounce 
any thing againſt them Synodically; it being neither 
convenient nor juſt, that the Synod, which knows 
nothing of thoſeaffairs, having never examined them 
nor brought them into judgment, ſhould, hand- 
over-head, pronounce any thing about them. This 
is a matter that will in all likelyhood irritate 
the French, to write againſt a Clauſe thus pro- 
nounced by the Synod by the Pope's managery : 
For whatever ſome may think, the Pragma- 
tick of France was not intirely abrogated in the 
laſt Lateray Council, the Concordate which was 
pronounced in the ſame Seſſion, having been granted 
in lieu of it, and after ſuch a manner that the ex- 
change did not amount to an abſolute Abrogation, - 
neither was what was done in that Council abot?t this 
affair ever agreed to by the French, any otherwiſe 
than asit was a confirmation of their Pragmatick, of 
winch I ſhall ſay no more, but that it was founded 
on the Council of Baſil, which is ſtill received and 
defended as authentick by the whole Kingdom of 
France, and the Univerſity of Parzs, and that it 
depends likewiſe on the firſt Pragmatick made by 
ot. Lewis, King of France. 
Farthermore this is a thing that in my opinion 
is very prejudicial to his Majeſty's Pragmaticks, 
and to thoſe eſpecially which were made lately at 
Madrid , againſt Strangers having any Benefices, 
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16 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 

and about ſeveral other matters, all which, conf 
cering the preſent neceſſities, were jultly and piouſly 
fremed : but they who were not at all pleaſed with 
thoſe Pragmaticks, have, by bringing the Council 
to condemn thoſe of France, given a blow to thoſe 
of Spain likewiſe, by reaſon of the great affinity 
there is betwixt them; thy? of the two thoſe of 
Spain may be the moſt righteous. 

But tho” now it is pronounced, there is no re- 
medy for it, nevertheleſs I am willing to let your 
Lordſhip ſee how things are carried here, and what 
the Pope's aims are, who ſeeks to authorize all his 
own pretenſions by the Council, and of what impor- 
tance it is 1 ſhould ſpeak of things before-hand, in 
order to make them to be underſtood, for the Pre- 
lates, as I have obſerved formerly, unlefs they are 
told of things, and that not ſuperficially, and as 
they have hitherto been advertized of them, will 
never examine them ſo as to fall into the true ac- 
count of them. In fine, this will not be the laft 
thing we ſhall have to warn us of the neceſſity there 
i5 thereof ; there are ſeveral other things I am not 
at all fatisfhed with, which were carried here with 
the G@me ſlight Pope Paul made uſe of in the an- 
fwer he gave to Don Drego de Mendoga, and in all 
probability by the ſame hand: 4nd is not this a bleſ- 
fed beginning of a Council? _ | 

3. Ltere isa thing I would gladly have had done 
which was that one or more of the Articles they 
hare pronounced had been ſuſpended with the reſt, 
but there is no remedy for that now, and fo it is to 
no. purpoſe to complain of it. 

As to the Canons of Reformation, I have nothing 
to ſay of them, but only that they are of ſo rrivial 
a nature, that ſeveral were aſhamed to hear them; 
and had they not been wrapped up in good language, 

| together, 
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| they would have appeared to the whole World to 


be what they are; and if God does not prevent it, 
I do not ſee but that all other things will be carried 
here at the ſame rate; Don Franciſco has ſhewed me 
what his Majeſty has wrote to him about this affair: 
which he had done ſooner, had he not been hindred 


by extraordinary buſineſs. I can only fay that mat. 


ters have gone therein to a tittle as I writ to your 
Lorſhip they would: As to what your Lordſhip 
writes, about its being convenient, ſince the Pro- 
teſtants are to come, not to have the Seſhons ſo thick, 
and to have all the Lutheran Articles determined 
together ; it's a thing that appears to me, every day 
more conſiderable, being furniſhed with arguments 


to anſwer all they are able to object againſt it. Some- 


days ago I told Dr. 1atvenda as much, who was 
very well pleaſed with it ; telling me, that he had 
thought of it ſeveral times, and I was juſt now told 


by him that he had ſpoke of it to the EleRor of Co- 


logne, who liked it very well, and has writ to your 
Lordſhip about it ; it is an affair that deſerves to be 
well conſidered, and being judged by all to be ex- 
pedient, the Pope muſt be treated with about it, in 
time; neither will the obſervation thereof be any 
innovation in the courſe of proceedings, 'but only 
an inlargement of the Seſſion, ſo as to provide for 
what may happen, that when the Proteſtants do 
come, matters may be ſo ordered as ſhall be found 
proper both for their remedy and the authority of 
the Synod. Iam extreamly glad to hear that his 
Majeſty is coming nigher to us; for beſides, that it 
will be no ſmall fatisfaftion to me to have your 
Lordſhip ſo neay; his Majeſty's Preſence may give 
ſome life to affairs here. Don Franciſco, who i a 
Perſon of great judgment, prudence and dexterity, 


manageth things very well, and has been at a great 
| G- dea! 


18 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 
_ deal of pains to obtain this Seſſion. I muſt beg it 
of your Lord(hip to acquaint him with this account 
TI give of him, that ſo he may be ſenſible how much 
I am his friend both in private and publick. _ 
The Archbiſhop of Sazar takes a great deal of 
pains too, and is a very good inftrument in all dif- 
putes that happen betwixt the Embafſadors, and |' 
the Legate, and Preſidents,and is beſides very ſervice- || 
able in the Synod at the Deputations; for which rea- |. 
ſon it is but juſt that your Lordſhip ſhould ſhew him *: 
favour, and do him all the good Offices you are able, ©} 
Don Franciſco has, I believe, writ particularly con- *© 
cerning this; and if your Lordſhip has, with my 
Letters, received the Sermon, it 1s in ſending it, that 
I have done him the greateſt ſervice. Fo 
[ kiſs your Lordſhip's hands a thouſand times, for 
the favours and kindneſles you are always doing me; 
in return for which, I can only repeat what I have 
often ſaid, That I defire to live only to ſerve your 
Lordſlip, and to pay part of what I owe you. 
May our Lord preſerve and proſper your moſt Tllu- 
ſtrious Perſon and State for many years, as I deſire. 
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From Trevt the I do kiſs wour ILordibin? 
12th of: Oo. ſs your Lo ſhip s Hands 
ber, I551. ' Doftor Vargas. 


P.S. About twelve days ago the Biſhop of Facome!s 
came hither as the Pope's Commiſſary. If he were 
one that had any ſhame in him, the unworthy trick 
he ſerved me both here and at Bononia, to ingratiate 

himſelf with Pope Paul, would have hindred him | 
from ever having ſhewed his face any. more in this 
place. The Pops had need watch him narrowly, he 
having, fince he came hither, in order to gratifie the 
Emperor, and to curry favour with me, expreſſed 
| himſelf 


—_— 


RE CE 


_ the Council of Trent. ig 
himſelf much diffatisfy'd with him : Of which I take 
no notice, that I may make him ſenſible of my Re- 
ſentment ; for till your Lordſhip wrote to me the 
other day concerning him, I had never troubled my 
ſelf with him ; nevertheleſs, he has a great many 
Eyes upon him ; and, God be praiſed for it, that ſo 


great a Miſchief did not ſucceed. 


—_— 


þ WTI i 


Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 1 3th of Octo- 
ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 

ON Franciſco having given his Majeſty and 
your Lordſhip a full account of all that paſ. 

ſed in the Seſſjon, I ſhall only tell you that it was 
very ſolemn, and that we have been at more pains 
than can be imagined to bring it about : Dox Fran- 
ciſco managed all things with his cuſtomary prudence 
and dexterity ; which, conſidering the difficulties, 
of the Legate's creating, he is to encounter withall, 
had need be more than ordinary : I can eafily per- 
ceive that they underſtand here what part I have 
had therein ; however, I did nothing but what was 
my Duty in making the Relation. The Archbiſhop 
of Sazar made a very good Speech, and much to the 
ſatisfattion of all good People ; he does us great 
Service here, and is excellently well qualify'd for 
ſuch affairs ; beſides, he helps Don Fraxciſco to In- 
telligence-in all his Negotiations. It is but juſt 
therefore that your Lordſhip ſhould favour him, in 
doing him ſome geod Office, which will be taken 
well by every body. If I can, I will ſend your Lord- 


ſhip a Copy of the As, notwithſtanding Dor 
=: 3 Franciſcs, 


_ 4 m "To pA n<RAt ads 7 4 C. PRO L 
Ne fo TC TILINIED <- rtSERET 
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Franciſco, who does not uſe to negleCt ſuch things, 
cannot have forgot to do it. May our Lord pro- 
tet and proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious 


and Reverend Perſon and State for many years, as 
L defire. - 


From Trent the © TT kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


13th of Ofo- | 
bers 1551: Dottor Vargas. 


In a Note incloſed in this, he writes : Your 
Lordſhip will receive another Letter that 1s ſome- 
thing freſher than this, which , for a certain Rea- 
ſon, I would not ſend by the Diſpatch. 


Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 28th of Octo- 
ber, 155 1, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Hough I am ſenſible how much your Lordfhip 
is employ'd in peruſing the Diſpatches of this 
Seſſion, and of your buſineſs being much increaſed 
by the late Change that has been made in the 
Court ; nevertheleſs, fince it will not be long be- 
fore we have another Seſſion, it is neceflary that any 
thing that his Majeſty would have done therein, 
ſhould be prepared. 
They are at preſent employ'd here in hearing the 
Divines every morning and evening upon the mat- 


ters of Penance and Extream UnQion : They are 


a great many, and ſeveral of them very Eminent, 
but chiefly thoſe who were ſent from all Parts by 
_ his Majeſty, who in the Diſputations have ſhewed 

| them- 


4 
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themſelves to be great Men. I was over-joy'd at 
Dr. Malvenda's acquitting himſelf fo well, who dif- 
courſed both learnedly and elegantly, and to the 
great ſatisfattion of all that heard him. 

They of Lovain appear to be great Scholars; and 
for the Dean, he is certainly a wonderfull Man, be- 
ing as Reverend for his Learning , as he is for his 
Perſon ; who, as he is the Father of all the reſt, ſo 
the Greatneſs of his Worth is ſo conſpicuous, that 
his Majeſty cannot do lefs than order him to have 
the firſt place, next after the Pope's Divines, allot- 
ting the ſecond place to Dr. Malvenda; and for the 
reſt, the ranking of them may be left to Dox Fran- 
ciſco: They have all ſatisfy*d the World of his Ma- 
jeſty*'s having made a judicious Choice in ſending 
ſuch Perſons : And for Friar Melchior Canus, he is 
a Perſon of ſo great Learning, Piety and Prudence, 
that ſhould the Proteſtants come hither, as it is ſaid 
they intend, they will meet with that in him that 
will fatisfie them. | 

The Cardinal of Trent is informed by a Letter he 
has received from Duke Maurice, that there are 
forty Horſe-men on their way hither, among whom 
are eight Divines, and two Lawyers, beſides two 
from the Duke of wirtemberg ; and that they may 
be here in five or fix Days, this News does not a 
little alarm ſome that are here; and if it is true, 
the Proteſtants muſt not, it ſeems, much regard the 
defeCts that are in the ſafe Conduft. I pray God 
it may be ſo; though, for my own part, for the 


| Reaſons I have formerly given your Lordſhip, I ſhall 


_ believe they will come, ' before I fee them 
ore.” Fey 

When I left Caſtile, the Council thereof put a 
Memorial into my hands, containing ſeveral things 


they deſired to have redrefſed ; which, together with 
C3 one 
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22 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 


one of my own drawing up, I ſent to. his Majeſty, 
at my firſt coming to this place ; Since which time 
I have never ſpoke of it, walting ſtill to ſee how 
things would go, and what would be done to fatis- 
fie the Biſhops in the firſt Seſſion ; as alſo to know 


| his Majeſty's pleaſure concerning it : Let me there- 


fore intreat your Lordſhip to put his Majeſty in 


mind of it, and to acquaint me with what he would 


have done; that is, whether he would have us ſpeak, 
and to what, and when, or how, or if he would have 
us continue ſilent. I can aflure your Lordſhip the Le- 


gate has declared, That nothing more ſhall be done, 


relating to a Reformation, after the next-Seffion ; 
all the time that remains being to be employ'd about 


Matters of Doftrine : By this your Lordſhip may ſee, - 


kow little Dez Franciſco's having ſpoke to him ſince 
the receipt of his Majeſty's laſt Letters, ſignifies. 

I am extreamly ſenſible that a great many things 
of a very high nature, are handled here fo ſlightly, 
and after ſuch a manner as gives great diſcontent to 
People ; and for to ſpeak the truth, I cannot ſee 
how either Catholicks or Hereticks can be ſatisfy*d 
with what 15 done here; and as for the latter, I 
doubt they will be much exaſperated by what will 
be done in the next Seffion, in which they intend ta 
revive the matter of Juſtification ; and when they 
come to treat of Contrition and SatisfaQijon, for to 
determine them a ſecond time. 

But now whereas this Council was Afﬀembled 
chiefly for the ſake of a particular Province, I ſhould 
be glad that fo far as it is poſſible, as things are ad- 
vanced, the determination of this, and of ſome other 
Dodtrines might be ſuſpended untill the Arrival of 
the Proteſtants, who are now ſaid to be on their 
Way. Your Ao may in this and all other mat- 
ters, give what Orders you ſhall judge to be moſt 
Eonvenient, 0 
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All that is done here, is done by the way of 
Rome ; for the Lepate, thongh it were neceſſary to 
fave the World from ſinking, wilt not depart one 
tittle from the Orders he receives from thence, nor 
indeed from any thing that he has himfelf once re- 
ſolved on. 

He has told feveral, and Don Franciſco and me 
among the reft, that he will put .an end to the 
Council by Fly; and that there ſhall be but five 
Seſſions more ; that is, the two which are already 


_ appointed, and three more. 


God is my witneſs how willing I, who have now 


been here feven years, am to ſee it at an end, that 


ſo F may return to my own corner again; neverthe- - 
tes I am fo defirous, to ſee fome of thoſe fruits of 
this Council which we expected, and which in- 
deed are fo neceffary, that I would. be contented, if 
F had ſeveral lives, to employ them all therein. 

FT am not at all atisfy'd with what has been done 
in reference to a Reformation, neither do I hope to 
fee much more done therein ; for I can plainly per- 
ceive that the Legate has the very ſame Aims and Re- 
ſolutions that the preſent Pope had, who both. when 
he was Lepate here, and fince he was Pope, preſu- 
ming on his Majeſty's friendſhip, has done things 
without fear, that were really aſtoniſhing, never 
doubting of his being able to carry whatever he had 
a mind to. I do obſerve that the preſent Lepate 
diſcovers this, infinitely more than the former ever 
did ; he having given us to underſtand, that the 
Reformation is not a thing to be dwelt on; and 
that ' all that is fo be done therein, will be conclu- 
ded in this Sefflon, the remaining, time being to be 
7holly employ'd about DoCtrines. . 


C 4 Don 
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Don Franciſes, after he had received his Majeſty's 
Jaſt Letter, which was ſuch as I wiſhed it, ſpoke 
excellently well, and with all poſſible earneſtneſs : 
The Legate's Anſwer to him was, That he would 
do a great Service, if he could perſuade the Biſhops 
to give in Memorials to him, of what they would 
be at, and of the Impediments of Reſidence, inſtead 
of deſiring things at random. Don Franciſco ha- 
ying thereupon ſpoke to ſeveral of the Prelates to 
do it, they accordingly gave in their Memorials to 
him ; who having reduced them all into one, he 
delivered it to the Legate, who ſent it to Rome to 
have the Pope's thoughts of it. God knows how 
much it aMiQts me to ſee things done fo- openly to 
the prejudice of the authority of the Synod, and of 
his Majeſty's honour too ; the Legate might certain- 
ly, if he pleaſed, do ſuch things more privately, and 
leſs to the diſhonour of the Council , fo as not to 
give People, and eſpecially the Proteſtants, occaſion 
to talk thereof, who, I doubt, will be much har- 
dened by ſuch doings. I am fearfull leſt the Legate 
ſhould, under a pretence of Friendſhip, impoſe on 


| Don Franciſco, the Legate being immovably deter- 


mined as to every thing that he will do; neither are 
his Intentjons 1n this affair the ſame with his Pro- 
feſſions ; all that he driveth at in this matter, being 


only to have wherewith to ſtop the mouths of the 


Prelates, to keep them from ſpeaking about other 
things ; the bringing of the Prelates to ſpeak to the 
Impediments of Epiſcopal Reſidence, having been 
the artifice from the beginning : To ſpeak the 
truth, Don Franciſco takes a great deal of pains, and 
mgnages things after as good a manner as can be 
imagined: we ſhall ſee how this buſineſs will end. 
For my own part, I am extreamly difcontented , 
but I am not able to do more, though I know I very 

ys ; ; EE | often 
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often do more than I am well able; as well in mat- 
ters they conſult with me about, as in other things, 
I am informed of: And this I am certain your | 
- © Tordſhip believes of me. Your Lordſhip will be ac- 
4 quainted with the whole of this Affair by Dov Fran 
> ciſco, who has ſenta Copy of the Memorial he gave 
' in. May God direct things better than ſome would 
| have them, and prote& and proſper your moſt 1]- 
luſtrious and Reverend Perſon and State for many 


years, as I deſire. 


From Trent the z . | F PTS Y 
23th of OFo- I do kiſs Jour Lordj ap 5 174008 
ber, 15$T. Dottor Vargas. 


_—_—_— 


Dr.Vargas's Letter of the1 2th of Novem- 
ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


A? I was about to write this, your Lordſhip's of 
A the 1oth Inſtant, which I had long wiſhed 
for, came to my hand : But when I confider the 
multitude of Buſineſs your Lordſhip is involved in, 
it is much rather to be wondred at, that your Lord- 
ſhip's Diſpatches do come ſo quick as they do, than 
that they come ſo ſlow : So that all that can be ſaid 
15, That we muſt have patience, and deſire his Ma- 
jeſty to let us have his Anſwers for our direCtion here 
as quick as it js poſſible, that being no more than 
1s neceſſary. 
At preſent I have little to write, in relation to 
the Pope's Miniſters, in the managery of the Coun- 
ci], and the buſineſs of Reformation, having already 
acquainted your Lordſhip therewith ; only I _ no 
os _ Hopes. 


; 
# >” 4 

. _—_—— — —— OO ms wa PA oartnas; . - . i , , 
. Bin L 0 x y A » 
TIE _ e " L "EE [7 ,” ahh gn (ANF —_ - _ = E 

. : Rk tb SS as 272 5 YO to, ev) 
n - 1 Fs LR EY 1 q ” . = _ . ” VS R GT; 
: EI 35 WY 2 * ns Fe > M213 


26 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 
hopes of any remedy, neither am I able to divine, 
where theſe matters will ſtop : I ſhall know more 


when this Seſſion is over, and ſhall take care to ac- 


quaint your Lordſhip with all that ſhall occur, 

Notwithſtanding we have bur three Days to the 
Seſfion, a Reformation is no more talked of here, 
than if it were a thing never to be mentioned again : 
And as for the Legate, he goes on till in his old 
road, conſuming of time to the laſt hour in Diſpu- 
tations, and Congregations, concerning Dottrines, 
and will at laſt ptduce ſomething in an hurry in 
falſe colours that looks plauſible : by which means 
they have no time to read, and much leſs to under- 
ſtand what they are about : So that it 1s not to be 
expetted that any thing that is done here ſhould 
produce ought but ſcorn and confuſion, 

Words and Perſufions do fignifie but very little 
in this place, and I ſuppoſe they are not of much 
oreater force at Rome, thoſe People having ſhut their 
eyes, With a reſolution, notwithſtanding all things 


ſhould go to wrack, not to underſtand any thing. 


that do's not ſuit with their intereſts. So that by 
_ what I can perceive, both God, and his Majeſty, are 
like to be very much diflionoured by what will be 


done here; and if things ſhould go on thus, and be _.. 


brought to ſach an ifſue as the Pope and his Mini- 
ſters aim at and give out, the Church will be left 
in a much worſe condition, than ſhe was in before : 
It will therefore be expedient; after this Sefffon is 
over, and matters are become more' deſperate, if 
that is poffible, than they are at preſent, to ſet about 


applying ſome remedies, by taking ſome other me- 


thods. 

at in doing alf good Offices both at Rome, and with 

the Nuncio, in order to infor the' Pope aright, 
| and 


nj FE 


I am ſenſtble of the great pains your Lordfhip = 
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and to bring him to alter his meaſures : I pray God 


he may be prevailed with to do it, thongh, for my 
own part, [I ſhall reckon it a Miracle if he js, and 
ſhall thank God for it as ſuch. 

In the mean while, I ſhall, after your Lordfhip's 
Example, comfort my ſelf with the thoughts of what 
God oftentimes uſeth to do, when things are redu- 


| ced to ſuch a deſperate eftate, that no humane pru- 


dence is ſufficient for them ; which we may the ra- 
ther hope for in this caſe, becauſe God's Honour, 
and the Reformation of the Church, are immediate- 
ly concerned in it : But after all, God only knows, 
after what manner fuch a remedy will be apply'd, 
and whether by ſuch ways as we think ir will and 


deſire it ſhould. . B45 
As to the Proteftants coming hither, I do not. 


know what to fay. to it; only if other methods are 


not taken here, their coming will be to no purpofe, 
and they -will return worfe than they came; and 
eſpecially if they ſhould be ſuch perſons as your - 
Lordſhip is informed they are: God may neverthe- 
leſs, notwithſtanding all thefr Rebelfions and De- 
terminations, bring them hither, to eniighten both 


themſelves and others as to their duties ; for which 


reaſon, as there are ſeveral! that do wiſh they were 
here, ſo there are others who cannot endure to hear 
of their coming, and much leſs to fee it. 

The two Proteſtants that are here already, do pre- 
tend to have no otber buſineſs but to provide Lodg- 
ings for the reſt, though I rather think they are ſent 
before as Spies: The Bobemians having taken the 


_ fame courſe at the Conncit of Bafi/, who, after a 


great many Offers, wonld not venture to come, be- 
fore they were adviſed by two they had ſent before, 
Rem agi ſerio, nec ſubeſſe doſum : The meaning of 
which may eaſily be underſtood, It is reported wo 
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Melen#hon and the reſt of them, appeared obſtinate 
and reſolute in their Errors at the Afembly of 7/ir- 
. remburg; if that is true, there is but little hopes of 
reducing them, neither will I ever believe they will 
come, before I ſee them here. 
* The Divines continued their Difputations till the 
laſt day of the laſt month ; and ſince the ſecond In- 
ſtant, the Biſhops have been Voting upon the Arti- 
cles that have been propoſed to them. So that ac- 
cording to the courſe the Legate takes, they will 
have done in five or fix days; and after that, the 
time that remains will be ſpent in forming the De- 
crees ; which being done, the Biſhops will return 
to give their Votes to them, and paſs them into 
Doftrines. 
Your Lordſhip may ſee by this how they intend to 

employ the time that is behind, though nothing 1s 
more certain,than that thorough the artificesand me- 
thods thatare uſed, toingage people, and thorough 
* the Council's having no ſtrength left, it being total- 
ly deprived of its authority and freedom by the 
Legate, who has taken it all entirely into his own 
hand; ifa Seflion were to laſt half a year, it would 
be the ſame thing as it is now, fo that we ſhall have 
no cauſe to wonder at any thing that ſhall be done 
here, but ſhall have great cauſe to be thankfull for 
what they ſhall leave undone. 
| Dr. Malvenda has been very ill of a Catarrh, but 
15 now pretty well again, he has not deſerved to be 
ſick, and is a perſon for whom I have a very great 
kindneſs. A 

T kiſs your Lordſhip's hands a thouſand times, 
for what you have done in relation to my particular 
affairs z and I do rely ſo much on your friendſhip, 
- that II take but little care of them my ſelf. 


I have 


j 
f 


the Council of Trent. 29 


I have not as yet been able to recover the Money 
which was aſſigned me at Naples towards the defray- 
ing of my Charges; the Goods which uſed to be 
remitted to me, having been hindred from coming 
by reaſon of the Ways being ſtopt by the War; fo 


that T am, and have been much pinched with _ 


want. 

I have writ to Secretary Vargas concerning it, 
and that he would be pleaſed to fend me ſuch a 
Diſpatch, as that which was ſent to Don Franciſco 
de Toledo for the recovery of his eight thouſand 
Ducats; 1 muſt beg it of your Lordſhip to promote 
this, as alſo to write to the Viceroy to remit that 
Money to me immediately; which tho* a ſmall 
thing for him to do, would be of great importance 
to me, conſidering how the Times are, and the 
Charge live at here. The Lord proſper and pre- 
ſerve your moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Perſon and 
State for many years, as I deſire. 


From Trent the 1 kiſs your Lord ſhip's Hands. 
12th of Novem- 
ber, 1551. Dofor Vargas. 


_—_—_ 


Dr.Vargas's Letter of the 2 6th of Novem- 
ber, 155 1, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt lluſtrious and moſt Reverend Lord, 


Have already writ to your Lordſhip at large, 

as I do now again, our affairs requiring I ſhould 

do ſo. His Majeſty's Diſpatches, which were very 

proper, and ſuch as I wiſhed them, being arrived, 

Don Franciſco has been to ſpeak with the Legate. It 

would be a tedious buſineſs to Relate all that pe 
c 
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ſed between them; for which Reaſon, and becauſ- 
Don Franciſco, himſelf muſt have writ an account 


of it; I ſhall only tell you, that the Legate beha- 
ved himſelf on this, as he has done on all other oc- 


_ caſions, and as we expetted of him, Perfricait nempe 
frontem inſigmter, 


Your Lordſhip may be fatisfy'd, that there 
are not words to Expreſs the pride, diſreſpeCt and 
ſhameleſneſs, wherewith he proceeds in theſe af- 
fairs; for being perſuaded that we act timorouſly, 
and that his Majeſty will be cautious how he do's 
any thing, that may Miniſter occaſion to any alte- 
ration, or that may diſguſt the Pope; he ſays and 
do's things that aſtoniſh the World, treating the 
Prelates that are here as ſo many Slaves, proteſting 
and ſwearing when he is difpleaſed, that he will 
be gone immediately, by which means he carries 
whatever he has a mind to. And as there is no like- 
lihood of his ever changing his behaviour; fo the 
ſucceſs and end of this Synod, if God by a Miracle 
do's not prevent it, will be ſuch as I have foretold; 
I fay by a Miracle, becauſe it is not to be done by 
any humane means ; ſo that his Majeſty do's but 
tire himſelf in vain in negotiating with the Pope 
and his Miniſters, Nam ſurdo canitur & lapis deco- 
quitur. The fruit of his Majeſty's Diſpatch is ſuch 
as I gueſſed it would be; that is, it has made the Le- 
gate much worſe than he was before, who has ſince 
hammered out ſuch an Infamous Reformation (for 
it deſerves no better Epithet ) as muſt make'us fab«- 
la & riſus popno. 1 am not able to expres how much 
it troubles me to ſee God and his Majeſty, thus 
Diſhonoured, Sed res (eek gn the Prelates 
that are here do likewiſe reſent it highly, many of 
them reckoning that rhey wound their Conſciences 
by holding their Tongues, and by ſuffering things 
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to be carried thus ; and who tho' they have hitherto 
with much ado been kept by ſome Offices that have 
been done them from doing their duties; fo that 
two Seſſions have paſs'd as your Lordſhip ſees; I am 


perſuaded nevertheleſs, that if other courſes are not 
taken, that no Offices will be able to Reſtrain 


them much longer, they are fo extreamly ſcandali- 


zed. © oo 

The Legate was not to be perſuaded to treat about 
any thing that was in the Memorial ; and as I have 
writ before, it would be well if he could never be 
brought to it: For whenever he ſhall condeſcend 
to do any thing, it will certainly be for the advan-. 
tage of the Court of Rome, and to the prejudice 
of the Church, and eſpecially of his Majeſty's King- 


 doms. 


Every body do's not ſee the Legate's deſign in : 
the buſineſs of Benefices with Cure, which he is very 


| forward to talk of; having of his own accord de- 


clared, that the Pope will never give his Conſent 
to it. | 
For the Legate being ſenſible, that many of the 
Biſhops, for their own. Intereſt, are extreamly de- 
ſirous to have it paſs, he hopes they may be brought 
to make ſuch a bargain with him as he drives at, 
and as the preſent Pope, when he was Legate 
here, aimed at likewiſe : who propoſed it to the 
Biſhops, offering them the Collation of all Benefices 
with Cure, provided, the Expeditions did all pafs 
at Rome, and the Pope be re-imburſed, by having 
all other BRenefices lodged in him, which is thething 
they graſp at: Now this being a moſt inconvenient 
and abominable bargain, the Legate, of his own 
accord, declares that the Pope will never agree to it ; 
which, if I have any Judgment, he faith for no other 
end, but tro put the Biſhops in mind to _ of 
| Im : 
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him: For the clearer underſtandng of which matters 
and pradtiſes,l writ to your Lordſhip on the 1.3th In- 
ſtant, my thoughts of the Memorial, and of other 


affairs; now if this matter of Benefices ſhould come 


to be treated of here, tve ought, in the firſt place, 
to put the Pope's Miniſters upon ſhewing what right 
his Holineſs has to collate to any Benefice whatſoe- 
ver; and having brought them to that, I will under- 
take to demonſtrate, from the Principles and Foun- 
dations of the Law of God, and of Nature, and of 
Men; and from the ancient ufage of the Church, 
and from good policy, that he has no manner of 
right to it; and all this without doing Injury to his 
Dignity, and the plenitude of his Power. But the 
Pope having now by degrees and force, got all into 
his own hands, he gives the World to underſtand 
that all is his, and that what any body elſe has, is what 
he is willing to give them. From hence it is that 
the wretched Canoniſts, I meam ſome of them, do 
either out of fear, or flattery, or both, ſtyle the Pope 
Dominus beneficiorum. 

Now in the handling of this affair, if the proviſi- 
ons of Benefices ſhould be lodged .in the Biſhops, care 
mult be taken that fleſh and blood be not allowed 
ſo much liberty as it has been accuſtomed to; but 
that it be ſo ordered as to partake of the ancient 
uſage, either by Examination-or ſome other way 
that ſhall be judged moſt convenient, that ſo an 
eye may be had therein to the profit of the Chur- 
ches and the Sheep, and not only of the Biſhops. 

But this being a matter of ſo great moment, and 
which cannot be treated of in theſe times, but to the 


. prejudice of the Church, and eſpecially of Spazn, 


the beſt way, now the Pope carries every thing he 
has a'mind to, will be not to meddle with it at all, 
but to reſerve the handling thereof to a better time, 


Lu0 
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uo purgabit Dominus filios Levi ; which: purgation 
muſticome, and that with a ſevere Scourge ; or 
tit! God ſhall provide other remedies, which may 
be: applied at ſome time or other ; it being impoſ- 
fible that a thing. ſo viokent, and fo fraught with 
Abuſes; ſhould hold'Iong ; the whole Nerve of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Difcipline being broke, and the Goods of 
God made a'perfeft Trade, and Metchandifſe. As 
to the Head of reviving 'Pfovincial Councils, which 
3s in the Memoria), it has pat'the Legate in a great 
Diforder: This is on&of the things that was put in 
the'Memorial, without'my advice, who do pretend 
to underſtand, what theiPope and his Miniſter's Pre- 
tenfions'are in that matter ; for that being a thing 
the: Church has ſo often done, and till has autho- 
rity to do, it ought not to have been propoſed here 
as'a new matter; but ſich Councils ought to be 
calted frequently, as was ' the cuſtom in former 
times. This is a thing of that Importance, that I 
have often, and I will -always ſay it, That the Re- 
ſtoration of the Church is chiefly to be expe&ed 
from the reviving and celebrating of Provincial 
Councils, the Ruin thereof having proceeded from 
the Ceffation of them, which, among other Effects, 
would prevent Secular Princes, being brought un- 
der neceſſity of medling with things, to the Viola- 
tion of the Ecclefiaſtical Immunity ; in which, if 
ſome Remedies are not found out for their great 
Neceflities, and ſome holy and lawfull Courſes for 
the obtaining of Juſtice, they cannot forbear con- 
cerning themſelves : I ſay this of Provincial Coun- 
cils, becauſe the Celebration of ſuch as are general, 
Is, as we ſee by Experience, like the Ludz Secnlares, 
to be brought about but once in an Age, if ſo often ; 
and when one comes to be celebrated, it 1s done in 


fuch a manner as we now ſee; infomuch thar, _ 
| which 
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which is now fitting here, muſt totally undeceive | cc 
the World, ſo as to convince it; that by reaſon of ” 
the Oppoſition and Induſtry of the Popes, to engrok = y 
all to themſelves, nothing. of Reformation is ever _ _ 
to be expected from a General Council. ; . 

Now they being ſenſible that General Councils, by ” 


reaſon of the Diſcords of Cnriſtian Princes, and tho. 
row ſome other Cauſes I have formerly given, are 
thus in bondage, they do all they are able to hinder 
the reviving of Provincial Synods, except the -Pope's 
Legates or V icars are preſent at them, that fo they 
may leave no breath in the Church, nor 1n any of 
its Members, to the excluſjon of all Remedies, and 
all talk of them. The Pope that now is, when he 
was here, had his Pretenſions about this thing ; and 
had he gone on as he began, he had certainly car- 
ried them, . having been ſeconded therein by ſeveral : 
And there was a certain Prelate, who, in a General 
Seſſion, had the Contidence to ſay on that Occaſion, 
That the Councils of Toledo were all held in con- 
tradiction to the Apoſtolical. See, with a great deal 
more ſuch fluff, which gave no ſmall offence to a 
great many, thoſe Councils having been ſo famous, 
and of fo great advantage to the Church : He that 
ſpoke this was the Biſhop of- Fazo, who has been 
{1nce made a Cardinal, ,and as they write at the 
Nomination of his Majeſty ; who, though a Perſon 
of great Honour, ſpoke this, becauſe he knew it 
' Would be gratefull to the Legates, and would make 
way for his promotion : T have ſaid this, becauſe I 
would not have things wherein the Pope and his 
Court have ſuch great Intereſts and Pretenſjons, to 
be decided or handled here, fince it cannor be done 
b!yt to our great prejudice, and to the great detri- 
nent of the whole Church, which at preſent has 
nciiher irength nor courage to reſiſt ; and if God 
| : do 
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the Council of Trent. 25 
do not remedy it, I do not ſee when it will : This 
1s a thing T am poſitive in, it being what I owe to 
the Service of God, and his Majeſty, to whom I 
defire your Lordſhip to Communicate this, _ 
what-ever elſe I do in diſcharge of my Office, 
being of moment to his Majeſty's Kingdoms. Spain 
eſpecially, that it ſhould be done. 

The Legpate, among other Chapters of Reforma-_ 
tion, did pretend to put theſe that follow ; which 
being ſo prejudicial, and to Spazn ef Decially, we with 
much ado prevailed with him to let them alone'til] 
his Majeſty was firſt conſulted. Don Franciſco mult 
have writ at large about this matrer ; I will never- 
theleſs write my Opinion thereof, and what I faid 
of it here, that notwithſtanding the ſecond and third 
look like ſomething ; ; they are really of no moment, 
and yet under their colour the reſt muſt be recei- 
ved; and by that means, that which is ſo much 
wiſhed for, will become incurable. 

The firſt Tonſure, let Canoniſts ſay what they 
will, is not, nor never was properly an Order, but 
a Sign or a Door whereby to enter into Orders; for, 


according to the Maſter of the Sentences, St. Tho-. 


ma, and all other Divines, where there is no Cha- 
racter, one cannot properly be called a Clerk, as 
there is not in the firſt Tonſure ; neither 1s all that 
the Canoniſts, and Innocent the Third fay thereof, 
to be taken ſiriftly, but in a large ſenſe : The firſt. 
Tonſure being really no other than a Novitiate, ha- 
ving been inſtituted only for ſuch, as did aQually 
ſerve in the Church, and were dedicated to the 
Divine Service; for which reaſon, the Conſent of 
Secular Princes was neceſJary to the giving of it ; It 
appearing uit, that ſuch Miniſters thould enjoy foe 
Exemption ; but at this time, that whole matter is 
run Into ſuch diſorder, that nothing « of the faid In- 

D. p 4 ſtitution 
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itution is now obſerved, to the exceeding great pre- 
judice of the Common-wealth ; every one that will 
now, may wear a Crown for Six-pence and- two 
Clips with a Ciſſers, and fo plead an Exemption 
from the Royal Juriſdiction , committing. all the 
Crimes they pleafe without fear of Puniſhment : 
The true Remedy for this is, to. put ſuch a ſtop to 
i: as is neceſſary, and not to. be ſatisfy'd with ha- 
ving this Exemption taken from all Clerks that ſhall 
Marry ; as alſo to have new Orders made about the 
Habit and Tonſure : Concerning which, the Cano- 
niſts have made ſtrange work, having made many 
Teſts as well as Falſhogds to paſs for current; Truths, 
W hen I ſpeak of the Canoniſts, I ſpeak as a Thiet 
of the Family, being, ſenſible of the Abuſes. which 
have been-authorized by them in the Church, ei- 


ther out of Ignorance, or. for ſome baſe End ;. for 


which reaſon, what I ſay of them ought to be the 
more regarded. There are three Remedies for this: 
The firſt is, That the. firſt Tonſure ſhall be of no 
advantage to any that are not actually employ*d in 
Divine Service, as has been ſaid. The ſecond. is, 
That the firk Tonſure ſhall never be given but- to- 


gether with the Order of Subdiaconate, which, 


fince the Time of Innocent the Third, for it was not 
ſo before, has been an holy Order, and that other - 
wiſe the Crown ſhall be of no benefit. The third 


is, That the firſt Tonſure ſhall be of no advantage 


to any, that are not Ordained to ſome holy Order 


within a year, as it is ſaid to be at Yenice ; the two 


firſt are the moſt proper Remedies, there being,no 
need of having more ſhaven Crowns, unleſs it be to 
increaſe Miſchiefs, to diſturb the Common-wealth, 
and to carry Cauſes and Money to Rome ;. what they 
drive at in this matter, being ne quoquo modo minua- 
tur Meſſis illa aurea ad quam Stratocles & Democlides 


ſeſe 


"6 5; 


the Conneil of T rene. 37 2; 


ſeſe mutuo invitare ſolebant, fic nempe joco Tribunal & 
Curiam appellare conſueverunt : But in caſe 1t cannot 
be thus remedied, as I do not believe it will, it not 
being a thing to be expected, that the Pope and his 
Officers ſhould ever give their Conſents to it. It 


| will then be convenient to let it remain as it is; 


and that the rather, becauſe Princes, upon their not 
having ſuffered the Council to remedy it, may re- 
medy it themſelves; for his Majeſty may, without 
any Scruple of Conſcience, redreſs it in his own 
Kingdoms, by puniſhing his Lay-Subjets ; for ſuch 
they are in reality, there being neither Law nor Rea- 
ſon for their being exempted from the Royal Juriſ- 
dition ; neither can they help themſelves by any 
thing that has been Ordained by rhe Church to 
which they do not belong, notwithſtanding all the 
Diſputes that have been about them betwixt the 
Eccleſiaſtical and Secular Jurifdiction. 

The 4th Chapter is extreamly prejudicial, and 
1s levelled chiefly at his Majeſty and his Kingdoms ; 
about which there are fo ancient and laudable Con- 
ſtitutions, Privileges, Inſtruments and Cuſtoms in 
Spain already, that the Legate cannot carry what 
he pretends to, without wronging, if not ſubverting 
all thoſe Conſtitutions, and all the Styles of the 
Councils and Chanceries, ſuch as the taking cogni- 
Jance of the Violences and Outrages committed by 


_ Eceleſiaſticks, and Baniſhing them the Kingdom, 


when they hinder the Royal Juriſdiction, or diſquiet 
and diſturb the Common-wealth, and commit hei- 
nous Crimes, and have none to puniſh them for 


them, or tranſgreſs the Orders of Madrid concern- 


ing the not beſtowing of Benefices and Penſions up- 
on Strangers, or for offending againſt any of the 
Pre-eminency of thoſe Kingdoms, &c. To aCt thus, 


being the Defence and Conſeryation of the King- 
D 3 doms, 
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doms, and the Rights thereof, andnot the uſing of 
Coercive Juriſdiction upon the Eccleſiaſtical Jurif- 
dition and Immunities. All which matters, if 1 
am not miſtaken, are thorowly handled in ſome 
Books I have compoſed here, which hereafter may 
be made publick. In which Cauſes we muſt he 
ſure to be always upon our guard with the Legate, 
who is certainly a grand Architect, having a ſtrange 
Faculty of ſeeming to give ſomerhing, when he gives 
nothing ; and of laying up Matter for Plea, which 
muſt hereafter help the Court of Rome to Money, 
which is the main End he drives at in this Refor- 
mation. 

- The 5th Chapter, which ſpeaks of the Immunity, 
ouzht likewiſe to be conſidered ; left, inſtead of re- 
medying what the Secular Juriſdiction -and Com- 
mon- wealth do at preſent ſuffer thereby, they, by 
ſeeming to yield ſomething, deſtroy all, by giving a 
Power to the Prelates to fend Laicks to their Pri- 
tons; and having taken cognizance of their Crimes, 
to joyn with the Secular Judge in puniſhing them. 
Now this 1s a fetch, no Man but the Legate could 
ever have dreamt of, What is pretended to, and 
defired in this matter, being that heinous Crimes 
may not be committed, without being puniſhed, by 
the Eccleſiaſticks, Secular and Regular, at every 
turn defending their Churches, and the Cri- 
minals that have fled to them, with Arms, and a 
thouſand other Methods. Now to put down San- 
ctuaries wholly, would appear too rigorous, conſi- 


_ dering the Derivation they have from the Law of 


God, or from the Cities of Refuge that were under 
the Old Teſtament ; or as Abalenſis well obſerves, 
that were at all Times, and in all Nations, that all 
might not be like the Laws of Draco, nothing but 
Blood. And St. 4nſtin in his Civitate Dei obſerves, 

T hat 


| 

| 

o 
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That when Rome was taken by the Chriſtians, that 
they offered no Violence to the Heathens, that had 
taken ſanQuary in the Churches. All this not- 
withſtanding, things are viſibly reduced to fuch a 

aſs, that ſome courſe muſt be taken to prevent the 
manifold Diſorders that flow from theſe immuni- 
ties, that ſo there may. be Puniſhments ; and that 
the Common-wealth may be preſerved in Peace, 
which is the end of Secular Magiſtrates : For which 
reaſon, the Emperor Tiberu, as Snetonis relates in 
his Life, was fo much offended at the manifold 
Crimes that were committed under the ſhelter of the 
Santuaries, which- were diſperſed all over 1taly, 


that he diffolved them all at once. 


We are now to ſee how the fore-mentioned In- 
conveniencies may be ſo remedied, that the Words 
of our Lord, My Houſe xs the Houſe of Prayer, but 
you bave made it a Den of Thieves, may not be veri- 
fied in this Caſe. It is no eaſie thing to find a re- 
medy for it ; but if Churches mutt {t1]] enjoy their 
Immunities, it will be neceflary that neither Secu- 
lars, nor Regulars, nor no Eccleſiaſtical Judges, 
fliall defend any Church or Offender, that 1s in it, 
with any other than Spiritual Arms, which are the 


__only Arms that belong to them; neither mult it be 
 lawfull for them to make any manner of reliſtance, 


or to lock their doors, or to give any other Impe- 
diment to the Secular Judges, whom they muſt re- 
[train by Religion, and not by Force : For, beſides 
the railing of Tumults, there are other Reaſons 
why it ſhould not be lawfull for Ecclefjaſticks to de- 
fend their Churches with Arms, as their not know- 
ing what they defend ; or whether the Caſe be ſuch 
as can claim SanQtuary ; : or whether the Secular 
Tudges may not lawfully take the Offender out ot tie 
Church, there beings Caſes wherein they may do it 
D 4 With- 
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without having recourſe ta, the Ecclefiaſticks, It 
ought farthermore to be declared, That no perſon 
guilty of Fore-thought Murther, 'Wounding, or 
any other ſuch Crime, is to have the benefit of a 


Sanftuary ; neither ought all:Churches, Monaſtries, 


and Chappels, to enjoy that privilege, but'only ſome 
particular Churches that ſhall be appointed. 

This is what 1 have to offer, at preſent, concern- 
ing the forefaid Chapters. As to winch, and every 
thing elſe, his Majzſty may Command what he fhall 
judge to be moſt convenient ; and whatfoever ſhall 


- appear ſo to your Lordſhip, will appear the ſame | 


to me : Nevertheleſs, there is one thing I will be 
poſitive in, which is, That we do but tire ourſelves 
here in vain, ſince without a Miracle nothing where- 
in the Pope and his Court have any Intereſts or Pre- 
tenfions, can be determined here, but to our great 
prejudice : For notwithſtanding they have in a man- 
ner cancelled all former Laws, and under a pretence 
of diſpenſing with them, have diſfipated them : They 


are not willing nevertheleſs, that there ſhould be any 


new Laws made againſt Abuſes, for fear of offering 


too much Violence to People's Conſcience ; or leſt. 


that aſter they. are made, Secular Princes ſhould ob- 
lige them to obſerve them. Of the truth of all that 


has been faid, what has pafled concerning the Ex- . 


emption of Chapters, which ought to have been 

quite taken away, that ſo there might be ſomething 

of Order and Diſcipline ; and that they who are the 

Head, ſhould not be made the Feet, is a ſufficient 

Evidence. Which Decree of the Council will be in- 

terpreted by the Rota, not to comprehend any 

Chapters that enjoy an Immemorial Preſcription , 

or that were exempted at the Eretion of the Church, 
or that were defending their being exempted at the 
Court of Rome, at the time when that Decree was 

| pronounced : 


on 
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pronqunced : By which Exceptions the .IDecree is 


laid flat 'upon .the ground, [being nothing, in truth, 


but a matter of Money and Law-ſuits ; for the Chap» 
ters upon a bare Allegation -of any of thoſe things, 
without any manner of proof, will be protected by 
that Court ; and ſuch of them as were never in the 
ſolid poſſeſſion of any ſuch Exemption, fhall give the 
Biſhops trouble enough, if they ſhall offer to call 
them in queſtion. God knows how ſenſible 1 was 
of this, and of what was moſt convenient to have 
been put into this Decree ; which, as your Lordſhi 

may remember, was, that all thoſe Evaſions ſhou 

have been pulled up by the roots, that ſo no Gate 
might have been left open for tricks ; for I would 
fain know why Preſcription, Immemorial Poſſeſſion 
and Ereftions, ſhould hinder the Church, or the 
Legiſlator, from reforming Abuſes, and from doing 


what is moſt expedient for the Common-wealth : 


For, from the time that Abuſes may be defended 
by Immemorial Cuſtom, a door is ſhut againſt all 
Remedies for the future, and all Sins may plead 
Preſcription. In a word ; the Legates acted in this, 
as they do in every thing elſe; that is, they would 
not ſuffer the Court of Rome to be deprived of ſa 
great a profit ; and for that reaſon did, according 
to their Cuſtom, favour the Chapters againſt the 
Biſhops ; pretending, as an Auditor of the Camara, 
who is ſince made a Cardinal, ſaid once publickly, 
That the Honour of the Apoſtolical See was ſup- 


ported by the Chapters. Your Lordſhip may ſee 


by this how well they know what they do, and 
what likelihood there 1s of having any thing redreſ- 
ſed here. I have ſent your Lordſhip a Memorial of 
the Council of Cafti/e, which was made before this 
Council was called ; as alſo the Pragmatica of Ma- 
drid ; Which orders no Benefices or Penſions to be 
OR | beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon Strangers, with ſeveral other things. 
This Memorial was put into my hands by the 
Council, and I ſent it with another as big or bigger 
ro his Majeſty-in the Year 1545. 

Vainly imagining at that time that ſomething 
might have been done in earneſt at Trent, and that 
the time of our redemption was come ; but ſince 
it would now only trouble your Lordſhip to read 


it, 1 forbear to ſend it to you, but ſhall cite Things 
out of it as there ſhall be occaſion, being prepared 


whenever your Lordſhip ſhall command it, and 
there ſhall appear any hopes of its doing any good, 


- to write a Book upon the ſame Subject, it it ſhall 


be thought neceſlary. | 

There-is one thing I am always poſitive in; which 
is, That whatſoever Spain is in poſſeſſion of, and 
doth juſtly defend, that ſhe ought not to ſuffer it to 
be called in queſtion, nor ſeek to have it granted by 
the Council, no not though it were free, and much 
lefs from ſuch a Council as this; for it is our buſj- 
neſs to be always Defendants, and not Plaintiffs, 
and eſpecially conſidering how things are carried 
here, where It is plain the Pope and his Miniſters 
will carry whatever they have a mind to, though 
never ſo much to our prejudice. This is what I have 
always faid and adviſed. 

Your Lordſhip will fee by this, that the firſt 
Chapter of the Memorial that was delivered to the 
Legate, relating to Benefices, with Cure, was not 
well weighed, it being prejudicial to Spain, which 
ought to keep it ſelf upon the Defenſive. Whoever 
he was that drew up that Memorial, was not 
throughly acquainted with thefe Affairs, as appears 
by his having faid that the Rule of Language ought 
fo be obſerved, as if that were the whole buſineſs 
or the ſole Reaſon why Benefices ſhould be beſtowed 

only 


the Council of Trent. 4} 


only on the Natives: Whereas, in truth, it 1s an Infti- 
tution founded on Divine, Natural, and Humane 
Juſtice; that as to all forts of Benefices, the Nati- 
ves ought to be preferred to Strangers, notwith- 
ſtanding they do underſtand the Language, which 
beſides ancient Cuſtom, has ſeveral Grants to con- 
firmit. This, with ſeveral other Preſcriptions for 
the obviating of Frauds, ſhall at ſome time or other, 
be publiſhed in the Books which I have writ con- 
cerning theſe Aﬀairs ; the laſt of which are in de- 
fence of the ſaid Pragmatica; the firſt confirming it 
by the Common Law of Nations, and the ſecond 
by the Municipal Laws of Spazr. 

This is all 1 ſhall ſay of Reformation, and as to 
their way of handling Doctrines, I have a great 
deal to fay of it; I gave your Lordſhip ſome time 
ago an account of the Legate's Condud here, but 
I have now ſome thing to add: It troubles one to 
ſee how thoſe matters are managed and determined 
here, the Legate doing whatever he has a mind to, 
without either numbering or weighing the Opinions 


of the Divines and Prelates, hurrying and reſerving 


the ſubſtance of things, which ought to have been 
well weighed and digeſted to the laſt Minute, the 
Major part not knowing what they are a doing, 
I mean before the fact; for believing that Chritt 
will not ſuffer them to Errin their Determinations, 
I ſhall bow down my head to them, and believe all 
the Matters of Faith that ſhall be decided by them; I 
pray God every body elſe may do the fame: But what 
1s chiefly to be noted, is, That the Eminent Divines 
that are ſent hither by his Majeſty, namely the 
Dean and Profeſſors of Lovain, Perſons ſo famous 
for Learning and Piety, are never called to the 
making of the Canons and Doctrines, nor ſuttered 
to ſee, whether oe be any thing zmiſs in them. 


this. 
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This is a great fault, and is much complained of, 
_ to the great diſcredit of all they do, a great many 
taking occaſion from thence to have no great regard 
for their Decrees, fearing they may hereafter mini- 
ſter Matter to Controverſies. 


It is neceſſary his Majeſty ſhould write warmly 


concerning this matter to his Ambaflador, namely 
Don Franciſco, commanding him to concern himſelf 
earneſtly therein ;' for it is a thame that things ſhould 


be carried thus, and ſuch great and eminent Divines | 
ſhould be brought from the end of the World, only 


to Diſpute one hour in a Selſion without being ever 
fo much as thought of after that is over; whereas 
when Matters of Faith are to be determined, they 


ought to be examined with great Application, and 
people ought to tremble when they are about to de- | 


fine new Articles, or to declare ſuch as have formerly 
been determined by the Church,;and not to paſs them 
_ as they do in a hurry; the Pope's Miniſters being for 
making Articles of Faith of divers Diſputable Opi- 
 nions, and againſt declaring other things which 
would be of great Moment, in remedying the Abu- 
ſes which are crept into the Aminiſtration of the 
Sacraments: As to all which, the Pope and his 

Miniſters are, for the fore-mentioned and other Ends, 
continually upon their guard; and they having got 
the Managery and Authority of the Council intirely 
into their hands, do reckon they have got a great 
prize in Carrying things as they do: So that if God 
do's not by ſome extraordinary Ways provide for 
his Church, there is no hopes left of ever ſeeing it 
either united or reformed; for what was it but ſuch 
doings as theſe, and the taking no care to reform in- 
numerable Abuſcs, that has deſtroy'd ſo many Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms; and it is Juſtly to be feared, 
that what is done in this Council, may endanger 


> "the . 


So. 
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the deſtroying; of- the: reſt. But that the. Church 
ſhould: be. reduced to. this eſtate, and that- Hereſies 
ſhould; ſo much prevaij, is the accompliſhment of 
what St. Paul ſaith in the 2d Chapter of his 2d Epiſh, 
to. the T beſſalonians3 Unleſs a Departure come firſt &Cc. 
Which words are applied expreſsly by St. Anſeln 
and others to the Church of Rome, on account of 


the, foxe-mentioned Vices and Abuſes, which we 
now ſee by Experience: which Text, though it has 


other-Interpretations; may God beſtow-better things 
on- us-than-we deſerve, The Legate-runs on, pre- 
cipitating. things as:I writ your Lordſhip formerly, 
whoſe deſign at preſent is to finiſh what remains of the 
Sacrifice of the Maſs, and of the Sacrament of Order, 
in the Seſſion of Faruary ; intending in two Seſſions 
more to conclude the whole buſineſs, diſpatching that 
of Matrimony in the-firſt; and in the ſecond that of 
Images, the Veneration of Saints, the Monaſtical 
Vows, and I do-not know what other things, and 
ſo conclude. | 

I haye it from a, good hand, that four days ago: 
he-received a Letter from Cardinal Maffeins, who 
ſent, him word that the Council would be ſhut upin 


May, and that he needed not therefore to lay in pro- 


viſions for any longer time. Your Lordſhip may 
be pleaſed to Joyn this to what: has formerly been 
written to you, to the ſame purpoſe. I muſt tell 
you farther, that this Council drawing ſo near an 
end, Is what all people rejoyce at here exceedingly 
there being a great many whowiſh it had never met; 
and for my own part, I would to God it had never 
been called, for 1 am miſtaken, if it do not leave 


things worſe than it found them. 


The Report of the Naturalization, ſent by the 
King of France to the Legate with 6000 Ducats, 


is true; for the Legate himſelf has talked of it, 


boaſting 
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boaſting of the eſteem he is in with Princes, and 
fighting the Naturalization was ſent to him by his 
Majeſty, which he was heard to ſay was a thing of 
no value. Your Lordſhip may ſee by this how 
g00d an Imperialiſt he is, and how likely It is that 
he will favour France in the Treaties which are 
now on foot; I pray God theſe things may end well; 
and that after having been at fo much charge, we 
be not intangled in new Troubles I fend your Lord- 
ſhip the corrupt Canons of Reformation; but for 
thoſe relating to DoQrines, I do not know whether 
you can have them, having been told by one of the 
Deputies, that it is not poſſible to get a Copy of 
them from the Secretary of the Council : which 
makes us believe they are firſt to beſent to the Pope 
to be conſidered on, upon the account I acquainted 
you with, in a former Letter. So ſoon as I can have 
them, they ſhall be ſent to your Lordſhip, who, I 
am ſenſible, is very deſirous to be acquzinted with 

every thing that paſſeth here: Your Lordſhip does 
well in letting no body know that I inform you of 
theſe matters, it not being my intention therein to 

take any body's Office from him, but only to ſerve 

your Lord{hip, as I am bound to do: And fo, at 

this time, I write to no body but your Lordſhip 

and Secretary Yargas, leaving others to the Embaſ- 

fador's Diſpatches. May our Lord preſerve your 

Lordſhip*'s moſt Iluſtrious and Reverend Perſon, 

and profper your State for.many years, as I deſire. 


From Trent the Ds 
6th Sf Novem. I kijs your Lordjhip's Hands. 


ber, 1551. Dottor Vargas. 


Dr. Var- 
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Dr.Vargas's Letter of the 2 6thof Novem- 
ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


HE reaſon why I inlarged fo much in my for- 
mer, was, that I might comply with my Du- 

ty, in informing iyour Lordſhip of all that paſfſeth 
here ; what at preſent offers, 1s, that matters of 
Dottrine are ſtrangely precipitated z in not being | 
examined as they ought, as I have writ formerly, \} 
the eminent Divines that are here not being ſuffe- 124 
red to: have any hand in them. 1:0 
The Decrees of Doctrine were not finiſhed till the 
Night before the Seſſion, ſo that a great many Bi- 
| ſhops gave their Flacets, to what they neither did, 
nor could underſtand ; the Divines of Zovain and | 
Cologn, who came hither with their EleCtor, as al- | 
ſo ſome Spaniſh Divines, being much dillatisfy*d with 
ſeveral of thoſe matters, have publickly declared 
they were ſo; Don Franciſco and I having had ſome 
Diſcourſe about it, it was thought fit that I ſhould 4; 
ſpeak to the Eleftor of Cologn, to learn how it was. = 
I did fo, and was told by the EleCtor, that it was F1 
very true, and that if-the Legates went on handling TH 
and determining Doctrines after ſuch a manner, they _ | 
would probably have Catholicks as well as Lutherans F2 
for their Adverſaries. I deſired that theſe things a 
might not be made publick, and that he. would take 
care to prevent the like for the future, defiring him 
to ſend his Majeſty an Account of what had happen- 

_ ed; he promiſed to Go fo, and to treat with the Em- 
baſſadour and me about all Aﬀeirs; adding, that not- - 
withſtanding his Divines were impatient to be gone, z 
and for having him with them ; that he would not 
do | z 
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do it without having firſt obtained leave of his Ma- 
wells. 

The buſineſs of a Reformation proceeds ſo at pre- 
ſent} that/it is:not poſlible-it ſhould'go worle, fo that 
all we do here is to ſpend time to no purpoſe, unleſs, 
- it be to reduce Germany. to: a worſe eftate than it 
was in. before. | 

Don Frauciſco. has. told me ſomething of. Dr. Ca- 
ns having ſpoke. with-the:Divines of- Lovan, who 
have ſince. been: obſerved:to be: more tractable than 
they were; ſo far as I.can underſtand,.- this 1s a very 
bad bufineG, and. ſhould things of this nature come 
once to be ſo.publick, that Inſtances-might be given 
thereof in particular Caſes,, it muſt totally ruine the 
Credit of all- that has,. or. ſhall be done here, and 
muſt hinder. the Council, from ever: being. received 
either in Flanders or Germany. Pray. ſee what oc- 
caſions the Pope and his Miniſters . give,. and. how 
well they deſerve.to go to the-bottom, and we along 
with them. 

Some are of Opinion, that the Legate's deſign in 
putting things oft thus to the laſt, is, that there 
may be no time left for a.Reformation ; but I am 
apt to think they are miſtaken, for though: it is moſt 
certain, that a Reformation is a thing that makes 
the Legate ſtark mad, nevertheleſs I conceive they 
have a farther deſign, in. their ordaining. and de- 


creeing DoCtrines ſo, which is, that they may have the 


better opportunity to ſhuffle their own Pretenfions 
Info them, as alſo to avoid the declaring and eſta- 
bliſhing other neceflary . Matters ; for though it is 
only 1n ſuch things, that we ſay the Holy Ghoſt af- 
fiſts them, fo as not to ſuffer them to err, they do 
not care for meddling with them. _ ” 
_ If I ſhould bur allow my elf time, and liberty to 
make Remarks upon all that has been done here, I 
could 
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could diſcover abundance of things, and particular- 
ly, what it is the Legates do drive. at ; but fjnce 
the doing thereof is not very neceſſary, becauſe your 
Lordſhip, e're long will ſee it very plain, and I my 
ſelf am ſomething ſcrupulous I ſhall ſay no more. 

As to the mighty freedom the Council injoys, 


your Lordſhip is tro know, that the Legate having 


propoſed the Canons of Reformation in the laſt 
Congregation, and being very earneſt for the paſſing 
of one, which would have clearly approved of the 
moſt ' pernicious abuſe of Commendams , which 
have hitherto been authorized only by the Igno- 
rance, and I do not know what, of Gratzian, and the 
Canoniſts, ſeveral of the Prelates declared how 
much they were diſlatisfy*'d therewith, and among 
others, the Biſhop of Verdun, who is a good pious 
Man, ſaid, That this would be an unprofitable Re- 
formation, and both unworthy of the Synod, and 
unſuitable to the Exigencies of the Times, Com- 
mendams being the great devourers of the Eccleſj- 


aſtical Revenues, calling it farther, 4 pretended Re- 


formation ; the Legate having treaſured all this up, 
fell upon him afterwards with very rude Language, 
and which was contrary to'that Regard and Liber. 
ty, which, f Diis placet, the Council ought to in- 
joy; calling him a Boy, an impudent raw Man, 


| with a great many-other hard names, neither would 


he ſuffer him to offer one word in his own defence, 
telling him with great heat, that he knew how to 
have him chaſtifed, and fo the Biſhop remain'd as if 
he had ſpoke ſome horrid Blaſphemy againft God, 


no body, Don Franciſco happening to be abſent, of- 


fering or daring to ſpeak one word in his favour. 
A great many, but eſpecially the EleZtors, are 
much ſcandalized at this Behaviour; he of Cologne, 


when he ſpoke to me of it, told me a great deal 
mores 
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more to the ſame purpoſe, and by what T hear 
commonly diſcourſed among them, it is not- unlike- 
ly that the Prelates may at ſome time or other come 
to break with the Legate, for I am told, they ſay 
already, that rhere is no more of a Council than the 
| Legate is pleaſed to allow. 

By what | have ſaid in this and my former, it js 
eaſje to perceive, how necellary It is that his Maje- 
ſty ſhould apply himfelf, with all poſſible warmth 
and expedition to oblige the Pope and his Miniſters 
to take other Meaſures; and to mind a Reformati- 
on as: they cught to doz. that ſo the tricks which 
we may otherwiſe expe(t_ to meet with in the next 
Seſſion may be prevented, and that what has coſt his 
Majeſty fo much to ſuppott, may not come to no- ' 
thing, which his Majeſty, through the Iniquity of 
the Times, the Heat of the War, and for the ſake 
of the Pope's Friendthip, and ſeveral other cauſes, is 
deeply concerned to look after. 

It is really a matter -of amazement, to ſee how 
things appertaining fo: God are handled here, and 
that there ſhould not be one to contend for him, or 
that hath the Courage to ſpeak in his behalf; but 
that we ſhould be all Canes mat, non valentes latrare, 
and look on and ſuffer the Miſeries of the Church 
to become incurable, and Germany to be quite loſt, 
Abuſes to be authorized, .and his Majeſty to be thus 
diſhonoured after he has been at ſo much pains, and 
has made uſe of all his Power, and has made pro- 
miſes to procure a Reformation by a free Council, 
whereas the Authority not only of this, but of all 
Councils for the future, is utterly deſtroy'd : If I 
ſhould not complain of this, and take care frequent- 
1y to repreſent jt, I ſhould neither be a Chriſtian 
nor do my Duty to my Prince, I, thanks be to God 
for it, and the whole World being fenſible of the - 
| Sincerity 
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Sincerity of - his Majeſty's Endeavours in this affair, 
and of his not having been wanting on his part, to 


reduce all people. to- their Duties to the Publick. 


I pray God proſper his Endeavours, that fo this 
blind Generation of people may be brought to re- 
pent, and to be wiſe at laſt. Res > 

When any thing more hall offer, and I ſhall be 
fatisfy'd that there is no remedy to be expected 
here, L ſhall then adviſe what I ſhall judge to be 
moſt convenient, which I ſhall deferr till that 
nn 


Afﬀairs do look ſo very 111 here, that for the fu- 


ture I could with that his Majeſty's Name and Au- 


thority might be made uſe of in this place, as ſpa- 


ringly as it is poſſible ; and that it be never done, 
but when there is an extream neceſſity tor it : For 


there do: not want other ways whereby his Miniſters 


may oblige the Legate and Prelates that are here to 
do what is convenient, without telling them that his 


Majeſty commands it; I leave this with your Lord- 


ſhip, to judge whether there is not ſomething in 
It, | | 

As to the Reformation they are now hammering 
upon ; all that I ſhall ay of it, is, That in being ex- 
treamly prejudicial to, and unhappy for us, it will 
be much- for the advantage of the Court of Rome, 
which will be ſure to value it ſelf upon tricks; ſo 
that nothing ſhall be done, but what ſhall ſerve to 
create Law-ſuits, and to confirm Abuſes: Such as 
the continuing of Titular Biſhops, whom they 
ought to abolith ; for belides the miſchiefs they do, 


the creation of ſuch is contrary to the Canons. 


they heing much the fame with the Choro-eprſcops, 
who were, anciently taken away by Pope Damaſus ; 
as alſo the continuing of Conſervatories, which are 


the bane of the World ; and which do ſo much di- 
- E 2 ſturt 


0. SU NV a ae ani Bon AA <7 rs _ _ 
. 
Py - 
- 5 = 24 


An. ado. ado as PE" 
a 
4 Foners”? F CO) 
4 4 I, — * 


IET7 5p 
Noa 40 Lg duc 6 4 Þ x 
WY SOS ode or Ce ay tee be Sas; EO age Ps EONS SI 


—_— Ae. ODE k 


Rs Ee ON LEES 26/1 BOY , 
EE 1 CE IO Ty . 
CO SENSE AMORE A} ge; ! cath pe ORD Of 99". 
K be. 
o - W9 Tr A 2 , 


— as 7 Aliant _ 2 YET 


52 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 


urb the Peace of the Common-wealth, by occafio- 
ning frequent Diſputes about Juriſdictions, to the 
ſpending of vaſt Surrms of Money : But for the 
ſame Reaſons for which Abuſes ought to be aboli- 
ſhed, they take care to eſtabliſh them, and after 


ſuch a manner as is moſt for their advantage. I 


do pray heartily that our Lord would be pleaſed to 
remove theſe and all other ſuch Abuſes, ſince we 
are fallen into ſuch Times; that though we had 
ſome hopes given us of having them redreffed , yet 


through the Legate's carrying what-ever he has a 


mind to, thoſe hopes are now all vaniſhed. 
The Article of Reſerved Caſes in matters of Do- 


Qtrine, is a thing I could fay a great deal more of, 
than | am willing to write. May God remedy 
things, and preſerve and proſper your moſt Illuſtri- 


- ous Perſon and State for many years, as I deſire. 


From Trent the I kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
26th of Novem- 
ber, 1551. Dottor Vargas. 


LLOY 
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Dr.Vargas's Letter of the 2 8th of Novem- 
| ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras, 


Moſt lluſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


N a Letter I writ to your Lordſhip two days a- 


go, I gave you an account of what had paſſed 
here concerning ſome Matters of Dodrine with 
the Divines of Lovain and Colgne ; that buſineſs 
has put all things here into a terrible Confuſion : 
The Legate, though he do's all he can to difſerble 
it, being in great diforder about it ; for he muſt have 


no Eyes, if he do's not fee what he has done; and 


into 


this; which if cloſely and warm/y purſued, may be 
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into how great a Confuſion he has brought things 
by his Violence, which very well deſerves to be cal- 
led by another name. - 

This, as 1 intimated in my laſt was the Cauſe 
why he would not conſent to the giving out of any 
Copies of thoſe Do. rines and Canons, having been 
adviſed by Do» Franciſco not to do it, untill ſuch 
time as the buſineſs was made up, and quieted; and 
the Legate himfelf now wiſheth that they were cor- 
reed as to ſome particulars: both which things 


_ are worth obſerving. | 
Yeſterday, and the day before, the Legate ſent 


for the Divines to fatisfie them, and to put an End 


fo this buſineſs ; I «m of opinion it will be patched 
up, though not ſo, but that a ſcarr will ſtill remain; 
neither will it be poſſible to prevent its taking Air, 
ſo far as not to furniſh the Hereticks with a great 


deal of diſcourſe. 
This, as indeed every thing elſe that is done here, 


furniſheth his Majeſty, in my judgment, with a fair 


opportunity of repreſenting Matters nakedly, and as 
they are, to the Pope; together with the great In- 
conveniencies which muſt neceſjarily attend, their 
not taking other Courſes in all matters than they 
have done hitherto : For if he be governed by Rea- 
ſon, it is not poſſible, but that this buſineſs muſt 
have had ſome effet upon him ; and I am apt to 


- think, that God permitted this on purpoſe to make 


them aſhamed, in order to the opening of their Eyes; 


according to what is ſaid in the Pſalms, Imple facies 


eorum ignominia, ut quarant nomen tuum : |} pray 
God they may once begin to underſtand ; though, 
for my own part, as I have always faid, it is more 
than 1 exped&, if it is not done by a Miracie. His Ma- 
jeſty muſt by no means loſe ſuch an opportunity as 
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of great advantage. The Legate being fetifible 
thereof, told Don Franciſco yeſterday, when he fpoke 
to him, that he would give ſome new Orders about 
the Divines, - and that for the future they ſhould 
be fill conſulted with and employ'd on ali fuch Oc- 
Ccafions; and I do not doubt, but that in order to 
help himſelf out of the difficultics he 1s at preſent 
intangled in, he will do ſomething to ſweeten them, 
I ſhall not fail to adviſe your Lordſhip of all that 
ſhall occur. Our Lord 'preſerve and proſper your 
moſt [lluſtrious Perſon and State for many-years, as 
I delire.,;- 


From Trent the T kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
28th of Novern- 
ber, 1551. p Doftor Vargas. 


P.S. The Legate reports that the Aﬀairs of 
Germany are:turning againſt his Majeſty ; and that 
the Army which was before Magdeburg is now on 
its March towards France ; reporting likewiſe, I do 
not know what other Stories of Maurice, and of 
the Embaſſies. 

I cannot tell what to pray for, but that God 
would do better for us than ſome people with. I 
do not believe a word of all this News ; and for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe they report it. 
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The following Paper is a Note writ with 
Var gas S oN Hand ; but without bu 


Name, or any Date Wu - 


\ X T Hat I writ to your Lordſhip on the 1ſt In- 


ſtant, I ſpoke of the other day to Don Fran- 
ciſco , and of the Caution and Secrecy wherewith It 
ought to be managed ; and that in order to adviſe 
his Majeſty thereof, we ought, doing it with con- 
ventent ſecrecy, to inform our ſelves concerning that 
affair by the three Deputies, the Archbithop of Sa- 
zar, the Archbiſhop of Granada, and the Biſhop of 
Guadix ; who being ſpoke to, ſaid the ſame I had 


writ to your Lordſhip: And whereas Don Tranciſco 
did theretpon intend to hare ſpoke craftily to the 
Leeate, to hear what he ſaid of it, that he might 


be able to give his Majeſty the fuller Information 
thereof : I difſuaded him vehemently from doing it, 
on account of the Inconveniencies that might at- 
tend jts being talked of, before we knew his Maje- 
ſty's mind about it: I do ſuppoſe he has done fo, 


_ and has writ to his Majeſty concerning it, that be- 


ing undoubtedly the beſt courſe in matters of fo 
great moment. The importance of this being ſuch, 
that thorow it, and the great unhappineſs 'of the 
Times, and Atfairs being on ſuch terms as they are, 
and the Councils being fo debilitated as to have no- 
thing of ſtrength in it; ſo far as I am able to di- 
vine, there will be no remedy either for what is 
paſt, or for, what is to come, if God do's not put 
his immediate Hand to it, and convert the Hearts 
of thoſe People, which, as I have often ſaid, is a 
thing I haye no hopes at all of ; becaule 1 do not 
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lee how it can be done by any other way than by a 


Miracle. Now if it ſhould not be thought expedi- 


ent for to make uſe of this at preſent, as indeed con- 


ſidering how things ſtand, it do's not ſeem to be; 


ir may then be laid up for another time, when it 
may be of ſome advantage ; for however there may 


be ſome, who, to ſatisfie their Conſciences, ſo far 


as is convenient, will write thereof ; yet it will be 
done fo, as to defend its Truth, without taking any 
notice of the miſchief that may follow thereon, 

I have likewiſe acquainted Don Fraxciſco with 
what the EleQtor of Cologne told me of their having 
correted and ſupply*d ſeveral Dottrines, where- 
with his Divines, and thoſe of Lovain, had found 
fault; and how though it appeared to him a very 
111 buſineſs that they ſhould have given occaſion to 
the doing of any ſuch thing ; nevertheleſs, ſince it 


| had been done, to correct it was the leſſer Evil : 


Whereupon Dox Franciſco made the Deputies exa- 
mine the Doctrines; which after they had done, 
two of them, viz Sazar and Guadix, found two 
other paſſages added in conformity of what che Ele- 
tor had told me, the Archbiſhop of Granada being 
in that matter of another Opinion. Don Franciſco 
muſt, I believe, have writ at large concerning this ; 
which, let it be as it will, is a very bad buſineſs ; 
and being underſtood to be fo by the Electors, I do 

not know what may be the conſequence thereof. 
Don Franciſco has writ an account likewiſe of the 
Elettors; that is, 1entz and Triers talking of lea- 
ving this place, and of the Fears Mentz is poſſefled 
with ; this is a thing his Majeſty is concerned to 
take care of : Since if they go away, it will put an 
End to all. To this I offered two Things : the One 
was, That I had ſpoke and writ alſo to your Lord- 
ſhip of this pretence of Mentz's, before there was 
| any 
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any ſign of any Tumults in Germany ; he having faid 
before that, That ſince the French did not come to 
the Council, it ought to be ſuſpended. T he Other 
= was, That I did not doubt of the Legate's having 
> been the firſt Mover in this, who takes care to fill 
ZX Mentz with Fears, and to confirm them in him; 
[EZ the chief Reaſons that are given by the one and the 
[3 other being the ſame ; ſo that I do verily believe, 
=Z* that what-ever Mentz faith concerning the Council, 
:js what the Legate has put into his head, excepting 
"what relates to a Reformation, wherein he agrees 
| Fwith the reſt: Your Lordſhip muſt conſider what 
3s fit to þe done in a matter of ſo great impor- 
Fance. 
ind & T could never learn what the Doctrines were 
* that were changed and corrected by the Legate 
* upon the German Divines, contradicting them af- 
* ter they had been Enacted by the Council : 
# Which, change and corretion, though it was 
never lp to any Proteſtant, fo far as I can 
learn g, F now that theſe Letters have diſco- 
zvered nevertheleſs, it muſt neceſſarily have 
alwa | the ſame effect on the Roman Catho. 
lick ow of it, that it has now upon Pro- 
tel hich is, That General Councils are 
1 te in their Determinations of Do- 
Felſe, that the Convention of Trent, 
ees were altered for being Erroneous, 
have been a General Council, 
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ice how it can be done by any other way than by a 


Miracle. Now if it ſhould not be thought expedi- 


ent for to make uſe of this at preſent, as indeed con- 
fidering how things ſtand, it do's not ſeem to be; 
it may then be laid up for another time, when it 


may be of ſome advantage ; for however there may 
' be ſome, who, to ſatisfie their Conſciences, ſo far 


as is convenient, will write thereof ; yet it will be 
done fo, as to defend its Truth, without taking any 
notice of the miſchief that may follow thereon, 

I have likewiſe acquainted Don Fraxciſco with 
what the EleQtor of Cologne told me of their having 
correted and ſupply*d ſeveral Dottrines, where- 
with his Divines, and thoſe of Lovain, had found 
fault; and how though it appeared to him a very 
111 buſineſs that they ſhould have given occaſion to 
the doing of any ſuch thing ; nevertheleſs, ſince it 
had been done, to correct it was the leſſer Evil : 
Whereupon Dox Franciſco made the Deputies exa- 
mine the Doctrines; which after they had done, 
two of them, viz Sazar and Guadix, found two 
other paſlages added in conformity of what the Ele- 
tor had told me, the Archbiſhop of Granada being 
in that matter of another Opinion. Dox Franciſco 
muſt, I believe, have writ at large concerning this ; 
which, let it be as it will, is a very bad buſineſs ; 
and being underſtood ro be fo by the Elettors, I do 
not know what may be the conſequence thereof. 

Don Franciſco has writ an account likewiſe of the 
EleCtors; that is, 1entz and Triers talking of lea- 
ving this place, and of the Fears Mentz is poſſefled 
with ; this is a thing his Majeſty is concerned to 
take care of : Since if they go away, it will put an 
End to all. To this I offered two Things : the One 
was, That I had ſpoke and writ alſo to your Lord- 
ſhip of this pretence of Mentz's, before there was 
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any ſign of any Tumults in Germany ; he having faid 
before that, That ſince the French did not come to 
the Council, it ought to be ſuſpended. T he Other 
was, That I did not doubt of the Legate's having 
been the firſt Mover in this, who takes care to fill 
Mentz with Fears, and to confirm them in him ; 
the chief Reaſons that are given by the one and the 
other being the ſame ; ſo that I do verily believe, 
that what-ever Mentz faith concerning the Council, 
is what the Legate has pur into his head, excepting 
what relates to a Reformation, wherein he agrees 
with the reſt: Your Lordſhip muſt conſider what 
js fit to be done in a matter of ſo great impor- 


tance. 


« T could never learn what the DoCtrines were 
* that were changed and corrected by the Legate 
* upon the German Divines, contradicting them af. 
* ter they had been Enacted by the Council : 
* Which change and corretion, though it was 
&« never known to any Proteſtant, ſo far as I can 
** learn, untill now that theſe Letters have diſco. 
« yered it ; nevertheleſs, it muſt neceflarily have 
*« always had the ſame effect on the Roman Catho. 
« licks that know of it, that it has now upon Pro- 
* teſtants; which is, That General Councils are 
« either fallible in their Determinations of Do- 
« QArines; or elſe, that the Convention of Trent, 
*© whoſe Decrees were altered for being Erroneous, 
** muſt not have been a General Council, 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 7th of Decem. 


ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 
T NON Franciſco has acquainted your Lordſhip 
with what paſſed here concerning the Powers 
and Inſtructions of the Envoys of the Duke of ir- 
tenbourg, and thoſe of Strasbourg, and the other Ci- 
ties ; of all which he has ſent you a Copy : And has 


_ given you an account likewiſe of the Legate's Pre- 
tenſions, and of what paſſed betwixt them ; as alſo 
_ of what I faid on that occaſion to the Legate, who, 


I am fenſible, abhorrs the Coming and the Con- 
greſs of the Proteſtants ; and if I am not deceived, 
will raiſe all the Difficulties he is able for to hinder 
1 Þ | 
W hat the Legate pretends, is, That in confor- 
mity of what has been concluded in the Diets , 
and which though it had never been promiſed, would 
have been in it ſelf reaſonable : The. Proteſtants, be- 
fore they are admitted into the-Councl, ought by 


. an. expreſs Act to ſubmit themſelves to it, and to 
that End . ought for to have other Powers ; thoſe 
-Which have been exhibited, by them, not-being to be 


endured, beth for the ſaid Reaſon, as alſo on the 


account of ſome Clauſes that are in them ; namely, 


that where. it is ſaid, Ju eo compareant, deliberent &- 
concludant indiftum hoc Concilium ( prout multis jam 
babitis imperii Comitiis decretum eſt ) libere, legitime 
& Chriſtiane celebretur : And where it is ſaid, Re- 
formationes tam ſpiritualium quam ſecularium inſtitu- 
antur : And where it is ſaid at laſt, Denique alia om- 


na faciant. &- omittant, que nos tpſr facere as omit- 


ere 
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tere poſſemus & debemus, idque ſecundum inſtrud io- 


mem quam 4 nebis praſcriptam habent : And where 


it is ſaid, Lnodcungue autem Conſitiaria noftri ſupra- 
dicti noſtro nomine ſic agere aut perficere juverint 4d 
firmum ratumque babebimus, &c. 

Now what I have to offer, and did in etfect fay 
to Don Franciſco, and afterwards to the Legate, con- 
cerning this Affair, is, That a matter of fo great 
moinent ought not to be precipitated, without ha- 
ving firſt given an account thereof to his Majeſty, 
that ſo he may order it, as he ſhall judge to be moſt 
convenient z and ſhall Ggnifie to us, what the Duke, 
and the others, have promiſed in and out of the Di- 
ets ; and whether the Powers that are fent by them 
do agree with rheir Promiſes; or whether they are 
obliged to fend others, and by an exprefs Act to ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Council. Furthermore, that 
his Majelty may ſee whether by what has been con- 
cluded in the Diets, and promiſed by the Princes, 
he can juſtifie his compelling them in due time to 
accept of the Council, and of what ſhall be deter- 
mined therein ; but ſo,that That obligation may con- 
tinue, though he does not urge them to do it in this 
place.. Neither can it be truly faid, that their Pow- 
ers, and the Propoſitions which have been made by 
them, are contrary to the Synod ; ſmce, in fadt, they 
do ſeem to approve of it, and fubmit to it, rather 
than impugne it ; notwithſtanding their having put 
in ſome Clauſes, which may hereafter ferve for Sub- 
terfuges. | 

It is furthermore to be conſidered, That it is one 
thing to admit Catholicks, who muſt come qualify'd 
as ſuch z and another to admit #ereticks, to whom 
the Council and his Majeſty have granted a fafe 
Conduct: Who coming, ftaying , and going back 
Hereticks, may treat and ſpeak their Minds ireely ; 

as 
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25 the Bohemians, who returned home without co- 
ming to a concluſion, did in the Council of Bajil, 
which afterwards ſent Legates to treat with them, 
So that ſuch of the Proteſtants as have not either in 
or out of the Diets obliged themſelves to ſubmit to 
the Council, cannot be directly or indireftly com- 

lled to do it, without violating the fafe Conduct, 


and the ſecurity that has been given, for to ſay what 


they pleaſe, concerning their Opinions and Errors, 
without being puniſhed for it: For to tell them that 
they muſt firſt acknowledge the Council to be law- 
full, is, in effect, to bid them begone, and to tel! 


' the reſt that they are not to come hither. 


Furthermore, Though it is but juſt, that all law- 
full means ſhould be uſed to bring them to ſubmit 


| themſelves to the Council in all things ; neverthe. 


fs, if they will not do it, they cannot, if not other- 
wiſe obliged, be compelled to it. Now they have a 
ſafe Conduct granted them ; but they ought rather, 
as there is occaſion, and fo far as it may be done 
without danger, for to be carefled, that fo they may 
not, with the ſuſpicions they have already, have mat- 
ter given them for more, ſo as to hinder them from 
coming hither, to the ruining of a buſineſs about 
which ſo much pains has been taken. But beſides 
this, there js another difficulty in this Afﬀair : which 
is, how the Synod, their Powers being ſuch as they 
are, ſhall receive the #irtenbourg and other Envoys; 
and whether they ſhall be allowed to fit. The Le- 
gate, and ſome others, having declared reſolutely, 
Thar unleſs they do ſubmit after the Example of 
the Envoys of Brandenbourg, they ſhall have no Seats 
granted them, becauſe the Allowance thereof would 
be to incorporate them into the Synod. On which 
occation I told the Legate, that ſuch as were recei- 
ved on a ſafe Condutt, had their Peculiarities; and 

| that 
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that he could not deny them a Seat, where the 
granting thereof was not repugnant to the Authori- 
ty of the Council, and of the AtQts thereof ; as it 
was not, at the Diſputations, and at the Seffions, to 


hear what was pronounced. And whereas had the 


Duke come in Perſon, they would not have ſuffered 
him for to have ſtood, but would have affigned-him 
a convenient Seat in the fore mencioned Places, the 
Congregations of the Biſhops being excepted ; that 
he ought therefore, ſince the Duke is a Prince of the 
Empire, to do the fame to his Envoys, fince it 
might be done without any prejudice to the Synod, 
or without incorporating them into it; for that, 
properly ſpeaking, the Body of the Synod conſiſts on- 
ly of the Prelates, who are the Judges, the Embaſla- 
dors not being of its Body, but are only joyned to it 
by way of Aſſiſtance ; and ſo do neither add to, nor 
take from its Subſtance, being there only to make it 
the more authoritative and ſolemn : Telling him far- 
ther, That he ought to do all that is in his power to 
win, and not exaſperate the Proteſtants, Of all 
which, I reckoned it to be proper to give an account 
to your Lordſhip, that ſo we may have a Reſolution 
come quickly concerning it. May our Lord pro- 
te and proſper your moſt Iluſtrious and Reverend 
Perſon and State for many years, as I do deſire. 


From Trent the I do kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


7th of Decem- | 
qr. Dottor Vargas. 


Dr. Var- 
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Dr.Vargas's Letter of the 1 8th of Decem. 
ber, 1551, 70 the Biſhop of Arras. 


| Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


FT Have received your Lordfhip's of the 13th In- 

ſtant, I had fo much longed for, and do hope 
your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to let me have your 
- Anſwer, by his Majeſty's next Diſpatch : Though as 
things go here at preſent, I do not know how this 
Synod may end. | 

Don Franciſco having writ concerning /entz and 
Triers, being reſolved to leave us, and upon what 
terms: that atfair ſtands, I ſhall not trouble your 
Lordſhip with it at preſent, but ſhall by the next 
Currier, notwithſtanding I do not fee how I ſhould 
be able to give ſo exact an account of things as. 
Dom Franciſco, write you my Thoughts of them, 

telling you what I judge to be moſt convenient. 

The Legate being much altered, and the time 
not come as yet for Pizhino to have a Cardinal's 
Hat, they declare, that there is nothing to be done 
| bur to ſuſpend the Council, having I do not know 
what other Imaginations in their heads. This, if I am 
not deceived, being the opportunity they have wait- 
ed for : However, I hope God will provide for us, 
and his Majeſty will not fail to do what is neceſſary, 
and eſpecially in not ſuffering the Eleftors to go, or 
at leaſt not him of Cologne : For if there thould be 
no perſuading them to ſtay to the laſt, when they 
might all rerurn home together, they may very well 
go one after another from hence. 

There is another Article that ought to be mature- 
ly conſidered ; which is, how to prevent the Coun. 
Cits being cloſed ; or, which will be the ſame, from 

- being 
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being ſuſpended for an hour : Which 1s an affair * 
whereia both his Majelty's intereſt and honour are 

deeply engaged: they are here very intent upon fome _ 
other things, that they do not ſpeak of. I do heartt- 
ly wiſh that theſe Affairs may not diſturb his Maje- 
ſty, to the increaſing of his diſtemper, May God 
put-his hand to all, and preſerve your Lordſhip's 
moſt Iiluftrious and Reverend Perſon, and encreaſe - 
your State for many. years, as I deſire, 


From Tree the  ] kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
x 8th of Decem- : 
ber, 1551. Dofor Vargas. | 


P.S. Your Lordſhip's Letters have been delivered 
to thoſe to whom they were addreſſed, who do all 
kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands, but particularly the 
Archbifhop of Sazar, who detired me to acquaint 
your Lordſhip with the ſenſe he has of the favour | 
your Lordſhip did him therein. 


a. —_— i 


"ODS ou 
ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, | : 
68? D give your Lordſhip many happy Chrift- 
maſſes : I ſhould have been glad to have done 
this in Perſon ; bur ſince that cannot be, your Lord- 
ſhip will, I hope, accept of my Will, which is the 
ſame your Lordſhip has for ſeveral years known it 
to be ; than which, I can fay nothing that can en- 
dear it more. — | 
I kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands for the favour of 
your- Letter of the 2oth Initznt, and for having ac- 
quainted me with your being in Health ; which was 
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the beſt News T could receive. May God preſerve 


it to your Lordſhip, as I deſire ; which is a neceffary 


Prayer, conſidering how your Lordſhip is. over- 
whelmed with Buſineſs; neither can your Lordſhip 
be otherwiſe than ſarfeited with theſe Afﬀeairs ; for 


' 1 am ſure [-am abundantly. 


The Eleors have taken a better Reſolution, not 
to make any change without his Majeſty's Licenſe ; 
which though they do till infiſt to have, we ſhall 
nevertheleſs have the more time to anſwer them, and 
to receive Orders from Court : Concerning which 
Afﬀair, ſince Dox Franciſco has writ at large, there is 
no need of my repeating it. Nevertheleſs, being in- 
formed that he has writ ſo to his Majeſty, and has 
given his Opinion in an Afﬀair of fo.great moment, 
though I cannot do it by this Currier, Iwill in a 


little time acquaint your Lordſhip with my Thoughts 


of it ; though conſidering the perplexity thereof, and 
the conveniencies there are on both ſides, it were 
much more adviſable to hear, than to ſpeak con- 
cerning it. Don Franciſco being a Man of Integrity 
and Prudence, and withall very Zealous for his Ma- 
xſty's Service, cannot but ſpeak well in all that he 


. rites : Nevertheleſs, this is an affair of that jim- 
portance, that he had need look narrowly 1nto it, 


that treats about it, that ſo God's Service and his 
Majeſty's Honour, which go hand in hand, may not 
ſuffer thereby ,and eſpecially confidering,towhat terms 
things are brought. May God dirett and ordain 
what is moſt expedient for his own Service; and pre- 
ſerve and proſper your Lord(hip's moſt Illuſtrious and 
Reverend Perſon and State for many years, as I deſire, 


From Trens the. bj Albid'”s Hands. 
28th of Decem- | T kiſs Jour Lor ſhip | 
ber, 1551. | Dottor Vargas. 


Dr. Yar- 
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Dr.Vargas's Letter of the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras, 


Moſt 1lluſtrious and Reverend Lord, 
J Do here perform what I promiſed your Lord- 

- (hip in mine of the 24th Inſtant, which was to 
write to you concerning the Suſpenſion of the Coun- 
cil, which is now fo hotly talked of here, defiring 
that what I write, may be communicated to his 
Majeſty. 

Now though conſidering in what forwardneſs 
things are here. it is poſſible | may have little to fay 
that will be of any importance, and conſidering how 
your Lordſhip keeps up with all buſineſs, I may 
have nothing to offer that will be new to you : Ne- 
 vertheleſs I ſhall, as in duty bound, acquaint your 
Lordſhip with my Thoughts thereof ; which though 
at preſent they may not, may hereafter ſignifie ſome- 
thing. I do not know whether, by reaſon of the 
copiouſneſs of the SubjeCt, I fhall be able to be fo 
ſhort as I deſire, | - 

The Pope, as your Lordſhip very well knows, has 
all along pretended to two Things : The firſt and 
chief 1s to have the Council ſuſpended; and in caſe 
he failed of that, then to make all the haſte he 
could to bring it to an end, thereby to free hiniſelf 
from ſuch a Yoke, I formerly acquainted your 
Lordſhip with the Pope and his Miniſters, being 
hard at work to bring this about, the Legate ha- 
ving publickly declared that the Council might end 
by May : Nevertheleſs the Suſpenſion, if feaſible, is 
the thing they chiefly deſire, and are labouring hard 
at this time to compaſs ; and that for the following 
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r. Becauſe if they ſhould proſecute and put an 
: Bp end to the Council, they will not then be able to a- 
void the encountring of one of theſe two Dangers; 
either of being obliged to conſent to ſuch a Refor- 
mation as is neceſſary ; which rather than yield to, 
they will ſuffer all to go to wrack, or elfe they muſt 
give over pretending any longer, that it belongs to | 

| the Pope to reduce Germany, and reform the Church: 
lj | Whereby they will juſtifie Princes in applying pro- 
lf - | per Remedies to their own Kingdoms, by all juſt and 
| holy Ways ; which they reckon will be prevented, 
1 by not putting an end to the Council ; becauſe till | 
If | that is done, they will ſtill be able to gull the World, | 
| with their having an intention to do great matters, j 
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: and will, according to their common practice, go on, 

| | impoſing upon People with fair words and falſe co- 
is lours. 

Y 2. By ſuſpending the Council, the Pope may hope 
1 to gratifie the King of France, and procure his friend- 
'18 ſhip ſo far, as to make an advantageous Peace with 
ll him ; whereby his Court will hope, to draw the 
[ ſeme Profits from that Kingdom, as they did before 
the Breach. 


3- What-ever 1s done therein, they will be ſure 


Hl 
} 


| to lay it all at his Majeſty's door z and will give it 
| out, that they were not the Cauſe of it. This they 
| are at this time labouring hard to bring about, by 


reducing matters to ſuch terms, as may give ſome 
oj. colour to that pretence. 
FH 4 4. By ſuſpending the Council, they will hinder 

C the Proteſtants from coming to it : Which is a thing 
| |  _ the Pope and his Miniſters cannot endure to think 
| of, being ſenſible to what ſtraits they will be reduced 
a. thereby : Since the Preſence of thoſe people will 
oblige them either to carry things after another man- 
Ter than they have done hitherto, or will make them 


infamous 


the Council of Trent. 67 
infattious to the whole World ; neither was it any 
thing but this, that occaſioned the Council's having 
met iv frequently as it has done : So that we may 
very well have People cotting hither, when the Coun- 
cil is drawing near its End. | 

5. They imagine that by delays, and gaining of 
time, they may compaſs their Ends ; and that the 
Council being once ſuſpended , ſome accident or 
- other may intervene, which may hinder it from ever 
meeting any ttiore ; or that God, as ſome wiſh, may 
fake away his Majeſty, which I truſt in his Mercy 
he will not do, his Life, at this time, being of ſo 
great importance to the Church, and to all Chri- 
ſtendom. - 
Laſtly, Becauſe if they ſhould put an End to the 

Council, though they ſhould be able to do it in a 
ſhort time, yet they cannot tell how it might ſuc- 
ceed ; or whether the Pope might not be thereby 
hindred, from doing what he judgeth to be moſt 
convenient for himſelf and his Court ; and if, du- 
ring that time, there ſhould happen to be a vacan- 
cy of the Holy See, whether the Council might 
not intermeddle therein, with more vigor and juſtice, 
than it did the laft time, by reaſon of the doubts 
and differences which were then on foot. Now they 
reckon they ſhall be freed from that danger by ſu- 
ſpending the Council, which will, in effe&t, be 
the faine as to diffolve it ; and the Cardinals will, 
for their own intereſts, be ſure to further a thing 
wherein, if there ſhould be a vacancy, the Papacy is 
{o much concerned. | 
| For eheſe and other Reaſons it is, that the Pope 
and his Miniſters are ſo defirous of having the Coun- 
' cil ſuſpended; nevertheleſs, that they may not break 
with his Majeſty, nor ſeem to have done it them- 


{elves, they do not defire to 1r to have been the 
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Authors of it, and would have it thrown upon his 
Majeſty ; being, fo far as I can percelve, in great 


' hopes, that the Eleftors growing ſick of the great 


charge they are at here, will be for going home in 
2a ſhort time; neither are the Legate and Preſidents 
Ick deſirous of having that done, on account of their 
own private intereſts. 2 | 

The EleQor's deſign in this, I mean thoſe of 
AMentz, and Triers : For as for Cologne, who 1s an 
extraordinary Perſon, he referrs himſelt intirely to 
his Majeſty, is of another nature ; who being ſuch 
g7eat Princes and Prelates, and Servants of his Ma- 
jeſty, are wiiling to return home to look after their 
own particular Concerns; the Rumours they hear of 
the Tumults in Germany, making them judge it ne- 
ceffary that the Council ſhould be ſuſpended ; . and 
the rather, becauſe without the concurrence of 
France the; reckon a Council cannot be celebrated 
to any parpole ; or ſo as to be received by the Ger- 


mans: This makes them to be very earneſt to be 


gone; and It 1s probable they are at this very time 
tolliciting to have leave. 

What remains to be conſidered, is, Whether it 
will be as convenient for his Majeſty, as for the 
Pope, to have rhe Council ſuſpended; conſidering 
the preſent poſture of Aﬀairs, and the Rumours of 
Germany : It appearing to be to little purpoſe to 
hold a Council for that Province, which will never 
make fiich a Reformation as is neceflary, and that 
too without the concurrence of France : Moreover, 
It cannot be for his Majeſty's honour that a Counci]: 
ſbould end as this will in all probability, and that in 
a ſhort tinfe: i fay, this may make it appear to be 
the wiſer courſe to have the Council put off to a 
better time, than for to have his Majeſty involve 
hmKlf in new difficulties. This, and divers other 
| things, 


- 
þ. 
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things, muſt be well underſtood by ſuch as obſerve 
them with zeal and prudence, and as are delirous to 
dire and ſerve his Majeſty ; as to which, I am ſure 
I am not wanting. Now this being ſuppoſed to be 
a buſineſs of great moment, and that has conlidera- . 
ble difficulties and inconveniencies on both {i:'es, that 
muſt make my judgment about it, to be conditional , 
and fo far doubtſull, as to reckon that That will be 
moſt expedient, which his Majeſty ſhall command, 
and which ſhall ſeem tro be ſo to your Lordlhip ; 


- which, what-ever it is, I ſhall always approve and 


follow. | 
What I have to offer, if no new Matters or Nc- 


ceſſities do ariſe, which may require the taking of 
new Meaſures in reference to the Atfairs of Germa- 
ny ; or if no other Methods ſhould be found out, cr 
if there be no Secrets, as there are commonly with 
Princes, which may perſuade the contrary ; I ſay, 
whar [I have to offer under all theſe Reſtrictions, is, 
That this is not a time to admit, or ſo much as to 
ſpeak of a Suſpenſion ; it being much more conveni- 
ent, notwithſtanding all the difficulties and diſtur- 
bances in Germany, to have the Council proſecuted ; 
and ſince the Council cantiot be ſuſpended without 
going backward, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, this 
ſeerfis to be the beſt deciſion of the doubt. Since the 

ſpenſion thereof, if 1 am not deceived, will be at- 
tended with inconveniencizs that are greater be- 
yond all compariſon, than the proſecution thereof 
will be; notwithſtanding it ſhould make no ſuch 
Reformation as is pretended, and is neceflary, our 
ſins, and the iniquity of the times, not giving way 
to it, In which caſe, I ſtill ſpeak fo, as upon no 
terms whatſoever to give way to the Pope and his 
Miniſters deforming, under a pretence of reforming, , 


for to canonize Abuſes ; and dojng all the miſchiefs 
Fi” I have 
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I have formerly taken notice of at large to -your 
Lordſhip ; in none of which, from the beginning, I 
have been overſeen or deceived. And as I have al- 
ways, as your Lordſhip very well knows, urged theſe 
matters, fo I do it ſtill with greater inſtance. 

Now the thing that is chiefly ta be attended to 
herein, is, the End of this Suſpenſion borh at pre- 
ſent and for the future; the End, as the Philoſo- 
pher has it, being what moves the Agent, To this 
we muſt apply what has been above nated ; viz. That 
25 It is for the Service of God, that the Council, 
inſtead of doing good, ſhould not be ſuffered to do 
miſchief : So it is likewiſe for his Majeſty's honour, 
that it ſhould not end, as we have reaſon to fear it 
will, which may make it ſeem adviſable to give way 
to its being ſuſpended or put off to a more conve- 
nient time. 

This is really ſuch a difficulty, that I do not well 
know what to ſay to it ; only that it would have 
been a happy thing that this Council had never met, 
which is no more than what I have often wiſhed and 
declared, by reafon of the many nuſchiefs it has al- 
ready done, and is ſtill doing : But there is no un- 
doing what is once done, unlefs thoſe people could 
be brought to recant, which they will never. be 
brought to, though you ſhould cut their Throats 
for refuſing ; and as It is to no purpoſe to think of 
that, ſo it is to as little purpoſe either in this or any 
following Age to hope for any thing of a Reforma- 
tion from a General Council, or for to ſee any bet« 
ter Order therein, than there is in this ; no, not 
though the French and all other Chriſtian Princes 
were agreed, it not being to be done without ma- 
king a Schiſm or ſome great Breach, unleGs. God 
ſhould be pleaſed to remedy things by ſome other 
way, or for to work a Miracle z which we have no 

> 7 reaſon 
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reaſon to expect, fince there is no neceſſity of it ; 
God having made his Church a perfet Common. 
wealth, by having endued it with Power ſufficient 

' to remedy all ſuch matters, if through vile Abuſes, 
and an inſatiable Thirſt after Empire, ſhe had not 
reduced her ſelf to ſuch a ſtate as ſhe is in at preſent, 
or if they who ought to watch were not fallen a. 
ſleep ; and whoſoever ſhall go about to perſuade 
himſelf thar things are otherwiſe than thus, do's 
but deceive himſelf ; as they do alſo, that expect 
that the World, as it is at this time divided, and 
every Prince is gaping and contending after Empire, 

that there ſhould ever be a right underſtanding a- 

mong them. Plato aſſuring us, that where things 
are fo, it is in vain to hope for Peace : which is ne- 
ver to be expected, untill all is brought under one 
Government. The ſame Truth is confirmed to us 
likewiſe by Experience; witneſs the manifold Miſe- 
ries which have befallen the World ſince the begin- 
ning of the decay of the Empire : Which being con- 
ſidered, I do not ſee what can be hoped for at this 
time or hereafter. | 

All this being premiſed, what remains, is to en- 
quire into this matter ſo far as his Majeſty's honour 
Is concerned therein: Which I do reckon to be fo 
cloſely linked to the Service of God, that there is 
no ſeparating them without bringing all to ruine. 
What occurrs to me at preſent, why the Council 
ought not to be ſuſpended, is, 

r. Becaufe a Suſpenſion is earneſtly purſued by 
the Pope and his Miniſters ; which, if there were no- 
thing elſe, is reaſon enough for his Majeſty's being 
againſt it: there being nothing plainer or better 
known to the World, than that their Deſigns and 
his Majeſty's are quite contrary to one another in 


| theſe matters. 
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2. Becauſe let a Suſpenſion be brought about as 


3t will, his Majeſty muſt bear the whole blame of it, 


and be charged with all the ill confequences that 


ſhall attend it : For they will be fure, according to 


their old craft, to make it his Majeſty's, and not 
his Holineſs's doing. 
- 3. Becauſe the ſuſpending thereof, after it has ſat 


ſo many years, and has had ſo many Debates and 


Seſſions, . will create a great deal of talk, and muſt 
make ſport for the Hereticks ; who will not fail to 
ſay thereupon, That his Majeſty gave way to it, el-. 
ther becauſe he was not able, or did not care to hu- 
mour the Pope. 
4. Becauſe any Sufpenſion, and eſpecially if it 
ſhould be at the next Seffion, muſt, in my judgment, 
tend as much to his Majeſty's difthonour, as it will 
he in favour of the brench, who cannot be obliged 
by any thing ſo much as chat ; for they will reckon 
that their having proteſted againſt the Council both 
here and at Rome, was wiat cauſed It to be ſuſpen- 
ded ; neither will there be much notice taken of its 
having been proſecuted for ſome time, after that was 
done, ſo long as the French have gained their point 
at laſt, which was the Suſpenſion of the Council ; 
ſo that unleſs there ſhould be an extream neceffity in 
relation to God's Service: This alone, in the preſent 
ſtate of his Majeſty's affairs, is ſufficient to hinder 

him from giving his conſent to its being done. 
Laſtly, If there ſhould be a Suſpenſion, it will 
be neceſſary that ſome Prelates ſhould Rtili remain 
here, who, if they ſhould be all Spaniards, the Chur- 
ches in Spain will be left deſolate ; neither will their 
remaining here ſignifie any thing, if they are not a 
conſiderable Number : Beſides, as when-ever that 
happens, it will undoubtedly involve his Majeſty in 
new Troubles and Engagements, fo it will not be 
p poſlible 


« 
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poſſible to aſſemble the Church fo again ; or if that 
could be done, there will then be no more ground, 
but rather leſs to hope for any thing of Reformation 
than there is at preſent , ſince people will be quite 
tired out with the length of it. We ought not 
therefore to deceive ourſelves, by promiſing our ſelves 
things, which no humane Prudence will ſutfer us to 
hope for. 

. Having taken notice of the i inconveniencies which 
will attend the ſuſpending of the Council : I come 
now to ſet down the Advantages which will accrue 
to his Majeſty by having it profecured, rotwith- 
ſtanding it ſhould not make ſuch a Reformation as 
Is necetlary. 

Now in all that I offer on this Head , I do (till 
ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty will, as he has done hither- 
to, ſtill continue to follicit his Holineſs by all necel- 
 fary Offices, that things may not be carried here at 
ſuch a ſcandalous rate as they nave been hitherto; | 
and that he will take care that no occaſion be given 
to the Council for to diſperſe it felf, upon the Pre- 
late*s ſpeaking their Minds freely, or denying thejr 
conſent to ſuch matters as are not convenient, which 
is a thing that may very juſtly be feared. _ 

The firſt Advantage is, That ſince the times will 
not give way to more, a Council will ſtill have been 
celebrated by his Majeſty : And in having done that, 
Unotwithſtanding all the Diſputes, Wars and Conten- 
tions to the contrary, his Majeſty will have gained 
his main Point; and there will be but few who will 
know the truth of matters, and eſpecially in ſuc- 
ceeding Apes. 

2: Though there ſhould n not be ſuch a Reſorminth 
on in all things as is neceſſary, there will be in all 
matters of Doqtrrine; and it will be a great Point 


to have all ſuch matters decreed and made PE 
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For ſuppoſe the Hereticks ſhould ſeek out flaws in 
the Council to excuſe their not receiving it, thar 


| will be no new thing; and it is probable they would 


do the ſame, if the whole Church were reformed ; 
but they will not laſt long, after the Church has 
done all that was in her power: For after this is 
once done, his Majeſty, and other Chriſtzan Princes, 
will have wherewith to compell the Hereticks, when 
any good juncture ſhall happen, or when they ſhall 
judge it to be convenient : And for other things, 
Remedies may be found for them. 

3. After the Council has done all it can as to 
Dottrines, if through the oppoſition of the Pope 
and his Miniſters a Reformation cannot be obtain- 


ed, which I do verily believe they will never con- 


ſent to, neither in a Council nor out of one : Be- 
ſides, that his Majeſty will, by what he has done, 
have diſcharged a great Duty ; he will alſo be bet- 
ter able to juſtifie his calling Provincial Councils, 
and his making uſe of all other juſt and pious Me- 
thods, for the remedying and reforming of his King- 
doms, than he would be otherwiſe : That being no 
more than what has been done formerly, and may, 
in the judgment of all pious and learned Men, be 
repeated again. | 

' 4. By how much the War goes on increaſing , 
there is the greater neceſlity of the Councils being 
continued, in-order to the proſecuting of one of the 
chief Ends for which it was affembled ; which was 
the making of Peace among all Chriſtian Princes : 
For which, and ſeveral other good Reaſons, it is no 
way convenient, that the Council ſhould be ſuſpen- 
ded ; for beſides, that to ſuſpend it, is in effect the 
ſame as to diffolre it ; fo in cafe of a vacancy of the 
See, and of ſeveral other things, it will be expedient 
the Council thould be kept on foor. 


Laſtly 
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Laſtly, To continue the Council till the War is 
at an end, is of great moment ; that. being, in my 
judgment, one of the beſt means his Majeſty can make 
uſe of to keep the Pope , whoſe friendlhip at this 
time is ſo neceſſary, firm to his Ingagements : Ir be. 
ing evident from the uſual inconſtancy and mutabili= 
ty of that Court, and from ſeveral ather things, 
which are well known to your Lordſhip, of how 
great, importance it has beeu to the Service of God, 
and to the publick Good, that the Pope has been 
obliged to preſerve this Union. 

But if, after all that has been faid, his Majeſty 


' ſhould be compelled either thorough the Changes 


and Tumulrs of Germany, or the War in Italy, or 
the Departure of the Electors, upon its being ne- 
celſery for them to repair home, or for ſome other 
Reaſons to conſent to a Suſpenſion ; it will then be 
convenient to conſider, Whether the time of the 


Suſpenſian ought not to be limited, which I take to 


be a thing of great importance. 

But if upon what is here repreſented, a Reſolution 
ſhould be taken to have the Council continued, fo as 
not, to ſuffer the Suſpention thereof to be ſa much as 


- mentioned ; we are then to conſider, when it will. be 


convenient it ſhould end ; which is a thing his Ma- 
jeſty muſt be ſure to take care of, and to ſee that 
That be fo ordered, as may beft ſuit with his affairs; 
and the Eleftor's occaſions, upon whoſe Preſence here 
very much depends ; as alſo whether the Proteſtants 
will come or not ; and whether ic may be convenient, 
that the Atricle de Communione ſub utraque ſpecie, 
which is now ſuſpended, ſhould be determined in the 
next Seffion ; which ought not to be, no nor that of 


' the Marriage of Prieſts neither : both which ought 


to be pur off to the very laſt Seffion. In which, by 
what I can perceive, and his Majeſty muſt = Dag 


— 
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likewiſe, there will be trouble enough, through the 


Pope's labouring all he can for ſeveral weighty Cau- 


ſes, to have the Council quite locked up ; or whe- 
ther it may not be moſt convenient to leave thoſe 
Articles to be determined by another Council, which 
may be named, though it were never to be celebra- 
ted, that ſo there may ſtill be a door left open, and 
ſomething that is diſpenſable for the publick Good; 


of which nature all ſuch things are, as are not of 


Faith : For who knows but Germany may come to 
be in ſuch a ſtate, that theſe things may ſuffice to re- 
duce it, as it did in the caſe of the Bohemians. 

And fince there is no likelihood of the Council's 
not ending after the fame faſhion, as it has proceed- 
ed : Beſides, that it will be for his Majeſty*s honour 
that thoſe Articles ſhould not be determined, it will 
likewiſe prevent his Majeſty's being compelled to exe- 
cute thoſe Decrees of the Council before he is ready 
for'it ; and may alſo prevent the Lutherans being fo 
far irritated and provoked as to liſten to the Perſua- 
ſions of the French ; which is a thing oughe to be 
carefully looked after. 

May our Lord dirett all things, as he knows to 
be moſt needfull, and guide his Majeſty, who em- 
ploys himſelf wholly in his Service, into what is 
moſt convenient ; and may he likewiſe preſerye and 
proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious and Reve- 
rend Perſon and State for many years, as I deſire. 


From Trent the | , rdilit” 
Y {on yin 7 kiſs your Lordji ip*s Hands. 
ber, 1551. Dofor Vargas. 


Dr. Var- 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 1/# of Janu- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Hree days agoe I writ your Lordſhip my Opi- 
nion at large concerning what we are doing 
here, to which I have little to add, only, that tho? 
I have thought much on theſe Aﬀairs, yet confide- 
ring they are matters of great Importance, and there 
are great Inconveniencies on all ſides, it is poffible I. 
may be miſtaken in them; ſo that as I have ſaid 
formerly, I ſhall then reckon my Judgment of them, 
ſomething, when I ſhall underſtand rhat your Lord- 
ſhip eſteems it ſo. 
The EleQors of Mentz and Trrers, ſeem to be 
fully determined to leave this place, fo ſoon as they 
have received his Majeſty's Anſwer, which Don 
Franciſco has promiſed they ſhall have in a few days; 
who, though they are both Prelates of great Ho- 
nour, are much out in this matter, and will be 
more ſo, if they ſhould go without his Majeſty's 
leave: For it has made a wonderfull change in the 
Synod, they who are glad of it, whom we need not 
name, talking thereof, and reporting it after ſuch a 
manner, as plainly diſcovers what they have in their 
Hearts ; all their talk now being of a Suſpenſion, or 


_ Diſſolution of the Council, and of the Legate's be- 


ing ready to depart , and of Pighinw's being to re- 
main here: All which makes it neceflary for us to 
have his Majeſty's Commands immediately, which 
though I do not know whether they may be ableto 
ſtop the faid Eleftors, will nevertheleſs, ſmooth 
things very much to us. > 


The 
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The Eleftor of Cologne, who has got great Ho- 
nour here, by having on all occaſions demonſtrated 
himſelf his Majeſty's Servant, and who deſerves to 


be thanked for it, will, I doubt, be apt to be influ- 


enced by the other two, whereas, if he would till 
remain here, the other two's going would trouble 
us the leſs, who though they pretend Neceſſity, and 
to have a good Intention in what they do, have not 
conſidered this Afﬀair as they ought to have done, 
and how great a Change it would make here, and 


how prejudicial it might be to his Majeſty's Affairs 


in this preſent juncture; and how the French, who 
will be glad of it, will make uſe thereof to their 
advantage. I ſhall bein pain till I know your Lord- 
ſhip's Thoughts concerning this, which I am in 


likewiſe to ſee your Lordſhip fo overwhelmed with 


Buſineſs, at a time when the World is turned upfide 
down. May our Lord put his helping hand to 
things, and preſerve and proſper your moſt I!luſtri- 
ous and Reverend Perſon and State for many Years, 
as I defire. 


23 kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
874 1552. Doctor Vargas. 


From Trent the 


P. $. T have forbore to write ſome things to 
your Lordſhip, which will be communicated to you 
by Monſieur /argas, May God grant your Lotd- 
ſhip many happy Years. 


Dy. Var. 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 2d of Janu- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Do remember that I have on ſeveral occaſions 

repreſented to your Lordſhip, the Perſon, Me- 
rits, and Services of the Biſhop of. Yexoſa, and par- 
ticularly what he did at Bononza, and afterwards in 
this place, where he continued two Years, till he 
was called away by the Cardinal 7aenr, who aſſured 
him it was for his Majeſty's ſervice, for the promo- 
ting whereof he is now returned hither again; and 
who being a Spaniard, and the Son of Spazzards who 
were Seriants to his Majeſty, he cannot endure his 
preſent Biſhoprick, which 1s at the proviſion of the 
Pope, and which I ſuppoſe he deſigns, for juſt Rea- 
ſons to reſign, he not being able, while he holds it 
for to do much. I do therefore moſt affetionately 
intreat your Lordſhip for to prevail with his Maje- 
ſty to beſtow one of the two Churches that are now 
vacant in the Kingdom upon him ; they are the 
Churches of Aguila and Cotron, and are worth 5oo 
Ducats a piece, for beſides that he deſerves it, and 
a great deal more, it will be taken well by every bo- 
dy, that his Majeſty remembers him, and ſo it will 
be a kindneſs to a great many, and will much ani- 
mate thoſe that are here. Were your Lordſhip but 
acquainted with this Biſhop, there would be no 
need of recommending him to you, for he is cer- 
tainly both one of the ableſt and beſt men that I 
have met with. 

Dr. Velaſco is able to give you an Account of him, 
and whatever he ſhall fay of him, will certainly be 


true; fonot doubting, but that your Lordſhip m 
6 
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do this Favour to all, and to me 1n particular, I 
will ſay no more, only that 1f we did any thing when 
we made the Proteſtation at Bononza , and that I 
eſcaped with my Life, it was owing, under God, to 
this Biſhop: In which Afair he pretended to no- 
thing but to ſerve his Majeſty, for which reaſon, 
after I had made the Proteſtation, he came hither 
like an honeſt man as he was. Our Lord preſerve 
and proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious and Re- 
verend Perſon and State for many Years, as I 


_ dehire. — 
From Trent the 7 kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands, 
_ 2d of Janur- | 
152. Dottor Vargas. 


Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 9th of Janu- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


HE Majeſty's Diſpatch came as full to the pur- 
poſe. as could be defired, or might be expect- 
ed, coming through your Lordſhip's Hands, in which 
[ do receive a full Anſwer to all the Letters I have 
writ to your Lordſhip, which having been many, 
and ſome of them very long, one ſo employ'd as your 
Lordſhip is, and eſpecially at this time, could not 
have anſwered them particularly without giving him- 
ſelf too much trouble. 

An Account of what has paſs'd with the Legate, 
and on what Terms things are here having been writ 
by Don Eranciſco, T ſhall forbear writing thereof, 
only as to the ſafe Condutt I have drawn it up as I 
ghink it ſhould be, having retained the ſubſtance of 
that 


Ry ,,- pay 
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that of Ba#il ; as I have alſo a Memorial concerning 


the Proviſions of the Crown, about which the Le- 


gate has declared he will have a tug with us : They 
were both delivered to the Legate by Don Fraxciſco, 
who is now ſolliciting them, as he do's every thing 
wherein his Majeſty is concerned: - The Legate, fo 
ſoon as he had them, diſpatched them to the Pope ; 
without whoſe Approbation, as near. as the Seſſſon 
is, he will not determine what: ſhalt be done in 
them, and eſpecially being ſo well diſpaſed as he is 
for the Reformation they contain : To which I take 
him-to be ſo averſe, that. he will die ſooner than a- 
Sree to it: Nevertheleſs, he is at preſent in a great 
ſtreight, the ſight of his Majelty's determination 
having filled him with fears, the ſuſpenſion he had. 
ſet his heart on ſo much being thereby defeated, the 
Synod being to go:on ; beſides, things are not ſo al- 
tered in Germany, as ſome people delired.; and the 
Electors are to remain here, and the Proteſtants do 
intend to come to this place: Which haſt, is a thing 


- os Pope and his Miniſters are not able to diſſemble 


their being diſpleaſed withall ; who-though I can- 
not tell what they may do, I am certain. ] have of... 
ten Writ ir to your Lordthip, that they, will never- 
do any thing to any purpoſe, if not ſoundly prefled - 
and terrify*d into it. I pray God that:may be able 
to do it, that we may have no more-ſtrygling with: 
them. | | | | WA 2 IS | 
As to the matter of Benefices with Cure, Fans 
has writ that his Majeſty, ſo that rhey be but well- 
ordered, . will be ſatisfy'd without. having them de». 
clared to be Patrimonial ; and whereas the' Legate- 
21ves out, that his Majeſty has ſome deligry therein ;: 
it is certain he himſelf has one, and: that is very well 
accommodated to the doing of nothing-to the pur-. 


 * poſe, and who will reckon he has carried bis Point,: 


Go | if 
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if the drawing up of that affair be left to him, for 
he will be fure'to lodge the proviſion to them in the 
Pope, and abounding with words and ſophiſtry, will 
open a brave field for the future. Don Franciſco 
muſt have writ at large concerning this matter ; all 
that 1 have to fay thereon is, what I have formerly 
writ to your Lordſhip, which is that T am not, 
nor will ever be for having matters of ſo great im- 
portance, and whereon ſo much depends, handled 
and eſtabliſhed after ſuch a manner, which would 
have no other effe&, but to ſhut a door for ever a- 
gainft all future remedies. W hereas it is much bet- 
ter for us to ſuffer our preſent Grievances to remain 
as they are, ' and to wait for the Remedies which 
God at ſome time or other will help us to, than by 
being diſcontented with them , to ſhur a door againſt 
them by thoſe inſlgnificant things the Legate has in 
his thoughts, which, fo far as I can perceive, are 
contrary to the things his Majeſty deſires, and as 1s 
plain from a Letter I have ſeen that was writ to 
Dan Franciſto, to what it is ſaid he told Fanw. 
Wherefore if your Lordſhip is not of another opi- 
nion, the thing to be done, in my mind, is, That his 
Majeſty -miiſt infiſt on having Benefices declared to 
be Patrimonial, without deſcending to any particu- 
lars ; whictWif'it cannot be done in this Seſhon, the 
Legate muſt be ſpoke to, to adjourn it to the next, 
that we may have the more rime to treat about it, 
and may obtain more from the Pope than. we can 
expett- to have from the Legate. It will likewiſe 
be neceſſary, before we come to treat thereof again, 
to conſider well what courſe we are to take therein ; - 
for notwithſtanding the Prelates are all honeſt Men, 
and'of great Zeal; nevertheleſs if we do not take 
care 'to-prevent it, we ſhall have the Legate fatisfy- 
ing them with things which many of them do not 

FRO” under- 
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underſtand, and others: cannot fall jnto the accouht 
of in ſo ſhort a time: as the Legate will allow theth, 
who puts every thing off to the Veſpers of the 
- Seflion. 

It is furthermore convehient; that we ſhould be- 
gin now to conſider, what will "be fit tobe: done ar: 
the end of the Synod, whehever it ſhall happen, and 
to provide againſt Accidents, and Particularly con- 
cerning ſome things that telats to the Authority of 
- the Council and his Majeſty's Service: About which, 
a$ T ſhall not fail to-<tnptoy my Thondghts; fo E hill 
at fometime or other acquaint your-Lord{liip-there- 
with, whoſe moft Ilhuftri6us and Reverend Perſon 

and State may. God prote(t and oh for tharly 
years, as 1 deſire, * - 


From Teo Ar 140 iſ Jour Lardfip s Hloxds. 
— - os | Dottor Vargas 
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Dr. Vargas' 5 Letter of the vat of Janu- 
ary, 1552, to the Bifhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


I Writ yeſterday to your Lordſhip, as I do now 
4 again in haſte, referring you to what. Don Fran- 
_ Ciſco has writ concerning the whole BuſineG, and 

particularly about the Speech that was. made ray 
Morning by Duke axrice's Embaſſadors, who 1 
with much more freedom, than the Pope a his 
Miniſters would have had them to have done : It is | 
to be feared, that if thoſe Embaſſadors do inſiſt on 
their Pretenſions, that ſuch a Rupture will ioiine 
thereupon, as will oblige them to depart, apd hinde ſeg 
G 2 | 


0 | NJ FX 
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the other. Proteſtants.from. coming hither,” with 


which the Legate will be-very well pleaſed, :only he 


do's not-care that the ſcandal thereof ſhould fall. up- 


on the Pope and his Miniſters: It will be conveni- 


ent therefore, that we ſhould make it plain to all 


the: World; | that his Majeſty was no ways acceflary 


to it, as; Iwritito your:Lordſhip on the 20th of the 
laſt Month. :: We muſt therefore do all that we are 
able to'prevent- it, that ſo we may ſee what ſort of 


Reformation thei Pope will. be' pleaſed to. give us, 


though; as 4: have often writ to-you, 1 have little 


hopes-af ever ſeeing any: good done either; by him or 
his Legate ;. neither do ſee any cauſe ro change my 
Thoughkts:of them. ;;As,for the Legate, he will do 


_ all that he is able, to hinder the granting of ſuch a 


ſafe Condutt as is defired.; and before. he will con- 
clude any thing, he will be'ſure to conſult the Pope 


- bone It. 5:6 


Your Lordihip may now judge whether I was 
much miſtaken in the account I gave you of the Le- 
gate's. having got the Sea] into his poſſeſſion, with 
which he do's- not care'to truſt the Synod ; than 
which, as nothing in the World can be more unrea- 
ſonable, ſo it lets every-body ſee, that the Synod is 
not for to exerciſe any authority ; And whereas the 
Legates were formerly earneſt for to have the Synod 
return an Anſwer to the Kings of France and Portu- 
zal ; now they do not care they ſhould write to any 
body, neither do I ſee how they can do it, now the 
Legate has got the Seal 'into his poſſeſſion ; for let 
them write to whom they will, he will never let them 
have' the Seal, As the Univerſal Church aſſembled. 


Now ſhould the Proteſtants fall into the account of 


this, as'1 do believe they will, I do not know what 
FiteFs the want of that Title may have in the ſafe 
Condit; © :Tf is therefore neceſſary that his Ma: 
_ | jeſty 
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jeſty ſhould order what is moſt convenient, and that 
the Lagats be acquainted, with his determination. 

As to what -remains; having it before my Eyes, 
as I:have formerly writ, that this-Synod muſt end 
tumultuouſly and ingloriouſly, for that reaſon, and 


- for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's honour, it is ne- 


cefſary that we ſhould be provided, againſt what may 
haart? "concerning which, after this Seſſion is over, 
I ſhall write what. occurrs$ to me: 'As to Maurice's 
Embafladors pretending, that the Biſhops ought to 
be Abſolved from the Oath they have taken to the 
Pope, and that the Pope ought to ſubmit himſelf 
to the Council; L have faid privately, they have no 
good intention therein, but do deſign thereby to 
maintain their Herelje, Now if the Pope would 
but yield, to'this as it-is reaſonable he ſhonld, ſuch 
a courſe might be taken, that he ſhould ſuffer no- 
thing thereby, and the Proteſtants would then be 
left without excuſe. . But this is a thing not to be 
expected ;*for the Pope and his Miniſters will ſooner 
ſuffer their” Throats to 'be cut, than part _ with an 
inch of. their Pretenſions ; fo that if we do end in a 
Tragedy, it, will not be a thing to be wondred art. 
E ſhall not fail to give an account of all that pafſeth 
to your Lordſhip, whoſe moſt Iuſtrious and Reye- 
rend Perſon and State, may God preſerve and ? Rm 
ſper for many years, as [ "deſire. 


From Trent the 7 do wi your Lordſhip s Hands. 
10th of Zany- 
3 an. 2:1; 0 Vargas: 


Ar), 1552. BI 99: Cv 


P.S. This Letter was writ in fach haſte, that [ do- 


_ not know whether it can well be read, or whether I 
 haye done that. well [ rod a 0 therein, 


$1 "iq 5 wb 3 
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Dr. Vargas s Letter of the 1 3th of Janu- 


ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


| Moſt Iluſtrious and Revectinl Lord, 
\ X FE are ſtrangely embroiled b the Legate, who 


ſeeing the Embaſſ: adors 0 re and of 

the other Pridprs here; aþd hearing there are more 
on their way, "his Soul is ready to leap out of his 
Body, 'to ſend rhoſe that are here home, and to 
keep the others, from coming: To which, he is, 
to ; fs trouble, daily ſtarting new Ditbculties 
and Delays concerning thoſe of irtembourg and 
Stradoarg ; who, if they would depart, would gra- 
tifie him vety mph, that being the thing he is dri- 
vipg af, being fenfible, that by giving an Audience 
to thoſt Embatſadors, which he cannot now well ex- 


| caſe tre hall opeh. a door to the reſt, @ thing both 
\ his Mafter and he do abhorr the thoughts of, and 


are doing all they can to hinder ; to which purpoſe 
ke is Coianatly ſtarting new Difficulties.about the 
fafe Coriduft, dying the Seal alſo to the Council, 
which is never to uſe it, but when he {hall think fit, 
and Going it . after ſuch a, manner, as aſtoniſheth 
every body that obſerves it. Don Franciſco has preſ- 
ſed him very hard to have it diſpatched in this 


Month, but hg takes little notice of what he ſays 


Ts) him ; and is ſo much diſordered, as not to ſeem 
to value the Proteſtants one far thing. 

Farthermore, he is extreamly ſollicitous. to. have 
the Sefton ſuſpended ; and ſhould he fo manage af- 
fairs, as t6 have it done at his Majeſty's requeſt, it 
will be his Mafter-piece': There is no doubt to be 
made of this being the thing he aims at, whoſe in- 
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tent therein is quite: different from that of the Pro- 
teſtants, though-they may both have the ſame: iſſue ; 
it being notorious that the thing he drives at, is to 
prepare a way for his ſo much deſired Suſpeiſion ; 


after which the Council wauld quickly break up, 


and the Proteſtants, who are on their way, would 


return home, to his great fatisfadtion. | 
- Dow Franciſco. and k have had ſeveral Conſults 


about this, and: ſome other Aﬀeairs; ar' account 


whereof he muſt have writ to you ; as alſo of his 
deſifing to hare leave, in caſe they ſhould ſuſpend 


. the Council, | to: proteſt in- his Majeſty's Nate a- 


gainſt it, The-Caſe is disjunCtive, thus : Should they 


[ſuſpend the Seſſion at the reguet of his Majeſty, 


and. the Council ſhould happen afterwards to be dif- 
ſolved thereupon,. or ſome new Difficulties ſhowitd 
ariſe, they wil in that caſe be ſure to throw all the 
blame. upon. his: Majeſty, as they have always* de- 
ſigned to do. On the other. hand; Should his Ma- 
jeſty, order. the. Seſſion. to be celebrated, at the time 
appointed , and the Proteſtants, who'were to foflot 
the Embaſſadors of , aurice, ſhauld nar be arrived: ; 
in'that caſe they. will not fail to put his Majeſty ih 
the wrong. _ RE ot | 

Being ſenfible that this is their Plot, .T acqualtited 
Don . Franciſco with it, as I did alſo with my Opi- 


pion about-it ; which is, That his Majeſty; ſhonld 
do-neither the one.ngr the other, but ſhout leave 
it--to- the Proteſtants, who have not as yet delſtefd 
any. thing of the-Council to Petition for it: And 
as. it would-be 2 happy. thing if the Legate would 
but give-them the heaving in ſuch a. caſe ; ſo if the 


are to do.it, it. is neceſſary that, his Majeſty-ſhou 


ſpeedily.acquaint, us with what he would have dope 
12 this affajr ;. as alſo.in the buſineſs ,of the Plefor 


of Brazdenbourg,.. whoſe: Envoys,,, a Dog: randy 
Eg uo 91917 


88 "Dy: Vargass Letters of 
muſt have writ, do begin to talk of returning home ; 
which they will certainly do, if their buſine$ is de- 
layed much longer. re. a 
' As to the Seal, which the Legate denies to give 
to the Synod; 4s it is a prodigious thing, ſo I think 
it is abſolutely neceflary to have it remedied ; for 
belides, that the Proteſtants will undoubtedly Jay 
hold thereof, 'it-is:in it ſelf fo great nonſenſe, for 
it deſerves no better title, as ought not to be'en- 
Jdured. FE os oo Cn ey 
As to the affair of Benefices, Don Franciſco has 
with much ado. prevailed with the Legate, not 'to 
propoſe what he intended, at the next Seſſion. This 
'-15 a thing that gives me no ſmall trouble ; for T-do 
ſe plainly, that the Legate is taking that courſe 
5 compalſs_ it, I formerly hinted to your 'Lord- 
FO FSYUL = ey 
Bur the thing, of all others, that gives me the. 
moſt trouble ,'is' the 'Legate's pretending, that; he 
is informed by Fan, that his Majeſty is coritented 
to have the Aﬀeair ſetled as the” Lepate would have 
it ;.. notwithſtanding the contrary plainly appears 
from his Majeſty's faſt Diſpatch;-about which I/had 
taken ſo much pains; his Majeſty havins therefn 
by. no means'allowed, that the Proviſions to Bene- 
fices with Cure'ſhould be lodged in the Pope: *His 
Mzjeſty's meaning in thoſe words, That- they fhatl 
confader, treat of, and conclude ſome way, Ye. 'and'that 
they ſhall be'given to ſuch as are worthy, being,/that , 
It. ſhall be done by fome way, if it is poſſible,” that is ; 
equivalent to their*being made Patrimonial, by |; 
mature Conſideration and Diſcuſſion of the” Matter. | 
Now in caſe they were, to be lodged wholly "in the 
Fope, and the Sertfement thereof were to be worded 
| According to the Legate's interpretation of Fanws's 
&ter, there would then be no need of treating cr 
One _ corcly- 
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concluding any thing abour it, which his Majeſty 
has ordered to be done; for it would certainly be 
both! the moſt ſenſeleſs and prejudicial thing that 
ever-was\ paſſed ; as'I have formerly declared, ha- 
ving oppoſed the Legate in what he would have 
done therein : having likewiſe writ my Thoughts 
thereof to your Lordſhip, his Majeſty having com- 
manded*me to do fo when there ſhould be occa- 


F & 


now | 

- Finally, This Point we are on at preſent, is the 
moſt fibſtantial and dangerous thing that can be as 

' to the/Toming ®nd departing of Proteſtants, as to 

"the doing-of any thing here to the purpoſe, and as 


to his Majeſty's compaſſing his Ends, and reaping 
ſame fruit of his. great Labours, and as to the ruj- 
ning .and diſpracing of all. But let things go as 


they will, 1 ſhall have this comfort, That his Ma- 


jeſty, if they do not 'go well, will be no ways accef- 


fary'to it, and that it will) be manifeſt to God'and 


the whole World . that it'was the Pope and his 
Miniſters having endeavoured to engroſfs all'to-them- 
ſelves, without having any regard. to the remedying 
of what is amiſs, that -has been the Cauſe of it ; 
which Remedy may God himſelf give to his Church, 
and preferve and proſper your moſt Tihuſtrious and 
Reverend Perſon and State for many years, as I 
En” ms. _ 

From Trentithe | .. ''{kij5 your Lordfhip s Hands. 
LS. + iorolnd ts = | 
#7)» 1552. Y x R . Dottor Vargas. 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 2 5th of Janu. 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


i E Seffion has been celebrated with the Su- 


ſpenſion of the Doftrines, but without doing 
any thing in the buſineſs of Reformation : It being 
impoſſible to come to a concluſion with the Legate, 
about any thing of that kind ; which, conſidering 
how he manages and carries Matters here, I do rec- 
kon to be no great damage. ; 
- The Legate has at laſt pronounced. the ſafe Con- 
duct, and your Lordſhip will eafily imagine what 
pains; we have been at. to bring him to it : He pre- 
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tended to: add fome Clauſes, and take. away. others, | 


which: coſt us; a great deal of trouble: Inſomuch 


that we do reckon that we have done a mighty Bu- ? 


ſineGs, in having procured. it in the form you ſe it 


In, and, intruth, we were very near having come 


to a Rupture with him about it. LI pray God the 
Proteſtants may. be ſatisfy*d with it, ſince abating 
ſome things which were not convenient, . and others 
we were forced to qualific, becauſe there was no 
poſſibility of perſuading the Legate to yield to them; 
particularly that concerning the free Exerciſe of their 
Rites, which was by his Majeſty's Order ſo qualify'd, 
as only to amount to a Toleration, ſo as not to be 
liable to be puniſhed for any Excefſes in the Matters 
of their Religion, &c. but without granting them 
an expreſs Licenſe, as the Council of Baſil did to the 
Bobemians ; as alſo the manner how they were to 
handle their Controverſies ; for there being no pol- 
fibility of bringing the Legate ta admit of that 

T7 Clauſe 


; 
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Clauſe. of the Council of Baſil, we were out of pure 


the Council of Trent. Q1 

neceſſity forced to let it paſs as it is, which E hope 
will, gye-content , it beipg ſaid, 'Er, (ignanter quod 
cauſe cantroverſe troctentur ; which as it implies 
as much as the Protefiants deſired, fo in having 
uſed only the word treftentur, they will: not be ob- 
liged thareby to ſubmit; to the Decrecs of the Pope, 
or to any ſuch matters ; there did- not: want: thoſs 
wha were very earneſt, to have had the word: judz- 


centar added; which woyld have extream]y exaſpe- 
rated the Proteſtants, becauſe-thereby the Council 


would have. been made their Judges:; which was all 

It. the Legate ever. pretended: to; But. this, and 
everal other ſuch things, were oppoſed by thaſe-af 
aur Party, Dr. Adalvends, notwithfianding; bis indiſ- 
palition , behaving. himſelf therein to admiration: 


the ſubſſance of all that; they deſired, and-the ſame 


with that of Boſs. | 
After.we had- overcome theſe, and: ſeveral other 
Difficulties, the Legate was, for having the Claus, 
that contained. the. Pope's promiſe for to run thus; 
Pro ſJanihifimo Domino naſtro ; about which, after 
there. had. been..a great deal of ſtir, at! la& we agreed 
that neither the Pope nor his. Majeſty ſhould be nas 
med in it,; but, that: it; ſhowld run- thus: Pro princi- 
pibus tam . eccleſtaſticis guem ſecularibus ; foi that it 
was the Eve. of. the Seſſjon befare we. carme- to. aw 


d upon having. the words quaztay: in nobis eft ad- 
Fm to the,Clauſe of Security, which we got by pure 
int of Reaſon to. be left out., .. -.. 


This. is all that: relates to the ſafe: Conduct; 


4 


which, in-point of ſecurity, and. other things, is as 
full .as the Proteſtants. can define to have:it; unleſs 
to 


E ſay, theſe Particulars, abated, this ſafe Conduct is 


Egan how it was-to.be, the Iegate:having in-. 
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to juſtifie their pretences, they are for finding flaws 


in every thing. ay + a 
Don Franciſco has taken! a'great deal of -pains to 


fatisfie Duke Maurice's Envoys, but to little pur- 


poſe ; who do ſtill infiſt on this, That they cannot 
exceed their Commiſſion, in-yielding to'the change 
of one Title, in the ſafe Condutt'of Baſil : His Ma- 
jeſty muſt be pleaſed to concern himſelf in this, and 
not for to ſuffer: all to depend on thoſe to whom he 
gave but little ſafe Conduct for what they did yeſter- 


day in the General Congregation, in which they 


propoſed all that they had given in- before to our 


| Embaſſadors, | with the addition of ſome other hold 


things. SOT 

In the Congregation that was held yeſterday, and 
in that of this morning, the Envoys of Wirtembourg 
having preſented their Powers, deliver'd in there- 
with a Book of their Confeſſion, and certain Heads 
of their Pretenſions ; a Copy whereof I do here ſerid 
your Lordihip : It would be a large Hiſtory to re- 
late'all that has patſed with the Legate, before we 
could get him to admit theſe *people ; 'of which 
Don Franciſco, who did, and'is'ſtill doing all thar is 
poſſible, muſt have writ at large': for, the truth'is, 
we had a very hard tug of it,” *'/* LEO Ih 
- As for the Legate, fince' his having heard the 


Propoſitions which. were' made afid\ſpoke to by the 


Envoys, hedo's things that-are aſtoniſhing'; for be- 
ides, that he:made the Synod hefore they were heard 


for to enter :a -Proteſtati6;” of which T there ſend 
your Lordſhip-a Copy, he"would*needs have had it 
repeated again at the publick/Seffion,' till -F'conyin- 


ced him of the mconveniency thereof, as I did*alfo 


of ſeveral other things; by telling him that'it = i 


be: muchr berter 40 let the! dokig-6fit after firch a 
2 manner 
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manner alone, and not to add any Clauſe to it that 
was odious; which I obtained of him, and fo it 


paſſed-2s it is. With this I do reckon the War is 
aQually begun ; for that after the granting of this 
ſafe Conduct, and the ſecurity it promiſeth, AMe- 
lanfhon and his Companions, will have nothing to 
plead in excuſe for their not coming hither, and 


that ſpeedily too, rhe next Seſſion being ordered to 
'be held on the 15th of March ; after which time I 
believe it will be impoſſible for us, without breaking 


with the Pope, to obtain a longer term, he and his 


Miniſters being in a terrible fright thorow their. 


imagining, that our aim in theſe delays 15 fo procure 
a Reformation : But as 1 was always fatisfy*'d of 
what was his Majeſty's intentions therein, 1 was 
much more ſo by his laſt Letters concerning this 
delay and the next Sefion. On the 2oth Inſtant I 
acquainted your Lordſhip with what had pafled 
here, in reference to the Dottrine of Order, and 
with ſome Clauſes being therein, that are extreamly 
prejudicial to the Church, in general, and in parti- 
cular to the Rights of Biſhops, Proviſions of Bene- 
fices, and the Dignities and Patronages that belong 
ro Princes in Cathedral Churches, and, above all, 
to his Majeſty. The Clauſe which deſtroys all theſe, 
and both condemns the Primitive Church, and ob- 
rus all Remedies for the future, I do here ſend 
your Lordſhip, as I do aiſo the whole Doftrine , 
which has ſeveral ſuch pernicious Clauſes in it; to 
all which I have ſet a mark. Now as T do not think 
there 1s any thing of greater importance than this is, 
ſo it is viſible the Legate has ſer his heart extreamly 
upon if, anc is very angry with the Prelates for be- 
ing aware thereof ; and who for that reaſon finding, 
that he f.o11!d rot be able to pes it in the Furry of. 
| : a dSeſſjon, 
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a Seflion , he has ordered the Doftrines to be put | 
to the Vote the next day after to morrow, his Soul | 


being ready to leap out of his Body to carry this 
Point, with all its pernicious conſequences ; where- 
of the chief is, That all Power will be given to the 
Pope. I have already advertiſed Doz Franciſco there- 
of, who is prepared to do all that he is able to hin- 


Ger it 3 Nevertheleſs, I am till afraid that the Le- 


eate may carry this point, he having boaſted already 
that he Ai given more to the Apoſltolical See, than 
was ever given to it by any that were before him. 


But beſides what has been faid of the importance of | 


theſe matters, their having never been diſcuſſed or 

ropoſed muſt be inſiſted on, - to put a ſtop to the 

egate; who if ſuffered to do it in this, may take 
the ſame courſe in all other things; for ſince theſe 
matters have been ſuſpended till ſuch time as the 
Proteſtants have been heard, there is no reaſon why 
they ſhould be concluded and agreed on by the Sy- 
nod, before that has been done, ſince that muſt de- 
feat the Suſpenſion, and the Proteſtants will be heard 
in a Cauſe that is pre-judged. Now all that can 
be done here, ſerves only to gain time; the Remedy 
being to be had no-where but at Rome, where his 


Majeſty muſt do all he can with the Pope, to put a 


ſtop to this buſineſs : God grant he may ſucceed in 
K. For can ſee ſuch things preparing, that un- 
leſs we wil be content to ſuffer great Miſchiefs to 
be done both to the Church and his Majeſty, this 
Synod muſt end in a Tragedy : And what a miſera- 
ble thing is this, that in ſuch a Prince's time, ſuch 
things as theſe ſhould be ſuffered to be carried on 
with ſo great Violence, by the Legate, who affronts 


_ and threatens all that have the courage to 0 


him in any thing, and who, the other day, called 
_ the 
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e Biſhop of Oren an Heretick : For my own part, 
apa. bak how ſuch Exceſles as theſe come 
to be endured, unleſs it be for our greater con- 
fuſion, os 
It would be a long work to lay open the Reaſons 
and Ground of all theſe Matters; but your Lordſhip, 


who has ſo quick an inſight into things, will, from 


what I have writ here, and on other occations, un- 
derſtand what my Thoughts are of them ; 2nd will 
ſee, that a ſhort and ſpeedy Remedy is abſolutely ne- 
celſary to the things we are here toiling about : For 
the obtaining whereof, and that I might give your 
Lordſhip an account of. all that paſleth here, was 
what diſpoſed me to write ſo much at this time, 
when a multitude of Troubles and Buſineſs do fo 
oppreſs me, as will ſcarce allow me time to breathe 
in, to the endangering of my health. 
I forgot to tell you that the Legate being obliged 
to it by the great noiſe it made, has ſo far quitted 
the Chufe, which would have given to. the-Pope a 
ſuperiority over Councils, . as to temper it, by put- 
ting only #no, for unico & ſupremo copite ; wl 
it ought entirely to have been left out, as an impor- 
tune and unſeaſonable thing at this time, and in this 
place ; for what occaſion is there in the treating and 
diſcuſſing the DoQrine of Order, to niake any men- 
tion of Juriſdiction ; and what can be more imper- 
tinent than to be always thus inculcating the Pope's 
power ; which, though great, is not ſuch as the Le- 
gate pretends it is: For which reaſon the Legate 
would not ſuffer, nor ſo much as hear, of the Name 
of Bajil being put in the ſafe Condu, where it is 
ſaid, Praxis Chriſti & primitive eccleſie ; notwith- 
ſtanding the whole of what was contained in that 
paſſage, is put into it. I ſhall not fail, according 
to my duty, to adviſe your Lordſhip of ell that 3s 
done 


ſhip, having writ to no body elfe at this time. 
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done here, | whoſe moſt Illuftrious and Reverend 
Perſon and State may our Lord proſper and Conti. 
nue for many Years, as I delire. | 


From Trent the - I kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


25th of Janu- 
by, 1552. 2 Or Vargas. 


P. $. Don Franciſco intends to write ſpeedily, in 
whoſe Letters your Lordſhip will meet with a full 
Relation of all Afﬀairs: This I do for your Lord- 


I muſt return to put you in mind, that it is ne- 
ceflary the fore-mentioned buſineſs ſhould be care- 
fully Jooked after ; for the Legate has very ill de- 
ſigns going on, and appears to be reſolute in them ; 
for he goes about Negotiating for Votes as if his 


- Life lay at ſtake, which he looks upon as a very 


honourable Employment ; IT know the Preſidents, 
particularly he of Verona, do not think well of this, 
and are much againſt adding thoſe Clauſes, and that 
principally which faith,” Unzus diſpenſatione, &e. no 7 
ſuch thing having ever been done before ; but the . 
Preſidents are things, the Legate makes as little ac- 
count of, as he do's of other people. 


(35,07, yy 0 24; ay 
ie ra nl Ry dT + Py 
$7 TIEN CI 1) "4s ara 
- 7 2s I KAY, % 
HO WT AFG = : 


Dr. Var- 


the Comicil' of Trent. 


97 

rend 
Mntl- ; | | | | 

Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 1 9th of Janu- 
'. ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 
T15. ” | 

Moſt THluſtrious and Reverend Lord, \ 

,in 8 11K Majeſty's Diſpatch is juſt now arrived, and 
full 3 is as full as was neceſſary, or as I could have de- 
"Id- >} fired, or as might be expetted, coming thorow your 
| * Lord(hip's hands, Don Franciſco, after our having 
ne- had ſome diſcourſe together about the execution 
re- thereof, immediately diſpatched away this Expreſs, 
de. which is in ſuch haſt, as will not ſuffer me to in- 
m ; large; neither is it necefſary I ſhould, fince Dor 
his- Franciſco has done it. | 
ry Lam, and that for good reaſons, extreamly folli- 
ts, citous to know what his Majeſty would have done 
IS, in caſe the Legate ſhould not be perſuaded to comply 
at with what he defires: For tho? it is true, that he 
NO can have no reaſon for his refuſing to do it, he ne- 
he vertheleſs continues very obſtinate, ſeeming to be 
C- reſolved, by one way or other, to hinder or avoid 


WO RUNS FO er Yr 


any Congreſs with the Proteſtants: in which affair 
we ſhall be ſure to have trouble enough with him. 
I pray God it do not end in ſuch a diſturbance, as 
he deſires, and is now labouring to raiſe, upon his 
being defeated of his ſo much defired Prorogation, 


by his Majeſty's having got the determination of the 
Dodtrines to be ſuſpended, as it was reaſonable they 


ſhould, and that without having the Seſſion put off, 
which would have been atrended with ſeveral incon- 
veniencies I need not here take notice of, having 


fome days ago acquainted your Lordſhip with 


them, 
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In caſe the Legate ſhould not be prevailed with. 
all, but ſhould perfift in his obſtinacy, as he is like 
enough to do, and that after a boiſterous manner, 
when he once comes to ſee how much the Pope's 
and his own Reputation are concerned therein ; it 


will then be neceliary for his Majeſty's honour, that 


we, on our part, ſhould be fo provided for a diſtur- 
bance, as to be able ro make it notorious, that his 
Majeſty is' not to blame for it : For whenever any 
ſach contention ſhall ariſe, in the end, the Pope will 


| be ſure to throw the fault upon his Majeſty ; whom 
' we ought therefore to take care to vindicate, which 
_ we may doceafily, and without giving offence, by 


keeping our ſelves always upon the Defenſive, or by 
having no great regard to the Pope's friendſhip; from 


which, if it hangs by ſo ſlender a thread as this is, 
" we can never expect any great matters':: For ſhould 


the Synod be interrupted on this occaſion, it will 


| be of great moment to us, and eſpecially as to the 


Aﬀairs of Germany, to make it manifeſt to-God and 
all: the World, that his Majeſty was no ways the 
Cauſe of it; whoſe Honour, notwithſtanding: his 
Endeavours have proved abortive, will be maintain- 
ed thereby. As to the firſt of theſe ways, if it is 
taken, we muſt manage it as-well as we can with the 
Legates : But for the ſecond, we muſt wait till-we 
have' his Majeſty's Anſwer about it; whict the 
ſooner it comes, the better it will be: Your Lord- 
ſhip may be pleaſed to conſider likewiſe, Whether 
It would: not be convenient, to' prepare the Pre- 


lates for to oppoſe the Legate in his deſigns ; and 


that rhe Envoys of JWirrenbourg arid Strazhourg 
!yould' preſent their Propoſitions in a-Congregation, 


before the meeting. of the Seffion; that ſo the Pre- 
ates may know the better what they are to inſiſt 
on; that in caſe any diſturbance ſhould happen, pub- | 


IT 


oO RS AER te” 


PTL IS SE Get IP Eee 3305's s weed - 
Ng ea EEE eng os EG ; 
7 "> FOX bh he I NP CoH, Cd d 
AN A SR Re kd : þ 


OR Po AER ESP Ss IN I AY 


the Council of Trent. v9 
lick Inflruments may be made thereof ; that what 
is done may not be left in Words, and private Tranf- 
ations with the Legate , who will afterwards be 
fure to deny all, and will fo diſguiſe things as to 
make them appear as he would have them. Far- 
thermore; if the Legate ſhould , notwithſtanding 
all we can do to prevent it, create ſome diſturbance, 
either by not holding a Sefſhion , or by celebrating 
of one, and carrying his Point therein by a mayort- 
ty; for I have formerly told your Lordſhip what 
Work was going on here ; it will then be conveni- 
ent, that our Embaſſadors ſhould have a publick In- 
ſtrument prepared, which ſhall in few words, and 
a civil ſtyle, contain the whole force and ſubſtance 
of the Buſineſs ; which Inſtrument may be delivered 
to the Legate and' Preſidents, either at their own 


Houſes, or in the Synod, at a Congregation, or at 


the Seſſion when the Legate ſhall begin to move the 
Points he is driving at. It being expedient both 
for God and his Majeſty*s Service, if this ſhould 


come to end'in\ a Tragedy, that there ſhould remain 


ſome publick Inſtruments thereof, to teftifie the 
truth'of Things, to the preſent and all future Ages. 

Your Lordſhip may be pleaſed to conſider what 
is fit to be done; for whatever you do preſcribe, will 


certaitily be moſt conyenient, I haveenlarged more 


chai the þbRE the Currier iv" in, could well diſpenſe 
with, T ſhall ere long give your Lordſhip an ac- 
coutit of a Buſineſs you will be aſtoniſhed at, which 


| is the Foun? haying foiſted ſeveral Paſſages into' 
I 


the Dorine of Order, which muſt of neceſſity ruine 
all: Of whith,' before T obſerved ir, and ſpoke of 
it, there was not one that: fell into the Account ; 
and. indeed,- conſidering how things are managed 
here, I do not at all wonder at it. By which 


means, and by the brutal Violences, Pretenſions and 
H 2 Obſtinacy 
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- Obſtinacy of the Legate, things are running into 


ſuch a ſtate, as muſt in the end, if I am not miſta- 
ken, make both himſelf and the whole Earth for to 
tremble ; or if it does not make him, it muſt be be. 
cauſe he is given over to a reprobate ſenſe, as, in 


- truth, he ſeems to be abundantly in every thing that 
' he does: The Lord remedy things, and preſerve 


and proſper your moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Per- 


' fon and State for many years, as 1 deſire, 


| From 64 the I kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands, 
9th of 7anu- 
os. 4 Dottor Vargas. 


=» 
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Dr, Vargas's Letter of the 2oth of Janu- 


ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras, 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


lf | Lon very Afternoon I writ to your Lordſhip ; 
£ the reaſon of my now Writing to you again, 
1s to acquaint your Lordſhip with what they are do- 
ing here. Don Franciſco has ſpoke to the Legate ; 
and your Lordſhip may eaſily imagine, that what 
paſſed between them was exorbitant and like the Le- 
gate ; however, they came at laſt to the Concluſion 
I mentioned 1n my former s /7z, That the Dotrines 
ſhould not be determined ; but as to the Canons of 
Reformation, the Legarte, to this hour, is not to be 
perſuaded to pronounce them ; [that being a Work 
he is not at all fond of; and when we deſired him 
to take time to conſider of it, and to give us his 
Anſwer to morrow ; he declared he would not treat 


about it any more, 


Don 
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Don Franciſco, who is very ſincere in his Actings, 
--25 ſince talked with me about it, deliring to know 
what I thought of it. I told him I was of opinion 
that it ought to be inſiſted on, ſo as to oblige them 
ro pronounce the Canons of Reformation, that ſo 
his Majeſty's Orders might be obſerved in all things ; 
and that this might be made a Seſſion, by having 
paſſed ſome judicial Ats: As alfo, that we might 
defeat the Legate, whoſe drift in all this is to make 
way for a Suſpenſion ; which, being the deſign of 
what he is doing, is a ſufficient Indication of his 
having no reaſon on his ſ:de. Wherefore we are 
reſolved to have another pyll with him to morrow 
about it, and not to give over untill we have ob- 
tained it, if it is poſſible. 

I am fill afraid the Legate will compaſs his Ends; 
and though they may not determine the DoCtrines, 
yet that they will finally reſolve them into Canons. 
by the way of Deputation, which will be much the 
ſame. I pray God they may never do it, nor be 
ſuffered to pronounce any Doctrines that are ſo dan- 
gerous, or any thing that 15 not convenient ; ſince it 
5 plain, that all they drive at, is to get all the Pope's 
Pretenſions eſtabliſhed, under the DoCtrines of Or- 
der ; and fo, inſtead of healing, to deſtroy and ruine 
all : thoſe being Matters which were never ſo much 
as propoſed or diſputed on in the Council ; neither 
Is it fitting, as things ſtand here, that they, or any 
thing elſe of the ſame nature, ſhould be medled with 
in this Synod. 

The Pope's Power, not only as to its Formality» 


but as to its Matter and Uſe, is, and has always | 


been capable of being ſo ordered, as is judged to be 
moſt for the Edification of the Church. Now there 
are Clauſes put into the DoCtrines, which do not 
_ only pretend to condemn ſome Opinions in their 
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Heretical ſenſe, but in a ſenſe alſo that is maintain- 
ed by Catholicks: For example; that the Ordina- 
tion of Prieſts, or of the Miniſters of all ſuperiour 
and inferiour Orders, 1s a Sacrament, and belongs 
only to Biſhops, is a Catholick Doftrine: Yet 
for all that, in th2 condemning of that Propoſition 
of Luther's, That all Men are equally Prieſts ; and, 
that there is no other Ordination, but that of the 
conſent of the People ; the Dottrine, That there is 
a Right in the People to appoint this or that perſon 
to miniſter in a Church, ought not to be condem- 
ned, it having been the ancient Uſage of the Church, 
' thorow ſeveral Ages, for Miniſters to be appointed, 
and for Nignities and Benefices to be conferred by 
| the Election of the Clergy and People ; ſo as never 
to have any Rettor or Prelate impoſed upon them 
againſt their will : the Juſtice whereof is proved by 
St. Cyprian from Examples in Scripture, and is de- 
rived from a Divine Right. Now, notwithſtanding 
this way of Electing, by reaſon of the Contentions 
ard Diſturbances wherewith it was many times at- 
tended, has been laid aſide; nevertheleſs, it bas never 
been ſo far condemned, as not to be capable of be- 


ing reſtored again in part, or in whole. if the Church 


 ſhonld think good. Farthermore, there are ſeveral 
actual Rights, that ariſe purely from that ancient 
One; namely, all Patronages belonging to Princes 
in Cathedral Churches ; which, if there ſhould be 
occaſion, I will undertake to prove, .that they do 
_ not hold them by that Title the Popes pretend they 
do: For which reaſon, the Legate does not care 
that they ſhould be ſo much as mentioned, bur is 
labouring all he can to have a DoQtrine condemned 
in ſuch a ſenſe, that muſt, in effet, deſtroy them. 
And as in doing this they will condemn an ancient 
Cuſtom of the Univerſal Church, fo they will there- 
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by ſhut a door againſt all future Remedies, by gi- 
ving all to the Pope, to the introducing of more 
Abuſes ; and that after ſuch a manner, that how 
neceſſary ſoever it may be to oppoſe them, there will 
be no doing of it; and ſo the World ſhall be left | 
without any hopes of ever ſeeing things redreſfcd. 
The Diſputes about this Afﬀair have been loud 
and warm, by reaſon of the Legate's endeavouring 
to carry this and every thing elſe he has a mind to 
by Threats and Terrors. 

The Legate pretends likewiſe to add a Clauſe, 
which would finally determine the Queſtion of the 
Pope being ſuperiour to a Council ; in which he 
| has been contradifted by ſome of the Diſputants, 

who alledged that there was no occaſion for med- 
ling with ſuch matters at this time, and that it 
could not be done without giving great ſcandal, and 
raiſing a mighty broil : And the Biſhop of Oran hap- - 
pening only to ſay, that he was doubtfull in the 
Point, and for that reaſon defired ſome farther time 
to conſider of it ; he was taken up by the Legate 
after a moſt inſolent and injurious manner: who 
told him thereupon, That whoever was doubtfull 
in the Faith, was a Heretick; and that he was a 
Heretick for having faid what he did : All which; 
the Biſhop ſuffered with a great deal of patience. 
By this your Lordſhip may ſee how things are car. . 
ried here, and in what things they place Faith. 

Befides what I have obſerved, there is another 
Clauſe behind, which will be extreamly prejudicial ; 
It is that wherein the Legate pretends that no Bi- 
ſhop or Prelate has any Right, in any Caſe, imme- 
diately from God, but that they derive all their 
Rights purely from the Pope's Grants and Difpen- 
ſation ; and that all Offices, Benefices not excepted, 
are ſolely at the Pope's epolpl 
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104 Dr. Vargas's Letters of 
| Now is it not a pleaſant thing to have people, at 
a time when they ſhould be redreſfing and removing 


_ ancient Abuſes, labouring to eſtabliſh ſuch things as 


theſe, and to beſtow all upon the Pope? As it is 


_ plain they are from the paſſage Crjws diſpenſati- 


one, ec. in the Clauſe I ſend you with this. 
Now what may truly and reaſonably be allowed 
the Pope, is, That he is Prince and Vicar of the 


Catholick Church, or the firit. Biſhop to whom all 


others are ſubject and ſubordinate ; but not fo, but 
that other Prieſts and Biſhops do derive their Right 
from God, and not from the Pope, who, without a 
juſt Cauſe, has no Power either to deprive them, or 
to diminiſh any of their Rights; every Biſhop in his 


Cure having as much Power from Chriſt as is ne- 


ceſſary to the diſcharge of his Office, though with 


the fore-mentioned Subordination and Subjettion, 


this is the Doftrine of St. Auſtin, Cyprian, Chryſo- 
ſtom, Gregory, Rernard ; in a word, it is agreeable to 
the conſent and interpretations of the Church ; 
neither was the contrary ever afferted by any but 
Paraſites, who were the People that have ſtarted all 
{1011 matters of Benefices and Juriſdictions. 
cr as Paternity 1s an Oeconomy belonging to a 


v27on, Which cannot be taken away without a juſt _ 


Cauſe, though the ſubje&t thereof is in ſubjection 


to a Prince; ſo a Prelate, who is a Father and Pa- 


ſtor, is not deprived of his proper Rights by being 
ſubject to the Pope: So that to go about to eſtabliſh 
an Hierarchy in the Church upon any other bottom 
than this, is, in effet, to confound and deftroy ir, 
and to ſubject it to more inconveniencies than can 
be imagined : Nevertheleſs the Pope, if he could 
carry this Point, though all things elſe were ruined, 
and whatever was done in the ancient Church, con- 
demned, would find his own Account in it ; for at- 
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| > yer that, there would be no poſſibility of ever having 
\2ny thing redrefſed. a PE, 

I was the firſt that diſcovered this Plot, which TI 
communicated to Don Franciſco and others, as was 
proper ; by which means, it is now underitood by 
every body to be both an 1mpertinent and pernici- 
ous Clauſe, which ought neither to be propoſed, 
nor ſo much as mentioned any more: Nay, ſome 
of the Deputics have been 10 cager to have it quite 
laid aſide, as to declare, that they will not meddle 
with any buſineſs till that 1s done. : 

The Legate is at work with his tricks, asking 
all people why they are for depriving the Pope of 
his Power ; behaving himfelf- at ſuch a rate, that 
ſome of - the principal Deputies are for going no 
more to the Congregations ; that is, of the DNeputa- 
tions, ſince they enjoy no liberty, and are aftronted 
when they are there; and the Biſhop of Cologne, 
who is one of them, has faid, That in caſe the Le- 
gate ſhould carry thoſe Points, he will deſtroy the 
Papacy thereby ; and he certainly ſpoke true, in that 
it would run a very great risk. Now if theſe Con- 
tentions ſhould be brought into the General Con- 
gregation, and not be remedied, we ſhall have buj- 
neſs enough to employ our Thoughts about, I was 
willing to give your Lordſhip an account of this, 
aS in duty bound; as alſo to let you ſee how ne-- 
ceflary the Suſpenſion of the determination of thoſe 
Doctrines is, as well for the ſake of the Proteſtants, 
as that we may have more time for to take breath, 
for the preventing of ſuch Inconveniencies, and to 
keep ſuch great Diforders and Violences from being 
eſtabliſhed ; to the hindring whereof, the Congreſs 
= of the Proteſtants will be of no ſmall effet; who, 
- when they come, may perhaps agree to do what the 
Legate does not think of, 0 
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Our Lord reinedy things, for there is great need 
of it, and protect and proſper your moſt Illuſtrious 
and Reverend Perſon and State for many years, as 
. I dehire. 


From Trent the I do kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


20th of Janu- 


ary, 1552. Doftor Varga S, 


The Clauſe of the DoE/rine in the Sacrament of Order. 


Hanc autem unam Hierufalem de clo deſcen- 
dentem merito appellari pofle, quod per antiquam 
Hieruſalem veteris eccleſiz ordinatiſimam politiam 
adumbratam ad coeleſtis Hierufalem formam 6c ex- 
emplar exatta fuerit ; nam ut illa ſub uno ſupremo 


Rettore varios & diverſos miniſtrandi continet or- 


dines, ita viſibilis Chriſti eccleſia, fummum 1pſius vi- 
carium, pro unico & ſupremo capite, in terris habet, 
Cujus diſpenſatione fic reliquis omnibus membris officia 
diſtribuuntur, ut ſuis queque in ordinibus & ſtationi- 
bus collocata munera ſua, in totius eccleſie utilitatem 
cum maxima pace & unione exequantur. 


To the purpoſe of the fore-mentioned, the Con- 
gregation having deſired the Opinion of one of the 


_ graveſt and moſt learned among the Prelates, vz. 


the Biſhop of Gxadix concerning theſe Doftrines : 


He, by a Note, ſent them it, as followeth. 


Feſterna note perlegi doftrinam, nam ſemel antea 
legeram, in qua licet multa bene dicantur, habet tamen 
zonnulla falſa, & multa dubia : ſcatet opinionibus, ob 
zdque cenſerem conſultius fieri (4 dimittatur : ne dubia 
obtrudantur pro certis a ſanita Synod, 


But 
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But the Legate, after he had read this, urging 
him yehemently to declare his Mind more particu- 
larly ; he did not care to do it any otherwiſe, then 
as it is in the following Note. 


Non eſt quod mihi occurrat magis clarum & parti- 
culare, ſuper doftrinas, quam id quod dixi, ſeilicet, 
mihi non placere ob caſas dittas, que ſufficientes & 
particulares ſatis videntur, de quibus poterit ſacra de- 
puratio judicare : Tum eriam, quia cum dotirina non ſit 
neegſaria, ad Synodales deter minationes, & vix con- 
clugi poſſit fine offendiculo opinionum que 4 Catholicis 
tenentur, us jam experimento didicinus, non poſſum 


non. refutare dodrinam prolixam &- bujuſmodi pericu- 


ly expoſitam, ne dicam obuoxiam. 


1 forgot to tell your Lord{hip that the Legate has 
on this occaſion made 20 Deputies, reckoning in 
himſelf and the two Preſidents, which is a thing 
that has made a great deal of ſport : His Intent 
therein is, That having already given their Votes at 
the Deputation, they fhould not Vote again in the 
General Congregations : than which nothing can 
be more unreaſonable ; for notwithſtanding the De- 
puties may be good Men, and may have given the 
Legate ſome trouble ; neverthelef5 there are tome of 


that Number, who had better be heard in the Con-- 


gregations, than in the Deputations; which is a 
thing eyery body falls into the account of, 


Varg@s, beſides what he writ in his Letters to the 
Biſhop of Arras againſt this pernicious Clau%, writ 


at the ſame time a ſhort, but learned Paper againſt 


It in Latine, which is publiſhed in the Appendix, 
and from its Original] MSS. 


Dr. Var- 
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Vargas s Letter of the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Hluftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Our Lordſhip will be acquainted by Doz Fra. 
| Ciſco's Letter to his Majeſty, with my being to 


'ceme to Court: Tt is a thing I would gladly have 


* . excuſed, had not Don Franciſco been ſo reſolute, that 


it is neceſſary for his Majeſty's Service that I ſhould 
20, to give his Majeſty and your Lordſhip an ac- 
count of what is doing here, and to repreſent feye. 


ral things, which cannot be done fo well by Letters. 


It will eaſily be believed, that my chief encourage- 
ment to undertake this Journey, Is the opportunity 
I ſhall have thereby of kiſſing your Lordſhip's hands, 
a thing I ſo much deſire. 

I ſhall part from hence in two days ; and being 


no. very good Traveller, ſhall be two days by the way. 


_ Don Franciſco having writ at large, and I being, if 
it ſhall pleaſe God, to wait upon you fo ſoon, I ſhall 
- Not enlarge at preſent, as | intended to have done 
_ after the writing of my laſt, before this Journey was 
_ thought of. The Lord preſerve and proſper your 

Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Perſon 
and State for many years, as I deſire. 


From Trent th . 5. 
28th df Jons- I kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


87s 1552. Doctor Vargas. 


Dr, Var- 
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Dr. Vargas s Letter of the 2 6th of Febru- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


|| Arrived here ſafe and well, praiſed be God for 

it, by Dinner-time, on Sznday laſt, being the 
21ſt Inſtant ; but ſo loaded with the Favours and 
Obligations, not to mention the former, your Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to lay upon me, that it will not be 
poflible for me, ſhould I live a thouſand years, ever 
to diſcharge ſo great a debt. 

May God preſerve your Lord(hip as we, and I 
in particular, ſtand in need he ſhould, and give me 
ability to endeavour to fatisfie that debt in part ; 
who, whatever I am, or ſhall be, ſhall always ac- _ 
knowledge your Favours, and employ my ſelf wholly 
1n your Service: But ſince that can never amount to 
the payment of ſo great a debt, I do kiſs your Lord- 
ſhip's hands a thouſand times, and particularly for 
your writing to every body concerning me as you 
doz whereby you do me ſo many Favours and Kind- 


' © Nneſles, that I can ſay no more of them, than I have 


faid already. 

_ So ſoon as II arrived here, I gave an account of 
my Negotiation to the Embafſſadors, who, as your 
Lordſhip will underſtand by their Letters, were well 
ſatisfy'd with the Diſpatch I brought; and I did ac- 
quaint Don Fraxciſco particularly with the Obligati- 
ons he is under to your Lordſhip , for the ſpecial 
care you take of his Concerns, and the eſteem you 
have for his Perſon; of all which he is extreamly 
ſenſible, and is undoubtedly much your Lordſhip's 
Servant, and Wwithall as honeſt and well-deſerving a 
Perſon as you take him to be. "x Th 

ave 
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1 have likewiſe told all the Prelates and learned 
Men that are here, how much they are beholden to 
your Lordſhip, for the particular care you take to 
lay all their Merits and Services before his Majeſty ; 
for which, being ſenſible how much they are in- 
debted to you, they do kifs your Lordſhip's hands ; 
recommending you, fogether with his Majeſty, to 
God in their Sacrifices- and Prayers: I have Jike- 
wiſe acquainted' them with the particular good Offi- 
ces you- do them, which has given them great con- 
tent; By which means, and that of his Majeſty's 
religions Conduct, the Prelates ſeem to be' much 
animated to ſerve God and his Majeſty, and to exe- 
cute whatſoever ſhall be judged convenient : being 


much troubled to ſee the delays and artifices that 
are uſed by the Legate, and at his giving them no 


part in any buſineſs whatſoever : but that being no 
new thing; they bear it the better. 5 | 
_ Being-in- haſte, 1 could-not ſtay to dine with the 


Cardinal of:'7rent ;' who, being ſollicitons' to knoiw 


of: me, what-was done concerning his own and ſome 
other Affairs,. I told him how it had been ordered, 
acquainting him with ſome other things as T thought 
convenient, and particularly with your Lordfhips 
and the other Miniſters being his Friends, as I was 
his Servant : Which though he readily acknow- 


ledged, yet the accotnt I gavethim of: the Treaty, 


put him into ſuch'a Paſſion, as obliged 'me to fay all 
[could to ſoften him ngain; affuringhim, uporr his 
ſaying.that he. would in a ſhort time go. to Court 
himſelf ; that when he did, your Lordſhip wbotd 
ſatisfie him in all Points, and let him know how 


much Lam his Servant : With this he ſeemed to reft 


ſatisfy*d ; fo, I ſuppoſe, he will not be wanting to us 
n-our-prefent great Dearth, and' eſpecially at' this 


time, when the Pope's Miniſters are ſo untoward, 
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as your Lordſhip ſees, and as I have writ they are. 
When I parted from Court, the Biſhop of Am- 
pudia accompany'd me a Mile or two out of Town, 
giving me an 2ccount of the Troubles he is in, and 
of his Intention for to have come to this place ; he 
is a Perſon I never ſaw before, but he appears to me 


| to be a very honeſt Man ; but it is enqugh to re- 


commend him to your Lordſhip that he is a Pre- 
late. I gave him the beſt diretions in his buſineſs 
I] was able, adviſing him to make all the haſte he 
could'to Trext ; and having thus recommended him, 
I muſt beſeech your Lordſhip for to diſpatch him ; 
for beſides, that he may do us ſome fervice here, it 
will be a deed of Charity to relieve an oppreſled 
Prelate. 

"The Legate is full of Fears and Jealouſies, leſt I 
may. have made ſuch a relation of atfairs to his Ma- 
jeſty and your Lordſhip, as. is not for his purpoſe; 
who having; deſired- to ſpeak with me, gave. me to 
underſtand, how much he was his Majeſty's Servant, 
and that. he did not know how the things, we ſpoke 
of, had' been taken by the Pope; it would require 
much: time'to recountall that paſſed in this Conver- 
ſation, only he ſppke as one that was extreamly jea- 
lous both of the Pope and his Majeſty, and that was 
willng-to give me ſome general ſatisfattions: I an- 


 ſwered him the beſt I could, without doing-any pre- 


jadice to the'truth' in general terms ; with which 
he appeared to be ſatisfy'd ;- which I did to ſoften 
and'diſpoſe.hitn the better to db buſineſs, and to make 
him ſenſible how much! he is beholden to- his Maje- 
ſy and*your. Lordſhip z whoſe moſt. Iluftrious and 
Reverend Perſon and State may God preſerve and 
proſper for many years, as I deſire. 
ma 1 kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
ary, 1552. | Doftor Vargas. 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 2.6th of Febru. 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Mott I|/luſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Hen I arrived here, the Lezate's heart was 
ſo ſet upon the Suſpenſion, as if his Life had 
been engaged in it; he and his creatures talking of 
nothing elſe, and giving it out, as a thing that his 
Majeſty deſired, to the great grief of ſeveral of our 
Prelates : but. things are now changed from what 
they were, and the Legate, by his behaviour, does 
ſifficiently manifeſt what he has in his thoughts ; 
th: Embaſſadors and I having met about the preſent 
aftairs, they ordered what ſhould be ſaid to the Le. 
gate, appointing Don Franci{co according to cuſtom 
to ſpeak to him, which he did, a full account 
whereof your Lordſhip will meet with in their Let- 
ters. 


ſwer his Majeſty would have given to the Proteſtants 


when they come, and with the manner how he 


wouid have them proceed here at preſent, in diſpu- 
ting concerning Matrimony, without reſolving and 
decreeing the Matters that are ſuſpended, both for 


fear of hindring the Proteſtants from coming , and 


becauſe it was ſo ordered at the laſt Seſſion, 
Your Lordſhip will eafily imagine how the Le- 
gate reſented this, who going continually armed 


with artifices, and the end he aims at, would come 


to no concluſion , pretending the time is too ſhort 
to diſpute about Matrimony, and that without 
breaking Order, the reſolving and decreeing of what 
has been already handled, and was ſuſpended, could 


The main of it was to undeceive the Legate as 
to the Suſpenſion, and to acquaint him with the An- 


| 
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be put off no longer ; telling us at laſt, that he wes 
content 'to wait a few days to ſee whether the Pro- 
teſtants would come of no; which, it is faid, he 
granted, that he might have time to acquaint the 
Pope with that whole affair ; without whoſe Order 
he dares not do any thing: But as to his Reſolu- 
tion, there was no poſlibility of bringing him to 
change it ; nay, we had much ado to keep him from 
concluding the ſuſpended Matters immediately, 
though we repreſented fo him of how 1I] confe= 
quence it would be as to the Proteſtants coming hi- 
ther, and who, whatever happened, would take oC- 
caſion from thence to excuſe themfelves, if the firft 
thing that was done after their Arrival, was contra- 
ry to his Majeſty's Order: And as to the Clauſes 
he has ſet his heart ſo much on, we fhall be ſure to 
have ttouble enough with him about them, 

And whereas the thing the Legate aims at, is fo 
make this Aﬀair ſubſervient to his Pretenſions, or to 
fome diſturbance or other ; he told Doz Franciſco 
and me, that theſe being Matters that were agreed 
on 1n December, he muſt hold a Seſſion, and go on 
with them ; but in caſe the Proteſtants ſhould core, 
that he would then ſaſpend every thing ; ſo that it 


was to no purpoſe to begin to diſpute about Matri- 


mony, ſince they had not time to conclude any thing 
about it : To which I returned him ſuch an anfiver 
as I thought proper, doing it with all the addreſs 
and dexterity that I am maſter of : With which, 


though he ſeemed to be convinced, he afterwards 


reſolved to go on with what he had purpoſed : 
Upon which I. ply/d him very cloſe, repreſenting 


to him the neceflity there was of proſecuting the 


Council, and. in order thereunto to begin to diſpute 
about Matrimony, notwithſtanding they ſhould de- 
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cles relating to it mighe be propoſed and reſplved, 
leaving the reſt to another Seſſion, This T would 
have had done, that there might be nothing that 
looked like a Suſpenſion, to the defeating of the Le. 
_ gate, who knows very well what he drives at ; he 
{aid, if the Synod muſt do ſomething, he would 
have them enter immediately upon the Anſwer that 
1s to be returned to the Proteſtants : I] told him, ] 
was not of his mind ; for that ſince the Proteſtants 
had not demanded an Anſwer, there was no need 
_ of making fo much haſte with it ; telling him far- 
ther, That if what was done did not appear to be 
what his Majeſty had ordered, it would ſerve only 
to provoke the Proteſtants ; and as to the courſe he 
was ſo much for, if that were taken, his Majeſty 
would certainly be blamed for it. 
This is the preſent poſture of Afﬀairs ; not but 
that the Legate, notwithſtanding he has bis Inftru- 
tions what he 5 to. do, is full of Fears and Suſpi- 
_ cions, imagining that we deſign to promote ſome 
things, that are no ways agreeable to his Pretenfions; 
and who being armed to carry the faid Clauſes, and 
againſt a Reformation, is, fo. far as I can judge, Cc- 
firous to haye all things, fuſpended, in order to the 
having of but one Seſſion more; reckoning, that by 


baving all things decreed together, he ſhall ſtave of 


a Reformation, and promote a total Suſpenſion , 
which is the thing he. chiefly, aims at : For the rca- 
fon, why he will not proceed at preſent, though de- 
fired by every body, is his being ſenſible that his Ma- 
jeity is againſt a Suſpenſion, and would have the Sy- 
nod proſecuted, and, what is reaſbnable done there- 
in; and whereas ſhould the Proteſtants come hi- 
ther, the determination of all things, would then be 
ſuſpended: for ſome time; that the next Sefſion 
would: be celebrated. without doing any thing: This, 

though 
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though it would do well enongh for the Proteſtants, 
would not agree with what the ELegate drives 
at. : | 
My Opinion in this caſe is, That fince the Legate 


cannot he bronzht to 4o what we would have hirh, 


that it would be the leaſt itticonvenient to ſufftr fome 
days fo paſs over, and not to begin as the Legate 
would have us ; and if ic could be done, it would 
be convenient that forhe time before the Seflion, 
they ſhould begin to diſpute ebout Matrimony, 
though they ſhould determine nothing therein ; 
and in caſe the Proteſtants do come, that a Seſſion 
be held by all means, which that it might have. 
ſomething; to do, nay employ it ſelf about Canons 
of Reformation ; to the obtaining of which, it will 
be neceſſary to ply the Pope cloſe ; for if that is not 
done, the Legate will jog, ou in the ſame beaten road 
he went in the laſt Seſhon 3 which will be a very fad 
thing, and efpecially conſidering the report that is 
ſpread abroad here by the Legate and other Papal 
liniſters, of thie 7ralzan Biſhops, whom they have 
entirely in their hands, being refolved to depart. 
Were we but certain that the Proteſtants would 
come, we ſhould eaſily ſurmount all our preſent 
difficulties ; your Lordſhip muſt judge what is fit 
to be done herein, and let us have your Commands; 
for whatever you ſhall order will be moſt conve- 
niene. vs | 
I have here met with a Report of the Pope's in- 
tending to tranſlate the Council to Mantua ; and 
though I do not believe there is any ground for the 
Report, I am apprehenſive, leſt the Pope finding 
himſelf prefled hard by both Proteſtants and Ca- 
tholicks,, may ſtrike up a Peace with: the French ; 
and I am very much miſtaken if he and his Mini- 


ters are not at this time plotting ſome bold thing, 
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which nothing but Fear will keep them from exe. 
cuting: For which reaſon, it is convenient your 


Lordſhip ſhould conſult with his Majeſty about an 


Order, that ſo we may be provided for any thing 
that may happen. May God direct all, and pre- 


| ſerve and proſper your moſt Illuſtrious Perſon and 


State for many years, as I deſire, 


From Trent the 7 9's Hands. 
_— — I kiſs your Lord|hip*s Hands 
ary, 1552. FA Dotor Vargas. 


_P.S. I intreat your Lordſhip to let me know 
his Majeſty's Thoughts of the diſcourſe F had with 
him, when he diſpatched me, and I kiſſed his Hands: 
but though conſidering how he was prepared, by 
what your Lordſhip had told him of me, I may 
ealily know what he would fay : Yet there is one 
thing I do not know, which is, How I ſhall be 
able to recompence your Lordſhip, unleſs it be by 
acknowledging it all my days. 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the 2.8th of Febru. 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


T is but three days ſince I writ at large to your 
Lordſhip 3 what has ſince happened, is, a conſi- 
derable Number of Spaniſh Biſhops having aſſem- 
bled together in a Convent ; ſent four Deputies to 


Don Franciſco and the Legate; I happened to be 


with Don Franciſco when they came to him ; their 

buſineſs was to acquaint him with their being much. 
diflatisfy*d, at their not being acquainted with any 
thing that was done, the Legate having never con- 
ſulted with them whether it was convenient to pro- 
ceed; adding, that both they and the Council were 
affronted, by having ſo little account made of them, 
and by being allowed fo little liberty, with ſeveral 
other things to the ſame purpoſe ; telling us far. 
ther, that they intended to go to the Legate, and 
expoſtulate the matter with him. To all which, Dox 
Franciſco returned them a very diſcreet Anſwer, ac- 
quainting them with the things his Majeſty had de- 
fred, and with the Legate's unreaſonableneſs in not 
granting them, nor ſuffering the matters relating to 
Matrimony to be diſputed ; which, though they had 


_ come to no Reſolutions about them, ought to have 


been done for the ſatisfaction of the World ; and 
that the Conduct of the Legate and Preſidents was 
ſuch, that nothing could be offered in its Vindica- 
tion; difſuading them nevertheleſs from going near _ 
the Legate, who being fix'd by a Reſolution he had | 

received from the Pope by a Currier, their waiting 
upon him would be to no purpoſe, unleſs it were to 


raiſe a ſtorm, or to furniſh him with an on -- | 
| I 3 or 
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for the carrying on of his Pretenſjons : He aſſured 
them farther. that the Legate ſhould quickly be ac- 
quainted with their bufinefs ; and that it ſhould not 
be long before they fhould ſpeak ro him abqut this, 
and ſeveral other matters: concluding, that ſince we 
| had all the ſame aims, we ought all to aQ jointly. 
So with much ado, for Dy, appeared very reſolute 
and abſiinate, he prevaiſed with them not to go 
near the Legate, in which I affiſted him all that 
] was able, Now though FT do nor doybt of the 
Prelate's having gone into this with a good zeal ; ne- 
vertheleſs, 1m this junCture, FT muſt needs fay, it was 
- not according to knowledge. I heard ſomething of 
this buſineſs before it broke out, being infarmed 
that one of the chief Prelates, and who was the 
perſon that firſt moved it, and brought all the reſt 
into the Combination, had been perſuaded, cr to 
ſpeak more proper!y, gulled into It, by one of the 
Preſidents ; it was he of Yeroza, who put them up- 
on complaining to Den Franciſco and the Legate, 
_ of things beipg delayed as hey were ; which was 
_ done for 8o other end, but to furniſh the Legate, 
who was the chief contriver of jt, with an opportu- 
pity, to pretend, that now the Prelates began to 
complain and mutiny, it was full time to have the 
ſuſpended Dottrines refolved and determined : and 
that ſeeing there was not time ſufficient for the dif 
cutling of all the Dodtines relating to Matrimony, 
they muſt go on with that of Order, which is the 

aiforder he has ſet his heart ſo much on. 
The LEegate is hard at work to perſuade the 
World, - that his Majefty, though he pretends to be 
againſt a Suſpenſion, but would have the Council 
proceed and hold a Seffion, does, by delaying things, 
promote it all he can, hoping by means of the Pro- 
tofkants for to compafs his Ends. God knows how 
. true 
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- true this is, as he does alſo, what aims and deſigns 


the Pope and his Miniſters have in theit heads, who 
muſt not, at this time # day, think to play ſuch a 
game, 2s they are playing, without being difco- 
yered. | | 

We hear the Pope has ſent the Legate a ſevere 
Reprimand, for having, admitted the Proteſtants, 
and for having ſuffered things to run into ſuch a 
confuſion ;. fo that it is plain, their chief buſineſs at 
this time, is to ſhut the gate again, and either to 
ave off the Congreſs, or to put an end to it as ſoon 
as it is: poſſible, by getting the Clauſes in the Do- 
frine of Order decreed. and keeping the Prelates 
from conſenting to handk the DoCtrines of Matri- 
mony untill the end of the Seffion. On which Clau- 
ſes, the Legate's Soul is ſet ſo much, that he is un- ' 
der-hand Negotiating hard for Votes ; fo that we 
hare ſtill cauſe to fear, that he may carry his Points 


at laſt : He has been informed, that my late buſineſs 


with his Majeſty was to conſult with him about 
thoſe Clauſes; he had this Information from a Spa- 
niſh Prelate, whom he named when I was gone ; I 
am certain I never ſpoke of it to any body, and do 
{tilt endeavour to conceal it, ſo far as is convenient : 
This Intelligence diſturbs the Legate extreamly, ma- 


| king him very penſive. 


_ I am informed likewiſe, that the Pope very much 
complains of me; in ſome” Letters from Rome, for 


_ having been fo attive in procuring an Audiehee for 


the-Prbteſtarits, but chiefly for what I did' in the 
ſafe Condu&t, in getting the Clauſe Pro ſan&i/jimo 
patre noftro, which was put in by the Legate, for to 
be ſtruck out, and for having on that occaſion de- 
ny'd that he was ſuperiour to a Council ; having 
ſaid then, that there was no reaſon for the Synod's 
ſuffering of ſuch words, or for its acknowledging 
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any ſuch ſuperjority : But having been told ſince, 
that I had no other intent in that whole matter, but 
only to prevent the Proteſtants taking offence, and 
ſome other inconveniencies, and thar I did not 
touch on thoſe Controverſies, I hear he js pretty 
- much quieted again ; but let that be as-it will, for 
' It is no great matter if he is angry ; it is certain the 
Legate, to excuſe himſelf, has made ftrange relati- 
ons of things in his own favour : What he writ to 
Fax concerning Don Franciſco, being falſe to m 

knowledge. Don Franciſco, in my mind, proceeds 
with great moderation, being carefull how he faith 
or doth any thing that may give diſtaſte. We muſt 
wait to ſee what will be the iſſue of this, which we 


ſhall now know quickly: And, in the mean while, | 
we muſt beg it of your Lordſhip, that we may be _ 


acquainted with all Emergencies, and may have his 
Majeſty's poſitive Orders for what he would have 
done :. And that we may know in time whether the 
Proteſtants do intend to come hither, all that is 
to be done here, depending much on that, that fo 
we may have our Inſtruttions ready. Your Lord- 
ſhip has had my Opinion already of all theſe affairs : 
Our Lord preſerve and proſper your moſt Illuftri- 
ous and Reverend Perſon and State for many years, 
as I defire. | 


From Trent the T kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


28th of Febru- 
ary, 1552. Dottor Vargas. 


Dr. Var- 
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Dr. Vargas's Letter of the laſt of Febru- 
ary, 1552, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


| ; Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 
: N the 26th and 28th I writ to your Lordlhip, 


* giving an account of what had pafſed : What 
' at preſentoffers, is, That we are hourly involved in 
'* new difficulties, the Legate not being himſelf untill 
he has carried his Point ; who has not got only the 
Italians, who are of his own Set, but ſeveral of our 
Prelates likewiſe on his fide ; who have been perſua- 
ded by him, that his Majeſty, for ſome end that he 
tells them, is for delaying the Council ſo much, 
that if he could have his will, it would never end : 
And notwithſtanding the major part of them, and 
all of them that are Men of underſtanding, do know 
the truth of this matter, and do ſee plainly what 
the Legate would be at, and that all he fairh and 
doth 1s trick and artifice, things are nevertheleſs 
reduced to the foreſaid terms: And whereas the 
Legate's Soul js ready to leap out of his Body, to 
have the Clauſes of the Do&trine of Order paſſed 
and determined ; he promotes every thing that tends 
to that end, on purpoſe to ſhut the door againſt the 
Proteſtants ; being much troubled at his having gi- 
ven an- Audience to Manrice's Envoys and thoſe of 
Wittemburg ; for which, as I am informed, he has 
had a ſevere Reprimand from the Pope : For which 
reaſon, and that there may be no Seſſion held, after 
| the ſuſpended Matters are once determined, or elſe 
F that he may have ſome colour for raiſing a diſtur- 
bance, he will not ſuffer the Dottrine of Matrimony 
to be handled, deſigning thereby to bring the'$y- 
nod under a neceffity of determining the ſuſpended 
| Doctrines, 
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Doftrines, or to bring about ſome other End he 


| has in his eye : For he pretends,. that if a Seflion is 


not held for the determming of thoſe Matters, that 
the Italians will be gone, neither will it be in his 
power to keep them much longer at Trent : Though 
there is no body but knows, that whenever they de- 


part, it will be, becauſe he has-ordered them to go, | 


in order to diſſolve the Council : All which, though 
they may perhaps be only brutal pretences given out 
according to his cuſtom, for the carrying and com- 
paſting of his deſigns; nevertheleſs, conſidering on 
what terms things are here at preſent, and how the 
Pope and his Miniſters, fince the Congreſs with 
the Proteſtants, are changed from what they were; 
and the Apprehenſions they are under of the Span- 
ards inſiſting on having a Reformation, and the 
great Agony they are 1n till the forefaid Clauſes are 
determined ; it may juſtly be feared, that they will 
by one way or other bring about the Diſſolution of 
the Synod 3 Which will certainly be done,. if they 
Fan but get the ſaid Clauſes determined,. becaule in 
them they will have gained all that they deſired ; 
and after that, will never ſtand in need of any more 


Councils for to ſerve their Pretenſions: And in caſe 


they ſhould not be able to carry thoſe Points, they 
will then, to rid themſelves of this Yoke, that is 


upon their Neck, and-of the. Fears they will be un- 
der, when they ſhall find that they are not able to 


bring, the Synod: to do all the miſchief to the Church 


and to the authority of the preſent and all future 
General Councils, that. the Pope. and. his. Miniſters 
would have them, they will. then. perplex-and- Ccon- 


found all: which is a moſt deplorable thing. 
This being premiſed; the Legate,. either becauſe 


he has received Orders. from.the:Pope;. by the Cur-- 


ler: that. came yeſterday. to kint. from. Rome, or be- 
| cauſe 
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_ raiſed among the Prelates, who, as I have obſerved, 
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cauſe he himſelf thinks it fitting, and knows cer- 
tainly that the Pope will approve of it, is reſolyed 
on Monday next come ſevenight, to affemble the 
Cauncil, to treat of and reſolve the Matters that 
are ſuſpended, and finally to determine them, he ha- ©. 
ving declared that he has waited long enough for 
the Proteſtants; who, ſince they are not come all 
this while. it is nat to be expected that they will 
come at all; and for that reaſon it is convenient 
to hold a Seflion for the determining of the faid 
Matters: Upon which notice, the Embaſſadors have 
propoſed two ways, who, as your Lordſhip will un- 
derſtand by their Letters, are doubtfull whick of 
them they had beſt take ; The one 1s, not to oppoſe 
the Legate any more, ſince though thoſe Matters 
ſhould be reſolved, if there ſhould be a neceſſity of 
it ; or 1n caſe the Proteſtants ſhould come, the de- 
termination of them may be prorogued to a farther 
timez The other is, to ſpeak freely to the Legare, 
and to Jet him know that they are ready to agree 
with him in what he would have done; on condi- 
tion, that he will deferr the Seſſion for ſome time, 
that fo all that remains may be determined at once: 
That way of theſe two your Lordſhip ſhall approve 
of, or any other you ſhall pitch upon, ſhall be rec- 
koned by me to be the moſt convenient. But as 
things ſtand, fince we are not able to do more, the 
firſt of thoſe ways appears to me to be the leaſt in- 
convenient; which is, to let thoſe things paſs with- 
out oppeling them ; and my reaſon is, that we ſhall 
thereby prevent our running a risk of what the Le- 
gate has-always ready for us; viz. the Prorogation 
of the Synod, which he bas power to make, when- 
ever, he ſhall. judge it to be moſt convenient ; be- 
ſides, now there are ſuch Diſputes and Tragedies 


are 


OY PO ONE 01. I Oe LOS "IVE L 
©, OOTY AS De Ow I 4 RE 5 ; NCT a niet orpt$5 bh 


124. Dr. Vargas s Letters of 

are much divided in their Opinions, meeting toge- 
ther, though for different Ends, in Junto's ; the raj. 
ſing of Tumults being an art the Legate and Preſi- 
dents have to perfection ; witneſs what they did, to 
hinder his Majeſty's Orders from being obſerved, 
and to keep the Synod from diſputing of Matrimo. 
ny, though it had not procceded to any determina- 
tion about it ; which was done by them on purpoſe, 
to diſpoſe things fo, as to lead the Synod neceflarily 
to the doing of the buſineſs they drive at: All which 
makes the firſt way appear to me to be the leaſt in- 
convenient. A Prorogation, however it is brought 


about, will, in my opinion, be attended with ſeve- 


ral inconveniencies : the chief whereof will be, its 
opening a gate to the rotal Suſpention of the Synod, 
which is the thing the Pope and his Miniiters have al- 
ways drove at: All whichis offered by me,with a /a/vo 
to the Troteſtants coming hither before the Seſſion 
is held, or to our being certain that they will come 


in a ſhort time ; in which caſe, out of reſpect to 


them, the Seſſion ought to be deferred. Finally, 
let what will happen in this way, his Majeſty will 


_ be juſtify'd, and the Papalins will have no colour to 
ſuſpect him any longer of tho!e things they have ſaid 


of him continually: But the great difficulty we 
ſhall have to ſtruggle withall, if this courſe be ta- 
ken, will be how to prevent the paſling of the Clau- 
ſes of Doctrine ; it being to be feared, that the Le- 
gate has ſo managed his affairs, as to have the major 
Vote on his fide: The arrival of the Proteſtants, 


though it might create new difficulties, would help 


us out of the ſtrejghts we are in at preſent ; and 
were we but certain that they would not come, and 


had thereupon Orders to hold a Seſſjon for to de- 


termine the toreſaid particulars, we ſhould bz able 
to clear matters thereby, in giving the Pope, his 


Miniſters 
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Miniſters and others, to underſtand plainly how ill 


they have gueſſed at his Majeſty's intentions, which 


are open to God and the World; and that it has 
been their deſigns, and the fears ariling from them, 
that have been the unhappy inſtruments of invol- 
ving us in fo many difficulties abour the Clauſes. 
I have always, let what would happen, delired 
that a Seſſion might be held, for the determining 
of the Points of Matrimony, as his Majeſty had very 
well ordered; even though the Proteſtants did not 
come, as a great many are now very confident that 
they will not: But whereas what the Legate has 


now done, was a thing I never thought of ; ſo it 


troubles me extreamly, becauſe we cannot hold a 
Seſſion now as I defired, without complying with 
his deſigns, unleſs ſome other buſineſs could be 
found in part to ſupply the place of that which 
ought to have been the buſineſs of that Seffion, or 
the Legate could be perſuaded to ſuffer the Canons 
ot Reformation to be pronounced therein; to which, 
conſidering how he has ordered matters, I believe 
It will be impoſſible to bring him. All which 
notwithſtanding, if we ſhould be able to do no more, 
it will be convenient to hold a Seſlion ; and ſhould 
the Proteſtants but come, that would anſiver all. 
Your Lordſhip muſt judge what is moſt expedient 
to be done, and adviſe the Embaſſadors thereof in 
time, to prevent our being reduced to ſuch (treights, 
as we ſhall not know how to get out of. 
What I mentioned above of ſome Prelates meet- 
ing in Junto's, is what I acquainted your Lordſhip 


 withall in my Letter of the 28th ; ſince which time * 


they have afſembled again in the Monaſtery of Saint 
Lawrence, and have ſpoke their minds at large; 


Which Meetings have furniſhed matter for a great 


deal of talk, and have filled the Legate and _ 
— wit 
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with jealouſies : Whoſe intentions, though they may 
be good, and which notwithſtanding they endeavour 
to conceal, I know are the fame I communicated to 
your Lordſhip; that is, to Petition for a Reforma- 
tion, and ſome other things of the ſame nature ; 
nevertheleſs, their aſſembling ſo in this junAure of 


_ affairs, without acquainting Dox Franciſco with their 
 _ deſigns; notwithitanding, they pretend to do no- 
_ thing, without informing nm thereof, is a great in- 


diſcretion, and a very ill thing. I have declared my 
thoughts of it to ſeveral people, and did adviſe Dor 
Franciſco to find forme finooth way to remedy it; 1 
fay a ſmooth way, becauſe they are a great number, 
and a multitude is a dangerous thing : It muſt there- 
fore be done with mildnefs for fear of exaſperating 


_ them, which would but provoke them to take more 


liberty ; and I do not doubt but he will do it with 
his cuſtomary prudence ; when any thing: elſe ſhall 
offer, I ſhall not fail to advife your Lordſhip there- 
of. I have added this, that your Lordſhip, by join- 
ing it to the. reſi, may fee that there is matter pre- 
pared for the Diligences your Lordſhip knows of: 
Whoſe moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Perſon and 
State may our Lord protect and proſper for many 
years, as I defire. 


From Trent the 1k rdlhit's 
rom ow tha 1 kijs your Lordſhip's Hands. 


ay, IF52, |  Dottoy Vargas: 
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ters a2 
_— 


"THIS following Treatiſe of Councils having 
| been writ by Yergas, immediately before 
the Re-allemblipg of the Trenes Synod by 
Joon the Third, is an Evidence of that Synod's 
aving had as little liberty in its firſt Seſſion under 
Paw the Third, as it had in its ſecond under 7ultzs 
the Third; [which Fargas's Letters tell us, was none 
at all. And as to the Authority of Zargas's Teſti- 
mony, it is the ſame as to both thoſe Seſſions, he 
haviog adiſted at thera both from the beginning to 
the end, as one of the Emperor's Miniſters. 


————— 
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| Diretlions concerning the Government of a 


Connctl, and the Ofiee of an Embaſſadour. 


TR this is a Subject of a large Extent, I 
AF. ſhall endeavaur to reduce it within as narrow 
Bounds, as I am able: And that bath the diſeaſe 
and the remedy may the better be diſcovered, which 
15 my inteat, I ſhall derive matters from their firſt 
Principles, and knowing to whom LI ſpeak, that I 
may-the better perform the ſervice I owe to God 
and his Majeſty, L will deliver my Thoughts freely. 
Now- an. Univerſal or Qecumenical Council, which 
are the ſame, being the thing 1 am here to treat of, 
ſuppoſing every Council, wherein the Pope or his 
Legates do aſſiſt, may, whatever is done therein, by 
reaſon of its Effects, be ſaid to be General or Uni- 


verſal ; nevertheleſs, when we ſpeak of General 
| | Councils 
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Councils by way of Excellency, we de dend thoſe 
Aſſemblies which are reckoned to have been ſuch, 


for their having been famous, and of great authority, 


and celebrated in a place of Freedom by the Convo- 
cation and Concourſe of all Nations. So from that 
of Nice, which was celebrated in the Time of Pope 
Sylveſter, to that, that was in the Time of Adrian 
the Second ; there were eight Councils, which were, 


- for the foreſaid Reaſons, reckoned to be General, 


they having been all Aſſembled by the Emperors, 
and had all the Pope's Legates preſent in them, the 
Pope.in perfon having never aſſiſted at any of them : 
And ſo notwithſtanding the Popes did both during 
that ime, and ſince, afſemble divers Councils at 
Rome; however they might ſtyle them General ; 


they have never been reckoned ſo, but in compariſon 


of the others, have ftitl been held only as dome- 


ſtick or particular Councils. 
After the Eighth Synod, that of Conſtance is rec- 


_ koned to have been the Ninth, which was very fa- 


mous, and of great benefit to the Chriſtian Com- 


mon- wealth. 


The next was that of Baſil, wherein there were 


hot Diſſentions betwixt ZEugenias the Fourth, and 


che Fathers alſembled there, Enugentus celebra- 


ting a Council at Florence at the ſame time : This 


does- ſomewhat diſturb the reckoning ; for there be- 
ing two Councils at the fame time, and an Altar 
againſt an Altar, one of them muſt necefſarily have 
been illegitimate. So that they who hold that of 
Bajil to have been valid, I mean after Eugenius had 
broke with it, there being no queſtion of its validity 
before that. rupture, do reckon it to have been the 


Tenth Council, as they who condemn that of Baſ/, 


as a Conventicle that brought forth a Bafilisk, do 
reckon that of Florence to have been. 


All 
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All which notwithſtanding, in the laſt Edition 
of the Councils, he that made the Collection, 
doth either raſhly, or becauſe he would do it, call 
that of Florence the Eighth General Council, ha- 
ving either never ſeen, or forgot the Eiguth Sy- 
nod, that was in the Time of Adrian the Second, 
not daring to put that of Coxſtazce in that Num- 
ber, becauſe it eſtabliſhed the Authority of a Coun- 
cil above the Pope: For which reaſon Leo the 
Tenth aſſembled a Synod at the Lateray, in oppo- 
ſition to it, and to that of Bajl, which though he 
was pleaſed at every Turn to fiyle Univerſal, has 
never been admitted into that Number ; and as it 
was only an Oeconomical, and not an Oecumeni- 
cal Council, ſo we feel to this Day of what Diſad- 
vantage it was to the Church ; beſides Truths 


which have been once eſtabliſhed by Councils, 


namely that of Con/Fance, can never be ſhaken after. 
wards, it not being poſſible that what was once a 


L Truth, and diftared by the Holy Spirit, ſhould 


ever be otherwiſe. 
Now according to this reckoning our Council of 
Trent, muſt be the Eleventh Synod, notwithſtand- 
ing neither the Pope, nor his Legates are willing 
ro have it reckoned ſo, who at the opening there-_ 
of were in a great perplexity, how to rank it. 
This is the Account of the Univerſal Synods ; 
for albeit there were Councils celebrated by the 


E Apoſtles, and from which all ſucceeding Councils 
= do derive all their Authority : This reckoning com- 
= mences nevertheleſs from that of Nice, which con- 
= ſifted of 318 Fathers ; becauſe Chriſtians from the 
& Time of Conſtantine, have had the Liberty to al- 
£ ſemble together, after that of Nice, from which 
= the Canons of General Councils do commence ; 
FE &the Councils of Conſtantinople, Epbeſus and Chalcedon 


were 


120. Diredions concerning the 
were celebrated, which four having been venerated 


by St. Auſtin, and St. Gregory, as the four Go- 
ſpels, does not l:fſen the Authority of the follow- 


| ing Councils that were lawfully aſſembled. 
This being premifed, the way of preceeding in 
paſt Univerſal Councils comes now to be obſerved, 
-- and that in order to diſcover, how different it was 
. * from the procedure of this preſent*Council, and 


how great Inconveniencies do follow thereupon ; 
the way of convocating, proſecuting, and finiſhing, 
being quite contrary in thoſe, and this Council. 
All the Eight General Councils having been cal- 
led by the Emperours, the 'Fathers 'injoying an in- 
tire Liberty in the. proſecution of them, and the 


whole Authority being lodged in the Body of the 
Council, and if the Pope's Legates did at any time 


delay - their coming, the Council, if there was an 
urgent Neceſfity, did its Work without them, as ap- 
pears from the Definition of the Eighth Council, 
made befbre the Arrival of the Legates, which runs 
thus. Having long expected the Arrival of the 
Vicars of the Elder Rome, and it nat being juſt to 
wait any longer for them, it appearing to us an ab- 
ſurd thing to negle& the loſt Chyrch of Chrilt, 
by ſach delays, we 'do of Neceflity denounce, e*c. 
The ſame is to'be met with in the Geſts of the 


Second Ephbefine Council, which after having ad-: 


vertized 7ulins a Biſhop, Hilarins a Deacon, and 
Dulcitius a Notary, the Vicars of Pope Leo, that 
the Council was to affemble next Day, deſiring 
them therefore to make haſte to come to them ; 
upon their not appearing when they were expected, 
Talafinus Biſhop of Czſarea, ſaid, Beſides that our 


remaining in this City is a great prejudice to the 
moſt Religjous and Holy Biſhops, and their 


Churches, 'the moſt Pious and Chriftian Empe- 
rour 
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rout would have us to haſten the End of this Sy- 
nod, that ſo he may be acquainted with what ſhall 
be decreed therein; Wherefore the Synod. having 
done what was proper and. convenient for it, in 
having invited the Vicars of the moſt Holy Friend 
of God Archbiſhop Leo, TI am of opinion, that 
fince they have refuſed-to aſſemble with us, that 
we ought not to uſe any farther Delays, This is ta. 
the purpoſe, as to what is doing here at this time. 
Finally, whatſoever was: offered, and commanded 
to be obſerved by Univerſal Councils, being for 
that reaſon of inviolable Authority, it did not want 
the Confirmation of the Pope to give any thing of 


" Validity to it ; neither was it for that, but for. 


other honeſt and juſt Ends, that they firſt began to 
make uſe of that Confirmation ;. there being no 
reaſon, why what is determined by a General Coun- 
ci, by the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould 
have its Truth in ſuſpence, fo as to depend on the 
Will of any Perſon: for what is once true, muſt 
be always ſo. This is manifeſt to all but Paraſites, 
or ſuch as ſeek by Tricks, utterly to deſtroy the 
Authority of General Councils, of which a great 
deal might be faid, had I not ſomething elſe in my 
Eye at preſent; I ſhall therefore only obſerye that 


_ the Argument drawn by thoſe 'Pcople, on which 


they lay ſo much ſtreſs from Pope Leo, and his Le- 
gates contradifting the Council of Chalcedop, as to 
what it had ordained relating to the Chairs of Con- 


Fantinople and Alexandria, is not of fo great Weight. 
a$ they imagine, and repreſent it to be in their Hi- 


ſtories, ſeeing that Council, notwithſtanding that | 
Contradiction, did Rtill adhere to its Determinati- 


-on, and which after having been obſerved for feve- 


ral Years, was at laſt confirmed by the Sixth Gene- 
ral Council : but togeturn to the Direction of Ge- 
feral Councils: K 2 Fhers: 
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There was, as has been already obſerved, an entire 
Liberty in them, their whole Authority being lodged 
in the Body of their Afſembly: as is plain from 


' the Councils themſelves, the Pope's Legates ha- 


ving no other than an honorary Preſidence in them, 
and the privilege of voting firſt ; the Preſidents 


Ut interloquerentur e# definirent, being named by 


the Emperour, and ſtyled Fudices diſcretivi, as is 
plainly to be ſeen in the Council of Chalkedon, and 
in the Eighth Council alſo, in which, in the firſt 
Attion they ſpoke as follows: Our Emperours have 
{-nt us their Servants, and who are called his Se- 
nators, to- be diſcreet Hearers of all that ſhall be 
tranſacted. After which the Fathers celebrated the 
Council, and ſpoke and determined matters with 
an entire Liberty : So that as we have no reaſon to 


doubt of their having been aſſiſted by the Holy 


Ghoſt in all their Determinations, we have as little 
reaſon to doubt of the Council it ſelf, having -or- 


 dered and governed every thing : .for beſides that 


the thing is reaſonable in it ſelf, it is no more than 
what is of Divine Right, and was expreſly deter- 
mined by the Council of Conſtance. 

It is manifeſt likewiſe from the Council of the 


Apoſtles, in which St. Perer, as we ſee, notwith- 


ſtanding he was the Prince and Univerſal Paſtor of 
the Church, did not preſide with Authority, or a 
co-ercive Power ; on the contrary it is plain, that 
the whole Power was in the Aſſembly ; and as in 
the fiftcenth of the A&s, the Determination was 
pronounced by Femes; ſo it is ſaid there, that Pe- 
ter riſing up in the midſt of the Brethren, ſaid, cc. 
which Attion of ſtanding up, is an Argument of 
21s not having pretended to an Authoritative Pre- 
1Jency, for if he had he would have fate, and not 


_ frave riſe to ſpeak, as is well odſerved by Abulen/is, 


though 
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though Turrecremata, and others of his Stamp, do 
interpret this as they think fit; the ſame appears 
likewiſe from the Council mentioned in the thir- 
teenth of the 4&s, where it is ſaid, when Samara 
had received the Word of God, they ſent Peter 
and Fobn, 8&c. To which, and a great deal more, 
Turrecremata, Cajetan, and others of their Party 
vive a general Anſwer, that St. Peter did that pure- 
ly out of Humility, which how much it is to the 
purpoſe, let any one judge : It is however undeni- 
able, that by this way of proceeding, thoſe inconve- 
niencies we do now labour under were prevented, 
every thing being done with great Authority and 
Liberty. 

Upon the great Declenfion of the Empire, after 


the Eighth Synod, the Fadices diſcretivi who were 


ſent to Councils by the Emperours, ceaſed ; who 
being Laicks, had never any Vote in them after 
that, the naming of Perſons to perform the Office 
of thoſe Judges, whom they called Preſidents, and 


that without any prejudice, to the honorary Pre- 


fidency of the Pope's Legates, remained in the Bo- 
dy of the Council, where according to Andreas, 
and Baldus it was always of right; whoſe Authori- 
ty, if there were nothing elſe, is ſufficient to prove 
it ; but beſides, that it was praCtiſed by the Council 
of Conftance, which was the Ninth Synod, in its 
Ninth Sefſion ; as it was alſo in the Seventeenth 
Seſſion of the Council of Baſil, which admit- 
ted the Pope's Legates on ſuch conditions, as 
kept their Preſidency from being coercive, than 
which nothing is more remarkable and modern, 
and which ought to have been obſerved in this pre- 
ſent, and all future Councils ; The very being of a 
General Council after it is lawfully aſſembled, con- 


fiſting in the Liberty, wherewith all matters of 
K 3 faith 


134 Directions concerning the 


faith and manners are handled therein, and the de- 
ciding them openly in peace, and not in corners, 
by uolawfull methods; for it is when matters are 


thus handled, and defined, that Councils are in- 


ſpired by the Holy Ghoſt in their Determinations : 
thoſe Words, It ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to us, 'being applicable only to General Coun- 
cils, however.the Pope may arrogate them to him- 
ſelf in Perſon, or in conjuntion with his Colledge 


of Cardinals; for as Abalenfis in his Preface to St. 


Matthew, well obferves, nothing is more certainly 
neceſſary than an entire Liberty in Councils; for 
the want of which, the Second Epbe/ive Council, 
though lawfully aſſembled, was not reckoned a 
Council, -and was accordingly revoked by the Coun- 
cil of Chalcedon. | 

And fo when the numerous Council of Photius 
was objetted to Nicholas the Firſt, he made anſwer, 
we do not follow the Councils of Vice, and Chal- 
cedon, and the Synodical Conſtitutions of the Holy 
Fathers, and other Councils, on account of the 
great Numbers of Biſhops that were preſent at 
them, but we do reverence their free, juſt, and di- 
vinely inſpired Determinations: So Agatho likewile 


writing to Conftantine concerning the Fathers that 


were to afſemble in the Sixth General Council, tells 
him, that there-ought to he a Promiſe of impunity, 
and a licence granted to all to declare their minds 
freely, that ſo their faith might be publiſhed to the 
World, and that none ought to be diſcouraged or 
hindred, from ſpeaking their thoughts, either by 
threats or any other methods : a great deal more 
might be added to the ſame purpoſe, namely, what 
was writ by St. Leo to Theodoſsus the Emperour, 
concerning the Second Fpbeſine Council, if what 
has been ſaid were not ſufficient ; from all which, - 
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the Authority-and Majeſty of General Councils is 
manifeſt, ſo it would ftill be more conſpicuous, if 
we ſhould-go to the bottom of the Power that was 
lodged in Synods, ſo as to lay open how great it 
was, and of what ſort of People they conſifled, and 
what Authority they exerciſed over all, and what 
was every ones part in hearing and obeying: but I 
know not by what fate of the Commonwealth, if I 
may ſo ſpeak ; thoſe Aſſemblies are now fallen from 
that heighth of Authority, every thing in them 
being ſo altered and disjointed, that no Footſteps of 
their Ancient Majeſty are to be diſcovered in them: 
ſo that for the puniſhment of our (ins, they ſeem to 
be juſt upon expiring that having happened to 
them, which ſeems to be the natural Condition of 
moſt humane Bleſſings, in having had their Infan- 
cy, their Youth, and Old-age. which is aiways ſuc- 
ceeded by death ; I fay this, becauſe in the whole con- 
dutt of this Council of Trent, there does not ap- 
pear the leaſt footſtep of any of the forementioned 
Eſfentials of a General Council ; on the contrary, 
the moſt pernicious and effectual Methods that can 
be contrived, have been taken to deſtroy Liberty 
totally, and to rob Councils of that Authority, 
which in caſe of great-ftorms, uſed to þe the ſheet- 
Anchor of the Church, by which means they have 
cut off all hopes of ever having any Abuſes that in- 
feſt the Church redreſſed, to the great diſparage- 
ment of all paſt, as well as future Councils, from 
which no good is ever to be expected. For as St. 
Auſtin iu his Tra&t of the Epicureans, and Stoicks, 
ſpeaking of St. PauPs preaching at Athens, faith 
that the whole Multitude is threefold, . and conliſt 
of Believers, Mockers, and Doubters, ſo it is not 
poſlible for us to expreſs, and much leſs to exagge- 
rate, of how pernicious conſequence the conduct 


or Ig 
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of this Council has been; in which under the Title 
of directing it, the Pope's Legates have ſo mana- 
oed matters, that nothing but what they have a 
mind to can be propoſed, diſcuſſed, or defined 
therein, and that too after ſuch a manner as they 
would have it, or as it comes ordered from Rome, 


 whither they are ſending every hour for DireQtions, 


ſo that at the ſame time they talk of liberty, they 
are deſtroying it by their Actions, all rhe liberty 
that is here being only imaginary, fo that their 
naming of jt, is nothing but cheat and banter ; 
which 1s {o notorious, that ſeveral of the Prelates, 
even among the Pope's Penſioners, have not the 
tace to deny it, but do with other holy Men 1a- 
ment things being brought to ſuch a paſs ; and 
though the iniquity of the Times, and the preſent 


Poſture of Aﬀairs may keep them from declaring 


ſo much, it cannot keep them from fighing to ſee 
things go as they do. 

I come now to prove the Truth of what I have 
ſaid in general, from particular inſtances in this 
Council, it being neceflary to the curing of the 
Malady, for to underſtand it. 

In the firſt place, the Pope's Legates have made 
uſe not only of an honorary Preſidency, which 
ought not to be denied them, but of an authori- 
tative and coercive one ; following in every ſtep 
the Council of Lateran, that was celebrated by 
Pope Leo the Tenth, which they would gladly ca- 
nonize, naming it at every Turn, as if jt had been 
a General Council, and ſuch a one too as deſerved 
to be a pattern to all others ; whereas in truth it 
was only a Domeſtick Synod : however it being for 
the advantage of their pretenſjons to have this Sy- 
nod managed after the ſame manner as that was, 
ts conduct hitherto has been the ſame, to the 
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reat prejudice of the Authority of the preſent, and 
1] future Councils, as appears from ſeveral jnſlan- 
ces, namely from the Legates not ſutfering the 
Clauſe of Eccleſiam Univerſalem repreſentans, to be 
inſerted into the Decrees ; adding inſtead thereof, 
and inculcating that of Preſidentibas eiſdem tribus 
Apoſtolice ſedis Legatis, which is a new thing, and 
has a Myſtery in it : but above all, from the clauſe 
they have inſerted info the Canons of Reformation, 
which is, Salva ſemper 12 omnibus ſedis Apoſtolice au- 
thoritate; which is telling the World in plain 
terms, that what the Pope does not- like, ſhall fig- 
nifte nothing : for notwithſtanding, the Power of 
diſpenſing when there is juſt cauſe, is always ex- 
cepted, yet the Legates knowing it would be more 
for their advantage to have it expreſſed, they had 
it done : but this being notorious to every Body, 
and having formerly had occaſion to ſpeak of it, I 
ſhall proſecute it no farther. _ Z 
2. Whereas the Deſign of the Legates was ſo to 


- manage all matters, that nothing but what they 


had a mind to, and was in their ſecret Commiſſion, 
ſhould be able to paſs, they ercted three Claſſes, 

one for each Legate, in which ſuch of the Prelates 
as were moſt in their favour were to report mat- 
ters ; now theſe three Clafles meeting in fundry 
places, at the ſame time, to treat of the ſame Sub- 
ject, the Legates did manage that to their advan- 
tage, with an Artifice beyond what is to be 1magi- - 
ned, their Deſign therein being to pump the Pre- 
lates ſo before hand, as to find how they intended 
to vore; and having diſcovered that, the three Le- 
gates, did according to their Cuſtom cabal together 
at Night, and having conferred Notes, took their 
meaſures accordingly, in either gcing on, Or 1n 


ſending advice to Rome, or in negotiating with Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, by certain methods that they have, to change 
their minds ; and this they have done fo often, 
that it is now taken notice of by every body ; nei- 
ther can there be any courſe more pernicious or 
more deſtru£ftive of the liberty of che Council, 
and what makes it the worſe is, that it is done for- 
footh under a pretence of Religion, and that things 
may be the better examined : Lua falli, labi, deci- 
pi, bumanum eſt, ſed ſub ſpecie Religionis turpiſſimum 
atque execrabile, 

Farthermore, The Legates, by the help of the 
diſcoveries they make in their ſeveral Claſſes do learn 
what things they may propoſe in the General Con- 
gregartions, and When it is beſt to doit; and fo 


when they judge it to be moſt for their purpoſe, they 


have Matters diſputed in a particular Congregation 
by the Divines, to have them ready when they thall 


think fit to propoſe them in a General Congrega- 


tion, which they do commonly ſuſpend upon ſome 
pretence or other till they have conſulted Rome ; 
which being done, the Legates do very artificially 
conduct Matters, as they have ordered them ; that 
is, fuch Matters as they have a mind to have deter- 
mined : For as to thoſe that are not approved of, 


they are by ſome means or other ſtifled , notwirh- 


"rh the whole Council is for their being pal- 
ſed, | 

; Farthermore, There are ſeyeral Inconveniencics 
In their way of Voting ; for the Legates, when they 
judge it to be for their advantage, that every one 
ſhould declare his Opinion at large, do permit them 


todo it; but whea it is moſt for their purpoſe, that 


they ſhould only ſay placet or xor placet to any thing 
they have propoſed , they then oblige them to Vote 
ſo. In the ancient Roman Courts, as Aulys Gellius 
tells us in the 7th Chapter of his 14th Book, there 

were 
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were two ways of making Laws, either per diſce/ſio- 


nem, or per ſententias fingulorum exquiſitas ; of which 


the laſt was moſt in uſe, and is certainly the belt 
way, The way of Voting in former Councils, was, 
That every one was permitted to ſpeak his mind 
freely; and notwithſtanding they who have writ 


thereof, do obſerve, that the Synods did many times 


anſwer to what was propoſed to them with places 
or non platet ; it is nevertheleſs ro be conſidered, 
that when nothing 1s to be done in a Seſſion, but 
only to pronounce the Decrees, which are already 
agreed on; in that caſe there 1s no inconvenience 
in anſwering with placet, which prevents the Attion 
being ſpun out to an unnecefiary length, though, at 
the ſame time, the Prelates were left to their liber- 
ty to Vote otherwiſe if they pleaſed, and to approve 
or Ccontradidt as they thought good ; which is all 
we know of the way of Voting uſed in the ancient 
Councils, our Writers being filent as to that which 
is of greateſt moment , which are the Congregati- 
ons, that were antecedent to the Seſſions; and where- 
in Matters were examined and concluded, and where- 
on -indeed the whole ſtreſs of the buſineſs lay ; all 
that was done in the Seſſions being only to publiſh - 
what was before agreed on: In which Congregati- 
ons, if every Prelate was not permitted to Vote fing- 
ly, and to ſpeak his Mind freely, it was an impoſt- 
tion upon them ; and the Fathers, who were there 
as Judges, muſt haye appeared only as Parties, in be- 
ing compelled to anſwer to what was propoſed with 
credit or nou credit : As to which Point, there have 
been here ſo great prejudices, 'and fo little liberty, 
that it would be a long bulineſs to ſet down the 
whole thereof. 
Farthermore, The Legates formerly contented 
themſelves with an honorary Preſidency in Voting 


firſt, 
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firſt, and delivering their Opinions of things, as the 
other Fathers did ; whereas having now uſurped an 
authoritative and coercive Preſidency, they ought 
zot to Vote in any caſe, nor to deliver their Opini- 
on, but to propoſe only, and ſuffer every one to Vote 
freely; to act otherwiſe being an impoſition, and a 
pre-judging of the Cauſe, and a means of Terror ; 
in which, as in every thing elſe, great Excefſes have 
been committed : the Legates, having many times, 
when they have propoſed a thing , declared their 
Opinion of it, giving their zoz placet to things be- 
fore the Fathers could give their placert; nay, in the 
middle of Voting, when they have ovſerved any Pre- 
late not to Vote as they would have him, they have 
taken upon themſelves to ſpeak to it before another 


was ſuffered to Vote, doing it ſometimes with ſoft 


Words, and at other-times with harſh, letting others 
to underſtand thereby how they would have them 
Vote ; many times railing at the Prelates, and ex- 
poſing them to ſcorn; and uſing ſuch methods as 
would make one's heart bleed to hear of, and much 
more to ſee : So there was one, who in the face of 
a General Congregation, called all the Prelates /u- 


_ peculas, who were for having the Clauſe, Univer ſa- 


lem eccleſiam repr eſentans added; which could not 
be obtained, to the great detriment of the Council, 
and the great reproach of thoſe who were called ſo; 
all which, notwithſtanding the Legates go on till 
with their dicant Patres libere ; which, conſidering 
how they carry things, I wonder with what face or 
conſcience they can pronounce thoſe words. 
 Farthermore, Paſſions and hard Words are not 
wanting here, and that among ſome of the Cardi- 
nals ; from which, no leſs than from their agree- 
ment, the Legates derive advantage, the honour of 


the Apoſtolical See, and the Pope's pleaſure and 


diſplea- 
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diſpleaſure being daily ſer before the Prelates to intt- 
midate them. | | 

Farthermore, In the ordering of the Decrees 
which they were to pronounce in the Seſſions ; and 
which, conſidering of how great moment they were, 
ought to have been diſcuſſed, with a cloſe attention, 
the Legates took a courſe, that was extreamly dan- 
gerous and prejudicial. For whereas, after having 
diſpoſed Matters according to their importance, the 
Decrees ought to have been compoſed ſome days 
before the Prelates did affemble, and to have been 
ſeen and examined particularly by every one of 


them, that ſo they might have underſtood what 


they were about, and whether there were any thing 
amiſs in them that was ſo far from being obſerved, 
that the Legates having afſembled the Prelates in a 
General Congregation, the night before the Seſſion, 
read the Decrees to them, as they and their friends 
had been pleaſed to frame them. By which means, 
and by their not being underſtood by a great many 


of the Prelates, and others not having the courage 


to ſpeak their Minds, and others being quite tired 
out with the length of the Congregation, the De- 
crees were paſſed; and having concluded many things 
after this precipitate manner, they pronounced them 
next day; which, whether they were prejudicial or 
not, let them ſee to it : We, for our parts, who ſaw 
and obſerved all thoſe doings, cannot but lament, 
both our own condition and the loſt authority of 
Councils. 
Farthermore, Notwithſtanding we are to believe, 
that in Matters of Faith, which have been decided 
by them, the Holy Ghoſt would not permit them 
to fall into any Error ; we are nevertheleſs, as I ob- 


ſerved before, to conſider with what authority and 


diſcuſſion, ſuch Matters ought to be determined, and 


how 
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bow few of thoſe that were here, were qualify'd for 
that work; for among thoſe who had a decifive 


Voice, I do not believe there were Twenty ; and for 
the other learned Men and Divines that diſputed, 
they had only the Hearing given them, It was up- 


on the Decrees being thus prepared and decided, 
that the Embaſſadour Dox Diego de Mendoza, when 
the Legates were in ſuch haſte to pronounce the 
Decree of Juſtification, ſent a Prelate to acquaint 
them with three Things : The firſt whereof related 
to his Majeſty ; the ſecond to himſelf; and the third 
to the Bearer. The firſt was, That before they pro- 
nounced a matter of ſo great importance, for to con- 
ſult the Univerſities of Pars and Lovain about it. 7 
The ſecond was, That if they went on at this rate, 2? 
his Majeſty would fend fuch a number of Bithops to | 
the Synod, as would not ſuffer them to carry things 
ſo. The third was, That there neither was, nor had 
been, any thing of liberty in the Council. To the 


firſt they anſwered, That they would die a thouſand 
Deaths ſooner than yield to a thing, that would be 


ſo grear a diſhonour to the Council : the Biſhop re- 
ply'd, That he did not fee that there could be any 
inconvenience in the Legate's conſulting thoſe Uni- 
verſitics ; and he might, if he would have faid far- 
ther, nor in the Council it ſelf having done it, and 


_ that the World would never have condemned them 


for it, For ſince, as I have obſerved, great Ma- 
turity and Diſcuſſion is neceflary in all ſuch Caſes; 


and Univerſities are Bodies that cannot go to Coun- 


Cils, as particular Men may ; it was but juſt, that 
thoſe two Univerſities being ſo famous, ſhould have 
been conſulted; the taking of whoſe advice, would 
not have hindred the Synod from determining what 


_ the Holy Ghoſt ſhould have diftated to them : In 


fine, the Legate, without taking any farther notice 
. | 8] 
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of that meſſage, cauſed the ſaid Decree'to be pro- 
nounced, as it'is : And as to the other two Points, 
any body may gueſs what fort of Anſwer he returned 
to them, | 2 

Farthermore, 'In the Seſſion wherein the Decree 
of Original Sin was pronounced ; the Legate, with- 
ont having conſulted or ſaid a word to the Synod 
thereof, did all 6f a ſudden read the Pope*s breve in 
confirmation of that Decree ; a thing they have ne- 
ver ſince offered to do. By which we may fee plain- 
ly, what account they make of the Council ; giving 
the World by that A& to underſtand, That the De- 
crees are therefore valid, becauſe they were confirm- 
ed by the Pope ; without whoſe Confirmation, not- 
withſtanding their being agreed to by the Council, 
they would have been of little authority : This, 
though a thing of great conſequence, paſſed, with- 
out any Prelates offering to open his mouth againit 
it, | 

Farthermore, It was much inſiſted on, that the 
Reformation of Abuſes ſhould go before Matters of 
Dottrine ; all the'Miſchiefs having ſprung from A- 
| buſes, they being the things that ſupport the He- 
reticks, and keep them in countenance ; and it be- 
ing thereupon agreed, that they ſhould go hand in 
hand; the Legates, that they might ſeem to com- 
ply therewith, begun with the Abuſes of Scripture ; 
and being brought at laſt to treat of Abuſes in Pra- 
Qtice, they decided fo little therein , and that too 
with ſo many limitations, that it had been much 
better they had done nothing in it: It being viſible to. 
the whole World, that all that was done, was done 
at Rome ; which-was rejoiced at and boaſted of here, 
and that on purpoſe that the World might be made 
ſenſible, how little the authority of the Council fg- 
nify'd, as to the redreſſing of things that are a- 
mis. Farther- 
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Farthermore, As the Legates were continually 
fencing off a Reformation made by any other way 
than that, ſo being deſirous to pump out of the Pre- 
lates what the things were they pretended to; at the 
beginning, as if they had deligned to make a mighty 
Reformation, and as if the day of Salvation had 
been come, they intreated all the Prelates, but chiefly 
the Spaniards, to deliver them in Memorials for their 
inſtruction of ſuch things as they would have re- 


formed ; the Prelates believing that all would be 


remedy*d, did very innocently acquaint them with 
all that was in their thoughts ; by whicn trick, the 
Legates having diſcovered all that the Prelates and 
Provinces deſired, they ſent an account thereof im- 


mediately to Rome, as was underſtood afterwards: | 


This the Prelates did, notwithſtanding they were 
warned by one before-hand , of what would be the 
conſequence of It. OE 

Farthermore, As the Legates do nothing but 
with tricks and diihmulation , ſo in the Seſſion that 
was held here after ſuch an irregular and tumultu- 
ous a manner, they made uſe of an artifice which is 
now notorious to every body ; for having the Pope's 
breve always privately in their Pockets to make uſe 


of as there is occation, upon ſome Prelates having 


on the day of the laſt Seſſion, in their oppoſition, 
unadviſedly faid, that the Pope knew nothing of that 
matter ; for that if he had ordered it to be fo, it 
would have been another thing ; the Legates there- 
upon immediately produced the Pope's breve, and 
by ordering it to be read publickly, did ſtop the 
mouths of thoſe Prelates, and gave a colour to what 
was done ; making a Jeſt afterwards of their having 
taken the Prelates at their word : Such over-reach- 
ings as theſe have been their principal ſtudy in moſt 
matters, | 
Farther- 
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Farthermore, As it was the Legates drift, fo far 


_ as they were able to canonize the Abuſes of the Court 


of Rome, and fo to weaken the Authority of the 
Council, that the Prelates ſhould not have the cou- 


rage to treat freely about Reformation, they never 
_ gave them leave to treat thereof any other way, than 


as has been mentioned ; it being their whole buſj- 
neſs to make a Party, as if what they were about 
were a huckſtering matter, or were the compound- 
ing of a Law-ſuit, in all which courſes it is certain 
the Holy Ghoſt did not aſſiſt, ſiriving ſtill to au- 
thorize Abuſes, and giving the World to under. 
ſtand, that the Pope is gracious in granting them 
any thing, as if all were his own, taking Abuſes, 
though never ſo pernicious, and ſplitting them as 
they thought good ; by which Artifice, that part 
of the Abuſe which was approved of by the Synod 
_ part that was re- 
probated, they will according to their cuſtom find 
ways to defeat its condemnation. To which end 
the Legates have given the Fathers to underſtand, 
that they have a Golden Bull which ſhall approve 
of all that ſhall be done: Now let any one judge 


whether this be a true way of celebrating a Coun- 


cil, or of making a Reformation : for upon this 
foot it was debated here, that the Reformation 
might be made at Rome, as it is in effeft, and not 
by the Council, nothing having been done here, 
but what was ordained at Rome ; ſo that if every 


thing, that is any ways prejudicial to the Council 


is not done here, the World has reaſon to thank 
them for it. 
But beſides all this, and the Synods not having 


the managery of it ſelf, there is nothing can be fo 


much as to put the Vote without the conſent of the 


great 
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great Number of Penſioners which the Pope has 
here, are always fure of a Majority, do neverthe- 
leſs make uſe of firange Tricks in their condudt of 
the Council : Belides, by having made their own 
Creatures, the Secretaries, Notaries, and all the 
other Officers of the Council, they have made it 
thereby a body, Tot habens edituos uti ſacre edis cu- 
ſtodes, and without any thing of Soul or ſtrength in 
it ; Whereas all-thoſe Officers ought to have been 
appointed by the Council, and cſpecially the Nota- 
Ties ; for otherwiſe what ſecurity can the Council 
have, that they will write down any. thing, that 
they do not know to be agreeable to the Pope and 
the Legates; or at leaſt that they will not ſtifle the 
Truth, or expreſs it ſo as ſhall amount to the ſame: 
So if they who made the Proteſtation at Boxonig 
had not had Notaries, and Witneſſes of their own, 
they would have ſuffered ſufficiently on that occali- 
- OF}. ro 
This is the courſe that has been hitherto taken 
in the Council of Trent, which is employed rather 
in (irugling with the Pope and his Legates, who 
ſeek to ingroks all to themielves, than in reforming 
and remedying the Evils, under which the Church 
groans. I pray God it do not increaſe them by the 
courſe it takes, which is by Artifice and Diffimula- 
tion, ſo far to reduce the whole Synod to the 
Will of the Pope, that it ſhall be the ſame thing 
for the Pope alone to deliberate of things at Rome 
With his Creatures; as for the Fathers here ailem- 
| bled to do it, which is the truth of the matter, 
the Council being really at Rome, and at Trent 
nothing but the Execution of it : The ſubſtance of 
all that is done here, being ſent hither determined 
from Rome, and being what the Pope with the Car- 
dinals deputed there, to that purpoſe, and who do 
| - meet 
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meet Rowe continually, have determined before- 
hand. So that it may be truly ſaid, that we are 
here in a Convention of Biſhops, but not in a Coun- 
cil ; 1 with theſe be not the laſt days: Whether 
things will continue to be catried on thus, to the 
End of the Council I know not; but I do very 
much ſuſpect they will, and that for rhis reaſon ; 
becauſe they cannot be put into a better way for the 
Pope's purpoſes, and his Legate's who is coming, 
who ſuppoſing he wete willing to remedy things fo 
far as it is poſſible to do it by the way they are in; 
yet cohſiderifig the times, and the preſent poſture of 
things, it 15 by no means convenient, to run the 
risk of it 4 for which reaſon divers are of opinion, 
that ſince 'no remedy can be expetted, it wonld 
have been much better not to have celebrated a 
Council at this time, but to have waited until God 
had put the Chriſtian Commonwealth in a bet- 
ter difpoſition, than it is in at preſent, or till this 
period, which cannot laſt long, had been over, 
thai to have celebrated one after this manner with 
fo little- froit, to the great forrow of Catholicks, 
| the ſcorn of Hereticks, and the prejudice of the pre- 

_ fent and all future C6uncils, and what makes me 

Immoveable, in ſuch thoughts of the condut of 
this Council is, the very Legation that is ſent hj- 
ther by his Holineſs being ſo contrived, that no- 
thing could have been invented more proper for 
compaſling of his deſigns, in having ſent but one 
Legate, with two preſidents : For which, though 
they give another colour, neither have I ſeen their 
Powers ; it is manifeſt, that their deſign therein, is 
to reduce all to a Monarchical Order and Authori- 
ty; and to have all Aﬀairs managed by one fole 
confident, to prevent the differences that might a- 


riſe betwixt three Legates ; whereas fince their bu- 
| | L 2  kneſs 
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148 Directions concerning the 
ſineſs here is to preſide; had it not been for that 


_ reaſon, they would all three have been called fo: It 
is true, that the word Legate, ſignifies an Embalſla- 


dour of the Pope, or of any other Prince ; never- 
theleſs, according to the Style of the Court of 
Rome, and of modern Lawyers, none but Cardinals 
are ſtyled Legates 4 Jatere; others though em- 


_ ployed in the ſame buſineſs, being called by other 
Titles, as Nuncio, or as theſe are here Preſidents, 


from their buſineſs, which is, to preſide ; which 
Title they take care frequently to inculcate ; that 
they may be thought to obſerve the ancient Cuſtom 
of the Apoſtolical See, of ſending three Legates to 
Councils; notwithſtanding two of them have not 
the ſame Authority with the third : After the ſame 
manner the Senate ſent Ten Embaſladours to Ceſar, 
when he was fighting with the barbarous Nations 
to be Councellours to him, with whoſe aſfiſtance 
and advice he did great things: Pompey in the pl- 
ratical War had likewiſe twenty Five Legates fent 


to him; the Ancients uſing ſo to join ſome with 


thoſe they ſent to govern Provinces, that it was 
doubtfull whether they were their partners, or only 
their companions, . 4 
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Of the Office of an Embaſſadour m the 


Government of a Council. 


TN caſe things ſhould be carried in the Council, 


as they have been hitherto, as we have reaſon to 


believe they will,it will then be neceſſary to find ſome 
remedy for it ; and by later cares, if not to revoke, 
at leaſt to repair things ſo far as may be : which 
though it is a duty incumbent on all, it is His 
Majeſty*s concern, after a ſpecial manner, who as 
he is Emperour is Advocate of the Church, and 


ProteQour of the Council, and the Executour of its 


Laws, and is bound to ſee that the Council injoy 
an intire Liberty and Security ; neither can time 


or cuſtom prejudice that Authority which a Coun- 


cil derives immediately from Chriſt: nay, the Coun- 


_cil it ſelf cannot part with it, or with any branch 


thereof to the Pope ; no more than the Pope, or 
the Emperour, fo long as they hold their ſeveral 


Dignities, can make one to be their equal or ſuperj- 
our 2 For according to the Philoſopher, an inferiour, * 
fo long as the differing Terms do ſubfiſt, cannot 


partake of that which is above it, which is an Axi- 
om approved of by the common Voteof all Writers: 
Wherefore ſince the Embafſadour above all others, 
Is to take care of this, he ought to have ample 
Powers given him by His Majefty, that fo with 
them and his own Endowments, he may be able 
to tranſact, ſpeak, perſwade, diſpute, countenance 


and dire, with that prudence and dexterity, as 


ſhall be needfull on all occaſions, 


For though certain Rules may be given in ſeve- 


ral caſes, a great many muſt be left to prudence, in 
which after the manner of Gladiatours Council is 
$3 to 
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' to be taken upon the Spot: For where inſtrutionz 


cannot be given for all. Emergencies, many things 
muſt be leſt to the Fidelity of the Perſons that ace 
employed according to Sexeca, in his, Epiſtle to 


| Lucillus. 


A great deal might be faid in General of the 
Office of an Embaſſadour, and of his main buſinehs, 
and of the care he is to, take of Religion, and 
Reformation; but that being what every. prudent 


Man may underſtand ;. I ſhall deſcend, to, particu- 


lars. | | 

The principal thing I have to fay, is, that. the 
Embaſſadour muſt be ſure to remember. what the 
paſt condutt of this Council has been ;, that fo, be- 


ing ſenſible of former Irregularities, and Inconve- 


niencies, he may know how, to. tind out a remedy 
for them, and to govern, him{elf according to the 
old ſaying, Piſcator 1cus ſapit, every. head. of ſuch 
things being as an inſtruction. to him. 
Farthermore, beſides the care the Embaſla- 
dour is to take, to maintain the liberty of the 
Council, and to encourage ſuch as ſpeak with a 
good zeal, he muſt take heed to. what is.propoſel 
in the Congregations, obſerving who it is that pro- 
poſeth, and what he may propoſe to himſelf there- 
in, or to what end he propoſeth it s and what will 


be the conſequence of doing it, or of leaving it. 


undone; the ſubſtance of all his. buſineſs conſiſting 
in theſe four things : The diſcuſſion. of all which, 
as 1t requires, a. great application, ſo the Embaſſa- 
dour muſt be ſure never to be abſent, from the 
Congregations, and Seflions, that ſo things may not 
be carried as they were, when there. was no Em- 
bafſadour here for ſome time, and who was out of 
the way, when his preſence was moſt wanted, which 
was when the Legates withdrew themſelves, 
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tions; the Embaſſadour affiing as he uſes to do, at 
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Farthermore, the Embaiſladour muſt engage the 
Prelates that are ſent here by His Majeſty, not to 
deliver their opinions preſently 1n any caſe, that is 


ropoſed to them, and not to ipeak to things till 
after they have concerted them among themſelves : 


for by having commonly voted raſhly, and before 
they did well underſtand the matter, and what may 


be the conſequence of it, they have given the Le- 
gates an advantage, to carry whatever they had a 


Farthermore, the Embaſſadour muſt after the 


Prelates have conſidered the matters, that have 
been propoſed, aſſemble them together to conſult, 
that ſo they may go united as one body to the Con- 
gregations; without which they may labour their 
hearts out, without doing God or His Majeſty any 
ſervice ; it being impoſlible that they ſhould do bu- 
ſineſs well, if that courſe is not taken 

Farthermore, the manner, time and place, where 
the Embaſſadour is to affiſt, ought to be all well 
conſidered of, The courſe that has hitherto been 


| taken here having proved abortive ; for what can 


the Embaſladour being preſent only at the pub!ick 
Seflions ſgnifie, all things being ſo determined and 
ſetled before they came there, that they want only 
to be publiſhed: for it is in Congregations that the 
ſtreſs of the buſineGs lies, in which matters have 
been carried as I have intimated, at none of which 
the Embaſſadour ever aſſiſted, neither would they 
admit him to be preſent at them, or if. they ſhould 


give way to it, it is not poſſible for him to be at 


them all three at once, and much leſs will they ad- 


. mit him to be preſent at the Congregations, where- 


in matters are argued by the Divines: Now mat- 
ters being thus condudted in the private Congrega- 
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152 Diref&hions concerning the 


the publick ones can ſignifie but very little ; matters 
when they are brought thither, being in a manner 
already determined, fo that the Embaſſadour knows 
nothing of what pafles, but by relation ; and as for 
the learned men appointed by His Majeſty to be of 
his Council, they can never know any thing any 
otherwiſe, having never been ſuftered to be preſent 
at any of the General Congregations, at which they 
ought to aſſiſt of right; as to which Afﬀeair that a 
better Order may be ſetled, 1s plain from the 
courſe that has been taken by other Princes 
here, and from the courſe that was taken by the 
Kings of Spain in former Councils, namely thoſe 
of Conſtance and Baſil. 

From what has been ſaid it is manifeſt, that the 
Embaſladour muſt by no means ſuffer the Legates 
to have their ſeveral Claſles, that being a thing of 
moſt pernicious conſequence, and deſtruction of the 
liberty of the Council, as I have obſerved before : 
For as it 1s reaſonable that he ſhould affiſt at all 
Congregations, that ſo nothing may be propoſed 


therein without his knowledge and approbation ; ſo 


that there is the ſame reaſon for his being preſent, 
at all the private Congregations which are appoin- 
ted by the Synod, though the Perſons they are to 
con(iſt of ſhould be named by the Legates : For if 
he is not preſent when things are propoſed therein, 


_ and handled in thoſe Congregations, how is it poſ- 


fible for him thoroughly ro underſtand them, or 
to perceive what the Lepates aim at in them, or 
which is the fame what their Creatures drive at to 
whom they many times give Orders to propoR 
things, and to ſpeak to them. For till this is done 
His Majeſty's Embafſadour is dire&ly excluded, 
and the Legates will carry whatever they have a 
mind to, as they have done hitherto. 5; 

PM or E TORT POMARES Farther 
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Offce of an Embaſſadour, 15} 
| Farthermore, Since whatſoever is determined in 
Matters of DoCtrine, ought to be done with great 
Maturity, and a ſevere Diſcuſſion, and never but 
when the urgent Neceſſities of the Common-wealth 
do cry to have it done; otherwiſe Diſputes and 
Schiſms, that are not eaſily removed, may follow 
thereupon, as is acknowledged by all ; namely, by 
 Fobn Gerſon in his Traft de Examinatione do&rina- 
rum ; it is therefore the buſineſs of the Embaſſadour 
to bring things into another method than they are 
in at preſent : For as I have obſerved before, of an 
hundred Fathers aſſembled together any-where, it 
is well if twenty of them are Divines, and capable 
of underſtanding ſuch matters, the greater part of 
them, though otherwiſe good Men, being unlearned ; 
and thoſe that are learned, are ſo in. other Facul-- 
ties; or if they underſtand any thing of Divinity, 
it is but at ſecond-hand. From hence it is, that 
ſome, in my judgment, with good reaſon have af- 
firmed, that the Synod after it is afſembled, ought 
to name ſome learned and eminent Divines, and to 
allow them, though they are not Biſhops, a deci- 
ſive Voice, and that for the ſtricter Examination of 
all Matters of Doctrine, that are to be defined ; it 
' 1s fit likewiſe that they ſhould conſult the moſt fa- 
 mous Univerſities, as I have ſaid before, and as the 
Embafſadour would have had them to have done, 
before they pronounced the Decree of Juſtification, 
and not to have ſo much regard to the Plurality of 
- Voices, Ouia ftultorum teſte Philoſopho infinitns eſt 
mumerws, as to the weight of the judgment of emi- 
nent Men, to whom this buſineſs ought to be com- 
mitted by the Synod. Hinc illud Pliniz jumoris dis 
um, de quodam Senatus conſulto, aut quadam Sena- 
FUs ſementia, loquentis 4 quod quamvis fibt yon Pk 
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feenificans, ſed hoc pluribus inguit viſum, numerantur 
enim ſententia non ponderantur. 

Farthermore, Though the Embaſſadour niuſt he 
carefull not to quarrel with the Prelates, namely | 
the Legates; but aboye all, not with the Pope, and } 
who muſt for that reaſon be carefu]l to manage af- 
fairs with dexterity and modeſty ; nevertheleſs, he 
muſt not always fit filent in the Congregations, but 
muſt at once with modeſty and vigour declare what 
he judgeth to be moſt convenient ; and muſt encou- 
rage and oppoſe as there js occalion, Ut intelligant 
omnes illum os habere, ipſeque tanti principts legatus 
minime videatur aſymbolus. T here being nothing that 
can in reaſon countervail the Exorbitancies he will 
ſutter, being the Emperour's Embaſladour, and 
mo_ lets the great Bondage the Biſhops are brought 
under. | ; | Y 

Farthermore, The Embaſſadour ought, in my |* 
opinion, to take care not to ſuffer Dottrives que |! 

- ſunt pr eter fidem, to be determined ; and the rather, | 
becauſe there are ſome in great haſte to have it 
done, that ſo there may be ſome means of Recon- | 
Ciliation with the Lutherans left : I take this to be 
a thing of the greateſt importance, conſidering that 
the Hereticks, who are coming now to reduce them- | 
ſelves, which may God of his infinite Goodneſs give | 
them grace to do, will be willing to have ſome co- 
lour given them, for their Obedience and Reduction. 
The Articles that are proper for that purpoſe, and 
over which, being of a poſitive Nature, the Synod 
has power: to-do what it pleaſeth are manifeſt. 

Farthermore, Since, as I have obſerved before, 
the Council is in effect celebrated at Rome, there be- 

ing nothing here, but the execution of what comes 
determined from thence, his Majeſty's chief care and 
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vigilance muſt therefore be employ*d at Rome ; and 
2 that there be ſuch an agreement and correfpondence 
| he | ſetled betivixt Nis Embaſiadours, that they who are. 
mely MY there way adviſe and direct thoie that are here, and 
and MY they thar are here may do the fame to thoſe that 
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e af- | are at Rome, adviſing one another particularly. of 
; he [every tang of moment, or that may be any ways 
but | prejudicial: For let the Legares dilemble: as much 


Ao aro SOTO, 


«hat as they. pleaſe, 1t 15 manifeſt, things will be conclu- 
con. | + dd here, as they are ordered by the Pope and his 
gan Fi D&pnties. - 
rats | arthermore, For-a&-much as I have: obſerved 
that | before, it 15.4 thing of dangerous conſequence, that 
will the Notaries of the Synod ſhould be all the Legate's 

and | creatures, the Embafſadour muſt endeavour'to bring 
veht |! the Synod to name ſuch to that Office, as it ſhall 

2 judge to be fit for it; and that the Prelates that 

1 my are here from his Majelty, and the other Nations, 
— do either name their own, or agree to name ſome 
ther, in general, 
ye it Finally, Whereas Pope Paul, from the beginning, 


oave 2 Brief to the Legates to ſuſpend or tranſlate 


econ- (8 * 

0 be WM. ** Council, when, or to what. place they. ſhould 
that think fit ; which Brief they kept ſecret till they had 
\em- WW 2<<afion to uſe it; it would likewiſe be expedient, 


ons, ſhould have a ſecret Power ii form from his 
Majeſty, to proteſt againſt any Suſpenſion or Lranſla- 


at F tion, which the Legates may offer to make ; ſince 
ynod I ſuch a caſe may happen as did before, and matters 
1 8 may fall out ſo, that it may be a great prejudice to. 
fore, us nqt,to have ſuch a Power ready. A great many. 
— hos more things may happen, for which no Rule can be 
omes given before-hand, it being impoſſible they ſhould 
ad all be comprehended in Inſtruftions; and mult there- 


fore 


| that the Embaſſadour, beſides his ordinary Inſtructi- 
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fore be left to the prudence and diligence of the 
Embafſadour, who can have no ſuch inſtruction ; as 


. the obſerving of paſt miſcarriages: The ſecurity and 


guard his Majeſty 1s to give to the Council, is like- 
wiſe a thing of great moment to its liberty, and to 
prevent exorbitancies: This and every thing elſe that 
is neceflary, may his Majeſty with his holy zeal and 
ardent deſires find out; and withall, ſuch a remedy 
for the Church, as he hath for a long time been la- 
bouring to procure; and may he provide ſuch things 
as are convenient for the Service of God and the 
Reformation of the Chriſtian Common-wealth : 
His Majeſty, under God, being the Supporter of all 
the hopes and confidence, that the World has, of 
ever ſeeing things better than they are. 


Dr. Mal- 


( F573 


> ht — 
E 


Dr. Malvenda's Letter of the 12th of 
Octob. 1551, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


HE Reaſon why I have been fo long in re- 
| turning an Anſwer to your Lordfhip's Let. 


ter of the 29th of September, was, the ex- 
traordinary Buſineſs we have always juſt before the 
Seffion, when we are employ'd in correCting and al- 
tering the Decrees, and in informing the Biſhops, 
by whom Affairs, but eſpecially the Matters of Do- 


 Atrine, which are to be placed before the Canons, 


are communicated to us very late; fo that notwith. 
ſtanding the ſubſtance of thoſe DoCtrines may be 
ſound, which it is well if it is ; nevertheleſs, conſi- 
dering that they are to corre& them upon a bare 
hearing them read upon the Eve of the Seſſion, that 
muſt, in my opinion, hinder them from having that 
Authority and Majeſty, which ſuch. Matters do uſe 
eau I pray God give them Grace to mend 
this. 

[The Reaſon why they do thus precipitate ſuch 


— things, are theſe two, in my judgment. 


1. The Divines, in the handling and diſcuſſing 
of ſuch Matters, no leſs than the Fathers afterwards, 
are guilty of great Oſtentation , affecting to ſpeak 
much, to the ſpending of a great deal of time. It 
being common to have people commended here, for 
having ſpoke an hour, an hour and an half, and 
ſometimes two hours : which they are now about 
remedying for the future, - = 
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The Other is the Legate and his FaQtion indy- 
Rriouſly putting off the Examination of Dotflnes 


to the very laſt day ; which they do on purpoſe, 


_ that there may be no time left tor the promoting 


of any Dottrines relating to a Reformation ; unleis 
they be ſuch, as they are willing to have paſſed: And 
as nothing can be more palpable than this, fo we 
are not to hope ever to ſee it remedy'd ; It being 
notorious that the Legate is fo abſolute in the Coun. 
cil, that though the Pope himſelf ſhould be brought 
to yield to the carrying of things otherwiſe than 
they are ; that he would oppoſe him in it, know- 
ing he would gratifie both his Maſter and the Col- 
lege therein : Of which, the difiiculty he made in 
the ſuſpending of the Article ſub utraque was a clear 
inſtance: having threatned on that occaſion, that he 
would be gone, &c. notwithſtanding he was ſenſj- 
ble at the ſame time, how necellary it was o do it, 
and had received the Pope's Order for it ; who, as 
your Lordihip writes, appears willing to comply with 
his Majeftly m fuch chings : In which, if he s real, 


it would be convenient, that whatever the Pope is 


willing to have done here for the good of Chriſter- 
dom, and the remedying of Germany, may not be 
only ſignify'd to the Legate, but that he be made 
to underſtand that his Majeſty and his Embafſadours 
here are acquainted with his Holineſs having or- 
dered it to be done; that in caſe any ſuch. difficul- 
ties as the former ſhould be ſtarted, they may be 
known to:br of the Legate's own creating, who, 1 
fuppoſe, will then rather chooſe fo yield, than take 
the whole Odiam of ſuch things upon himſelf, or 
this will at leaſt make the redreffing of ſuch matters 
much eafiter than formerly they have been. 
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What I have to add, is, That though it is not 


| fit that any thing ſhould be done here without the 


Pope's being firſt acquainted therewith, nor indeed 
without his conſent ; it might nevertheleſs be expe- 
dient, that the doing thereof ſhould be managed with 
all poſſible ſecrecy ; in order to prevent the Luthe- 
rans, if they ſhould come to know of it, refleting 


- upon the liberty of the Council, and the freedem 


that the Prelates enjoy, who might ſafely enjoy more 
without having any thing paſs to the prejudice of 
his Holineſs. ; 

The EleQor of Colegne is arrived here very ſea- 
ſonably, who will be very uſefull ro us in the di- 
rection of Afﬀairs. I have already had ſome dif- 
courſe with him, ard have acquainted him with the 
truth of the bulineſs relating to the Sufpenſion of 
the Article ſub atraque : I have likewiſe, in the Name 
of the Embatladour, told the Eletor of 4/entz, what 
his Majeſty's mind is in relation to that matter, and 
how neceflary it is for the good of Germany, and for 
the bringing of the Proteſtants hither, beſeeching 
him as a Prince of the Empire, who very well un- 
derftands its Wounds, and deſires its Cure, to fa- 
vour us therein at the Deputation ; he promiſed, 
but with ſome difficulty, to do fo, but has never 
ſpoke a word of it {ince, - having been frighted by 
the Legates threatning to be gone, ſince the Coun- 
cil was robbed of its liberty, by having Articles fuſ- 
pended after they had been handled : Adding, That 
if Matters were ſuſpended upon his Majeſty's wri- 
ting to have it done; that that would give ſome 
colour to what. the French had faid already of the 
Council, and of its being afſembled for no other 
-Purpoſe but to ſerve the Ends of fome particular 
perſons. By ſuch methods as theſe it is that the Le- 


gate, who is a very ſubtil Man, and much versd in 


buſineſs, 
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buſineſs; finding that Ele&or to be jealous and ir. 


reſolute, does ſo manage him, as at leaſt to make 
him hold his tongue. - 
But notwithſtanding I did plainly perceive how 


it was with that Ele&or, I did not let him know 


fo much ; but, on the contrary, extolled his good 
Intentions, and the Anſivers he gave me concerning 
the Progreſs of our Afﬀairs, and his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice ; encouraging him all I could. to promote and 


countenance them. Though, after all, conſidering 


the Temper of the Man, I do not think it will do 


much good upon him, unleſs the EleCtor of Cologne, 
who appears to be much more reſolute: and fix'd, 


ſhould be able ro influence him, I wiſh he may. 
We took care to inform the EleCtors of Mentz 
and Triers of what his Majeſty had wrote hither, 
before the Arrival of Don Franciſco, concerning Par- 
ma, and with all I knew, relating to Pzedmont, and 
the taking of the Ships at Sea. -I did it ſo, that they 


_ declared to me, that they were of opinion that not 


only the Empire, but all Chriſtendom were fo deep- 
ly concerned in the Evils, which muſt attend a Breach 
with France at this time, that they onght to lay all 
other buſineſs aſide, and apply themſelves wholly to 
the procuring of a Peace with this domeſtick Ene- 
my. By this I plainly perceived how they ſtood af- 
fefted ; which put me upon repreſenting to them 


the French King's baſeneſs, in having broke his word, 


by beginning a War contrary to his promiſe, and *} 


in having called in the Turk, and for endeavouring 
to hinder the Progreſs of the Council; and that for 
no other reaſon, but to prevent the Quiet of Ger- 
many : that being the thing in the World that he 
dreads the moſt, being ſenſible that a General Uni- 
on of the German Princes muſt neceſſarily defeat 


all his il} deſigns ; no lefs than thoſe of his Couſin 


the 
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the Tyr: this is the ſubſtance of what I told them 


_ at that time. 


| I do here ſend your Lordſhip all that is printed 
of the laſt Seſſion ; what was done here yeſterday, 
your Lordſhip will be informed of by Dor Franciſco's 


| Letters to his Majeſty ; the ſum whereof was, the 


Decrees relating to DoCtrines and Reformation, the 
ſubmiſſion and reception of the Procurators of Bray- 
denburg, the ſafe Conduct, and the Anſwer that wag 
given to the French : The ſafe Condudt I had never 
ſeen, before I heard it read yeſterday in the Pulpit ; 
and neither the Fiſcal nor I, for we were together, 
wete ſatisfy'd with it. At night I was told by Don 
Franciſco, that the Legate had promiſed to grant ſuch 
a ſafe Condu@, as his Majeſty ſhould judge neceſſa- 
ry ; which, though it may not give content, yet will 


make it better. 


The Fiſcal is certainly the perſon your Lordſhip 
takes him to be ; that is, a very judicious and ſenſj- 
ble Man, and very ſerviceable in giving ſuch direQi. 
ons as are neceſſary in a Council ; and he is withall 
much your Lordſhip's Servant. | 

The Anſwer that was given yeſterday to the French, 
ſo far as I could underſtand it, by hearing it once 
read, was fatisfattory ; it was at leaſt good Latine, 
and withall gentle and paternal ; and for this laſt rea- 
ſon very fit and proper for a Council. | 

I cannot omit putting your Lordſhip in tnind,that 
when his Majeſty deſires that any thing (hould be de- 
lay'd here, it will be neceflary to give us timely ad- 
vice thereof to prevent the difficulties which may 
otherwiſe be raiſed by the Legate, who ought like- 
wiſe to be acquainted with his Majeſty, having or- 

dered ſome things which have been handled and 
treated on for to be altered. This, if it is poſſible 


ought to be done effectually. Lf 
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I have been told by the EleCtor of Cologne, who, 
I ſuppoſe, has communicated the ſame to your Lord- 
ſhip, that it would be expedient that henceforward, 
nothing that is here treated of and decided ſhould be 


publiſhed, before the end of the Council : For be- 


tides, that ſuch matters would come out with the 
more authority for being all publiſhed together, it 


would prevent the Decrees having Books printed 


againſt them by the Proteſtants in Germgny and En- 
zland ; and who, if they ſhould come hither, would 
not hear their doom at the firſt Seſſion, but might 
be entertained with hopes till the laſt : Bur though 
the Eleftor of Mertz do's approve of this. and I my 


elf am of the ſame mind ; I am nevertheleſs afraid, 


that the Legate will ſtart ſych difficulties againſt it, 
particularly its not having been the courſe that has 
been taken from the beginning of the Council, that 
it will not be'practifed. | 
In the next $eſfſion the Sacraments of Penance 
and Extream Unction will be handled ; they were 
propoſed yeſterday, and will conſiſt of at leaſt Twen- 
ty Articles: I do wiſh from my heart that they 


- would proceed inore ſlowly untill the Proteſtants ar- 
rive, that ſo they may not, when they come, find 


all things as good as deterimijned : But however that 
may happen, they will be heard from the beginning 
to the end, which will make ſome amends for what 
may have been before determined againſt them : This 
makes me wiſh that the Proteſtants would make haſte 
to coine hither ; but let them come when they will, 
it will be bad news to the Legate and his Party, who, 
for that reaſon, are willing to believe, that they will 
never come, ' for they are all in a terrible fright to 
think of the freedom they may take to ſpeak con- 
cerning Manners and Diſcipline. 
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 T do not find there is any care taken about my 
Maintenance, notwithſtanding I am at more charge 
than any of my Companions, being continually up- 
on Duty. I leave it to your Lordſhip to judge whe- 


ther it is not fit I ſhould have ſome proviſion made 


for me ; for what a diſgrace would it be, if it ſhould 
come to be known that I have been fo long neglet- 
ed. Wherefore if EZraſtus has done nothing in it, ] 
muſt beg your Lordſhip's affiſtance therein. 

The breaking out of the War has, I ſuppoſe, put 
a ſtop to Malgeſa's Journey to France ; for as I have 
writ to him, he can have no buſineſs there now, un- 


| kefs it be to fanſom Priſoners : My Lord Biſhop of 


Coftellamar kiffeth your Lordſhip's hands a thouſand 

times. | 
The Lord proſper your moſt Tlluftrious and Re- 

verend Perfon, and augment your State, as I deſire. 


_ In this you may truſt me. 


From Trent the  Tkiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
roo 5a P. de Malvenda. 


P.S. Your Lordſhip will underſtatid by Don Fran- 
ciſces Letter, that the French-Man who brought the 
Proteſtation here was preſent at the reading of the 
Anſwer to it, though he do's not pretend to carry it; 
l am apt to think we may have an Appeal, or ſome- 
thing like it, at the next-Seffion ; it would be con- 
venient therefore in caſe there ſhould be one to know 
what his Majeſty would have done upon it: For 
whatever his Majeſty ſhall order, will be faithfully 


executed by Don Franciſco, whois a perſon extreamly 


well qualify'd for the buſineſs of a Council. 
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' Dr, Malvenda's Letter of the 8th of No- 


vemb. 1551, tothe Biſhop of Arras, 


Moft 11luſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Otwithſtanding I am ſtill very much indiſpo- 
ſed by the Air of theſe Mountains, and the 
fatigue of Books, I could not forbear bidding your 


. 'Lordſhip welcome into our Neighbourhood; where, 


though I ſhall not be able to converſe with you but 
by Letters, nevertheleſs the thoughts of having 


you ſo near is a great comfort to me in. this foli- 


tude. 
I doubt not but your Lordſhip has had an ac- 


count of all that paſſed here, and of the Divines ha- 


ving ſpoke, and how well one of our Doctors might 
have excuſed treating the good Dean fo courſely as 


he did, in favour of the Articles propoſed by the 


Lepate ; ; Which DoQtor, notwithſtanding I, as in 
reaſon bound, gave place to the Dean, pretended to 
ſpeak before him ; but that matter is now remedy, 
if no other Orders come about it. In the Morning 
the Biſhops begun to aſſemble to 'give their Votes ; 
they will firſt treat whether it is fit to chuſe Depu- 
ties preſently, for to form the Canons, upon which 
the Biſhops are afterwards to deliver their Opini- 
ons; or whether the Biſhops are firſt to deliver their 
Minds upon the Articles, and the Canons are after- 
wards to be framed according to their ſentiments ; 
and being made, are to be returned, to be read and 
finiſhed by the Fathers: The firſt is the ſhorteſt 
way ; but the ſecond having a greater appearance 
of liberty and authority in it, will, I believe, be ta- 
ken; not hut that there are thoſe who do tickle 
hard for the firſt way. The Soldiers paſſed thorow 


this 
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this City yeſterday ; I faw but a part of them, who, 
though they had but indifferent Pikes, appeared to 
be good Men. Lo 

The Cardinal of Trent is very kind to me; which 
being on your Lordſhip's account, I defire you, when 

ou write to him, to thank him for it. 

I kifs your Lordſhip's hands a thouſand times for 
the favour you have ſhewed to Dr. /elaſco, as he 
writes me; for which, though it is your Lordſhip's 
cuſtom with all that deferve' ſo well, I return you 


many thanks. , 
Meuſy, when he paſſed thorow this City, was a- 


bove two hours in the Cardinal's Houſe, but did 


not exchange a word with any of his old friends. 
Don Franciſco complains very much of it ; but when 
he returns, I ſhall reprimand him for us all. May 


our Lord preſerve your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious 


and Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your State, as I 
defire, | 


From Trent the 1 kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
8th of Nowem- 
ber, 1557. = P. de Malvenda. 


P. S. TI beſeech your Lordſhip to Command my 


. Buſineſs to be diſpatched, for I do ſuſtain great da- 


mage by its not being expedited. 


M 3 Dr. Mal- 
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Dr. Malvenda's Letter of the 2 24 of No- 
vemb. 155 1, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Itluftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Had my Pen in my hand to have writ your Lord. 
. ſhip the reaſon why I had not anſwered the four 


laſt Letters I have received from you. when a fifth 


from your Lordſhip, with a Copy of Engliſh Verſes 
in praiſe of Father Bucer coming to my hand, hin- 
dred me from doing it at that time. What I was 
then about to write, was, That I had been troubled 
fourteen days with a Catarrh, not of the pituitous 
ſort, which 1s incident to Students, and does com- 
monly purge by the Mouth and Noſtrils, but of that 
ſort, which running down from the Head thorow 
the Spondals to the Neck and Shoulders, afterwards 
ſpreads it ſelf over the Sides, which has brought 
me ſo low, ithat your Lordſhip would ſcarce know 
me : Its Pains were moſt violent in the Night, and 
were increaſed by Sleep, and chiefly in the Side I 
lay on, though ſome Nights ago it was moſt violent 
in the oppoſite Side. 

Hitherto it rather increaſeth than abateth ſeizing 
me now fometimes by Day. I believe Exerciſe would 
ſpend the Humour, and do me good ; which, for 


want of Time and Walks, I cannot have here: I do 
find a Fit of it coming upon me at this inſtant. I 


writ ſome days ago to Gregory Lopez, there being 


no Phyſician of any note in this place : but I have 
not as yet had any Anſwer from him. I hope your 


Lordſhip will pardon me for not having ag yet re- 
turned an Anſwer to the Bankers of Beſanzon, conſi- 
dering that till my Diſtemper does abate, I am not 
able to apply myſelf to any buſineſs. As there will 


not 
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not want thoſe that will write of this Council; fo, 
for my own part, I pray God it may not do more 
harm than good, and eſpecially to the Germans that 
are here; who ſeeing how little liberty it enjoys, and 
how much it is under the dominion of the Legate, 
cannot. poſſibly have that reſpect and eſteem for it, 
. aS is convenient : For I can perceive that they are 
much ſcandalized, as the Prelates are alſo, to ſee fo 
many karned Men brought by his Majeſty from Spair 
and Zovain only to deliver their Opinions in one 
hour, which may be done as well by one of a ſuper- 
ficial Learning, as by a Fiſher, an Echius or a Pighins ; 
thoſe learned Men having never been called to the 
making of the Canons, no, nor Dottrines, notwith- 
ſtanding its having been propoſed to the Legate by 
ſome Biſhops,and particularly by him of Yerong, that 
they ſhould be called to it. 2 
It is certainly a great load upon ſome people's 
Conſciences, to conſent to the having the weightieſt 
affairs of Chriſtianity handled after ſuch a manner ; 
and that after his Majeſty has brought Great Men 
from Countries where they did much good, no uſe 
at all ſhould be made of them; the truth whereof 
your Lordſhip will eaſily perceive, by the little or 
no Majeſty, that is in the ſtyle of the Dottrines ; 
and which is ſo different from that of Juſtitication, 
though even in that there is ſomething lefr out that 
might have been ſaid. This is very much reſented 
by Gropperus, the Provincial and others : but I am 
told by ſome that there is no remedy for it, they be- 
ing reſolved to have all they did at Bononia elta- 
| bliſhed here. But as my Diſtemper, which has now 
held me thirteen days, has hindred me from ſeeking 
_ to remedy this, ſo my continuing ſtill il was what 
made me acquaint your Lordthip with it. 
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The ſenior Fiſcal diſcovers himſelf to be much 
your Lordſhip's Servant by the kindneſs he ſhews 
me ; he is a Perſon that thoroughly underſtands all 
that is to be done here, and is abundantly ſenſible 
of all that I have ſaid above concerning the ſimall 
fruit, if there 1s not a change in the face of affairs, 
that is to be expected here. 

I can never perſuade my ſelf that this comes all 
from Rome, becauſe it would be a great ſhame if 
it did. Your Lordſhip may believe, that they ima- 


_gine here that we are for delaying matters ; which, 


judging of us by themſelves, they think the Times 
do oblige us to. TI can write no more, my Pains 
not ſuffering me to do it. May our Lord preſerve 
your Lordſhip's moſt Reverend and Illuftrious Per- 
fon, and Increaſe your State. 


from Trent the Your Lordſhip's Servant 
22d of Novern- | EE RS 
ers. tiſſeth your Hands. 
P. Malvenda: 
Dr. Mal- 
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Dr.Malvendz's Letter of the 1 9th of De- 
cemb. 155 1, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


N a Letter I writ to your Lordſhip three Days 
ago, I gave you an Account of my indiſpolition, 

'? fincethat I received one of the Thirteenth, where- 
2 in your Lord(hip expreſſes, as you do on all occa- 
Z fions, a great inclination to do me a kindneſs, which 
is a favour I ſet greater value upon than my reco- 
very, of which Dr. Gregory Lopez now aſſures me, 
and do begin to find it in part, nevertheleſs my 111 
Nights and broken Sleep, will not ſuffer me to be- 

ieve all that they tell me | 

The Letter your Lordſhip writ to the ſaid Do- 
ctour came.very ſeaſonably, the Dottour eſteeming 
It a great favour, as I do alfo, it being all concern- 
ing my health. It has been a great trouble to me 
in my ſickneſs, that I have not been able to nego- 
tlate with the Electours, with whom I might have 
done ſome ſervice; I hear, he of 2entz is reſolved 
to depart, who will be followed by the other of 
Triers ; Mentz would be glad that there were no 
Anſwer given to the Captain that he has ſent, and 
I am of the mind, that His Majeſty and all that are 


about him will not be able to keep him much lon- 


ger here, or to cure him of the fears he is in of 
thoſe ungovernable People; Wherefore the beſt way 
would be to let them both go, leaving their Votes 
and Powers in the Council with him of Cologne, who 
IS to remain. For ſhould it be known here, that 
the Eletours departed without having had 'an An- 
ſwer, and leave from His Majeſty, the opinion they 
have here of His Majeſty's Authority would er 

MUCH 


——_ _ . « A EET a, of Capt Bord, 3 p34, 0 IK 
a a SG OI RE A I 


1% 
36: 
by +: 
i; 
LY 
- 
s.- 
& 
+2 
- Ns. , 
$55 
REL 
VE: 
XL 
tie 
A 
| 
4 ny 
: 
Ly % 
hes 
$4 


170 Dr. Malvenda's Letters of 
much lefſened thereby, both by the Electours them. 


ſelves, and the reſt of the Germans ;. but whatever 
is done, 1t fs expedient that an Anſwer be preſently 


returned to' the Eletonrs : and to Don Francilcy, z 
who, as in all other Afﬀairs, has taken a great deal 


of pains in this, which he has conduQted as he 


ought to have done; Cologue continues as yet very |? 
tirm, I pray God his Companion's Example have | 
no ill influence upon him ; Gregory Lopez kiffes your | 7 
Lordfhip's bands. May our Lord preſerve your |Z 
Lordſhips moſt Illuſtrious and: Reverend Perſon, | 


and increaſe your State, | 


From Trent the ? F 
19th of Decem- [ kiſs your Hands. 


ber, 1551. = nc, P. de Malvenda. | 


a. _— 


A Letter of Dr, Malvenda's of the 
16th of January, 1552, to th RB 


Biſhop of Arras. 
Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Ith the Letter was deliver'd to me by th 
Laquey, I received a great favour, n8t ha- 
ving received one for ſeveral Days before; your 


- Lordſhip ſeems to think, that I am perfeatly re- |? 


covered ; whereas, in truth, I have worſe Nights 
now, than when the Phyſician left me, which he 
did fifteen Days too ſoon for my health ; but not- 
withſtanding, I paid him magnificently, conſidering 
my Poverty, and how Eraſtas uſeth me, I-could not 
keep him here any longer. I am in your Lordſhip's 
debt, for the Money you ordered to be given to the 
Poſts, which ſo ſoon as I am able ſhall be Pay d, 

|  Not- 
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Notwithſtanding I do. not, nor am not able to 
ſtir abroad, unleſs it be now and then to Don Fran- 
ciſco in the Night. I am informed nevertheleſs of all 
that paſſeth, and when timely adviſed of things, do 


| give my opinion, 


As to the Envoys of wittemburg, and Strasburg 


; [7 defiringtobe heard ; it is a thing in my mind, that 
Z cannot in reaſon be denied, after having granted 


them a general ſafe Condut®t ; and who, though they 
ſhould defire to have the Seſſion prorogued untill 
they were heard to all things from the beginning, 
ought ro be gratified therein, and that without re- 
quiring a ſubmiſſion of them, or any other devicesof 
the Legates : for theſe being the firſt, it is of a great 
moment, that they ſhould have no cauſe of com- 
plaint- or diſcontent given them ;.your Lordlhip 
may believe me, the Legate is upon his Tricks, 
ſtarting difficulties in every thing, and ſtudying 
how to intimidate our Minifters to that Degree, 
that they ſhall not have the Courage to propoſe any 
thing that is difficult to him, of whom in the molt 
eaſie and indifferent chings, they have reaſon to be 
jealous. | 

Don Franciſco takes a very good way, in my mind, 
with the Envoys of Duke Maurice, in reſpecting 
and careſſing them as he does, in which he is aſſt 
ſted by Cologue, and Trent s It is very neceſlary to 
uſe Artifice with them, as well as with their Ma- 
ſter when he comes, for to put them into a good 
Temper, and to oblige the Papalins to hear them, 
and not to hunt after pretences to drive them away- 
And fo, though, as I have ſaid, I cannot treat with 
them; I ſhall nevertheles do all I can, and being 
once recovered {hall not be wanting in doing my 
Duty, 


The 
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The Theologues fall here like leaves, but the Bi- 
ſhops hold out well; it is certain that our Nation, Þ* 
which is the greater part of this Funto, do wanta 7 
Phyſician of their own Countrey very much, a great | 
many of them having died for want of ſuch a one, 
Our Lord proſper your Lordſhips moſt Illuftrious 
and Reverend Perſon. — 


From Trent the 1 kiſs your Lordſhips Hands, 
16th of Janu- 
ary, 1552. P. de Malvenda. 


Monſieur Gallo has acquainted me with your 
Lordſhips kindneſs to him, both in words, and o- 
therwiſe, which favour he placeth partly to my Ac- 
count, but I have told him that he muſt attribute it 
to his own worth, and your Lordſhips diſpoſition to 
ſuch as he is. : - 


. 


Dr. Malvenda's Letter of the 27th of ]a- 
nuary, 155 2, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Tlufſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


O N Franciſco's Letter to His Majeſty will 
acquaint your Lordſhip, with the great 
ſtruglings they have had here with the Legate before 
the Sefſion was held, as well about the Audience 
of the Envoys of the Dukes of Wittenburg, and 
Maurice, as about the ſafe ConduQ, and the Clau- 
ſes thereof; Ubi in ſingulis eſt multum diuque labora- 
tum ; in which, as indeed in all other Afﬀeairs, the 
laid Embaſſadour takes much pains, having with a 
wonderfull dexterity, carried a point in the buli- 
neſs of the Marquiſs of Brandenburg, contrary to 

| | _ the 
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the good liking of ſeveral of the Fathers. In all 
which encounters with the Legate, the Senior Fif- 
cal has ſtill fallen upon wonderfull Expedients, who 
being a Perſon of great Learning, and withall much 
experienced in Afﬀairs of this Nature, has not been 
miſtaken in one ſingle point, as I am able to witneſs 
for him, who though ſtill very weak, have been pre- 
ſent at all the Conſultations of the ſaid Embaſladour 
and Fiſcal. 

Among the things propoſed by the Envoys of 
IWittemburg, there were ſeveral great points of Re- 
formation, and T am told, and do ſee it, that a 
great Number of the Prelates,: fince they are not. 
permitted to propoſe any thing of that Nature 
themſelves; are glad at their having been propoſed 
by others, which they hope may give occaſion to the 
reforming of ſeveral Abuſes, in giving His Majeſty 
3 handle whereby he may urge his Holineſs for to 
conſent to it, by telling him, that ſince thoſe Abu- 
ſes and Points of Reformation have been now fo 
publickly propoſed to the Council, that all Chriſten- 
dom muſt ring of them, the Council cannot after 
that with a good Conſcience, or in Honour, fo far 
negle@t its Duty, as not to redreſs the moſt impor- 

_ tant of them, and which are ſo groſs, Ut 77 oculos 
etiam pyerorum incurrant; His Majeſty ought by no 
means to loſe ſuch an opportunity as this, of pref- 
ling home thoſe matters, and the rather, becauſe he 
can loſe nothing by doing ir, though he ſhould 
have a deaf Ear turned to all his Remonſtrances. 

There is one thing I cannot forhear acquainting 
you withall, which though it ought not to be 
ſpoke of here for fear of ſpoiling the Game we are 
now playing with the Proteſtants, ought to be trea- - 
ted about with Duke 31aurice when he comes. It 


is that his Envoys and Lawyers who are here, do- 
not 
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not only propoſe their Dactrines, and the Reaſon; * 
they have for believing them, but do likewiſe pro- 
poſe Laws which they would have obſerved, inre. ® 
quiring the Council to pronounce zt ſelf ſuperiour 1» bj 
the Pope, and to declare all the Prelates thereof to be 
abjolved from all the Oaths they bave taken to him, 
&c. Now if when they propoſed ſuch things as | 3 
theſe, they had at the ſame time promiſed to ſub- | 7 
mit in all points to the judgment and determinati. | 
on of the Council, when poſlefſed of ſuch an 
Authority and Freedom, their having done it might 
then have been tolerable, and not altogether un- 
reaſonabie ; whereas for them, at the ſame time, 
they propoſe ſuch Laws, to exempt themſelves from 
the Juriſdition of the Council, by making the 7 
Scripture the ſole Judge of all their Controverſies, * 
appears to be both unjuſt and arrogant. ft being i 
a bold thing in them in my opinion, and an indica- 
tion of their intending to propoſe nothing here, 
but what has been faid by their Writers, that 0 
having given their Maſters ſome fatisfation by 
their having come to the Council, they may re- [3 | 
turn home with the ſame opinions they brought, 2i- MW 
ving no other Power to the Council, than that of 
ſpeaking to their matters. I thought it convenient 
to acquaint your Lordſhip with this, that if you 
ſhould think fit you might. treat with Marrice, and i 
the other Proteſtants about it. I 
The Procuratour Gzalby, has writ to me fo 
put your Lordſhip in mind of allowing ſomething, 
out of the vacant Benefices of Arragon, for the 
maintenance of Students ; it is certainly a very | 
good thing, and ought to be looked after, fo that | 
your Lordthip will do a thing worthy of your ſelf * 
in promoting it. p 


The 
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| The Biſhop of Cafteilamar kiſketh your Lordſhips 
' #F hands, anddeſfireth me to Jet you know, that it is 
# my being here, and the knowledge he has of your 
2 Lordſhips being oppreſſed with buſineſs, that hin- 
BS ders him from writing to you. I muſt tell your 
EZ Lordſhip, that he is one of the Prelates that han. 
"2 dles the matters of Dofrine, and the Controver- 
* ies that are about them, with great Learning and 
Accuracy; and who has had a long baniſhment here, 
I myſt therefore intreat your Lordſhip to lay the 
Merits of this Prelate before His Majeſty ; and in 
caſe he can have neither the Biſhoprick of the Ca- 
naries, nor that which will be voided, to fill it, 
that he may be tranſlated on the firſt occaſion to 
ſome Church in Spaiz, which, being His Majeſty's 
Chaplain, with ſo great Merits and Services, he 
very well deſerves. £7: 

I cannot fay I am well, having bad Nights ſtill, 
by reaſon of a pain in my Kidneys, and I am fo 
much broken, that I doubt I ſhall not recover my 
ftrength quickly. 

Doz Franciſco has writ to His Majeſty to acquaint. 

him, with the great want the Prelates that are here, 
_ and eſpecially the Spaniards, are in of a Phyſician of 
our own Nation, and with ſome of our Theologues, 
having died here for want of ſuch a one ; I am told 
he will deſire to have Dofour Gregory Lopez ſent 
hither, who I believe will be glad of the Employ- 
ment : I need not tell your Lordſhip how much I 
am indebted to the ſaid Doc”, for the Journey 
he took hither at your Lordſhi;'s Command ; I do 
therefore beſeech your Lordſhip to promote his 
coming hither again, all you can, and the rather, 
becauſe the Dofour is fo near, and the Council Is 
not like to fit long: I hope His Majeſty will not de- 
ny this requeſt, which is made to him Þy the —_ 
OUl- 
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Council in a manner. The Lord proſper your m6 
Iluftrious, and Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your 
State, 


From Trent the 
27th of Janu- . 


a7, 1552. 


I had forgot to write to you concerning the Di. 
ſturbance that is raiſed here by a Clauſe in the Do- 
ftrine of the Sacrament of Order, into which with- 
out ever having had it diſputed, or ſo much as 
communicated to the Prelates, they have foiſted in 
the Authority of the Pope above the Council, ma- 
king as if there were no Office i in the Church, Bi- 
ſhopricks not excepted, that are-not of his donation 
and diſtribution, in contradittion both to the uſage 


of the Primitive Church, and to the Truth of 


things : But notwithſtanding this buſineſs 
when it was preſſed by the Legate, had a ſtop put 
to it by a ſuſpenſion of thoſe matters, I am infor- 


med that the Legate deſigns to bring them ſpeedily 


upon the Stage again, and particularly that Clauſe, 
which will be of ſo great prejudice not only to Ger- 


many, which after the Pope's Authority is once de- 


cleared to be ſuperior to that of Councils, will never 
have any regard for ſuch Aſſemblies, but to all 
that part of Chriſtendom likewiſe, which follows the 
Concluſion of the Synods of Conſtance arid Bal, 


which the Univerſity of Paris, and the whole King- 


dom of France do. I am of opinion, that fo weigh- 
ty a matter as this 1s, ought not to be handled Ex 
incidenti, but De propoſi to; and at the End of the 
Council, though conſidering the inconveniences 


which will attend its being any ways determined, 
jt would certainly be the beſt courſe not to meddle 
with it at all, But the Legate ſeeing a great many 
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Dominicans here, and a great Number of Spaniſh 
Prelates, who do generally follow St. Thomas, he is 
very earneſt to have it propoſed again ; hoping he 
may he able to carry it in the Council: It is certain- 
ly a very unſeaſonable thing, ſo that it would be 


F well if there were an Order againſt medling with 


it in this Conjuntture, ſince the determination there- 
of will infallibly drive away the Lutherans, and de- 
ſtroy the Authority of the Decrees of the Council 
in a great many Provinces ; I do ſuppoſe Don Fran- 
ciſco will write to His Majeſty about this. 


1 do kiſs your Lordjhip”s Hands. 
P. de Malyenda. 


The Difficulties | have mentioned, with greater 
which are expected upon the Arrival of the Pro- 
teſtants, and the Legate and his Creatures cuſto- 
mary oppoſition, have made Don Franciſco for to 


_ judge jt neceſſary, ſince the Court is ſo near, to ſend 
the Senior Fiſcal co it, to inform His Majeſty, and 
your Lord{gjp at large how things ſtand here, as a 


Perſon who knows well how to do it, and how to 
take time by the forelock. I will tell you one 
thing that is certainly true, which is, that if the 
ſaid Fiſcal ſhould be perſwaded to take this Jour- 
ney, the deſire he has to ſee your Lordſhip, will 
be his main inducement to it ; and ſo 1 do believe he 


may depart from hence in two Days. 
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Dr. Malvenda's Letter of the 2 6th of Fe- 
 bruary, 155 2, to the Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Iltuſtrious and Reverend Lord, | 


Our Lordſhip, in what you ſay of the Fiſcal, 

is certainly in the right, it being no more 
than what T have always known of him. I amin 
his debt for the good Office he did me, in reciting 
the Calendar to his Majeſty, wherein I do believe 
that might happen to him that is ſaid of Gicero, the 
Flower of Orators, that he was come to the Lees; 
nevertheleſs, I thank him as much as if he had drawn 
nothing but pure Wine out of it. 

The Reſolution he has brought is extreamly well 
concerted, and the moſt convenient for our affairs that 
could poſfibly have been made; and it appears fo to 
the Eleftor of Cologne, to whom I reported it, as it 


did alſo to Mentz ; nevertheleſs, as your Lordſhip F 


will ſee by Don Franciſco's Letter, the Legate will 
do all that is poſfible to defeat it, andzeſpecially if 
the Litherans (honld come : He ſeems to have be- 


gun it already, by having adjourned the Congrega- |}. 
tions untill he has received an Anſwer from the Pope, MW 


and for to imagine that we ſhall ever have any alte- 
ration made here, in any thing that comes determi- 


_ ned from Ronr, is to look after 'the fifth Foot of a 


Ship. TI have from theEleQor of Cologne acquainted 
the Embafladour with the Meſſage that was ſent 
him by the Legate; which was, That he believed the 
Council would nor proceed, notwithſtanding he la- 
boured all he could to keep it on foot : He has be- 
gun likewiſe to drop ſome words, as if the Italian 
Biſhops would not be perſuaded to tarry any longer, 
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it is manifeſt, that it is he that hinders it by delays : 
Pray God grant them a better mind, than I have 
hitherto been able for to obſerve in them. 

Whatever your Lordſhip ſhall do for the Biſhop 
of Caſtellamar, will certainly be well beſtowed, as 
will alſo what you ſhall do for Father Abbor. 

_ Upon Dottour Olivares going with the Queen, 
We gave over all hopes of having Gregory Lopez ſent 
to us, which was no ſmall trouble to the Council, 
in which the Biſhops have diſtempers enough, but 
have not one Phyſician to take care of their health. 
] begin now, God be praiſed for it, to recover in 
earneſt, though I have a defluxion till rhat falls 
every Morning from my Head down into my Neck 
with no ſmall pain, which growing every Day leſs I 
take to be a good ſign : Eraſtus when he was here, 
promiſed that when he returned from Spary, he 
would diſpatch that buſineſs of mine; I muſt there- 
fore intreat your Lordſhip to command him to re- - 
member it, that it may according to his promiſe be 
diſpatched by the next Currier that goes to Spain. 
May our Lord preſerve your Lord(hip's moft Illu- 
ſirious and Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your 


From Tres the 1 kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands. 
26th of Febrz- | | 
a”), 1552. P. Malvenda. 

N 2 Don 
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the 1/t of December, 1551. to the 


Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious Lord, 


H E multitude of buſineſs we have always, 
juſt before the Seflion, and the ſhortneſs of 


time we xre allowed to do it in, hindered me till 


now from returning Anſwers to your Lordſhips Let- 
ters-; which [| ſhall now do to them all four of the 
9th, 12th, 2oth, and 23th of the laſt Month : As 
to the firſt, which gives an account of your Lord- 


ſhips being come with your Family in health to 1z- 


ſpurg; your Lordſhip has no Servant that can re- 
joyce more at it than I do; nay, I ſpeak modeſtly in 
not affirming that I do Tejoyce more than any of 
them, as well for ſome reaſons I have formerly in- 
timated ; as, becauſe the nigher I am to your 
Lordſhip I am the better ſatisfied, and eſpecially 1f 


It ſhould ſo happen, that | ſhould be commanded | 
to come to Court, your Lordſhip having promifed 


you would remember me, whenever the Afﬀeair of 
Pomblin ſhall come to be treated of, which, for 
ſome reaſons I have formerly given your Lordſhip, 
I do infinitely defire to ſee concluded to the ſatis- 


fattion of both Parties; I can tell your Lordfhip 


nothing that is new relating to that buſineſs no 


\ body knowing the whole Merits thereof, and all 


that has been done in it for ſeveral Years, ſo ex- 
attly as you do: Wherefore being ſ:atible how 
well your Lordſhip ſtands affeted to the concerns 


of the Duke of Florenze. I will not ſpend words 


in ſupplicating, but ſhall remit the whole thereof 
to 


0 
- =D 
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to the prudence and juſtice wherewith your Lord- 
ſhip manageth buſineſs; and ſo expecting your Lord- 
hips Commands abour it, I ſhall fay no more at 


preſent. | | 
As to the precedency of the Doctours that are 


here, in His Majeſty's Name, we ſhall follow your 
Lordſhip's Order therein, it having formerly ap- 
ared to us, to be very inconvenient for His 
Majeſty's Service, that there ſhould be any ditfe- 
rences or difputes among them; and being ſtill cf 
the ſame mind, we do at this time obſerve that 
Order: Monſieur de Poitours, and 1, whenever there 
was the leaſt pretenſion betwixt them, having for- 
merly commanded them to ſpeak according to the 
Seniority of their Degrees. _ 

I have performed that Office to the Eleftours, 
His Majeſty commanded, which Order I know 
your Lordſhip muſt have ſeen, by the advice you 
gave thereof, ſince the doing whereof I am infor- 
med, they are all extreamly ſatisfied with His Ma- 
jeſty's Will in that point. 

As to what your Lordſhip writes concerning 
your being ſatisfied with the Conduct, of the Fiſcal 


_ Vargas, it gives me great content, knowing him to 


be one of the moſt learned and beſt qualified Per- 
ſons of his profeſſion, and withall very zealous for 
His Majeſty's Service, and much devoted ro your 
Lordſhip. Your Lordſhip is therefore bound to 
favour him with His Majeſty, and to ſee that he be 
rewarded according to his Merits and Services, 
which I ſhall take as a great kindneſs. he being a 
Perſon for whom I have a particular affection, be- 
ing much beholden to him for the afliſtance he has 
afforded me; if which your Lordſhip takes notice. 
In a word, he is certainly ſuch an Original as 15 not 


to be quoted again. I have made your Lordlkip's 
N 3 Apo- 
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Apology, and in caſe I ſucceed I ſhall adviſe you 
of it. 

As to the affair of the Houſes, I was buſie about 
it ſome days before I received your Lordfhip's Let- 
ters, which commanded me to take care, that the 
Synod was not impoſed upon by the Taxers ; with 
whom, as alſo with the Country People, I have 
laboured to concert things, and have brought it 
near an iſſue ; and having granted both to the Ci- 
tizens, and the Conciliaries all that they pretended 
to, I have erected a Court to give ſatisfaction to all 
Parties for what is paſt, the Deputies whereof are | 
at this inſtant going about in great Unanimity to 
view the Houſes, which they tax in Conformity to 
an Agreement we are come to. I take all the care 
I can in this and every thing elſe, to fatisfie the 
Prelates, and not to ſuffer the People of the Coun- 
try to exact upon them. Our Lord protect and 


proſper your Lordfhip's moſt illuſtrious Perſon and 
State, OO | 


From Trent the Your Lordſhip» s Servant. 
Iſt of Decem- | : | 2 
ber, 1551. Don Franciſco de Toledo. 


I have ſuffered extreamly by Dr. Adalvends's 
Sickneſs. I truſt in God he will by the Aſſiſtance of 
Dr. Gregory Lopez recover his ſtrength again, ſo as 
to make compenſation. 7 


' Don 
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Don Franciſco de Toledo's Letter of 
the 2oth of December, 1551, to the 


Biſhop of Arras, 


Moſt Illyſtrious Lord, 

Fa received your Lordſhips of the third In- 

ſtant, to which, being very ſhort, I have little 
to return in Anſwer, only that I kiſs your Lord- 
ſhips hands a thouſand times, for the favour you 
did me therein, in acquainting me with your health, 
which being the beſt News I can receive, I ſhould 
be glad to hear of it hourly. Eraſtus paſſed through 
this place, but made no ſtay, being in haſte, as he 
told me, to be at Milan. His Journey has furniſh- 
ed the Prelates that are here, with matter for a 
great deal of Diſcourſe, who though I have aſſured 
them they are miſtaken in their Gueffes about it, 
will not believe me: I am waiting for His Majeſty's 
Anſiver to all that I have laid before him, if it does 
nor come quickly we ſhall be involved in great diffi 
culties, having a great many things to think, and 
treat of before the Seffion, and ſhall have but little 
time to doit in. 1 am ſenſible that there is no need 
of putting your Lord{hip,whounderftand the Legate's 
method fo well, in mind of this, nevertheleſs for 
my own ſatisfaction, I could not forbear defiring it. 
The Report that the Eleftours are about departing 
has made a great.change here, of which my thoughts 
are, that as they are neither ſatisfied with them- 
ſelves for baving come hither, nor with their ha- 
ring ſtayed, ſo it is .to be feared that they will- 
make ſe of this, or ſome other occaſign to go a- 


Way. Now this of their ſtaying or going being 2 
N 4 matter. 
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matter of ſo great .moment, 1t will be necefary 
that we ſhould preſently know His Majeſty's Mind 
2bout it ; but your Lordſhip is too ſenſible of the 
Weight of this Affair, not to employ all your di- 
ligence therein, The Legate has diſpatched a Cur- 
rier to his Holineſs about this change, who I dare 
ſay will not be ſorry at their going away. Our 
Lord protect and proſper your Lord(hip's mo 11 
luſtrious Perſon and State. 


tons w__ the Your Lordſhip's Servant. 
th of Decem- | : 
ho 1551, Don Franciſco de Toledo. 


——— _— 
the he a — 


Don Franciſco de Toledo's Letter of 
the 7th of February, 1552. to the 
Biſhop of Arras. : 


Moſt Illuftrious Lord, 


Have nothing that is new to write to your Lord- 
4A ſhip; only that the Biſhop of Yiema, Embaſla- 
dour to the King of the Romans, died here yeſterday 
of an intermitting Fever, which begins to ſpread in 
theſe parts; he died Chriſtianly, having ordered 
his Body to be carried to-his own Country, which 
for the preſent is depoſited here in the great Church, 
to which it was accompanied by the whole Synod, 
excepting the Legate, who was hindered by his in- 
diſpoſition from aſſiſting at the Solemnity : [ ſent to 
know how he did, and had word brought me, that 
he has for ſeven or eight Nights been troubled with 
a fit of a Fever, which has brought him low, and 

that 
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that he is extreamly melancholy and diſcontented : 
he has locked himſelf up, and does not care that 
any body ſhould ſee him: I am apt to believe, the 
2 jcalouſjes he has conceived of the Aﬀairs at Rome, 

| are the chief Cauſe of his Illneſs. For I am told 
he has received advice, of the Pope's making more 
uſe of ſome of the new Cardinals, than he would 
have had him: Which, knowing the eaſineſs of the 
Pope's temper, has pur him into a great fright. I 
muſt intreat your Lordſhip again to diſpatch the 
Fiſcal with all poſſible expedition, for the reaſons I 
have formerly given, as I do alſo, that you would 
ſend Dr. Gregory Lopez to us quickly, who is every 
day more and more wiſhed for here by the Prelates, 
who are 1n great want of him. 

The EleQtour of Tr:ers is extreamly earneſt for a 
licence to go home, and has deſired one of His Ma- 
jeſty ; if he does not feign he is very much indiſpo- 
ſed, and who, though he was never very eloquent, 
1s now leſs than ever he was, being neither able to 
ſpeak, nor underſtand a word, that is faid to him. 
May our Lord preſerve and proſper yoar Lord ſhip's 
moſt Illuſtrious Perſon, and increaſe your State. 


From Trent the ur Lordihit”s m 
"th of Febru- at ; jhip off 
ary, 1552. obliged Servant. 


Don Franciſco de Toledo. 
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_ 


The Biſhop of Oren's Letter of the 114, 
of October, 1551, to the Biſhop of | 
Arras. 


— 


Moſt I!luſtrious and Reverend Lord, | = 
Your moſt Reverend Lordſhip has juſt cauſe ty | 
thank God, for your having got ſo able a Mi. þ 
niſter, to conduct and countenance the Afﬀeairs of 
this Holy Council, which do now begin to have 
ſome life in them ; neither have we any reaſon to | 
fear, but that God, who now begins to reſtore his 
Church to lite again, by the Miniſtry of our Lord 
the Emperour, will reſtore His Majeſty's Health, 
that ſo he may be able to do things that will force | 
his Enemies to confeſs that God is on his fide. 

The Seflion that was celebrated yeſterday, wasfo 
full of Grandure and Holineſs, as to give us frelb 
hopes, of which ſince the Embaſladours muſt haveg|- 
ven an account, I have nothing to ſay, but only that # 
God did certainly inſpire His Majeſty in comman- bh 
ding the Communion, Sub atraque ſpecie, and of 
Infants, to be ſuſpended, which being things where- | 
on ſo much ſtreſs js Jaid in thoſe Provinces, it would 
have been a great Errour for to have determined 
them in the firſt Seſſion, without having heard the | 
Proteſtants : The Embafſadours of the King of the | 
Romans have given us a great deal of trouble 1 | 
this matter, by having affirmed that to be of D- |* 
vine Right, as your Lordſhip muſt have been infor- 
med ; nevertheleſs, by their having ſince ſubmitted 
themſelves to the correftion of the Council, thit IF 
danger is Over, E 
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= The Meſſengers of the Marquiſs of Brandenburg, 
8 have given us great farisfaction,whoſe Mafter, by ha- 


© ving ſubmitted himſelf in earneſt to all the determi- 


ZZ rmtions of the Council, has given a gocd Example, 
| ſo that ſhould the Count Palatine, Maurice and 

E //ittenburg, but do the ſame when they come, we 

FZ ſhould recover perfect hopes of remedy. 

'3 Every thing has been done in this Seſfion, that 

3 His Majeſty had ordered, and in my judgment 8s 


- ka was moſt convenient, only one thing excepted, and 


againſt which I gave my Vote, which was its being 
declared in'the laſt Canon, that Sacramenta} Con- 
feſfion is neceſſary to be made before the Celebrati- 
on, which, though in-it ſelf very juſt and certain; 
| nevertheleſs, ſince weare in the next Seſſion to han- 


23 dle Sacramental Confeſhon, and to argue whether 


Vocal Confeffion is neceffary, and whether it is of 
Divine Right, and who t the Miniſter thereof, I 
ſay, ſince all this is then to be treated of and deter- 
mined, I was againſt having had it declared in this 
Seſſion, that Confeffion was daily neceſſary, and the 
rather, becauſe it has not as yet been declared to 
be ſo annually. For though it is probable, that 
they who are to argue it, pro and con, may make 
no difficulty in that point, nevertheleſs I was for 
having every thing that related to Sacramental Con- 
feſſion determined in the next Seffion; Firſt as to 


= al! its Generals, and afterwards as to all its parti- 


culars, whereas the Proteſtants will now ſay, that 
there is no room left for them to diſpute about it, 
ſince it is already declared in this to be neceflary : 
but fince my Vote did not take effect, I will believe 
that what has been done was beſt. > 
As to what concerns a Reformation, His Maje- 
3 fys Afiſtance will be found to be neceflary to it, 
2F who muſt ſet himſelf about it in earneſt, both m__ 
3 | 4 


the Pope and the Fathers, for if he does not, we 
ſhall have our Wounds only skinned over, bur ſhall 
have the rotten Core left to the corrupting of all 
quickly again ; for my own part, I cannot ſee nor 
perceive any thing that looks like warmth for a Refor- 
mation 1n the Preſidents ; On the contrary, they have 
told us plainly that we muſt accept of what they will 
be pleaſed to give us, without offering to ſpeak a 
word for any more ; this is enough to let your moſt 
Reverend Lordſhip ſee, what is moſt convenient to 
be done for God's, and His Majeſty's Service, and 
you are to know farther, that the Prelates here are 
all very much troubled to ſee, with how ill a Grace, 
People that ſay any thing of a Reformation are 
heard. 

The Anſwer to the King of France, and the ſafe 
Conduct of the Proteſtants, are conformable to 


what His Majeſty had ordered, and fo ſhall every 


thing be to the Commands he ſhall ſend. God 
preſerve your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious and Reye- 
rend Perſon, and increaſe your State. 


From Trent the Moſt Illuſtrious and 
12th of OFe- ws , fe nv 
ber, 1551. Reverend Lord, 


Your Servant, 


The Biſhop of Oren. 
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the Council of Trent. 189g 


The Biſhop of Oren's Letter of the 
28th of November, 1551, to the 


Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 
N your Illuftrious Lordhip's laſt Letter to me 
of the Ninth of November, I received a fignal 
Favour, as I ſhall always do in knowing, that I am 


capable of ſerving your Lordſhip. It was a great 


Service of His Majeſty, the Embafſadours acquain- 
ted us withall, viz. His Majeſty's having ordered, 
that nothing be treated of that ſhall be to the pre. 
judice of the Prelates, by which means all the Dif. 
courſe that was here about Benefices, is turned to 
other matters, which they call a Reformation, as 
your Lordſhip will ſee by the Canons which are 
ſent by the Embaſſadours, of which we accepted ; 
becauſe as your Illuſtrious Lordſhip had wiſely ad- 
viſed, it is neceflary we ſhould tread warily, and at 


- preſent accept of what they will give us. But the 


miſchief is, that they are ſenſible of this our pa- 
tience, and fo do diſcover little or no inclination for 
to do any thing, that deſerves the Name of a true 
Reformation ; notwithſtanding, as your Lordſhip 
well obſerves, ſeveral things might be done, that 
would be of great advantage to the People, and 
would be no prejudice to His Holineſs, or to his 
Court: May God remedy things, under whom, un- 


_ If His Majeſty and your [lluftrious Lordſhip do la- 


bour very hard, there will be no remedy left for the 
Church. 8 
F have preſumed to adviſe your Hluftrious Lord- 


ſhip, of what at preſent occurs, upon your having 
ET given 
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given me leave to do it ; and becauſe I am willing 
to prevent diſturbances in this holy Fanto, ſo long 


as they will do any thing for the good of the : 
Church: For, though, I do hope there will be no | 
ſuch diſturbance ; it 1s requiſite, nevertheleſs, that 


His Majeſty and your Illuftrious Lordfhip, ſhould 
be acquainted with every thing, great and finall, 
that happens here, that you may be the better able 
to judge, whether, what ſhall be done, ſhall be a- 


greeable to His Majeſty's Service; for which I re. | | 


mit you to the Memorial I have ſent. 


I need not acquaint your Illuſtrious Lordſhip, 
with the great Obligations I am under, to be a 


moſt humble Servant to the King of Bohemia, and 
how I am engaged beyond all others, to wait upon 
him to kiſs his Hand; and fo having after the Sel- 


fion was over, obtained leave of the Legate, and” 
. the Embaſladours for fix or ſeven Days, I do in- | 


tend to go as far as Mantua, with the moſt Emi- 
nent Cardinal of Treut, and, though we ſhall not 
ſpend many Days in going and coming, I thought 

t to give your Lordſhip an account thereof, to [ct 
you know that I ſhall not be abſent above ſeven or 
eight Days, during which time, nothing will be 


treated of here. May our Lord preſerve your 


Hluſtrious Lordſhip's Perſon, and increaſe your 
State. 


From Trent the 
o$8th of No- 
wember, 1551. 


There is here a Catalan Biſhop for the Biſhop of 
Giron, who is called Biſhop Fubin, he is a very 
| par Scholar, but very poor; your Llluſtrious 

rdihip may inform your ſelf concerning him, 


by 
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by fone that know him : I am of opinion, a Be. 
nefice in Catalonia would be well beſtowed upon 
him. I have preſumed to recommend him to your 
Illuftrious Lordſhip, knowing him to be a good 
| Scholar, I do likewiſe requeſt your Illuftrious 
= Lordſhip to remember the Biſhop of Yeſca, when 
” Tortoſs ſhall be diſpoſed of, he has been here a 
conſiderable time, and is Son to a Servant of His 
Majeſty's, and deſerves all that can be given 


him. 
Moſt Illaſtrious Lord, I do kiſs your 
Moſt Reverend Hands. 


Your Servant, 


The Biſhop of Oren. 
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4A "OM of the Biſhop of Oren. 


A / Hat the Biſhop of Oren faith is, That where- 
F as His Majeſty has ordered, that in the 
 Afﬀairof the Proviſion of Benefices, nothing ſhould 
{ be done to the prejudice of the Prelates, and has 
T likewiſe ſent hither ſeveral Heads relating to a Re- 

; formation, in order to have them decreed ; that, 
notwithſtanding, among the ſaid Heads there are 

; fome particulars, that are not very reaſonable, ne- 

vertheleſs they are ſuch as are not of the ſubſtance of 

the Reformation of the Church. 5 


There 
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There was one Chapter the Legate was for having 


enatted by the Synod, which was that, that ordered 


that no Bifhoprick nor other Benefice, ſhould he pi. 
ven in Commendam to any Perſon not of full Ape, 
which though in it ſelf a very juſt thing; many of 
the Fathers were againit having decreed, becauſe it 
would ſzem to approve of Cardinals, Laicks, and 
others, provided they were of full Age, holding of 
Benefices in Commendam : For which reaſon moſt of 
us were of opinion, That, that Head ought not to 


be paſſed into a Decree, leſt under a colour of con. 


demning Commendams we ſhould eſtabliſh them, 


There was a certain Biſhop, ſtyled the Biihop of | 


Ferdun, who is a Suffragan of Triers, who ſpeaking 
of the Reformation ſaid, that this Chapter did not 
appear to him to be convenient, calling it farther a 
pretended Reformation ; for which words of a pre- 
tended Reformation, the Legate fell foul upon him 
the other day, mortifying him with hard and ſe- 


vere words, before all the Fathers, telling him a- 
mong other things, that he did not underſtand 


what he ſaid : The Biſhop was filent, but having 
offered the other day to ſpeak, and to have faid 


- ſomething in his own juſtification, the Legate com- 


manded him to hold his Tongue, and not to ſpeak 
to any thing, but what he ſhould command him to 
ſpeak to: The Biſhop made anſwer, that at this 
rate there was nothing of liberty, and that having 
obtained leave of His Majeſty, by whom he was ſent 
hither, he would be gone ; the Legate told him he 
ſhould not go, but ſhould do what they comman- 
ded him: This paſſed at a Congregation, at which 
all the Embaſfadours were preſent. 
The Archbiſhops of Cologne and AMentz talked 
much to one another about it, and he of Co/ogre 
turning about to the Biſhop of Oren, who ſat 45 
IM 
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him, ſaid, my Lord Biſhop tell me the truth, Do 
you think there is any thing of liberty in this Coun- 
cil > The Biſhop of Oren made anſwer, Your Lord- 


| ſhip asks me a dangerous queſtion, and which I can- 


not preſently anſwer, only, that a Council ought 
to be free, Whereupon he of Cologze replied, My 
queſtion to you is, whether this Council appears to 
you to be free? To which he of Oren anſwered, I do 
beg your Lordſhip not to preſs me any farther on 
that point, in this place, promiſing to let him have 
my thoughts of it at his own Houſe, After which 
the Electours began to ſpeak to one another again, 
and as I do ſuppoſe about the ſame Afﬀair. 

The other day the Archbiſhop of Cologze reſu- 
med the Diſcourſe thereof again at his own 
Houſe, expreſſing great diſſatisfaction at the Coun- 
cils injoying ſo little liberty, and at there being no 
remembrance almoſt of a Reformation, and at the 
ſmall account was made here of the learned Men, 
and Divines, who have no hand in the Canons, but 
by delivering . their opinions in publick concerning 
Herefies; whereas, that the chief Divines ſhould 
be called, and adviſed with about the framing of the 
Canons, is a thing that we do all defire. So that it is 
fObe feared, that if in the next Seſſion, they are not 
more in earneſt about a Reformation, than hitherto 
they have been, that either the EleCtours or ſome 
others, who do not reckon it to be convenient to 
ſuffer things to go on thus, will raiſe a diſturbance s 
every body being diſpleaſed at nothing being done 
towards the Reformation of the Church, no not in 
ſuch things as might -be reformed without doing 
any prejudice to his Holineſs, and but very little to 
his Court, and which would be of great advantage 
to the People ; to the great reproach of all us Bi- 


ſhops, from whom the World expects Canons of 
O  _ Refor- 
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194 4A Memorial of the Biſhop of Oren. 
Reformation, though in truth, we can give them ® 
nothing but what the Legate pleaſes. F 


I thought fit to adviſe hereof, being apprehenſie L 


of what may happen, if at the next Seſſion they do | 
not treat about more ſubſtantial matters: For tho! 1 | 
do not doubt but that the EleCtours,and others, will 
do whatſoever His Majeſty ſhall order,it is convenien: Þ 3 
nevertheleſs,thatHis Majeſty ſhould be adviſed of fuch Þ 7 
things, as may hereafter be of very ill conſequence; þ # 
and whereas the Legate, when he ſhall come to fe 
how much reſpect is paid to His Majeſty's Order, 
may ſufter nothing to be ſpoke to, but as he hal 
think fit, he having on all ſuch occaſjons threatned 
to be gone, and throw all up; it is therefore necel. 


ſary for the preventing of a diſturbance, that his Ho FF 


lineſs ſhould be urged with great warmth to fend | 
ſomething to us, that will be of ſome advantage to 
the People, it being a burning ſhame to throvs the 
blame of all this upon the Biſhops ; who tho” the 
may not truly be in the fault, will be reckoned to be 
ſo, and it will be but juſt in the People, if we do Þ 


we have done hitherto, for to ſtone us when we 1 þ 
turn home. Y 

It is agreed, that the Aﬀair Sub atraque ſpect, 
{hall be handled with that of Order, and the Sacr:- 
ice of the Maſs in the next Seffion, and ſince tit 
Lutherans, whom we expected are not as yet come; 
it would be convenient, That that of Sub utraqu 
ſpecie, ſhould be adjourned to the laſt Seſſion: His 
Majeſty may command whatſoever he judges to be 
moſt expedient This ſerving only to adviſe 


things, to the beſt of my underſtanding, as a faith: 
tnll Servant. | 
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The Biſhop of Oren's Letter of the 
24th of January, 1552, to the 
Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Hat we durſt not, it ſeems, offer relating 

to a Reformation, has been delivered at 

large jn a publick Congregation, by the Embatlla- 
dours of Maurice and Wittemburg, who among a 
tew bad things, delivered ſo many that were good, 
that it was well the People did not hear them : by 
whom ſeveral Heads of Reformation having been 
propoſed, we the Biſhops do deſire to have leave to 
anſwer them Chapter by Chapter, reckoning we 
may thereby be able to do ſervice. 1 do acquaint 
your Illuftrious Lordſhip with this, becauſe I hear 
the Legate and others, are for having us anſwer all 
that relates to a Reformation, only in general, that 
we may not be able to do any thing but what they 
ſhall judge convenient ; but as the returning of ſuch 
' a general Anſwer will ſignifie little or nothing, ſo 
could we but be ſuffered to anſwer every Head par- 
ticularly, we might then do ſomething to the pur- 
poſe, and which we cannot do otherwiſe, becauſe 
we ſhall never have any ſuch matters propoſed to 
us to ſpeak to again. Your [lluſtrious Lordſhip will 
 ealily diſcern this to be a matter of great moment, 
for were we but permitted to anſwer particularly to 
every Head, we ſhould not deſpair of doing God 
good ſervice thereby : We have not been able, not- 
withſtanding moſt of the other matters were ſu- 
ſpended, to obtain any Canons of Reformation from 


the Legate in this Seſſion, God grant he may not 
CF 3 | put 


196 The Biſhop of Oren s Letters, &c. 


put us off at the next Seffion likewiſe; wherein he 
will»treat concerning Matrimony, with thoſe that 
were pafled formerly, he ſhould now have paſſed ; 
whereas ſince he goes on ſo briskly with other mat- 
ters, It is but juſt that thoſe of a Reformation 
ſhould keep pace with them ; but I. muſt tell your 
Lordſhip again, 'that all would be remedied were 
we but ſuffered to anſwer the Proteſtants, Chapter 
by Chapter. IT ſhall not inlarge, remitting your 
Hluftrious Lordſhip to what the Embaſſadours writ 
the Morning after the Seſſion. May our Lord pre- 


ſerve your moſt Reverend Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious 


Perſon, and increaſe your State. 


From Trent: the Moſt Illuſtrious Lord, I kiſs your 
24th of Fanu- 


ary, 1552. Moſt Reverend Lordſhip's Hands, 


. Tour Servant, 
The Biſhop of Oren. 


As to the Aﬀair of the Son of the Marquiſs of 
Brandenburg, ſhould we adviſe his Holineſs to dif- 
penſe with him, we ſhall thereby furniſh him with 
weapons againſt our ſelf, for that after having coun- 
ſelled him to diſpenſe in ſo weighty a caſe, to the rc- 
vocation of a Decree of this Council ; we muſt with 
2 very ill Grace complain of him afterwards, if 
he ſhould revoke ſmaller matters : let his Holineſs 
therefore do it himſelf without ingaging us in it. 
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| | Pome received your Lordſhips of the Ninth of 


perplexed with difficulties, that though I have taken 


The Archbiſhop of Sazer's Letter of the 
2d of December, 1551, to the 


Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


the laſt Month, and have likewiſe ſeen that your 
Lordſhip writ to Don Franciſco; and I am told by 
the Senor Fiſcal, how inclinable your Lordſhip is 
to do me a kindneſs, for all which I kiſs your Lord- 
ſhip's Hands a thouſand times; cfteeming your 
Lordſhip's concern for me to that Degree, that it 
is ſufficient to animate me, and to make me inſen- 
ſible of all the Troubles I undergo, which is an 
effect it will always have upon me. What I do 
here is little to what I defire to do, which deſire 
5 the thing that is eſteemed by theſe Gentlemen 
for, in truth, Afﬀairs here are ſo intangled, and 


much pains, I have juſt done nothing: Nevertheleſs 
I go on ſerving His Majeſty with a good Will, be- 
Ing ſenſible that he aims at nothing but Gad's Ser- 
vice. [I ſhall inlarge no farther, there being others 
that do not fail to give your Lordſhip an account 
of things, neither will I ſupplicate your Lordſhip, 
particutarly as to my own concerns, being ſenfible 
how forward your Lordſhip is to do me any kind- 
neſs, which I beſeech your Lordſhip to do me at 
this time with His Majeſty, that ſo he may not 
forget me on this occaſion, though there were no_/ 
other reaſon for it, but only to fatisfie the World, 
who have entertained an opinion, that His Maje- 


ty deſigns to do great things for me. Our Lord 
3 preſerve 
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preſerve and proſper your Lordſnip's moſt Jy. 
{trious and Reverend Perſon and State for many 


Years. 

From Trent the 1 kiſs your Lordſhip*s Hands, 
2d of Decem- 
ber, 1551. Your Servant, 


The Archbiſhop of Sazer. 


2—_—_— 


——C 


The Biſhop of Aſtorga's Letter of the 
26th of November, 1551, to the 
Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lo, 


T/” Nowing your Lordſhip receives advice daily 
of all that paſſeth here, I have not ſent it to 
you, but being ambitious + of beginning to ſerve 
your Lordihip in ſomething according to my 
duty; not to be tedious, the Seffion was held yeſter- 
day, being the twenty Fifth ; wherein ſeveral De- 
crees were palled againſt the Errours ſprung up in 
our days, relating to the Sacraments of Penance, 
and Extream UnCtion. So that conſidering the ſhort- 
neſs of the time, and the variety of matters which 
have been handled, I think they have laboured 
hard, and I do ſuppoſe your Lordſhip has the fame 
thoughts of them. Certain decrees relating to a 
Reformation have likewiſe been pronounced, 011 
which Subjett they have not done fo much as was 
convenient for the Reformation of the Catholick 
Church, and for the removing of the Offences 
which 
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which gave occaſion to Peoples falling into Er- 
rours : We for our parts, did all they would give 
us leave to do, though not ſo much as was necel{a- 
ry, or as we defired to have done, to my great 
trouble; I do therefore beſeech your Lord(hip, to 
let His Majeſty know how little Decrees again(t 
Hereſfies will fgnifie, if the great Abuſes which were 
the occaſion of them be not redreſled. This is a 
thing His Majeſty ought to go about with tha: 
zeal and warmth, wherewith it was handled in a 
Congregation of this Council ; and the rather, be- 
cauſe as the hopes we have given us, that His Ma- 
xkſty will take care of ſuch things are a great com- 
fort to us, ſo they have kept us from making that 
oppoſition that was neceſſary for People who are to 
give an account to God of what they ſhall do hers ; 


| I do not write to His Majeſty concerning this, be- 


cauſe I do not care to be troubleſome, and do rec- 
kon it to be the ſame thing to acquaint your Lord- 
ſhip therewith. I do beg it of your Lordlhip that 
you would make uſe of my ſervice, ſince there 1s no- 
thing T am ſo ambitious of, as of ſerving you in all 
things, whoſe moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Perfon 
may our Lord preſerve, and increaſe your Stzte 
for his own holy Service, and the good of the 
Church. | 


From Trext the | | D--V. 8. 

26th of No- 

vember, 1551, © Your moſt aſſured Servant. 
The Biſhop of Aſtorga. 
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The Biſhop of Pamplona's Letter of the 


29th of January, 1552, to the 
Biſhop of Arras. 


UE Tificfou md Kev Toe 


A Fter having writ the Letter that goes with this, 


as they do both with the Senior Fiſcal, who 1 


am certain will deliver them: My'being ſenſible 
how much you delight in being kind to your Ser- 


vants has encouraged me, to beg ſome farther Fa- 
vours of you. 

The caſe, moſt Reverend Lord, is, in Spazz they 
demand the Subſidy, which the Pope granted to 
His Majeity on the fruits of the Churches, for the 
Year 1549 only; which ought accordingly to haye 
been raiſed out of thoſe fruits. Now, moſt Reverend 
Lord, in the Year 1549, I neither was a Biſhop, 
nor dreamt of being one, it being the 275th of Fare 
I55-, 0n Which day my Church was propoſed at 
Rome, before I was a Biſhop. Now it appears to 
me to be a very hard thing, that they ſhould make 
me pay for that, that I never injoyed, and that he 
that received it, who, was Don Antonio de Fonſeca, 
my Predeceſſour, ſhould be excuſed ; and eſpecially 
con{idering,. that he has ſtill more from the Bi- 
ſhoprick than I have; to this they anſwer, that 1 
mult pay the Subſidy, and afterwards come upon 
him for it. Now what reaſon can there be, for my 


paying what I do not owe, and if 1 do pay it, 


whereon ſhall I have to live ? It would certainly be 
much more juſt, conſidering how the Biſhoprick is 
loaded, and my great Poverty, to exempt me from 
that Subſidy ; there not being a Biſhop in Spain, 
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is fo much cauſe for it. . 
Another thing, is, His Majeſty was pleaſed to 


E let me keep the Penſion of Carthagena; but in con- 
[ fderation thereof commanded me to pay goo Du- 
7 catsro one Eſpinola of Genoua ; and whereas I paid 
2 the ſaid Ducats in broad Money, the Biſhop of Car. 
': thagena Will not pay me, but in Ducats de Camara 
= according to their antient Value ; notwithſtanding 


by an Order that I faw, His Majeſty commanded 
him to pay Don Sancho de Caſtilla, His Majeſty's 


Chaplain, in broad Money ; and I am told by Dr. 
: Malvenda, likewiſe, that he is commanded by His 


Majeſty to pay all that he is in Arrear, ſince he had 


that Biſhoprick, in large Ducats; I mult therefore 


intreat your Lordſhip to procure ſuch an Order 
for me, which I ſhall eſteem as a fignal Fayour. 
May our Lord proſper your Lordfhip's moſt Illu- 
{trious and Reverend Perſon, for many Years, and 
increaſe your State, as your Servants deſire. 


Moſt 1uſtrious Lord, I kiſs your 
Moſt Reverend Lordſhips Hands. 


Your Servant, 


From Trent the 
29th of Fanue 


The Biſhop of Pamplona. 


The 


to the Biſhop of Arras. 201 
7 that has ſo many reaſons for to be exempted as I 


| have ; I muſt therefore ſupplicate your Lordſhip to 
2 favour your Servants as you uſe to do, when there 


2 SHE» 
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The Biſhop of Pamplona's Letter of tle 
29th of January, 1552, t th | 
Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Iiluſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Fter having writ the Letter that goes withthis, 

as they do both with the Senior Fiſcal, who | 

am certain will deliver them : My being ſenſible 

how much you delight in being Kind to your Ser- 

vants has encouraged me, to beg ſome farther Fa- 
yours of you. 

The caſe, moſt Reverend Lord, is, in Spazn they 
demand the Subſidy, which the Pope granted to 
His Majeſty on the fruits of the Churches, for the 
Year 1549 only; which ought accordingly to haye 
been raiſed out of thoſe fruits. Now, moſt Reverend 
Lord, in the Year 1549, I neither was a Biſhop, 
nor areaint of being one, it being the 25th of. Zune 
I55-, on Which day my Church was propoſed at 
Rome, before I was a Biſhop. Now it appears to - 
me to be a very hard thing, that they ſhould make 
me pay for that, that I never injoyed, and that he 
tat received jt, who, was Don Antonio de Fonſeca, 
my Predeceſſour, ſhould be excuſed ; and eſpecially 
confidering,. that he has ſtill more from the Bi- 
ſhoprick than I have; to this they anſwer, that I 

_ muſt pay the Subſidy, and afterwards come upon 

him for it. Now what reaſon can there be, for my 

. paying what I do not owe, and if 1 do pay it, 

whereon ſhall I have to live ? It would certainly be 

much more juſt, conſidering how the Biſhoprick is 

loaded, and my great Poverty, to exempt me from 
that Subſidy , tacre riot being a Biſhop in _ 
£ £2 * = "har 
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7 cats to one Eſpinola of Genoua ; and whereas I paid 
[7 the aid Nucats in broad Money, the Biſhop of Car- 
2 thagena will not pay me, but in Ducats de Camara 


| 7 zccording to their antient Value ; notwithſtanding 


E by an Order that I ſaw, His Majeſty commanded 
{7 him to pay Don Sancho de Caſtilla, His Majeſty's 
23 Chaplain, in broad Money ; and I am told by Dr. 


[3 1alvenda, likewiſe, that he is commanded by His 


3 Majeſty to pay all that he is in Arrear, ſince he had 
{2 that Biſhoprick, in large Ducats; I muſt therefore 
'& intreat your Lordſhip to procure ſuch an Order 
& for me, which I ſhall eſteem as a ſignal Favour. 
* May our Lord proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illu- 


3 ſtrious and Reverend Perſon, for many Years, and 


[3 increaſe your State, as your Servants deſire. 
From Trent the Moſt 1Nluftrious Lord, I kiſs your 
29th of Fanue | f f | x ; 7 

ary, 1552. Moſt Reverend Lordſhips Hands. 


Tour Servant, 


The Biſhop of Pamplona. 
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The Biſhop of Pamplona's Letter of the 


2oth of February, 1552, to the 
Biſhop of Arras. 1 


Moſt T!luftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Have by divers Letters acquainted your Illuſtrious 
Lordſhip with what has pafled concerning a Dig. 
nity,called the Hoſpitalery in the Church of Pamplo- 
2a,which became void by the Death of the Licentiate 


Don Martin de Aguterre, a profeſſed Canon of the 


Order of St. Auſtin ; to which Dignity in conformity 
to the Statutes, and Rights of the ſaid Church, I did 
by my Vicar on the9th of December laſt, collate Don 
Martin de Sant Ander, a Man of a good Life, and 


Learning, and withall a Preacher, I have likewiſe Þ 


informed your Illuſtrious Lordſhip, how great a 
prejudice it will be, not only, to the ſaid Church, 


| but to the City, and whole Kingdom, if that Dig- 


nity ſhould be given to any one that is not a Ca- 


Non, the deceaſed having founded a College for 


fourteen poor Students, who are to have their Lodg- 
ing, Diet, and Teaching gratis, which was a very 
neceſſary Work, there not being a Study in the 
whole Kingdom s The Foundation of the Colledge 
was laid before I left Pamplona, fo that there wan- 
ted nothing but his Holineſs, and Majeſty's conſent 


_ to it: Now the greateſt part of this Endowment, 


being raiſed out of the Revenues of the ſaid Dig- 
nity, ſhould any one that is not a Canon be prefer- 
red to it, the College will come to nothing; 
Whereas, if a Canon has it, it will hold. Far- 
thermore, all the Dignities of Pamplona, being 1e- 


gular, ſhould this be given to one that is no Bn 
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he will receive the profits, without doing the 
Church any ſervice ; ſince, without being a Canon 


” he cannot go into the Quire, and ſo will be as 


a Woolf in cating the profits - without ſerving 
God. To | 

Now having received information that the ſaid 
Dignity is expoſed to Sale at Rome, to ſee who 
will give meſt for it (a very honourable Reforma- 
tion for the Council we are in ) I could not both 
for His Majeſty's Service, and the diſcharge of my 


own Conſcience, forbear acquainting His Majeſty 


therewith, ſupplicating him to defend his own Pa- 
tronage, and not to ſuffer the ſaid Church, City, 
and Kingdom, to have ſuch a wrong done them, 


on Which occaſion, and to kifs your Illuſtrious 


Lordſhip's Hands, I have fent this by a- Servant, 
and with it a Memorial to His Majeſty, in which I 
give him a full Account of the cafe ; wherefore, I 
muſt beſeech your Lordſhip, notwithſtanding the. 
Biſhop may not deſerve it, to let the faid Holy 
Church, and Kingdom, for to have your favour, 


and that you would not deny it to them, that fo 


they may never forget your Illuftrious Lordſhip in 
their Sacrifices and Prayers, as their Benefactour, 
which, as your Lordſhip's Servant, and Prelate of 


| the ſaid Church, I do promiſe you they ſhall not. 


But beſides the Conclaviſt, whom I mention in the 
Memorial, I hear that Senior Balduzno 2onte, his 
Holineſs's Brother, pretends to give that Dignity 
toI do not know whom. Your llluſtrious Lordſhip 
would do me a great favour, -if you would be plea- 
ſed to write to him, that the Church of Pamplozs, 
and the Ordinary thereof may not be wronged, 
which kindneſs would be very much inhanſed, if 
His Maieſty would write ]ikewiſe to the faid Bald- 
Tin about it, and would charge his Embaſladour, 


Don 


K 
# 1% 
RW *©®. 


DRESS o ” 200"%46 0h _— 
Ronan mn nc 
(RE: 5 ON PE Oe 
> Ws TORSE: 7. 


m4 
$4 $667 y " Coda. 


NB AS IPL - bo ee I LS FEAT Pg vr, 
25.5 0 Y Ry ESE, RES "| aps 


- 0A RE 


Yn _ es akon Ee Rin ow —_ Py 1 -22"2 Wy 


” ” "Y 4 z » "m_ * Saſol 
4 ITC x &*- + £ * * 
o < ” 
Pn Xi Tet Po _ > n. 'n; ” 4 a SI" $1 SO" my. ES og” OTIS COS. STINT BAR ; . 
. we Nt 4 eg ra "AP 1 Lap ts as. ES, 34s Me, NG 2h Wt _—_ om _— _— . 
, » 8 uFv q thes # £ 
, Ib - , a wh. 
«4 us - 
4 Se _— ward » " 4 ants, 243, + vas - tp 44h " _s a , *” ar Wa 
8 ads te AY x bem .. Xo 3. 4 dt WI-L # r Boa _—_ AY 
dk o +: » k 
"7 "4 c ” 2, _ : A {3 YES ” q SE 1 ” % 1 - = OI EY _ 
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| Don Diego de Mendoza, to look after it. I beſeech | 


your Lordſhip to have compaſſion on the Biſhop 
who is your Lordfhip's, and that holy Church 
City, and Kingdom's Creature. 

L had writ thus far when your Lordſhip's Letter 
of the 19th inſtant came to my Hand, by the way 
of Dr. Malvenda, with which I received a fgnal 
Favour, and which is greater than I am able to ex. 
preſs,in underſtanding thereby how wel! diſpoſed your 
moſt Reverend Lordſhip 1s to do me any kincnek; 
May God give me ſtrength to be able to ſerve your 
Lordſhip, as much as I am bound; and :m willing 
to ſerve you. As to the Letters to which your 


p 


. Lordſhip has received no Anfſiver, to that which 


was of greateſt importance, I returned an. Anfiver 
by the way of Dr. Ma!iwenda, and to the firſt by the 
Biſhop of Ovzedo, and it goes to my very Soul, ther 
your Lordſhip did not receive them. 

As to the Dignity, having as your Lordſhip will 
ſee, writ concerning it, before I received your 
Lordfhip's Letter, I have nothing to add, but only 
to ſupplicate your Lordſhip again, to do me the 
Favour therein that I have defired 

And as to the Subſidy, the beſt way that I can 
think of for the payment of ir, is to make me Cap- 
tain of the Band of one and twenty Penfjoners, with 


_ the ſeven thouſand Ducats I am owing to them, 


and with my great Poverty, and the other Debts I 
have upon me ; and if this will not do, for the 
payment of what I do not injoy, I believe a Letter 
trom your Lordthip, to the Biſhop of Lugo, might 


. Zo a great way towards it, to whom your moſt Re- 


verend Lordſhip may be plezſed to write, that ſince 
my Predeceflour Don Antonio de Fonſeca, received 
all the Fruits of thoſe Years, and who at this time 
receives more Rent out of the Biſhoprick than I do, 

_ that 
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to the Biſhop of Arras. 205 
that it is but juſt that he that owes it, and not he 
who does not, ſhould- pay it: As to what your 
Lordſhip writes concerning the Shedule of Cartha- 
gena, I do kiſs your Lord(hip's Hands for that Fa- 
vour, and do beg it of your Lordſhip, that you 
would command it to be done, wherein your Lord- 
ſhip will do me both a favour and juſtice, and that 
without doing any injury to the Biſhop : I do like- 
wiſe kiſs your moſt Reverend Hands, for the Kind- 
neſs you promiſe to do me with the Legate, and 
with ſome other Perſons; and I do beſeech your 
moſt Reverend Lordſhip, when you write to the 
Legate, to mention the Church of Pamplona to him, 
and that it may not be wronged: I am much plea- 
ſed with the laſt Article, in your moſt Reverend 
Lordſhip's Letter. I pray God the diſpatch the 
Fiſcal is to bring, may be for his Service, and that 
of His Majeſty, and the quiet of Germany. May 
our Lord proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Hluſtrious 
and Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your State. 


From Trent the kiſs your moſt Reverend 
20th of Febru- : fr f 
ar)s 1552. Lordſhip's Hands. 


Tour Servant, 


The Biſhop of Pamplona. 


Here follows half a dozen Lines writ with the Bi- 
ſhop's own Hand, which I was not able to read. 
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Don Diego de Mendoza, to look after it. I beſecch 
your Lordſhip to have compaſſion on the Biſhop 


who is your Lordſhip's, and that holy Church” Þþ 


City, and Kingdom's Creature. 
| had writ thus far when your Lordſhip's Letter 


of the 15th inſtant came to my Hand, by the wa; 
of Dr. Malvenda, with which I received a fgnal 


Favour, and which is greater than I am able to ex. 
preſs,in underſtanding thereby how wel! diſpoſed your 
moſt Reverend Lordſhip is to do me any kindneſ; 


May God give me ftrength to be able to ſerve your 


Lordſhip, as much as I am bound; and m willing 
to ſerve you. As to the Letters to which your 
Lordſhip has received no Anſwer, to that which 
was of greateſt importance, I returned an Anſier 
by the way of Dr. Ma:venda, and to the firſt by the 
Biſhop of Ovzedo, and it goes to my very Soul, ther 
your Lordſhip d1d not receive them. 


As to the Dignity, having as your Lordſhip will þ 


ſee, writ concerning it, before I received your 
Lordſhip's Letter, I have nothing to add, but only 
to ſupplicate your Lordſhip again, to do me the 


Favour therein that I have deſired. 
And as to the Subſidy, the beſt way that I can 


think of for the payment of it, is to make me Cap- 
tain of the Band of one and twenty Penſioners, with 
the ſeven thouſand Ducats I am owing to them, 
and with my great Poverty, and the other Debts I 
have upon me ; and if this will not do, for the 
payment of what I do not injoy, I believe a Letter 
trom your Lordthip, to the Biſhop of Lugo, might 
20 a great way towards it, to whom your moſt Re- 
verend Lordfhip may be plezſed to write, that ſince 
my Predeceflour Don Antonio de Fonſeca, received 
all the Fruits of thoſe Years, and who at this time 


receives more Rent out of the Biſhoprick than I do, 
that 
a 
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to the Biſhop of Arras. -£TE5 


that it is but juſt that he that owes it, and not he 
who does not, ſhould- pay it: As to what your 
Lordſhip writes concerning the Shedule of Cartha- 
gena, 1 do kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands for that Fa- 
vour, and do beg it of your Lordſhip, that you 
would command it to be done, wherein your Lord- 
ſhip will do me both a favour and juſtice, and that 
without doing any injury to the Biſhop : I do like- 
wiſe kiſs your moſt Reverend Hands, for the Kind- 
neſs you promiſe to do me with the Legate, and 


with ſome other Perſons; and I do beſeech your 


moſt Reverend Lordſhip, when you write to the 
Legate, to mention the Church of Pamplona to him, 
and that it may not be wronged: I am much plea- 


ſed with the laſt Article, in your moſt Reverend 


Lordſhip's Letter. I pray God the diſpatch the 
Fiſcal is to bring, may be for his Service, and that 
of His Majeſty, and the quiet of Germany, May 
our Lord proſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illuftrious 
and Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your State. 


From Trene the 
20th of Febru- 


ar} 1552, 


I kiſs your moſt Reverend 
Lord{hip's Hands. 
Tour S ervant, 
The Biſhop of Pamplona. 


Here follows half a dozen Lines writ with the Bi- 
ſhop's own Hand, which I was not able to read. 
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The Biſhop of Pamplona's Letter of tl: 
27th of February, 1552, to the 
Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Iluftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Y the letter I ſent to your moſt Reverend 
Lordſhip, by my Servant, I acquainted you 
with the wrong they are about to do the Biſhop 
of Pamplona, and to whom a greater cannot he 
done, and not to him only, but to that Church, 
and Kingdom, on an account of the College; but 
being ſenſible how forward your Lordfhip is to do 
favours, I cannot forbear begging of you ; Nam ut 
placet Chryſoſtomo, petentis negligentia reprehenditur, |? 
ubs de dantis miſericordia non dubitatur : For which Þ 
reaſon I do return to ſupplicate your moſt Reve- . 
rend Lordfhip for to ſtand our friend ; and fince 
delays in ſuch caſes are very dangerous, I who am Þ} 
your Lordſhip's Creature, would eſteem it a great 
Kindneſs if you would be pleaſed to write to the 
Legate about this Aﬀair, and to let him know how | 
unreaſonable a thing it is, in the time of a Coun- 
cil, inſtead of a Reformation, to help us to a De- 
formation, and eſpecially, when the Biſhop of the 
place is ſerving God, and His Majeſty at it, and at 
a greater expence than he is able to bear; ic will 
be neceffary likewiſe, that your Lordſhip ſhould, 
with His Majeſty's Letters, write one your ſelf to 
the Embaſſadour Don Diego de Mendoza, which if 
4 1s not diſpatched quickly will, I fear, come too 
ate. | | | 
And that your moſt Reverend Lordſhip may 
have a perfect knowledge of the wrong, that _ 
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to the Biſhop of Arras. 207 
be done thereby to the Biſhop, the Church, and 
the whole Kingdom; your Lordſhip is to under- 
ſtand, thar in former times, when Navarre was un- 
der petty Kings, who had ſcarce Bread to put in 
their Mouths, the Popes never offered to diſpoſe of 
any Preferment therein, and eſpecially in the Ca- 
thedral Church, in all which times there is no Pre- 
ſident of their having done any ſuch thing; and ſhall 


we now, when under fo powerfull a King, and who 


is ſo well able to defend his Kingdoms, endure to 

have ſuch things impoſed upon us, as thoſe petty 
Kings would never have ſuffered ? Now were there 
nothing elſe but this, I think, it is enough to en- 

Page your Lordſhip to defend me, and that King- 
0M. 

I forgot to tell your Lordſhip in my former, that 
tne French Licentiate is my Enemy, though I do 
not know for what, unleſs it be for his being a 
iriend to Verio, who is one of the Council, and 
beſides Archdeacon, and Canon of the Church : 
This Verio having forgot that it is his Office to do 


Juſtice, and hinder all Violences, abufeth the Royal 


Authority, in doing them himſelf, and in having 
turned a Procuratour for all deſperate Cauſes; with 
whom, being armed with the Royal Authoriry, no 
body dares contend. I beſeech your Lordſhip to 
write to the ſaid French Licentiate, to favour my 
Cauſes ſo far as they are juſt, and not to do the 
contrary, who being a Creature of your Lordſhips, 
as I am likewiſe, ought for that reaſon to do me 
juſtice. I muſt intreat your moſt Reverend Lord- 
ſhip not to be offended with my Letters fince I 
have no other Patron to ſuccour me in my Ne- 
ceſſties. | 
The Fiſcal Vargas has ſince he arrived here, been 


fo taken up with buſines, 'thar he has ſcarce ſuffered 
any 
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cil, inſtead of a Reformation, to help us to a De- 


place is ſerving God, and His Majeſty at it, and at 
a greater expence than he is able to bear; it will 
be neceflary likewiſe, that your Lordſhip ſhould, 
with His Majeſty's Letters, write one your ſelf to 
the Embaſſadour Don Diego de Mendoza, which if 
It 15 not difpatched quickly will, I fear, come too 


have a perfect knowledge of the wrong, that on 
o- | C 
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The Biſhop of Paraplona's Letter «f tl! Þ 
27th of February, 1552, to th 
Biſhop of Arras. 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Reverend Lord, 


Y the letter I fent to your moſt Reverend 

Lordſhip, by my Servant, I acquainted you 
with 'the wrong they are about to do the Biſhop 
of Pamplona, and to whom a greater cannot he 
done, and not to him only, but to that Church, þ* 
and Kingdom, on an account of the College; but F7 
being ſenſible how forward your Lordſhip is to do 
favours, I cannot forbear begging of you ; Nom ut 
Placet Chryſoſtomo, petentis negligentia reprehenditur, 
ubt de dantis miſericordia non dubitatur : For which 
reaſon I do return to ſupplicate your moſt Reve- 
rend Lordfhip for to ſtand our friend ; and ſince 
delays in ſuch caſes are very dangerous, I who am 
your Lordſhip's Creature, would eſteem it a great 
Kindneſs if you would be pleaſed to write to the 
Legate about this Aﬀair, and to let him know how 
unreaſonable a thing it is, in the time of a Coun- 
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formation, and eſpecially, when the Biſhop of the 


late. | — 
And that your moſt Reverend Lordſhip may 
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to the Biſhop of Arras. 207 


| be done thereby to the Biſhop, the Church, and 
the whole Kingdom; your Lordſhip is to under- 
ftand, thar in former times, when Navarre was un- 
der petty Kings, who had ſcarce Bread to put in 
| their Mouths, the Popes never offered to diſpoſe of 
| any Preferment therein, and eſpecially in the Ca- 

thedral Church, in all which times there is no Pre- 

dent of their having done any ſuch thing; and ſhall 

we now, when under fo powerfull a King, and who 

is ſo well able to defend his Kingdoms, endure to 

have ſuch things impoſed upon us, as thoſe petty 

Kings would never have ſuffered ? Now were there 

nothing elſe but this, I think, it is enough to en- 

Page your Lordſhip to defend me, and that King- 

om. | 

I forgot to tell your Lordſhip in my former, that 
the French Licentiate is my Enemy, though I do 
not know for what, unleſs it be for his being a 
friend to Verio, who is one of the Council, and 
beſides Archdeacon, and Canon of the Church : 
This Yerio having forgot that it is his Office to do 
Juſtice, and hinder all Violences, abufeth the Royal 
Authority, in doing them himſelf, and in having 
turned a Procuratour for all deſperate Cauſes; with 
whom, being armed with the Royal Authority, no 
body dares contend. I beſeech your Lordſhip to 
write to the ſaid French Licentiate, to favour my 
Cauſes ſo far as they are juſt, and not to do the 
contrary, who being a Creature of your Lordfhips, 
as I am likewiſe, ought for that reaſon to do me 
juſtice. I muſt intreat your moſt Reverend Lord- 
ſhip not to: be offended with my Letters fince I 
have no other Patron to ſuccour me in my Ne- 


ceſſities. | 
The Fiſcal Vargas has fince he arrived here, been 


ſo taken up with buſineſs, 'thar he has ſcarce ſuffered 
7 any 


208 ' Mr. Lanſlac's Letters of M 
any body to ſee him : But being yeſterday at the 
Sermon which was preached by the Archbiſhop of | 
Granada ; he told me by the bye, and in general, | 
upon my asking him what reſolution he had k 
brought, thar His Majeſty was againſt any change, 

or having the Council prorogued ; nevertheleſs, we 

do no more fince his Arrival than we did before, | 
but do ſtill continue here idle. May our Lord pro- 
ſper your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrivus and Reverend 
Perſon, - and increaſe your State. 


From Trent the Moſt IMluſtrious Lord, I kiſs your 
26th of Fibru- jt ſt d, I kiſs 


ary; 1552. Moſt Reverend Lordſhip's Hands, 


Tour Servant, 


The Biſhop of Pamplona, 


Mr. Lanflac the French Embaſſadour at | 
the Council of Trent's Letter to the | 
Queen Mother of France. 


Madam, 


FoR to tell you the truth, I have not met here 
with the Execution of the good inclinations, 
the Pope the laſt time I ſaw him affured me of, 
who told me, he would leave the handling, and 
_ determining of all things intirely to the Diſpoſition 
of the Council, without interpoſing therein him- 
felf, to which I found all quite contrary : Nothing 


being handl:d or propoſed here, bur at the om 
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Mr. Lanſlac's Letter, &c. 209 


= of the Legates, and who do nothing but what 


they are commanded to do from Rome ; and who, 
when they have propoſed any thing, of the ſixty 
Biſhops that are here, thirty being Spanzards, and 
the reſt Italtans, our ſmall handfull, who in my 
judgment are Men of great knowledge and Zeal, 
and well affeted to a thorow Reformation, if they 


* offer any thing tnat the Legates do not like, are 
7 interrupted, and their opinions not followed, every 
[7 thing being carried by a Majority, which the Spa- 
[3 mards and Italians are, and that a great one, moſt 
L3 of which are either the Pope's Penſionaries, or in- 
4 tereſted in ſome Office in the Court of Rome; and 
3 who do for that reaſon knock all the good inten- 
'F tions of the reſt on the head; being reſolved ne- 
2 ver to yield to a Reformation, fo that I have no 
2 hopes of ſeeing this Council produce the Fruits 
[3 that I deſire, unleſs you ſhould be pleaſed to ſend 


hither a conſiderable Number of our Prelates; and 
unleſs the Embaſſadours of the Emperour, and 


[3 King of Spain, and the other Princes do ſpeak a 
7 little more briskly than they have done hither- 


al fo. 
” From Trent the Tour moſt humble SubjeF, and 

7th of June, 

1563, Moſt obedient, and 

Moſt obliged Servant. 

( 
| Lanfſac. 
= 
] 


A Paſ- 
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A Paſſage m a Letter of Mr. Lanflac, : 
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bearing date the 1 9th of July, 1562, 
to the French Kimg. 


\ \ TE have deferr'd the propoſing of the Ati. 
cles of Reformation ; we that are here be. 


ing ſenſible, that they will never grant any thing, ÞY 
that is prejudicial to the Profit or Authority of the F? 


Court of Rome ; beſides, the Pope 1s ſo far Maſter 


of the Council, by having the Mayor Vote at tis FY 
Devotion, thorough his Penſionaries; that let the FR 
Emperour's Embaſſadours, and we, remonſtratene- Þ'#$ 
ver ſo much, they will do nothing but what they F# 
pleaſe, as Your Majeſty will underſtand by the Ci- 
nons we ſend you, as well of Doctrine as Reform | 


tion, which were publiſhed inthe laſt Seſſion, being 
the 16th preſent. 


Dr. Xaindte's Letter to Dr. d' Eſpence. 


Mr. 
Y OU were never ſo inſpired, as you were 11 
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not coming to this place, where [ am apt !2 |! 


think, the baſe Courſes that are taken here, t0 ob- 
ſtrutt a Reformation, might have killed you. It 
French do carry themſelves more fincerely and ver- 


tuouſly than the reſt, who do for that reaſon laugh 
at them when they ſee them in trouble. When! | 
we arrived here, they were handling the Sacrament Þ 
of Order, on which occaſion the Spaniards pray | 

k Jar 
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hard to have had it declared, that Biſhops were in- 
ſtiruted by Chriſt, and were by Divine Right ſupe- 
riour to Presbyters, in which the French joyned 
with them : But the Italians, in order to hinder 
the Eſtabliſhment of that DoQtrine, crowded no 
fewer than twelve Titles for the Pope into one (in- 
gle Canon, by which they pretend that he 15 the 
only Biſhop inſtituted immediately by Chriſt, and 
that all other Biſhops have no Authority but what 
they derive from him; there is not one here that 
does not wiſh himſelf in the Sorbon, though it were 
with hazard of his Life. It is not poſſibte for me, 
to relate minutely to you all the Acts that I have 
ſeen, and have been informed of in this Council. 


From Trext the 
15th of June, 
1563. 


Tuſtinianus a Noble Venetian, in the fifteenfh 
Book of his Venetian Hiſtory. ſpeaking of this laſt 
Seſſion, of the Trent Council, faith : Religionis 
cauſa in Tridentino Concilio parum proſperos ſucceſſus 
habebat, ob diſſentientes animos, cacamque Pralato- 
rum ambitionem; folus autem Cardinalis Lotharingi- 
vir pietatis ſtudio, & dicendi arte clarus, que ad 
Dei howorem, &- veram Eccleſie reformationem eſſent, 
ſuadebat : cui plerique ex Concilii patribus, humana- 
rum potins rerum quam divinarum curam habentes, re- 

fragabantur, wariiſque opinionibus ſana Synodo diſſs- 
dente nil quod rettum, ſantum, piumque foret, de- 
cerni potuit : omniaque confuſione & cecitate, pleng 
grant, tantaque pr elatos ambitio ceperat, ut mlla a- 
pad eos fidei Religioniſque pro vera Eccleſia reforma- 


Fione, ratio haberetur. 
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The following Letters though they have no Name 
to: them, being Copies, and ſome of them no 
Date, are plainly the Biſhop of Arras's, in an- 
{wer to ſome of the foregoing Letters. 


_— —C—_— RR 


A \Cop of a Letter of FB Biſhop of Arras 


fo Dr. Vargas. 


Magnificent Sir, 


Have peruſed your Letters of the 19th, and 
20th Inſtant, and that of the 25th alſo, with 


which Ireceived a Copy of the Dodtrines, and 


of the ſafe Conduct, and the Act of the Protelta- 
tion made in the Congregation ; you always reaſon 
ſo prudently, as to give us great light in what we 
are to do here, wherein you do me a ſingular Fa- 
vour; for which, as I have writ formerly, I ſhall 
not fail to have a juſt conſideration : It js conveni- 
ent, that what you write hither, ſhould be ſo ma- 
naged, that it may not give offence to any ; it be- 
ing a thing of great importance to His Majeſty? $ 
Service, that there ſhould be a good correſpondence 
and intire agreement among his Miniſters at Trent. 
We are waiting to ſee what the Embafſadours will 
write concerning the faid Seſſion, and till that 15 
known, | have nothing to add, but that I am al- 
ways ready to be imployed by you, and to do what- 
ſoever is convenient for ſuch as you ſhall recom- 
mend for their labours in the Council ; who ſhall 
be acquainted with the good Accounts you give of 
then. Our Lord preſerve TION 


1, #(purg. 
A Copy 
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A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
to Dr. Vargas. 


Magnificent Sir, 
Am informed by Don Franciſco's Letters, of the 
good Offices you do in all things, relating both 
to publick and private Affairs: The bearer hereof, 
who is of the Emperour*'s Council, and was his 
laſt Embafladour in Fraxce, goes to Trent, on no 
other Errand, as you will underſtand by him, but 
only to ſpeak to the Eleours : I ſhall not inlarge 
at preſent, in anſwering your Letters, ſince no body 
can tell, as yet, what will be done 1n that matter, 
to which you deſire to have an Anſiver; and it 1s 
poſſible it may take another way : I ſhall hereafter - 
adviſe you particularly how it will be, and will 
return Anſwers to all the points in the faid Letters, 
this diſpatch being in ſuch haſte as not to allow me 
time to do it. Our Lord preſerve you. 


Tnſpurg. 


—_—} 


A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
to Dr. Vargas. 


Magnificent Sir, . 
OU reckon, His Majeſty's having been ſacis- 
fied with what you offered, is a full Anſwer 
to all the Letters you have writ to me ; which, as 
you obſerve, have been many and large : You will 
underſtand by the diſpatch, this goes by, all that 
is here; I ſhall not — inlarge, neither 
| 3 in 
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in truth can T do it, though I were willing, being 

at this time ſo beſieged by bulineſs, that I have nor 
one moment of leiſure, and ſo can only kiſs your 
Hands, for your great Care and Viejlancy, and the 
Trouble you give your ſelf in writing to me par- 
ticularly, concerning all that occurs, which is al- 
ways done by you with a Zeal conformable to your 
ereat Prudence and Learning; for which you may 
reſt ſatisfied, I have a juſt Eſteem, neither am 1 
wanting in repreſenting it; as I oaght to do, to His 
Mzjeſty, in order, to acquaint him, with thoſe who 
' are moſt ſerviceaule to him, that ſo he may take 

care to preferr them: Þ do heartily wiſh, he may 
on this or ſome other occaljon remember you as he 
ought; I pray God the fucceſs may anſwer my 
wiſhes, which if it do, I am certain you will be 
contented. Our Lord preſerve you. 


Inſpurg the 19th 
of January. 


A Copy of the Biſhop of Arras's Letter 


of the 9th of November, 1551, to 


4 Dy. Vargas. 


Moſt Magnificent Sir, 


Do all I can, that you may have quick Anſwers 
to your Letters, but by reafon of His Majeſty's 


ns 


having ſo much bufinefs on his Hands, as he has © 

at preſent, you have them not many times ſo ſoon 

as I do with you had; and though at this time, the 

badneſs of the ways, and our being fo much em-_ 
|  ployed 


ployed in raiſing an Army, might excuſe our 
not doing of it, nevertheleſs the Anſwers to the 
Embafſadours, do want only to be ſeen by His Ma- 
| jeſty; and I will do all that I am able, that they 
may be diſpatched in a few days. = 
_— What you write of the Legate, and Preſidents 
precipitating of things, is very true, who do hud- 


tance to the Church of God, of which the Legate 
gave a clear proof, in having contended ſo much, 


red, and in having determined many things in the 
Seffion, which ought to have been adjourned untill the 
Arrival of the Proteſtants,who are now on their way : 
But the miſchief of all is, that they do all thoſe 
things for purpoſes, that are flatly contrary to the 
purpoſes they ought to have ; precipitating the Di- 


vines fo, that they have not time for arguing of 


matters as they ought to do. 
His Majeſty has writ to his Embaſſadours to have 


all theſe things remedied, if it is poſſible : The 
Legate may reckon as he pleaſeth, but I am of opi- 


nion, that for all the hafte he makes, he will be 


obliged to prolong his Term of Fu/y, and that for 


ſome Months. There goes likewiſe a particular 


Anſwer to Don Franciſco, in relation to a Reforma- 
tion. 

The Memorial you ſpeak of, I have not as yet been 
able to find, 1 imagined Yelaſco had had it: We 
muſt therefore leave it to you, to anſwer it as well 
as you can in general, for want of a particular 1n- 


formation thereof. | 

It is a lamentable thing to be ſo ſenſible of Miſ- 
chiefs, as to ſee them plainly, and yet not be able 
to remedy them in the Circumſtances we are nn ; 
My only conſolation is, the conſideration of my ha- 


P 4 ving | 
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dle things flrangely, that are of the higheſt impor- 


againſt having the Communion Sb atraque defer. 


2 
. KEE 
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ving done all that I was able, and of all things be. 
ing in the Hand of God: Who many times, when 


People do in humane Prudence deſpair of things, 


puts his Hand to them, and brings them about: 
Now my-being of opinion, that we are at this time, 
in ſuch an Extremity, is what raiſeth ſuch hopes in 
me. ” 

Some of the Proteſtants are now on their way, 


_ and ſome, as you write, are come already ; never- 
thelefs, by their ſecret workings in their own Coun- 


rries, I do fee plainly, that this is all a piece of 
Ropguery lodged in the Hearts of their DoCtours 


1 do all the Offices, IT can think of, with the Biſhop 


of Imola his Holineſs's Nuncio, and that, in order 
to bring the Pope to yield to ſome things that are 
necefſary ;- I do likewiſe ſollicite the Legate rhat is 
here, who being an honeſt Man, cannot forbear ac- 
knowledging, that the Aﬀairs of the Council ought 
to be taken otherwiſe at Rome, than they are: 
Where, if they would, they might conſent to the 


doing of a great many things, that would be of ad-_ 


vantage, and particularly to their own Authority, 
and that without doing any body a prejudice. 

There is not a Soul that knows any thing of the 
Letter you writ to me privately, nor of your having 
ſent me the Papers, which our Embaſſadours were 
ſo ſlow in ſending : I had heard of what had paſſed 
from a thouſand particular Perſons, before their 
Letters arrived : I ſhall take care, that the good 
Offices you do me, ſhall be no prejudice to you, 
and am glad that we are ſo near one another, that 
we may almoſt ſhake Hands. — 

AS to your own particular Afﬀairs, I have always 
done, and will always do you all the good Offices 
that are in. my power; I pray God they may ſuc- 
ceed according to the good Will they are done with- 


all : 
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all: 1 was glad to hear from you, of Dr. Malven- 


| 7s having acquitted himſelf fo well ; -and as to the | 


 Doftours of Lovain, I know they will give a good 
| account of themſelves, and you will find them to 


be both excellent and modeſt Men. I have writ to 
the Archbiſhop of Sazer, to make him ſenſible of 


the good Office you have done him.: God knows 
| how defirous I am that all worthy Men, that do 
| ſervice, ſhould be conſidered for it; and of my dif- 
| intereſted intentions in ſuch caſes, I have Dr. Mal- 
| venda for a witneſs, ſo that you may reſt ſatisfied, 
that ſo often as there is occaſion, I ſhall not fail to 


put His Majeſty in mind of - the concerns of that 


{ Archbiſhop : I have likewiſe writ Don Franciſco an 
| account of the Teſtimony you gave of his diligence 
| and managery. Our Lord preſerve you. 


| From Inſpurg the 


gth of Novem- 
ber, 1551. 


The ſafe Condutt is come defective enough, be- 
ing very far from ſuch a one as is neceſſary, to fatis- 


| fie the pretenſions of the Proteſtants ; I will do all 


that is poſſible, to oblige them to confent to it, but. 
It that cannot be done, it muſt be returned to you 
again, | | 


A Copy 


1218 Part of the Biſbop of 


A Copy of part of the Biſhop of Arras, 
Letter of the 5th of March, 1552, 
to Dr. Vargas. 


Magnificent Sir, 


Have ſeen all that the Embaſſadours have writ to 
His Majeſty, as alfo what you have writ at large, 
and with great Wiſdom, in your Letrers about the 
ſame buſineſs; what you have offered, is well adap- 
ted to the Terms we were on when you were here; 
but the State of Aﬀairs is much altered ſince that 
time, for we have now no hopes of the Proteſtants 
| going to the Council, who having entered into a 
Conſpiracy, do ſeek to gain the People to their 
Devotion, by telling them that the Council goes 
on, without giving them the hearing, and dentes 
them many things which it might lawfully grant; 
by which means, things are thrown into ſuch a 
terrible Confuſion, that the Catholicks, as well a 
the Proteſtants, are for having the Council ſuſper- 
ded ; among other things ſaying openly, rhat the 
do not care to be judged by one Nation, and that, 
though the Council ſhould be continued never 6 
Jong. it would never make ſuch a Reformation 8 
is necefſary, nor will have any other effect, but thc 
leflening of the Authority of Councils; and that 
in caſe His Majeſty ſhould do his Duty, in urg1ns 
to have ſuch a Reformation, he will undoubtedl 
embroil himſelf thereby with the Pope : But ſup- 
poſing there were no harm in that, ſo long as Hs 
Majeſty does nothing but what is his Duty, and 
convenient for the Service of God : The worlt 
all is, that no fruje can be expected, from any oy | 

| | £094 FB 
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endeavours, fince they will thereupon either tran- 
ſate or diſſolve the Council, as they ſhall think 
[moſt convenient, to the robbing of Councils of that 
Authority, which is the only retuge, and remedy, 
the Church has when diſturbed by Controvertjes 
about Religion; it being moſt certain, that the 
Germans on the Terms they are on at preſent, will 
[not only not receive this Counctl, but they will 
pretend that they are releaſed from the Obfervati- 
on of the Interim, which was to laſt only till the 
definition of a Council, and will impuegn this, and 
that with too much colour among their own Peo. 
ple, who are not rightly informed of the Autho- 
rity of the Church ; for the Council to which the 
Controverfie was remitted, not having adjuſted it, 
| there can be no agreement: And as it 15 certain, 
that they will inſiſt on their Religion, fo His Ma- 
xlty will die ſooner than conſent to it. For which, 
| and ſevera] other Reaſons which have been weighed 
by His Majeſty, he is come to a reſolution to write 
to his Embaſſadours about it. 
| Asto what you write to me particularly, I have 
| Communicated it three ſeveral] rimes to His Maje- 
ty, who continues fixt, not to do any thing there- 
| in, without the adviee of his Embaſjadours, whom 
| he will have to ſend their opinions to him in wri- 
ting; which conſidering, that his Embaſſadours are 
Men of Integrity, and will keep whatever is done 
ſecret, he takes to be the beſt Courſe. This is 
| made ſtill the more difficukt, by the preſent State 
ly | of things, in which, if the refolution his Majefty 
- has taken has its effeft, there will be no neceF- 
Is | fity of entertaining any thoughts of that other 
| Courſe, 
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It would do well therefore, that you ſhould + 
poſe what you have to offer, as a thing I had wr, 
fo you about, or ſpoke to you of when you wer 4 Ci 
here, and that you ſhould write likewiſe to Hi; 
Majeſty, deſiring that your Letter may be kept 6. e 
 cret, and recommending Secrecy as to all thing iſ 4 
that are done at Trent. In fine, now we arenſ® þ 
theſe Terms, you muſt not fail to employ all jou MW 
induſtry and diligence, that what His Majeſty i M, 


compelled by the iniquity of the times to condeſcen 
to, may be done, as much to his advantage as it i 
poſlible. 


The following part is boſe. 


_ 


 — —_ —_— 


A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
_ to Dr. Vargas, 


Magnificent Sir, 
Eſigning to return Anſwers, to all the [.ettet3 | AR: 
I find my ſelf indebted to you for, when Hs Þ xx. 


A Ooh 


Majeſty does the ſame to his diſpatches, I ſhall |} | 
inlarge in this, which I write only on the occaſion  _ 
of Secretary Eraſtus going to Trent, to adviſe you ts 
of my being in health, thanks to God for it, and Caſ 
extreamly defirous to have ſomething wherein I Þ _-- 
may ſerve you ; which whenſoever any occaſion ſhall wh 
offer, I ſhall do with an intire good Will. Ou J pre 
Lord preſerve you. ma 
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[ Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 


ept &. 
thing x 7 to a Letter of Dr. Malvenda 


yo | of the 27th of January, 155 2. 
eſty i 
eſcend 
| It 


' Magnificent Sir, | 
[vs overjoyed at my coming to know the Fiſcal 
| 4 Yarges by ſight, and diſcourſe; and though I 
{ had always reckoned him a very able Miniſter, yet 
I do now find him to be a much greater Man than 
| thought he was. I have been informed by him 
| of all the difficulties you have encountred with, as 
| well in the buſineſs of the ſafe Conduct for the 
| Proteſtants, as in the Propoſitions which have been 
14: Þ made: The Legate muſt not certainly have ſtudied 
the Aﬀeairs of Germany much, nor the Books that 
| are wrote therein, that he is ſo much offended at 
| What they have ſaid in the Council: The faid Fiſ- 
| cal carries His Majeſty's entire reſolution as to all 
JT; # Aﬀairs, which he knows very well how to report. 
"ot @ He has acquainted me with the pains you have ta- 


not AC( 
21 Þ kn, notwithſtanding your ſickneſs would not allow 
11 & Jou, to do what you would have done otherwiſe. 


id © 1 was glad to hear him ſpeak fo well of the Biſhop 
| Caftellamar, of whom you know I had a good opi- 
| nion before : That Prelate may reſt fatisfied, that 
| whenever there is occaſion, I ſhall not forget to re- 
| preſent his Merits to His Majeſty ; I pray God it 
| May be of advantage to him. Being delirous to do 
| ſomething for the Study of Barcelona, I ordered a 


Memorial to be given in about it fome days ago, 


/ | in conformity of what the Procuratour Gualby had 
| Writ to me concerning 1t. | 
| Before 


of the 16th of February, 1552, m 
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Before we left Ausburg, I deſired His Mijch Com 
to give Dr. Gregory Lopez leave to go to a place 
whither 1 would gladly have ſent him, but cou ther 
not obtain it, His Majeſty alledging, that theCour I 
having no other Spaniſh Phyſician, but him a 2 
Olivares, could not poſſibly ſpare him ; and muck I Of 
leſs can tt be expected now that His Maj 
ſhould give way to his going to the Council, fine: kno 
the Queen of Bohemia has with great importuzin | 2. 
got Olivares to go with her. FE 

It is a wonderfull thing to me, that ſo may I} Tr 
* Spaniſh Prelates ſhould not have brought a Phyſic- |M 
an with them; or that being fo near to 1taly, the 
ſhould not all this while have ſent for ſome Eminent Þ 
DoCctour, who I ſuppoſe might have made a good 
\ buſineſs of it. I do aſſure you I have done in this 
all that was poſſible for me, and I can do no more. 
Our Lord preſerve you. | 


y 
From Þſpurg the Cl 
16th of Febru- ar 
ary, 1552 a 
= oy vw 
| : 2» 

A Copy of the Biſhop of Arras's Letter « | . 
the 9th of November, 1551, math t 
fwer to two Letters of Dr, Malvendas | 
of the 1 2th of October, and the SP | 


. of November, 1551. 


Magnificent Sir, | | 

Edac my ſelf two Letters in your debt, the lat N 

of which came to me, fince I arrived here; | 
where, if any thing can make me diſpenſe with t0* 


Com- 
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je Commodities of this place, it will be my being fo 
2 place _ Trent, that we can almoſt (hake Hands toge- 
E ener. FE, 
_ I am infinitely glad, that the Seffion was cele- 
n an; brated with ſo much Authority ; but the thing that- 
muct | troubles me, is, the reſolution they are come to 
lajef about the ways of proceeding, having left the old 
' fine known Methods, and which is worſt of all there is 
tunin WW 9 remedy for it; for though they know well. 

*& enough what would be moſt convenient, they will 
| never yield to it ; ſo that without running a great 


man 

we | risk, we ſhall not be able to procure it: The buſi- 
he; neſs of the Communion Sub atraque, might very 
nent well have been remedied, without having made ſuch 
200d { © Noife about it, or without our having writ con- 
"ths M cerning it from hence, for we do not know what to 


ore © Write, untill we have received advice of things 

| fromyou; and the Legate, if he had pleaſed, might 

have remembred, that His Majeſty, when the Coun- 

cil ſat formerly at Trent, writ that the matters that 

are chiefly controverted, might not be handled till 

{ aconvenient time, and that his Holineſs writ like- 

— | viſe to. his Legates, to follow His Majeſty's dire- 

| Clions as to things of that Nature. For as you know 

of | very well, Papers which muſt be read by His Ma- 

| feſty before they are diſpatched, cannot be expedi- 

| ted, as they might be otherwiſe ; and fo the An- 

25 | fivers to the Embaſladour's Letters, though they 

| have been writ ſome days ago; yet by reaſon of His 

Majeſty's not having as yet ſeen them, they cannot 

go by this occaſion ; but I ſhall take care to fend 
them as ſoon as it is poſlible. 

It would have had much more Authority, if the 

+ | Fathers had firſt delivered their Minds concerning 

\. | matters, and the decrees having been formed there- 


upon, had been returned to them again to be _ 
| | ted 
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ted by them, than the taking the ſecond: Courſe 
you inſtance in; but it being now too late to pro 
cure that, there is no mention of it in His Maj. 
ſty's Letters. It would likewiſe, conſidering the 
Neceſſities of the Times, have been moſt convenient 
' not to have had the Decrees publiſhed till the End 
of the Council ; but the contrary Cuſtom being 
now introduced, by their having done otherwiſe in 
the former Seffions, it will be to no purpoſe to 
urge what is propoſed by Cologne, notwithſtanding, 
it was the Practiſe of all the Ancient Councils; 
for we muſt be content to. take things in the 
State they are in, and make the beft we can of 
them. | 

I was glad to hear from the Fiſcal Vargas, of 
your having ſignalized your ſelf ſo much, by the 
- Oration you made: The Divine who would hare 
taken place of the Dean,might very well have excuſed 
giving People occaſion to talk of him. Don Fran- 
ciſco has writ concerning it, and has excepted you | 
by Name: His Majeſty nor none elſe having ever Þ (« 

imagined, that ſuch a pretence could * have been I 

ſtarted by any body ; it being moſt certain that Þ q 
they are all His Majeſty's Embafſadours, as well ÞþÞ 
thoſe of Flazders, as thoſe of Spain, being all equal- Þ if 


ly the Servants of the ſame Maſter, and ſent on the c 
ſame Errand. - 

I am not unmindfull of your particular buſineſs, - 
having ſpoke ſeveral times, both to Eraſtas, and ns 
Secretary Vargas about it; ſo that if you have ji 
not had a return, you will have one by the firſt op- hs 
portunity ; 1 have told them often, that if thoſe - 


returns were made by the ordinary ways, His 
Majeſty, whoſe ceremonies, and opinions, you 2rc 
no ſtranger to, would be beſt pleafed with | © 
them. | ; 

| I] can 


I cannot forbear ſhewing great reſpect to Dr. Ye- 
| laſco, as well upon his own Account, as upon your 
* Commendation of him. I have received the Book 
of the Deerees which have been patled in this Coun- 
cil, for which I kifs' your Hands ; thoſe of the laſt 
on were ſent me by Don Franciſco, of which to 
s ſpeak the truth, I have the ſame opinion that you 
$ have, it being impoſſible, as they precipitate mat- 
| ters, to have them diſcufſed in ſo ſhort a time, as 
| they ought to be. If there were any perſwading of 
; them, to take the moſt convenient Courſes, there 
| are ſeveral Articles ought to be deferred till the 
| Proteſtants come : We ſhall ſee, whether, what His 
{ Majeſty writes concerning ſuch matters will be able 
| to remedy things a little for the future. 
{ The ſafe Conduct is very defettive to the pur- 
| poſes of bringing the Proteſtants to Trent, and of 
d FF Keeping them there. Our Lord preſerve you. 


From Inſpurg the 
gth of Novem 


We know not what to adviſe in cafe the French 
ſhould return to the next Seffion, as I ſuppoſe they 
will,if not hindred by Yar:/las's departure, to whom 

| If they ſhould ſay any thing, an Anſwer may be de- 

| ferred, as it was before, till the next Seſfion; as to 
an appeal,l do not ſee any ground they can have for 
it, ſince no Decree has been made to provoke them to 
it, but only an Anſwer returned to them ; but in- 
caſe they ſhould appeal, 4 futuro gravamine, they 
may, as I have ſaid, be anſwered afterwards; this is 
all the advice we can give from hence, untill we fee 
what they have ſaid, and in what form, this being a 
matter that will require to be conſidered thoroughly, 
as to every word of it. ; 
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A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
in anſwer to a Letter of the Biſhop if 


| Oren's of the 20th of January, 1 552, 


"Moſt Reverend Lowd : 


7% Have received two Letters from: your Lordfhiy 
the firſt whereof is full of Complaints, upon 
what His Majeſty had writ ro your Lordſhip, an 
the ſecond is a retrattation, of the ſuſpicion you 
had of the Embaſſadour. 
Now as there is nothing that troubles your Lord 
ſhip, that does not give me pain, ſo T'do affureyou, 
His Majeſty*s Letter to you gave me a great deal; 


1 do not ſay this to excuſe my ſelf, who being 


His Majeſty's Miniſter am bound to obey him, and 
eſpecially when after having endeavoured to fatishe 
him, he commands me abſolutely to-do it ; after 
which I did not think fit to make any farther re- 


ply, knowing certainly that if I had done it, I ſhould 
have made the buſineſs worſe, His Majeſty being in - 


ſo great a paſſion at that time, that a reply would 


have ſerved only to have increaſed his Choler. 


| The origipat of all this, was, His Majeſty's b4- 
ving been informed, that there were three of th: 


Prelates abſent from Trent at once, the Biſhop of 


Segovia having abſented himſelf without leave, and 


the Biſhop of Placentia being gone to Venice only 


for Paſtime. ” 
Now His Majeſty beinz zealous in all the cot- 


cerns of Religiov, and being extreamly deſirous of 


reaping ſome fruit of this Council, which, thougi 
it may not be ſo much as is neceſſary, yet that If 
may be as much 23 can be had ; 'and that on hs 


part, 
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part, -and theirs who are employed by him, nos, 
thing ſhould be wanting that 1s neceflary towards 
the.procuring of a Reformation ; he commanded 
thoſe Letters to be writ, by the difpatch that went 
to the Embaſſadour, who I do aflure your Lord- 
ſhip, never writ one word concernt:.; that Aitlair to 
His Majeſty, neither am I able to tell, by what 
way he was informed of it, there being a great 
many People, who ſpeak to him of things upon 


ſuch ſlight Grounds, that one would wonder they 


are not aſhamed to do it. 

Your Lordſhip's Letter being come to hand, I 
took care to communicate ſo much of it as was con- 
venient to His Majeſty, ſaying ſeveral things be- 
ides, of which your Servant can give you an ac- 


| count. 


The Lady Dona Maria de Lara had ſpoke to me 
about it,as ſhe has likewiſe very well, as ſhe can do in 
all things, to His Majeſty, neither was Secretary 
Vargas wanting in doing your Lordſhip good Offices 
therein, ſo that His Majeſty is now ſatisfied, who faid, 
the foundation of his anger having been the Prelates 
golng from Trent, without his Embafladour's leave, 
ſince you were not concerned in that,he hal nothing 
more to ſay ; only, that he will not have you, nor 
none of the Prelates that are at Trent on his ac- 
count, to abſent themſelves from ſo good a Work 
for one Moment. Do | 

It amazeth me that the Embaſſadour, who 1s fo 
civil and well bred a Perſon in all things, ſhould be 
rude to you and the reſt of the Prelates ; I can only 
ſay, that upon my own account, I cannot allow, a 
certain careleſsneſs in Behaviour to be reckoned a 
great fault in Men of buſineſs; 1 my ſelf when my 
head is full of buſineſs, being apt to commit ſuch 


Errours ; and when he chooſes to go on foot for 
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exerciſe, or ſome other conveniency, the Biſhops if 
they pleaſe may eaſily rid themſelves of ſuch of his 
| Servants, as have the impudence to go where they 
ou ght not. | 

As to buſineſs, it is certain your Lord(hip han- 
dles it, with a neceflary Zeal, and an earneſt defire 
of doing God and His Majeſty Service, for which 
you cannot have a better Rule, than to follow what 


the Embaſſadours ſhall tell you is His Majeſty's 


Will, who. have inftruftions from hence as to all 
points : At preſent TI have nothing more to add, 
only to tell you, that your Lordſhip hereafter will 
not have any Cauſe given you to complain ; and 
that in me you will always find a molt affectionate 
Servant, and whom you may freely command as 
ſuch. With this I end, beſeeching our Lord to 
preſerve your moſt Reverend Lordſhip. 


From Hſpurg the 
1ſt of Febraary, 
1552. 


—_— 


of Arras of the 9th of November, 
1551, to the Biſhop of Oren. 


Moſt Illaftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Wn F Ith your Lordſhip's Letters of the 12th of 
VV the laſt Month, and the 3d inſtant, [ re- 
ceived the cuſtomary Favour, of being acquainted 
with your being in health, of which now we are fo 
near, I hope [ ſhall hear frequently to my great ſa- 
tisfaCtion. As I am ambitious to ſerve His Ma- 
jelty in any thing, fol am chiefly in matrers relating 

| | to 


A Copy of part of a Letter of the Biſhop 
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to the Cauncil, about which, God is my witneſS> 
I doall that I am able ; and as I rejoyce extream- 


_ ly at any thing thar is right being done therein, ſo 


I am extreamly troubled, when; I fee things done 
there on purpoſe to obſtruct the R:formation of 
God's holy Religion. ” 
 Idoall Iam abt to bring them to be favour- 
able to the Germans, that, as your Lordſhip in 
your great prudence knows very well, being a thing 
of great moment, and about which I have taken 
more pains, than can be imagined. So that, not- 
withſtanding, I ſee things done every day, that do. 
no ways pleaſe me, I comfort my felf with the: 
thoughts of my having done all that I was able, ha- 

ving been wanting. neither for will, nor-pains. 

We aim all at the ſame mark, which is to have 
things remedied as is neceflary, to which Work 
there are great obſtacles, of which, though we are 
very ſenſible, we are forced for fear of bringing all 
to ruine, to diſſemble our knowledge of them: I 
have ſeen your Lordſhip's Memorial, and Doz Fran- 
ciſco's alſo, which he ſent to His Majeſty upon the 
informations he had received from the Prelates. 

It is not His Majeſty's intention, that the Pre- 
lates ſhould loſe any thing they are in poſſeſſion of, 
that is not offenſive, or to the prejudice of the 
Church of God, neither do I believe it is Doz Fran- 
ciſco's ; but ſo it is, that there are many things to be 


| wiſhed, and it would be happy if rhey were gran- 


ted, which if his Holineſs were preſſed to do, would 
make a breach, that would be attended with grea- 
ter inconveniencies, than any thing that 1s done; 
it is therefore neceflary, that all ſuch matters be 
very tenderly handled, ſince to ſpeak to have all the 
Exactions and Abuſes of the Court of Rome refor- 


- med, does certainly knock that and all other buſineſs, 


Q 3 on 
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on the head at once. We muſt therefore ſeek, and 
that obliquely too,to get ſome things removed, which 
oive great offence, and are of advantage only to 
ſome particular Perſons, but are prejudicial to the 
publick, eve1 of Rome it ſelf; for ſhould we do any 
thing otherwiſe than thus, that 1s contrary to the 
Guſto of the Romans, they will immediately upon it, 
put a ſtop to all buſineſs; I cannot at preſent enter 
upon particulars, but ſhall only tell you, that we 
have had ſeveral Conferences upon what Don Fray- 
ciſco has writ concerning thoſe Afairs. 


The following part is loſt. 


_ FI 


ot tt Ra 


A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 


to the Biſhop of Oren. 


Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Eferring my ſelf to the Anſiver, that is retur- 
ned by His Majeſty to the diſpatches from 
Trent, telating to the laſt Seffion, I will not inlarge 
at preſent, in my Anſwer to your Lordfhip's Letter, 
of the 25th of the laſt Month, only that I have re 
ceived your Paper, concerning what paſſed betwixt 
the Legate and Verdun, and ſome other matters rc- 
lating to that contention. | 
We are not wanting to uſe all poſſible diligences, 
as we have done hitherto, that things may be pro- 
ſecuted with you, in ſuch ways as are moſt conve- 
nient for the Service of God, and the publick. good 
of Chriſtendom. But your Lordſhip cannot but ſce, 
that the iniquity of the times, and the preſent Po- 
ſiture of Aﬀairs are ſuch, as will not give way _ on 
& | | | 01g 
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doing'of what is convenient, we muſt therefore be 
contented, and tread with great Caution, and Cir- 
cumfpettion, for fear of ' breaking all in pieces, 
which would be yet worſe, than what they do : 
Your Lordſhip's prudence muſt needs know this, 
better than I who am here can tell you : I ſhall not 
therefore trouble you with a longer Letter, but do 
referr you to Eraſtas, the bearer, who is able to 
gfve you a particular Account of all that offers 
here. I cannot omit aſſuring your Lordſhip, that 
In me you have as good a Servant as you can defire, 
and that I ſhall eſteem your Commands to ſerve you 


ignal Favours, Our Lord preſerve you. 


A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
70 the Biſhop of Pamplona. 


Moſt Reverend Lord, 


Have received your Lordſhip's Letters, of the 

20th, and 26th of the laſt Month, and that alſo 
you ſent to me by your Servant, which 1s all over 
very fine, and I kiſs your hands a thouſand times 
for it ; your Lordſhip cannot' but be ſenſible that 
you need not uſe any Complements with me, but 
that you may freely employ me on all occalions ; 
there being nothing that can make me more your 


_ Servant than I am already. 


As to the injury you write they are about to do. 
you, in the matter of Hoſpitalery of Pamplona, I 
will take care that all poflible diligences, ſhall be ' 
uſed for to remedy it : I have ordered a Letter to 


be writ in His Majeſty's Name to Don Diego de Men- 
Q 4  doza 
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doza his Embaſſadour at Rome, in conformity to what 
you deſired. I do not uſe towrite to Senjor Baldyim, 
having no acquaintance with him, but tomake amends 
| for that, I will write my felf to Don Dzego; who 
alone having His Majeſty's commands for it, can do 


as much as if we wrote to them all. | have writ to 
the Legate by this diſpatch, as you deſired me, and 
ſhall write likewiſe to the French Licentiate as you 
command me, and that after ſuch a manner, as 
ſhall oblige him to uſe all the diligences that are in 


his power ; and if there is any thing either inthis or 


any other Afﬀair, I ſhall not fail to employ my ſelf 
therein, with an entire zood Will ; as to the Subſi- 
dy I will write to the Biſhop of Lago, as you have 
deſired, and will take care to have the Schedule re- 
lating to Carthagena diſpatched, as you have dire- 
ted; and in order thereunto have commanded a 
memorial to be preſented; ſome days ago to Secre- 


tary Eraſtus, to whom if you your ſelf writ con-. 


cerning it, it would not be amiſs, Our Lord pre- 
ſerve your Lordſhip. 


Tnſpurg. 


————— 


dd 


— pn 


A Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
to the, Archbiſhop of Sazer. 


Moſt Reverend Lad; 
| Les nothing to return in-anſwer to your Lord- 


Ip's Letter of the 2d inſtant, but-to praiſe the 
Offices and Diligences your Lordſhip uſeth in the 


Aﬀairs of this holy Council, as comes certified from 
all hands: May our Lord reward your Lordſhip ac- | 


cording 


"Fs 
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cording to your deſerts, and put it likewiſe into His 
| Majeſty's heart, to remember thoſe who have 1a- 
| houred hard; and do ſtill continue to labour, as 
your Lordſhip does, at ſo great a Charge, and In- 
commodities, - both to their Perſons, and Eſtates ; 
| I do affure you, I am not wanting, in repreſenting 
all theſe things to His Majeſty, and particularly ag 
' to your Lordſhip's concerns ; as I ſhall not fail to 
do on this occaſion, wiſhing that His Majeſty may 
ſhew you as much Favour, as 1 deſire my ſelf, ] 
| ſhall be always, whenever you fhall-command me, 
{ moſt ready to ſerve you with an intire Will. Our 
| Lord preſerve you. FR 


- Tuſpurg. 


 —_ — 


| 4 Copy of a Letter of the Biſhop of Arras 
to Don Franciſco de Toledo. 


Iluftrious Lord, 


Aving writ to you the other day, by the Per. 
| L Z fon who is ſent by His Majeſty to ſpeak to the 
{ Eleftours, in anſwer to a Letter, I was in your debt, 
| and not havingſince heard from you,and diſpatching 
this in great haſte, with the reſolution His Majeſty 
| Is come to, concerning the Afﬀairs at Trenr, as you 
will ſee by the diſpatch ; and I have nothing more 
| to ſay, but to remit my ſelf to that, kiſſing your 
Hands a thouſand times,and praying to God to pro- 
tet and increaſe your Illuſtrious Perſon and Family, | ls. 
as I deſire. ” | | #7 


From Iſpurg the 
6th of Merch, 
0552. 


2 34 A Letter of the Biſhop of Oren 


A Letter of the Biſhop of Oren's of the 


' 20th of January, 1552, to the Bi Þþ 


ſhop of Arras. 


| Moſt Illuftrious and Reverend Lord, 


Efore I went to Mantua, to kiſs the moſt % 

| rene King, and Queen of Bohemia's Hands, | 
writ to your moſt Reverend Lordſhip for leave to 
£9, which I deſired likewiſe of the Legate, and the 
Embafladour Don Franciſco de Toledo: To whom | 
declared, that unleſs he would give.me leave in His 
Majeſty's Name, that IT would not tir out of the 
Gates of Trent; who thereupon granted me leave 
betore ſeveral Prelates, and other Perfons, commen- 
ding me for going to kiſs their Highneſs's hands, to 
whom, be{ides their being His Majeſty's Children, 
I owed fo much Service : So that,had I been going 
to ſerve the King of France, 1 could not have made 
more Complements, nor have begg'd leave more 
earneſtly. I returned to Trent again in Eight days, 
and having accompanied their Highnefſes to Bolſon, 
was commandc<d by the King to officiate to him at 
Chriſtmaſs, which I did, and returned to Trent #- 
gain before New-years-day, to the firſt Congregs- 
tion: Neither was I ever abſent from ſo much 5 
one Congregation, from the time the Council 
made me a Deputy ; at which I have ſeveral times 
afiſted Eight hours together to ſerve God, and His 
| Majefly; in recompence for all which trouble, and 
for having ſerved their Highnefſes, I have an angry 
Letter ſent me by His Majeſty, on Account of that 
abſence, blaming me equally with the reſt of the 
Prelates, that have been abſent : Who-ever he - 
| tnal 


to the Biſhop of Arras. 
that gave this information to. His Majeſty, muſt 

+l, I have had a ſtrong inclination for to have me con- 
-. | demned, having forgot to tell, that he gave me 
Di- Þ leave, and that I went to ſerve His Majeſty's Chil- 

EK dren, and that I have never once been abſent, 

{ My Lord, I know very well, from whence all 
{ this comes, and that it 'can be from none but the 
Embatladour, who is .jealous of my having adviſed 
His Majeſty of what has been done here about 
Benefices,' and ſome other things ; notwithſtanding, 

I never wrote any thing to his prejudice, neither 
indeed could I co it. IT am nevertheleſs ſenſible, 
that let me do never ſo much Service, His Majeſty 


mit any fault, I muſt never be pardoned for it ; all 
this I ſuffer in prudence, which, without it, I 
ſhould not be able to endure. 

I have ſupplicated His: Majeſty to order your 


-”, & moſt Reverend Lordſhip, to command an informa- 
g tion to be taken, whether I did not publickly ask 
de leave of the Embaſſadour, to kiſs the King, and 
i # Queen of Behemia's Hands, and whether he did not 
% K grantic me, and whether I have taken any pains 
7, & Here, or done any ſervice, or whether I have been 
:  fomuchas once faulty, of which when His Maje- 
- = fiy ſhall come to be informed, he will be ſenſible, 
- = how ill a thing he did, who faid, I have nothing 
, elſe to write, but that three of the Prelates are ab- 
| ſent, without telling how, or for what, and that 
* KF on purpoſe to make His Majeſty angry with me. 
 & Beſides, I being fo much your moſt Reverend 
= Lordſhip's Servant, have cauſe to complain of your 


Lordſhip likewiſe, for your having conſented to my 
having been thus affronted in the middle of a Coun- 
cil, and that to me who deſerved favours 'and thanks, 


vered 
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ſhall never hear of it; whereas, if I ſhould com-_ 


an angry Letter from His Majelty ſhould be delt- 
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vered inſtead of them, for it would have heen jul 
to have known firſt what I had to ſay for my ſelf 
I muſt deſire your moſt Reverend Lordfhip, t 
acquaint His Majefty with my being certain, that 
Don Franciſco de Toledo 1s none of my friend, though 
for no other reaſon that. I can think of ; but be. 
cauſe. he cannot endure, that any Perſon beſides IM Th 
himſelf, ſhould adviſe His Majeſty of any thing, : 
£ I ſhall likewiſe eſteem it a great Favour, if you 
moſt Reverend Lordſhip would Jet me know how] 
muſt behave my ſelf, in the way we are treated hy 
the Embaſſadour ; who, whenever he pleaſeth com: 
mands us to go to his Houſe, and to accompany 
him thither on foot, On which occaſions he walks 
before, and the Prelates follow him in the Croud of 
his Pages and Servants, and as it does not look very 
well to ſee a Company of Ancient Prelates, as it 
were dragged along by his Livery-men, fo it is in- 
convenient likewiſe in ſeeming to letſen the Liberty 
and Authority of the Prelates; not but that if [ 
were ſure it were for His Majeſty's Service, I would 
be ready to do it upon my Knees, bur if it is not, [ 
deſire your moſt Reverend Lordſhip to let me know 
fo much. Our Lord preſerve your moſt 1lluſtrious F 
Lord(hip's moſt Reverend Perſon, and increaſe your Þ {+ 


State. KF / 

: | vV 
From Trent the . Moſt Nluſtrious Lord, 1 do kiſs n 
20th of Fanu- T”” 
ar» 1552. Tour moſt Reverend Hands. c 
Tour Servant, j 


The Biſhop of Oren. 


| Traftatus a Dottore Varga conſcriptus 
| contra Clauſulam pernicioſam a Leeato 
in Do&trinam Ordinis intruſa. meditus 


e Manuſcripto. 


'N Dottrina de Sacramento Ordinis, cap.z. dif- 
- plicet nobis. vehementer illa Clauſula : Nam ut 
| Þ. zlla ſub uno ſupremo rectore varios & diver ſos 
| miniſtrantium continet ordines, ita viſibilis Chriſti 
| Eccleſia ſummum ipſins vicarium, pro unico & ſupre- 
ma capite in terris babet, cujus diſpenſatione ſic re- 
liguzs omnibus membris officia rs or ut ſuis 
queque in ordizibus & ſtatiombus collocata munera 
[ BB ſua, in totius Eccleſie utilitatem, cum maxima pace 
W & unione, exequantur. | 
us # Primum quod cum de Chriſto dixerit, ſub uno 
ir | ſupremo Rettore, de vicario ipſius dicit, unicum &- 
\ ſupremum caput ; quibus verbis plus aliquid tribuitur 
vicario in terris, quam zpfi Chriſto in calis ; majus 
nempe eſt eſſe unicum quam efle unum; elle unicum 
& ſupremum, quam elle unum ſupremum ; elle caput, 
quam efſe ReForem. Deinde quoniam falſum eſt, 
ſummum Pontificem eſſe unicum caput, quemadmo- 
dum enim ones Apoſtoli erant capita Eccleftarum ; 
ita & Apoſtolorum ſucceſſores, licet ſummus Pontifex 
caput fit. Sic Amos 6. dicuntur optimates capita 
Populorum, ſub uno tamen ſummo capite, 
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Przterea cum hoc capite ' agatur de Uierg. 
chia Ecclefiaſtica, multo aptius diceretur vicari. 
us Chriſti hoc loco, ſupremus Eccleſie Refor, aut 

 Hierarcha quam caput: fic enim & Aetaphoran 
fugimus, quod in DotFrina quoad ejus fieri poteſt 
ſervandum eſt ; & totius comparationis decorum 
fervamus , dum ſequentia antecedentibus quz- 
drant. 

Preterea illud gravius eſt quod ſubjungitur; cy 
diſpenſatione, & c, Ixditur namque imprimis, Eccl:- 
fie jus, nam & tempore Schiſmatis quando C oncilium 
congregatum, exiſtentibus variis & ambiguis Pon- 
tificibus, poteſt 7pſum Concilium divino jure omnia 
Eccle/ie officia providere, preſertim que fuerint ne. 
ceſfaria ad - pacem Eccleſig componendam; Gt vacante 
etiam ſede 11 oporteret aliquod Fcclefs.e officium inte- 
terea provideri ſine dubio diſpenſatio ſummt Pontifiis 
non expectaretur. 

Lzditurquoq; Epiſcoporam jus ad quorum providen- 
_ tram uſque ab Apoſtolis, minorum officiorum diſpenſatio 
pertinulit, ?nconſulto Romano Pontifice. Lzxditur tan- 
dem js patronatis omnium Laicorum & principum, 
.. & magiſtratuum ſecularium, qui, fi eorum officiorum 
quorum ſunt patroni diſpenfatio & diſtributio ad 
ſummum Pontificem, jure divino pertineret, Cco-ar- 
gut poſſent, quaſi in d:vina jura irrupifſent, (1 zncon- 
ſulto Romano Pontifice, unum quodlibet in Eccleſia 
othcium difpenſarent; itaque in Concilio quod para- 
tur ad Schiſmata & Scandala Eccleſiz tollenda, non 
_ debet DoCtrina tradi, quz etiamſi vera eflet, appe- 

rit manifeſtam viam, ut nova Schiſmata, & ſcanda- 
la oriantur. ; 

Adde huc, quod cum hc clauſula quaſj de facto 
loquatur; videtur probare uſum quotidianum in officii 
diſtribuendis, quem emendatiorem Ecclelia Dei h0- 
die deſtderat, | 
Poſire- 
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Poſtremo fi ingenue fateri volumus, quod verum 
et, nec de faffo nec de jure, diſpenſatione Romani 
Pontificis omnibus membr1s officia diſtribuuntur;non de 
fa#aquidem,quum manifeſtifſime conſtat,multa Ec- 
cleſie officia legitime per al:os quam per ſummum Pon - 
tifcem adminiſtrari; de jure vero ante omnia explo- 
raturn'eſt, quod retro diximus, poſt A4poſfolos mul- 
to tempore oprzmo jure fine ſummo Pontifice, non 
offcia minora modo, ' verum & majora fuiſſe admini- 
ſtrata ; nec damnari poteſt antiquitas, tanquam Ro- 
mani Pontificis poteſtatem uſurpaverit. Item cum 
hzec cauſa inter Epiſcopos & ſummum Pontificem 
fuerit aliquando controverſa, nonnulli menſes ex 


. -Conventione Epiſcopis contigerunt ; . in quibus (i 


officia Eccleſraſtica diſtribuant, jure ſuo utuntur. Falsd 


igitur Do&rina traderet, omnibus Eccleſio membris 


diſpenſatione Romani Pontificis officia diſtribui : Prox- 
terquam quod poteſtas vicario a Chriſto collata, iz 
edificationem eſt, non in deſtratt1onem pro ratione & 
Evangelio, non contra rationem, & Evangelium ; 


fieri autem non porteſt ut unus ſemmus Pontifex om- 


- nibus membris ubique in toto Orbe, officia ſua re- 


Rte & convenienter diftribuat : nullo igitur patto 
credendum eſt a Chriſto accepiſſe poteſtatem quam ri- 
t? & ad Eecleſie ntilitatem adminiſtrare non poteſt ; 
accepit nempe claves regn! coclorum ; quare ea po- 
terit que regnum celorum apperiunt, at non ea 
quz regnum ce&lorum claugaunt £ 

Eiufdem propemodum farinz eſt illa altera clau- 
ſula \in eodem capite ; poſtremo, inſigniter deſiprunt 
+ Dei regulas confundunt, &c. &: la item, mnferto- 


rum hec divina poteſtas ad eos potins divina inſtitu- . 


tione ' ſpeFare videatur, &c. qua Doctrina omne jits 
patronatius aboletur quorumcunque principum Ge 


aliorum Laicorum : Deinde jus Eccleftarum eligend? 
fibi praelatos, & alia oficia mira tollitur. 
| Quo 
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Quo tamen jure olim Unzzerſe Eccleſiz frueha. 
tar : Et nunc etjam aliquz utuntur. Non itaque 
ad Epiſcopos hujuſmodi ele&#:0 aut nominatio divi- 
m9 jure pertinet, nec eminenter ad fummum Pon- 
tificem Quod fi diceretur, Confirmatio eletimis 
ad Epiſcopos & ſummum Pontificem ſpectare res 
haberet probabllitatem quandam ; ſed quod ele&i 
& nominatio divina inſtitutione pertineat ad Epiſco- 
pos & ſimmum Pontificem, ne veriſimile quidem 
eſt, | 

Sunt autem preter has aliz Cauſz, propter quas 
cum hec tum illa ſuperior clauſula ſit expungenda; 
prima Cauſa eft, quod hujuſmadi doCtrina, quz 
videlicet in his claufulis traditur eſt' ?mportana tem- 
pori in quo de reciprendis Lutheranis Eccleſia anyi- 
tur, & parturit donec fi fiert poteſt reformetur Chri- 
{tus in illis, nulla autem doctrina a Concilio prodi- 
re poſſet, quz eorum animos magis abalienaret, 
nec ulla alia eſt, quz illis plures occafiones & ca- 
Iumniandi & obloquendi ſuppeditaret. Itaque abſij- 
nendum eſt in przſentia ab ea dottrina quz cum 
maxime invidioſa Lutheranis, ſic minime Catholi- 
cis eſt neceſfaria. 

Secunda cauſa eſt, quod illa. dotrina eſt zmpor- 
tuna loco, cum enim duplex fit in Eccleſia poteſpas, 
altera ordixts, altera Furiſditionis, Hierarchia qui- 
dem quz ex diverſa ordinis poteſtate conſtituitur hu- 
jus /ocz propria eſt, ubi de ordinis Sacramento agl- 
tur; illa vero Furiſdi#ionis ſuum locum habet ; 
nempe tunc cum de Eccleſt.e poteſtate definietur. 
Id fi intelligunt adverfarii, intelligent autem fine 
dubio, calumniabuntur hujuſmodi- particulas elk 
in doctrina oZtruſas & afſutas aliunde, induſtria aut 


aſtutia potius bumana, 3 qua fummopere abhorrere 


debet Chriſtiana fimplicitas, quz in doftrina Ca- 
taolica populo exhibenda ſemper 3 majoribus noftris 
ſervata 
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ſervata eſt. Tdque eo magjs calumniabuntur adver- 
farii, 6 io priore illa clauſ{ula, confiderarint, de Deo - 
in celis duo ſolum efſe polita, quibus celeſtis Hie- 
rarchia conſtare videretur: Unum erat quod illa cz- 
leſtis fub uno ſupremo re*tore ageret; alterum quod 
varios & diwerſos miniſtrantium ordines. contineret : 
Ratio autem comparationis poſtulabat, ut in Ec- 
ckſiz Hierarchia que ad illius exemplar exatta in 
terris dicitur, eadem duo explicarentur quz in ex- 
emplari funt poſita; illud autem quod adjicitur, 
eujus diſpenſatione omnibus membris, &c. cum non 
fuerit in celeſti i/la Hierarchia conftitutum, videtur 
eſſe in terrena Hierarchia preter comparationis na- 
turam de induſtria fuppofitum. Ita que de ſummi 
Pontificis poteftate & dignitate in reliquis Conciliis 
habentur, non exiſtimabuntur effe ex rerum conſe- 
quentia definita, ſed vel adjefta vel intrufa obiter --- 
patribus quaſi oſcitantibus & dormientibus, 

Poſtremd cauſa eſt quod utraque res difficilis & 
perobſcura fit, nec omnibus perſpecta & cognita ; 
indignum profecto eſt ut fine diſputatione Theolo- 
gorum, G&-examine, tanquam per inftdias Prioribus 


 ſubgeratur; ut nullo habito doctorum Theologo- 


rum conſilio de hiſce rebus definiant, quz magna 
egebant diſquiſitione, deliberationeque : Quo fit 
ut Conciliorum in tradenda docttrina mirum 1n mo- 
dum labefatetur Authoritas, dum hujus Concilji 
exemplo credentur ea firmiter credenda \populo 
Chriſtiano propoſuiſſe, quz nec diſquiſita prius 4 
Theologis ſunt, nec diſputata: At teſtatur Lucas 
in Atis Apoſtolorum, fattam effe magnam congui- 
fttowem in Concilio, quando tamen & preſidebat 
Petrus ; & Panlus, & Jacobus, & Johannes inter- 
erant : -Quod f Apoſtoli in re etjam Jevi que illis 
erat per Revelatiovem explorata, privfquam defini- 
219] rent, 
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rent, adhibuerunt diſquiſitionem non parvam, quim 
abſurdum eſt, bone Deus, ut doctrina ingeratur 1 
Concilio in re valde difficile, n4lla przcedente do- 
Qorum Theologorum diſquiſitione ? : 

Tota igitur illa doctrina eft de hoc loco tollenda, 
ut vera ellet, at ne vera quidem eſt, quantum ani- 
mi noſtri conjxectura colligere poſſumus ; nec exiſti. 
met: quiſquam; in Apoſtolicz ſedis invidiam hzc 
dia efle, illam nempe fi qui maxime venetamur; 
quinetiam at huyus ſanctiſſime ſedis dignitatem & 
authoritatem tueamur, nimirum quam a Chriſt 
jure optimo vendicat, nolumus quicquam in Eccl- 
fia doceri, quo hujuſmodi Authoritas contamine- 
tur : Contaminatur autem, fi aut ementiti, aut 
certe ambigu: humanz poteſtatis tituli, cum veris 
certiſque divinis per hominum prudentiam confun- 
_ dantur; 1gitur qui illam doArinam volebat ingerere, 
Apoſtolice dignitatis violator exiſtimandus eſt, nos 
potius defenſores. 


Trafatus alter ejuſdem VWarge contra 
eandem Clauſulam; e Manuſcripto 


editus. 


FJ AC Dottrina definit multum, quia dum plu- 
rimum intenta eſt in tatuenda Hterarchia, {- 
cundum Fariſditionem. nil ſtatuit in Hierarchia Ec- 
cleſiaſtica ex parte ordinis quz maxime impugnatur 
ab Hzreticis, & vere ſacer principatus gas 3 
reſpi- 
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| reſpiciamus ) eſt; & hoc ſufficeret declarare ad con- 
| futationem Hzreticorum. Przterea cum nihil fit 
| diſputatum de modo iſtius Hrerarchiz, quantum ad 
# Turiſdicitonem ſupreme Hicerarchiz, nec in cano- 
 nibus aliquid de eo diſcernatur, videtur importune 
ſatis hic traftari : Preterea quod Catholicos non 
edificat hec clauſula, & Eccletie adverſariis mul- 
tum dabit ſcandalum, imbv & dottis & piis viris. 
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b; Quare nec loco, nec tempori videtur ſervire, imo 
& multum nocere poflet fi ſic poneretur: Ideo judicio 
lo meo ſuperſedendum omnino eflet ab hujuſmodi de- 
e. | terminatione, tollendamque omnino hanc clauſulam 
» | cenſerem, de qua reQum judicium abſque longa & 


t | diligenti traCtatione ſana Synodus dare non dehbet, 
s | neque poteſt; quod fj quis intendens in me calum- 
- Þ niam, dicat; quid ergo, tu in dubium-crevocas ſum- 
| F mi Pontificis poteſtatem, quaſi res efſet quz novo 
egeret ſcrutinio ? Abſit, imo ſentio cum Ecclelia Ca- 


i Ring at, 4s 


rem, & Eccleſiz przſidentem : Modus tamen & 
 uſus ſux poteſtatis a variis vario modo intelligitur, 
 & quidem fine fidei Catholicz przjudicio ; Illud vero 
quod in clauſula hac dicitur & afftirmatur, ad uſum 
& modum ſe extendere, & non ſolum ad ſtatuen- 
dam poteſtatem, quis non videt: Quare non eſt, ut 
dixi, quod fic perfunctorie res traCctetur alioqui gra- 
vis, & inter dottores Catholicos controverſa ; quod 
ne quis putet id gratis a me dici. extremis, ut alunt, 
digitis, Clauſulz ſenſum attingam ; principio com- 
paratio iſta quz fit Dei ad ſummum Pontificem, in 
Hierarchiz principatu ut hic ponitur, multis poſſet 
videri immodica, inſolens, & non multum Chri- 
ſtiana, nec Evangelica, & ided quodam modo in- 
grata Deo videri poſlit, qui maximos ſuz Eccleſie 


” przſidentes, miniſtros voluit nominare S efle ; quz 
] K 2 maior 


tholica, efle Chriſti, & Petri legitimum ſuccefſo- 
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major inter vos erit miniſter, &c. Adde quod plu; | 
yidetur tribuere ſummo Pox#tifici, quam Deos Nam | 
Deumappellat ſummum rettorem, Pontificem auterh ſun- 
mum & ſupremum caput s Imdb plus videtur dicere 
qui dicit ſummum caput, quam qui ſumninm reitoren 
nam qui capitis nomen tribuit, ſubinde tribuere vi. 
detur, r-g1men, influentiam, ſuperioritatem, & abſo- 
lute neceſ/ariam dependent iam & colligantiam omniumn 
metnbrorum inferiorum ad ipſum ; qui autem ye- 
Forem dicit folum docet ſuperintendentram & ſupe- Þ 
rioriratemn ; item cum Chriſtus ſit capat ſapremm [fi 
Eccleſizs militantis ficut trinmphantis, ipſe nemye Þ n 
mover, influit thuriſmata gratiarum atque donorm BB fi 
in Eccleſia per ſpiritam ſantam ſuum qui in capre- Þ 
fidet; ipſe baptizat, wngit, conſecrat, ordinat, fait Þ _ 
a 
] 
\ 
| 


Presbyteros & Epiſcupos, & hanc & viſibilem poli. 
tiam fipſe ſtatuit, quantum ad principaliora ſua 
membra : Atterdite vos, Inquit Paulus Epiſcopis Þ 
provinciz Epheſine, Uiivers gregi veſtro, in quo 
poſuir vos ſpiritus ſanus, Epiſcopos, regere Ecclejuum | 
Det; confſequitur Chriſum proprie, & vere, & 
per ſe, capnt unicum & ſupremam Eccleſiz viſibilis 
eſſe, Epheſ. 1. Ipſum dedit capnt ſuper omnem E- ſl 
clefiam, que eſt corpus ipſinus, & plenitudo ejus qu | 
onnia in onmibus adimplet : Si igitur ipſe eſt fupre- | 
mum caput in Eccleſja militante, quomodo atſo- | 
Inte, & fine /imitatione, dici poteſt quod ſummu F 
Pontifex habeatur pro mno & ſupremo capite : Pug- Þ 
nat nemmpe plinaralitas cum unitate, & duo, & ſupre- 
ma, ſine limitatione dici nequaquam poteſt, maxime 
quando comparatio eſt inter Deum & creaturam, iN- 
ter dominum & ſervum, inter ſummum Hierarcham & 
miniftrum : Fugienda ergo ſunt illa vocabula, quz 
In ſcriptura & ſanQtis antiquis patribus, non legun- 
tur, ut ſcandalo poſlint eſſe infirmis & Ecclefiz ad- 

| On | verfaris, 
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S verſariis, ne ſanQtum pontificatis nomen apud vul- 
-u5 ſuum tnagis traducant, quam huc uſque tra- 
duxerunt, dicentes pro ſui ingenii pervicacia, ſum- 


mum Pontificem cum Chriſto de primatu conten- 
dere : Prxterea falfum aliquibus valde videtur, quod 


blo- #F Eccleſiaſtica. Nam a Deo fic dependent omnia, ut 
ſi ipſe non eſſet, omnia in nihilum redigerentur, nec 
6- Þ haberent illius Hierarchiz partes efſe neque ordi- 


pe- || nem, eo quod pro arbitrio ejus, mutari poſſunt, & 
wn | fiille volet everti. Jpſe dixit & fatta ſunt, &c. At 


pe (non ſic in Hierarchia Ecclefiaſtica, nam papa de- 
mm | fun&o, imo licet per tempus abſens exiſterer, aut 


tz ® fedes vacaret; ordines tamen & thuriſtnata man- - 


ri Þ® fifſent in Eccleſia, nec ſubinde prorſus rueret, & 
li- Þ® ſubverteretur Eccleſiaſtica politia ; adde quod pro 
ſua Þ arbitrio ſuo ſubvertere non poliet Epiſcopatum aur 
vis &® Presbyteratum, ordines in Eccleſia, ex quo a Deo 
m | vilibiliter ſtatus iſti ſunt conſtituti; adde etjam quod 
a cum poteſtas ipſius ſit miniſterialis, & ad Eccleſiz 
& © regimen externum nec non & jpſius Ecclefiz atzlita- 
lis tem a Deo collara, certis regulis, certis Iimitibus, & 
- | repagulis debere contineri, nemo qui Evangelium, 
wm | & antiquitatem Eccleſix novit, ignorat. Dedit 
= | nempe Dens zl/i, ficut aliis Apoſtolts, poteffatem non ad 
ſo © deftrudionem ſed ad edificationem, ut Apoſtolus docet 
«ws | 1 Cor. &c. Ad hc cum ſecundum multos Catho- 
z- | licos dottores papa incorrigibilts & Fcelefix manife- 
e- | ſtns dilopidator eſt, corrigi poſit, & 1n contumacia 
ne | ab ipſa Eccleſia & Synodo penerali deponi ; quomo- 
n- | do in yregimine fic indiſtincte comparari Deo poteſt, 
& = cam ille idem ipſe fit, &- anni cjus non deficrunt, nec 
x eſt qui poſit ei in ſua Hierarchia reliſtere; hic ve- 
- {© ro poſſit ab hominibus in difciplina contineri : Et 
) | gqnod propter Hereſim hoc poſht tieri, ab rs 

- afferitur 


ve BY ficut Deus prefidet in celeſti Herarchia, ita papa in 
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alſeritur Theologis, tandem a ſua Hierarchia judi- 
oy” que hzc ſtatuit, & in eum exequi jure poſ- 
It, | | 

Prxterea, cum caſu mortzs, aut longe abſentie pe- 
Pe aut ſchiſmatis, Synodus generalis illa poteſtate 
quam immediate a Deo habet creaverit Epiſcopos, 
depoſuerit, ordines & alia officia diſtribuerit, uti in 
Concilio Chalcedonenſi, & Conſtantienſi, & aliis 
_ generalibus Synodis, & provincialibus etiam, legimus 
elſe factum ; Synodus nempe X Toletana depoſuit 
Epiſcopum Bracharenſem, etiam Concilium Tribu- 
rienſe depoſuit alium ; non ergo tam exate iſta de. 
pendent a dzſpenſatione ſummi Pontificis, ut hic po- 
nitur. Conſtat quoque ex Eccleſiz antiquitate, jux- 
ta generalium Conciliorum antiqua inſtituta, in 
multis provinciis. Epiſcopos promotos eſſe cum 
electione cleri, & aflenſu populi, & finitimorum 
Epiſcoporum, & maxime Metropolitani, nullo ha- 
bito recurſu ad primam ſedem, ut patet ex Synodo 
Toletana XII & orientalibus Eccleſjis antequam Vt- 
tio Schiſmatis laborarent, quomodo ergo ſtare po- 
teſt clauſula illa, Cujus diſpenſatione ſingula officia,$&C. 
Accedit his, quod licet deſignatio particularis perſone 
ad Epiſcopatum fateamur ſemper ab eo dependille, 
ſimul cum materiz limitatione prout modo fit, ta- 
. men ordo ipſe Epiſcopati;s pariter & poteſtas & Jurit- 
dictio, eo ipſo quod Epiſcopus deſignatur & Eccle- 
tia applicatur a Deo immediate habere, multi doi 
athrmant : Quare quod ad tale jus conſequitur, ctt- 
amaum habebitur, habebit plane, quamvis ſubor- 
dinatum ſummo paſtori, non quidem ad libitum fu- 
um, fed pro utilitate Eccleſiz moderatum; Epiico- 
pus ergo divino jure diftribuit officia, beneficta, 0r- 
4:es in Eccleſia ſua, cui preficitur, poſtquam pre- 
tectus eſt; nec poteſt ſine cauſa jure hoc, quia d1v1 
Rum eſt, Epiſcopus abdicare. Non 
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Non videtur ergo Clauſula i1la eo modo quo jacet 
ſmpliciter, vera eſſe ; quare propter hc, quz magis 
ac magis, fi opus fuerit, corroborabuntur, & alia que 
conſultd, ut brevitati ſtudeam, omitto, Clanuſula hec - 
videtur mihi omnino a Doctrina expungenda ; quod 
f in tantum arridet Hrerarchiam Ecclefiaſticam, tum 


quantum ad ordinem, tum etiam quantum ad Furiſ- 


ditionem attinet ſtatuere, quod mihi etiam valde 
Jratum eſt, ſub hoc tenore videtur mihi poſſe ſta- 


ful. | 


Doctrina hzc a Varga contecta deſideratur. 
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the New ; with Annotations, and very exact parallel 
Scriptures. To which is annexed rhe Harmony of the 
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A Defence of the Bleſſed Triniry. By the ſame Au- 
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The Four laſt Things ; viz. Death, Judgment, Hea- 
ven, and Hell: Practically confidered and applicd. By 
IV. Bates, D, D. in Fwetves, Price 2 5s. 

A Seaſonable Vindication of the Bleſſed Trinity, Bc- 
ing an Anſwer to this Queſtion, My do you believe rhe 
Dottrine of the Trinity * Collected from the Works 0i 
the moſt Revercnd Dr. Fob 17llotſor, lare Lord Arche 
biſhop of Carterbrry: And the Righr- Reverend Dr. 
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